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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2013 8:56 AM
To: Paul H. Stevens
Subject: CONNECTING: George Ambrose death; Reaction to Bolt blog; Signs of sanity in royal 

baby coverage; APME joins coalition; Crossfire producer; Times comments; Twitter 
hack; APME Staff and Member Awards

Colleagues, 

Here are some items of interest. 

Brian Bland shares the news that our colleague Rachel Ambrose's husband George has passed away at the age 
of 89. Services will be held Thursday in Torrance, Calif., with burial in Porterville, Calif., on Friday. Here is a link 
to the obituary on his very interesting life as a sports and entertainment writer and publicist: 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dailybreeze/obituary.aspx?n=george-
ambrose&pid=166115606&fhid=24083 

If you’d like to drop Rachel a note, her mailing address is: 

200 Via Colusa 

Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 

Her email: rambrose@rocketmail.com 

Bob Daugherty offers this comment on the blog by John Bolt, “The AP headed to mediocrity: 

The point John Bolt makes that the AP is simply what the members are willing to pay for. Truth is, other clients 
with much deeper pockets than most newspapers are paying the 80 percent (or so) of the freight. 

A few points as I see them: 

Tom Curley probably didn’t inherit a ton of gold when he assumed the presidency of the AP.  The AP was not 
exactly ‘thriving’ when Curley came on board. I don’t believe newspapers represented 30 percent of AP’s 
annual income then. The number was between 20 and 25 percent, and falling. He had to act to fill the void. 

AP had to change, just as some smart newspapers did. Both should have started much sooner. If former 
newspaper readers were getting their news elsewhere, then the AP needed to be there supplying the onlines 
and making up for the shortfall of newspaper revenues. 

Early newspaper online sites were a joke (some still are). Early member sites were seldom current and were 
little more than a few stories and a few ads. Some sites have improved and others remain awful. 

mailto:stevenspl@live.com
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The news hole in papers has withered, along with the entire newspaper. Much of the second tier news that the 
AP supplied to members is no longer needed.  

As long as I can remember (43 years with the AP) bureau chiefs usually had contracts and sales on their agenda 
when they called on members. 

Finally, wow, thirteen staffers in West Virginia. That sure seems like a fat number 

What we at the AP formerly called unconventional revenue is now the conventional. 

Just business, John. 

Finally, thanks to Mark Mittelstadt for sharing the APME awards stories. 

Paul 

-0- 

Amid hoopla over royal baby, signs of sanity and restraint in news coverage 

http://journalism.about.com/od/trends/a/Amid-Hoopla-Over-Royal-Baby-Signs-Of-Sanity-And-Restraint-In-
News-Coverage.htm?nl=1 

-0- 

APME joins coalition of journalism groups supporting Free Flow of Information Act  (Shared by Mark 
Mittelstadt) 

http://www.apme.com/news/134594/Coalition-sends-letter-of-support-for-Free-Flow-of-Information-Act.htm 
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Reporter who said Romney’s happy with ‘black people drowning’ named producer of ‘Crossfire’ 

http://dailycaller.com/2013/07/29/reporter-who-said-romneys-happy-with-black-people-drowning-named-
producer-of-crossfire/#ixzz2aUaTNZ5a 
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New York Times elevates comments from below the line 

http://www.journalism.co.uk/news/new-york-times-elevates-comments-from-below-the-line/s2/a553677/ 
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Thomson Reuters Twitter Account Is Hacked  

http://blogs.wsj.com/digits/2013/07/29/thomson-reuters-twitter-account-is-hacked/ 

http://journalism.about.com/od/trends/a/Amid-Hoopla-Over-Royal-Baby-Signs-Of-Sanity-And-Restraint-In-
http://www.apme.com/news/134594/Coalition-sends-letter-of-support-for-Free-Flow-of-Information-Act.htm
http://dailycaller.com/2013/07/29/reporter-who-said-romneys-happy-with-black-people-drowning-named-
http://www.journalism.co.uk/news/new-york-times-elevates-comments-from-below-the-line/s2/a553677/
http://blogs.wsj.com/digits/2013/07/29/thomson-reuters-twitter-account-is-hacked/
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2013 APME AP Staff Awards  

Coverage of Superstorm Sandy and terrorism in Africa won awards for deadline, enterprise and state 
reporting from the Associated Press Media Editors association for journalism excellence by AP staffers. 

