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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Friday, August 02, 2013 8:50 AM
To: Paul H. Stevens
Subject: CONNECTING: Guardian sold to WX Times; Byrd-Lee by Lee Byrd; Feldman on Bolt; 

Vietnam history; Counting RR ties; Guinness Cup; Gannett layoffs; Women Want; Al 
Jazeera Seattle; NYT paywall; Selma again; Shield Law; De-newspapereritzation

Colleagues, 

Here are some items of interest. 

Guardian Sold: Former managing editor of AP's broadcast division, Brad Kalbfeld, announced on his Facebook 
page Thursday that the Washington Guardian has been sold to the Washington Times. "After a year of 
accountability journalism, the Washington Guardian ceased publication today -- we sold its assets to The 
Washington Times. This means we can focus exclusively on EnergyGuardian, our B2B energy publication," he 
posted. "Thanks to everyone who read and supported Washington Guardian!" In addition to Kalbfeld, 
company leaders were John Solomon, formerly of the AP, Washington Post and Washington Times, and Jim 
Williams, former senior vice president of AP Broadcast. Solomon is The Times' editor and vice president for 
content and business strategy. 
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Byrd on Byrd: Richard Pyle shares the following: 

(Some readers of Connecting undoubtedly will remember AP staffer Lee Byrd, who was an excellent writer, a 
two-fisted socializer, and owner of multiple Siamese cats. He died some years ago).  

      ------  

       The NY Times carried an obituary on Thursday for former US Senator Harry F Byrd Jr, who died in his native 
Virginia at age 98.  Byrd served nearly four terms in the Senate after being appointed to the seat vacated by 
the death of his father, Sen Harry F Byrd Sr. in 1965. 

       Byrd was, like his father, an unrepentant segregationist and apologist for the Old South - among the very 
last of that ilk on Capitol Hill - and his passing brought to mind an incident from my own days covering 
Congress in the 1970s.  

       One day in the AP's workspace in the Senate press gallery, I came across a news release from Byrd's office, 
announcing his sponsorship of a resolution to restore the US citizenship of Confederate General Robert E Lee.  

       Being a student of Civil War history, I had thought the citizenship of the South's greatest hero had been 
reinstated a few years after hostilities ended.  

       If not, this was a piece of news that did not deserve to be ignored, and although Byrd's committees were 
not part of my beat, I had an idea of how knew how to turn it into a special scoop. 

      I called the AP newsdesk downtown and asked for my friend and colleague, editor Lee Byrd, who 
fortunately was on duty that day.  

      When I told Lee why I was calling, he needed no further explanation. ``I'll be right there,'' he said. 

      I don't recall seeing Lee on the Hill that day, but he did visit Senator Byrd's office for a sit-down interview. 
And when the story moved on the wire, it was slugged exactly as I had envisioned it: 

      Byrd-Lee 

      By LEE BYRD  

      Associated Press Writer 

      I don't recall what the headline said, probably something like ``Sen Byrd seeks restoration of Lee 
citizenship,'' but that just cluttered the poetry. And I wondered what Sen Byrd himself thought of this. I can 
only speculate that the two family-owned Virginia newspapers of which he was the publisher must have put 
Lee's story on page one.  

-0- 

More on John Bolt blog:  From Michael Feldman: 

Since I was very involved with the photo issues both editorial and business, I had many conversations and did 
many reports for Tom, Lou and Vin. Lou was a great journalist, Curley a good businessmen. The tragedy was 
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they could not find a middle ground that combined both worlds. I would not be so harsh on Curley, he tried his 
best, think some wrong people were hired but that goes for both sides of the argument. In the end it was the 
members' call, I wish the AP well. I worked with some great people and they are still there. Let's hope Pruitt 
finds a good middle ground. My years with UPI and AP were the best. For a little Jewish boy from Philadelphia 
Lou, Vin and Tom let me and see the world and meet interesting colleagues. You must take the good with the 
bad - for that I am grateful. Technology changed everything. The battle continues. 

-0- 

And finally - Visiting the Newseum in Washington recently, Dan Day shared the attached photo on Facebook: 

<<...>>  

Paul 

-0- 

‘Vietnam: The Real War,’ a photographic history by the AP, to be published Oct. 1 

http://www.ap.org/content/press-release/2013/vietnam-the-real-war-a-photographic-history-by-the-ap-to-
be-published-oct-1 

-0- 

AP counted railroad ties, examined video to figure out Spanish train’s speed  (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 

http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/219838/ap-counted-train-ties-examined-video-to-figure-out-
spanish-trains-speed/ 

-0- 

AP Images named official photo partner for 2013 Guinness Cup 

http://www.ap.org/Content/Press-Release/2013/AP-Images-named-official-photo-partner-for-2013-Guinness-
International-Champions-Cup 
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Gannett lays off journalists at newspapers across the country  (Shared by Mittelstadt, Bob Daugherty) 

http://jimromenesko.com/2013/08/01/gannett-lays-off-journalists-at-newspapers-across-the-country/ 

And related to this: 

Gannett blogspot reports: 

http://gannettblog.blogspot.com/ 

Major Transition: I'm No Longer A Reporter At the Burlington Free Press  (Mittelstadt) 

http://www.ap.org/content/press-release/2013/vietnam-the-real-war-a-photographic-history-by-the-ap-to-
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/219838/ap-counted-train-ties-examined-video-to-figure-out-
http://www.ap.org/Content/Press-Release/2013/AP-Images-named-official-photo-partner-for-2013-Guinness-
http://jimromenesko.com/2013/08/01/gannett-lays-off-journalists-at-newspapers-across-the-country/
http://gannettblog.blogspot.com/
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http://mattalltrades.blogspot.com/2013/08/major-transition-im-no-longer-reporter.html 

The best story to come out of today’s Gannett layoffs 

http://jimromenesko.com/2013/08/01/the-best-story-to-come-out-of-todays-gannett-layoffs/ 

-0- 

What Women Want: Bylines 

http://www.theatlanticwire.com/entertainment/2013/08/how-many-women-have-front-page-bylines-new-
york-times-website-right-now/67858/ 

-0- 

Al Jazeera opening Seattle bureau, with familiar face  (Good localized story on Al Jazeera bureaus) 

http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2021513849_aljazeeraxml.html 

-0- 

The NYT’s $150 million-a-year paywall 

http://www.cjr.org/the_audit/the_nyts_150_million-a-year_pa.php 

-0- 

It's Always Selma Again   (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323681904578642044155155894.html?mod=wsj_share_tw
eet 

-0- 

Association of Alternative Newsmedia Urges U.S. Senate to Pass Federal Shield Law  (Mittelstadt) 

-0-   

The de-newspaperization of America  (Daugherty) 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/attytood/The-de-newspaperization-of-
America.html#wGjtcBoUFWwWbX5f.03 
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