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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 10, 2013 8:03 AM
To: Paul H. Stevens
Subject: CONNECTING:  Larry Stephens death; Editorial Talking Points; AP issues cqn on 

Obama quote; Nieman Week in Review; Post sale thoughts; Journalism schools need 
to adapt

Colleagues, 

We mourn the loss of Larry Stephens, long-time chief of communications in Washington, who died Friday at 
the age of 71 after a long battle with cancer. 

Larry, who retired in 2002, is survived by Judy, his wife of 48 years; their daughter, Carrie Stephens Case; her 
husband, Scott, and grandsons David and Stephen. Services  will be on Aug. 18 at Park United Methodist 
Church, 306 Park Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073. Lunch will be provided at noon and the service will begin at 
2:00 p.m. with burial immediately following. 

Here is a link to his obituary: 

http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Former-AP-communications-chief-Larry-Stephens-dies-4720946.php 

Former Washington bureau chief Sandy Johnson is among those quoted in the obituary and added this: 

I visited Larry in April after his doctors had told him there was nothing more they could do. They gave him 2-4 
weeks to live. Little did they know Larry, who had cheated death many times before. Our last conversation 
(with Washington news editor Carole Feldman) was about happy memories. We decided he had 'trained' six 
Washington bureau chiefs. I was the last, and forever grateful for a COC who had my back at every turn.  

                
If you would like to drop a note to Judy, her address is: 

Judy Stephens 

1675 Forelmont St. 

Christiansburg, Va. 24073 

-0- 

Reaction to my asker on who among us has ever filed a Flash: 

George Bria:  I, George Bria, filed a flash from Rome on May 2, 1945, on the surrender of the Germans in Italy 
in WWII. It was on an RCA cable. I kept a copy and it has figured within the AP as an historic document. In my 
time, flashes on the domestic wire, the A-wire, were relatively common. I remember one on the acquittal  of 
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actor Errol Flynn of statutory rape charges in 1943 when I was filing a wire in Boston.  As I remember, a flash 
was accompanied by 15 bells to give operators time to synchronize wires for simultaneous transmission.  

And this comment from Neal Ulevich on Chinese media falling for a satirical New Yorker piece, as outlined in 
yesterday’s Connecting: 

The Chinese are making a habit of being conned by jokesters who peddle content as real  from The Onion or 
similar sources of satire.  Years ago, in what may have been the first such instance, my son, a student of 
Chinese language in Beijing, noted that the Beijing Evening News carried a story about Congress threatening to 
move out of Washington unless the government built them a spectacular new home - an obvious joke on 
greedy sports franchises wringing money for a new stadium out of cities by threatening to leave.  My son 
checked The Onion website, which had such a story. He alerted the Onion, which seemed delighted at the 
spoof and rewarded him with an Onion T-shirt.  Once word got out and western news agencies started calling 
the Beijing Evening News an editor there initially defended the report as being from a reliable source, but later 
backed off. 

-0- 

Here are AP Editorial Talking Points  (Shared by Valerie Komor) 

Niko Price, Europe editor, notes that this week’s installment focuses on an education scandal in the United 
States and how the U.S. Embassy in Kenya whisked one of its employees out of the country after he 
apparently caused a fatal crash. 

<<...>>  

Paul 

-0- 

AP issues correction on Obama quote 

http://www.politico.com/blogs/media/2013/08/ap-issues-correction-on-obama-quote-170273.html 

-0- 

Nieman Week in Review: Why Bezos is buying the Washington Post, and what’s next for it 

http://www.niemanlab.org/2013/08/this-week-in-review-why-bezos-is-buying-the-washington-post-and-
whats-next-for-it/ 

-0- 

The Post’s sale — 7 thoughts on a week that shook the newspaper industry 

http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/business-news/the-biz-blog/220158/the-posts-sale-7-thoughts-on-a-
week-that-shook-the-newspaper-industry/ 

-0- 
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Journalism schools need to adapt or risk becoming irrelevant  (Shared by Bill Beecham) 

http://www.poynter.org/how-tos/journalism-education/220410/scary-future-journalism-education/ 

 

Editorial Talking Points 
Week through Aug. 4, 2013 

   
TEXTBOOK SCOOP: Tom LoBianco, an Indiana state 
government reporter, reported exclusively that former 
Indiana schools chief Tony Bennett and his staff had 
doctored the state's A through F school grading system 
after discovering a charter school founded by a key 
Republican donor had earned a C. His reporting rocked 
two state governments and the education world 
throughout the United States.   
 LoBianco used freedom-of-information requests 
to obtain emails that detailed Bennett’s efforts to 
change the school-grading formula to make the Christel House charter school in 
Indianapolis look better. A few days after the AP story was published, Bennett resigned 
from his new job as Florida’s school chief. 
 The AP story fronted more than a dozen newspapers in the United States, and both 
The New York Times and the Washington Post credited AP for the exclusive. 
 Since arriving in Indiana, LoBianco had worked hard to develop sources. He was 
alerted to the school-grading story by a statehouse source who told LoBianco he 
approached him because he has shown he's willing to take on stories that rattle people's 
cages. Example: In April, LoBianco wrote a series on financial conflicts of interest involving 
a state representative who provided tax breaks for a company he co-founded and 
introduced legislation that would have benefited the clients of his lobbyist daughter.   
 
http://indy.st/19tg9V9 
 
 

HIT AND RUN: It was a small item in a 
Kenyan newspaper: A U.S. diplomat who had 
been involved in a fatal car accident in Nairobi 
was flown out of the country under cover of 
diplomatic immunity.  
 East African bureau chief Jason 
Straziuso smelled a story and set to 
investigating. After a 30-minute effort at 
persuasion, a police officer allowed Straziuso a 
30-second glance at the investigation 
documents, which contained strong evidence 

that the American likely caused the crash. Meanwhile, he used a Facebook group of Kenyan 
mothers to find the man’s widow, crafting a heart-wrenching story of the pregnant mother 
of three who had no job _ and now nobody to help. 
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 The AP report threw the story into the headlines both in Kenya and in the 
international news media. But others who chased the story the next day were unable to 
match the details Straziuso had obtained. Government officials posted the AP story on 
Facebook. Citizens took to Twitter to ask officials about progress in the investigation. A 
Kenyan law firm offered to represent the widow pro-bono. 
 
http://apne.ws/13t9p6c  
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