"AP's New York and New Jersey staffs' coverage of the 800-mile-wide mashup called Sandy was, in a word, 
exceptional," the APME judges said in awarding the Deadline Reporting prize to the team that covered the 
storm. They said that under the worst of conditions, including their personal storm woes and risks, the staff 
provided up-to-the minute, authoritative coverage that was "nothing short of stellar." 

They described the coverage as "wire service reporting at its best _ quickly updated, well-written, compelling 
and comprehensive." 

The New York and New Jersey staffs also were awarded the Charles Rowe Award for distinguished state 
reporting for the Sandy coverage. 

In honoring West Africa bureau chief Rukmini Callimachi for her pieces on terrorism, the judges said the 
stories were "fascinating, horrific and well-told." 

Callimachi's work included a story in December 2012 describing how al-Qaida was carving out its own country 
in Mali; a month later, France sent its military to rout Islamic extremists from the northern part of the country. 

Callimachi went to Timbuktu, where she found documents left behind when al-Qaida fled the storied city 
ahead of advancing French and Malian troops. They included a letter from al-Qaida reprimanding the alleged 
mastermind of the deadly hostage-taking at an Algeria gas plant and a manifesto detailing al-Qaida's plan to 
conquer northern Mali. Callimachi also wrote "Love in the Time of Shariah," the story of a woman who was 
flogged by Islamic militants for her relationship with a married man. 

The judges said Callimachi "showed much bravery, enterprise and knowledge in uncovering these stories." 
They described her work as "courageous pursuit of news under extreme conditions; an important voice that 
many more news outlets need to reflect. Her reporting reminds us why the AP matters so much in this 
profession." 

Photographer Charles Krupa, based in Boston, won the News Single Photo award for his image from the 
Boston Marathon bombing of medical workers running an injured man past the finish line in a wheelchair. 

"This dramatic image of the Boston Marathon bombing aftermath is the iconic image for that event," the 
judges said. "For the photographer to have the composure to capture this amid the chaos is incredible." 

Cairo photographer Khalil Hamra won the News Story Photo award for his series on the fighting in Syria, which 
the judges described as "raw, detailed and insightful" images.  

Photographer David Goldman of Atlanta won the Feature Single Photo award for his image of a retired Marine 
teaching a young Boy Scout the proper salute at a veteran's grave. "It's a compelling and poignant photo," the 
judges said. 
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Altaf Qadri, a photographer based in New Delhi, won the Feature Story Photo award for his series on a 
makeshift school for slum children under a New Delhi bridge. "As a result of this photo story, readers were 
inspired to give donations that resulted in improvements to the school," the judges said. 

India bureau chief Ravi Nessman and Kristen Gelineau, bureau chief for Australia, won the Feature Writing 
award for "The Longest Journey," the story of a young man's quest to find his mother after they were 
separated decades earlier in India and he was adopted by a family in Australia. The judges said the story, 
based on reporting from two continents, read like a novel. 

"The writers avoid a clichéd fairy-tale ending and instead tell a story of loss, hope, an improbable reunion and 
the harsh reality of two lives changed forever," they said. 

Interactive producers Nathan Griffiths, Peter Santilli and Peter Hamlin, all of New York, were cited for Best Use 
of Multimedia for leading the Interactive Department in its work on the AP's coverage of the selection of the 
new pope at the Vatican. The package was described by the judges as "deep, rich and fact-laden," providing a 
picture of a pope who was relatively unknown to readers. 

A video series on last year's devastating drought in the Midwest was cited for the Best Use of Video. The series 
was produced by the team of John Mone, a video journalist based in Dallas, former AP video journalist Robert 
Ray, Omaha-based photographer Nati Harnik and former Washington video producer Nicole Grether. The 
judges described the series as "show-and-tell journalism at its best. The video documented the heart-breaking 
effects of the lack of water." 

Hannah Dreier was awarded the John L. Dougherty prize for exemplary work by an AP staff member who is 30 
years old or younger. The judges said her work in California's Sacramento bureau "holds government and our 
leaders accountable, challenging them." They cited her stories analyzing public records on legislators' frequent 
vote changes after the outcome was certain and the use of funds from a special license plate for 9/11 victims 
that went instead to shore up the state budget. Dreier is now a newswoman in Las Vegas. 

The judges also awarded the following honorable mentions: 

_Deadline Reporting: the Wisconsin staff for coverage of the Sikh temple shooting and the Colorado staff for 
coverage of the Aurora theater shootings. 
_Enterprise Reporting: the Syrian civil war by Cairo bureau chief Hamza Hendawi, former Beirut staffer Ben 
Hubbard, Chief Palestinian correspondent Karin Laub, Cairo newsman Steve Negus and Amman, Jordan, 
correspondent Jamal Halaby; China's reach, a series analyzing China's global reach by Beijing business writer 
Joe McDonald, Seoul newswoman Youkyung Lee, former Beijing bureau chief Charles Hutzler, Canberra, 
Australia, newsman Rod McGuirk, Paris newswoman Sarah Dilorenzo, Wellington, New Zealand, newsman 
Nick Perry, Bangkok newsman Denis Gray, and Tokyo business writer Elaine Kurtenbach; and California license 
plates by Hannah Dreier and Juliet Williams, of the Sacramento bureau, about diverting funds from a special 
license plate for 9/11 victims to help the state's budget.  
_Feature Writing: Chicago-based National Writer Sharon Cohen for "The Man Who Saved Many," the story of 
an Army captain who helped many with trauma in Iraq but couldn't save himself at home. 
_Best Use of Multimedia: Nick Harbaugh and Phil Holm, based in New York, for the civil war in Syria. 
_Charles Rowe Award: Hannah Dreier and Juliet Williams for California legislative vote-switching. 
_News Single Photo: Sue Ogrocki, based in Oklahoma City, tornadoes in Moore, Okla. 
_News Series Photo: Bernat Armanque, based in Jerusalem, the conflict in Gaza. 
_Feature Single Photo: Emilio Morenatti, based in Barcelona, Spain, a nun reacting to white smoke from the 
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Vatican signaling a new pope.  
_Feature Series Photo: Bebeto Matthews, based in New York, for "Sandy Claus," a series chronicling a man 
who started a charitable enterprise to collect and deliver toys to children affected by Superstorm Sandy. 

APME is an association of editors at newspapers, broadcast outlets and journalism educators and students 
leaders in the United States and Canada. It works closely with the AP to foster journalism excellence.  

Judges were Michael Days, editor, Philadelphia Daily News; Kurt Franck, executive editor, The Blade, Toledo, 
Ohio; Mark Baldwin, executive editor, Rockford (Ill.) Register Star; Debra Adams Simmons, editor, The 
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer; Angie Muhs, executive editor/Interactive, Portland (Maine) Press Herald; Laura 
Sellers-Earl, digital development director, EO Media Group, Astoria, Ore.; Jan Touney, executive editor, Quad-
City Times, Davenport, Iowa; Monica Richardson, managing editor, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution; Bill 
Church, executive editor, Herald-Tribune Media Group, Sarasota, Fla.; Aminda Marques Gonzalez, executive 
editor, The Miami Herald; Dennis Anderson, executive editor, Peoria (Ill.) Journal Star; Laura Kessel, managing 
editor, News-Herald, Willoughby, Ohio; Jack Lail, director of digital, Knoxville (Tenn.) News Sentinel; J.B. 
Bittner, managing editor, The Elk City Daily News, Vici, Okla.; Gary Graham, editor, The Spokesman-Review, 
Spokane, Wash.; Elbert Tucker, director of news, WBNS-10TV, Columbus, Ohio; Greg Peppers, AP executive 
producer, domestic video; and Chris Cobler, editor, Victoria (Texas) Advocate. 

Judges for the photo awards were Jeff Knox, director of photography, Daily Herald, Arlington Heights, Ill.; Bob 
Heisse, executive editor, The State Journal-Register, Springfield, Ill.; Debra Adams Simons, editor, The 
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer; and Alan Miller, managing editor, the Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch. 
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2013 APME Award Winners  

The Asbury Park (N.J.) Press and the Virgin Islands Daily News won top awards in the annual Associated 
Press Media Editors' Journalism Excellence Awards. 

APME also said three media companies are finalists for its seventh annual Innovator of the Year, one of which 
was a finalist last year. 

More than 30 winners were announced in the 2013 contest in the categories for media organizations. 

"We had a large number of high-quality entries in this contest, but I find it interesting how smaller news 
organizations like the Virgin Islands Daily News continue to compete very well in this contest every year," said 
APME President Brad Dennison. "Overall, we saw incredible amounts of watchdog and enterprise reporting, as 
well as news innovation. I find that very encouraging for our industry." 

There were 244 entries this year, including those for the separate AP staff awards. 

The Asbury Park Press was voted as the 43rd annual Public Service Best of Show for its multiplatform news 
coverage as well as its online Resource Center for Superstorm Sandy. The award carries a $1,500 prize. 

"With its community wrecked along with much of the New Jersey shore by the furor of Superstorm Sandy, the 
Asbury Park Press staff performed a public service like few others," the judges wrote. "And it demonstrated 
hard-hitting investigative journalism on causes and effects and by donating profits of books to the Red Cross. 



6

"APME Public Service judges considered some incredible work this year, but Asbury Park's Sandy coverage 
stood above the rest." 

The Virgin Islands newspaper was a winner in the under 40,000 circulation category for its "Our Money, Their 
Failure" project, which exposed a plan by the Islands' governor to build a $30-million sports complex with 
private partners who had questionable backgrounds. 

It was also named The Tom Curley First Amendment Sweepstakes Award winner for its project "The Battle for 
V.I. Senators' Spending Records," which spotlighted how government officials were using millions of dollars in 
taxpayers' money to "live large." The award carries a $1,000 prize. 

"The Virgin Islands Daily News team's tireless reporting set the standard for what embodies the highest 
standards of commitment to results," the judges said. "This scrappy newspaper clearly overcame `significant 
official resistance to legal application of the First Amendment or FOI laws.' The V.I. Daily News demonstrated 
both fluency with the local FOI law and tenacity in asserting the public's right to know under the law." 

In the Innovator contest, The Arizona Republic became a finalist for the second year with its AZ iPad app of an 
evening news magazine for the iPad. It will compete with the two other finalists, WLRN-Miami Herald News 
radio and The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, at the annual APME conference in late October for the award. The 
winner will receive $1,000. The sponsor is GateHouse Media Inc. 

WLRN-Miami Herald News radio was selected for its "News as a Shared Experience," and the Dispatch was 
cited for the "bold, new format" for its print product. 

"It was exciting to choose three finalists with such different but innovative projects," the judges said. "It shows 
again how news organizations are willing to adapt and innovate to meet of the changing needs of their 
audiences." 

APME also announced award winners in three other innovation categories as well as Digital Storytelling, 
International Perspective and others. Awards will be presented at the awards luncheon Oct. 30 during the 
conference in Indianapolis.  

Judges did not participate in discussions or vote on categories involving their own news organizations' entries. 

Here are the winners:  

43rd Annual Public Service: 
_Winner of Public Service Best of Show and $1,500: The Asbury Park Press, "Superstorm Sandy."  
Under 40,000 circulation: 
_Winner: The Virgin Islands Daily News, "Our Money, Their Failure." 
_Honorable mentions: The Log Cabin Democrat, Conway, Ark., "Mayflower Oil Spill"; and The Springfield (Mo.) 
News-Leader, "Making a Difference in the Life of Every Child." 
40,000 to 149,000 circulation: 
_Winner: The Asbury Park Press, "Superstorm Sandy." 
_Honorable mention: The Columbus Dispatch, "Credit Scars." 
 Over 150,000 circulation: 
 _Winner: The New York Times, "Unlocked." 
 _Honorable mentions: The Denver Post, "Failed to Death"; and The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, "Side 
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Effects." 
 Judges: Bob Heisse, executive editor, The State Journal-Register, Springfield, Ill.; Otis Sanford, Hardin Chair of 
Excellence in Journalism, University of Memphis, Tenn.; and AP Managing Editor Kristin Gazlay. 

Finalists for the Seventh Annual Innovator of the Year: 
 _The Arizona Republic, for its AZ app of an evening news magazine for the iPad. 
 _WLRN-Miami Herald News radio, for its "News as a Shared Experience." 
 _Columbus Dispatch, for its bold, new print format. 
 Judges: Joe Hight, editor, The Gazette, Colorado Springs, Colo.; Meg Downey, managing editor, The 
Tennessean, Nashville; George Rodrigue, managing editor, The Dallas Morning News, and Laura Kessel, 
managing editor, News-Herald, Willoughby, Ohio. 

Second Annual Innovator of the Year Awards for Radio and TV  
_Winner: Cognoscenti, sponsored by WBUR in Boston, for its platform which takes the concept of "letters to 
the editor" and infuses it with performance-enhanced perspectives. 
Judges: Martin Reynolds, senior editor- community engagement, Bay Area News Group, Oakland, Calif.; Elbert 
Tucker, director of News, WBNS-10TV, Columbus, Ohio; and Greg Peppers, AP executive producer, domestic 
video. 

Second Annual Innovator of the Year Award for College Students 
_Winner: "Campus Lifeline: A Report on College Suicide," a project of the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Kent State University. The special project examined suicide, the second-leading cause of 
death among college students. 
Judges: Chris Cobler, editor, Victoria (Texas) Advocate; Angie Muhs, executive editor/Interactive, Portland 
(Maine) Press Herald; and Martin Reynolds, senior editor- community engagement, Bay Area News Group, 
Oakland, Calif. 

Fourth Annual Gannett Foundation Award for Innovation in Watchdog Journalism 
Winners in the Fourth annual Gannett Foundation Award for Innovation in Watchdog Journalism. Each will 
receive $2,500 in prize money:  
_75,000 and below winner: The Journal News, White Plains, N.Y., "District in Crisis." 
_Above 75,000 winner: The Blade, Toledo, Ohio, "Battle Lines: Gangs of Toledo." 
Judges: Alan Miller, managing editor, The Columbus Dispatch; Jim Simon, assistant managing editor, The 
Seattle Times; Debra Adams Simmons, editor, The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer; Brad Dennison, president/large 
daily division, GateHouse Media Inc.; and Kurt Franck, executive editor, The Blade, Toledo, Ohio. 

43rd Annual First Amendment Award and Citations 
The Tom Curley First Amendment Sweepstakes Award. The winner will receive $1,000 in prize money. 
Winner: The Virgin Islands Daily News, "The Battle for V.I. Senators' Spending Records." 
_Over 150,000:  
Winner: The Wall Street Journal, "Watched."  
_40,000-149,999: 
Winner: The Tennessean, Nashville, "Department of Children's Services Special Report." 
Honorable mention: The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tenn., "Ernest Withers' Secret." 
_40,000-under: 
Winner: The Virgin Islands Daily News, "The Battle for V.I. Senators' Spending Records."  
Judges: Teri Hayt, executive editor, GateHouse Media Ohio, Canton Repository; AP Senior Managing Editor 
Mike Oreskes; Andrew Oppmann, adjunct professor of journalism, Middle Tennessee State University, 
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Murfreesboro, Tenn.; Mark Baldwin, executive editor, Rockford (Ill.) Register Star; Bill Church, executive 
editor, Herald-Tribune Media Group, Sarasota, Fla.; Bob Heisse, executive editor, The State Journal-Register, 
Springfield, Ill.; and AP corporate counsel Vikram Bhagat. 

Digital Storytelling Awards (previously Digital Storytelling and Reporting Awards) 
_Over 150,000: 
Winner: The Detroit Free Press, for its examination of the defunct Packard Plant, "now home to graffiti artists, 
illegal dumpers, scrappers, urban explorers and thieves who rob and mug them, arsonists, firefighters who risk 
their lives and camera crews from around the world." 
Honorable mention: The Seattle Times, "Glamour Beasts."  
Honorable mention: The Boston Globe, "68 Blocks: Life, Death, Hope."  
_40,000 to 149,999: 
Winner: The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tenn., for its digital narrative telling the dramatic story of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s last hours before his assassination.  
Honorable mention: The Roanoke (Va.) Times, "The Damage Done: How heroin claimed one young life and 
devastated another."  
Honorable mention: The Tennessean, Nashville, "Abortion in Tennessee."  
_Less Than 40,000: 
Winner: Waterloo-Cedar Falls (Iowa) Courier, for its coverage of two missing girls and the long, tragic search 
that followed.  
Honorable mention: Press & Sun Bulletin, Binghamton, N.Y., "The Face of Courage."  
Judges: Laura Sellers-Earl, digital development director, EO Media Group, Astoria, Ore.; Monica Richardson, 
managing editor, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution; and Alan English, publisher, Log Cabin Democrat, Conway, 
Ark. 

International Perspective Awards 
_Over 150,000: 
Winner: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, "Paper Cuts," John Schmid and Mike De Sisti.  
_40,000 to 149,999 
 Winner: Omaha World-Herald, "China Connection," Paul Goodsell and Matt Miller.  
_Under 40,000 
Winner: Argus-Leader, Sioux Falls, S.D., "South Dakota to South Sudan," Steve Young,  
Judges: Jim Simon, assistant managing editor, The Seattle Times; Gary Graham, editor, The Spokesman-
Review, Spokane, Wash.; AP Senior Vice President John Daniszewski; and Jack Lail, director of digital, Knoxville 
(Tenn.) News Sentinel.  


