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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 8:25 AM
To: 'Paul and Linda Stevens'
Subject: CONNECTING: Controversy  over professor's tweet; Flooding look back; AP freelancer; 

Photos reissued; Media trust up slightly; Week in Review; USAT in 4 papers; Beat of 
Week; Best of States; APME Update

Colleagues, 
 
A violation of free speech? Caving in to political pressure? Or a statement so outrageous that it warranted a 
chancellor’s action? 
 
There’s controversy in the Heartland in reaction to a tweet by a University of Kansas journalism professor, 
David Guth, that blamed the Navy Yard shooting on the National Rifle Association. In announcing her decision 
to put Guth on indefinite leave, Chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little said in a statement that she sought “to 
prevent disruptions to the learning environment for students.” 
 
Here is a  link to the story: 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/20/david-guth-kansas-fired_n_3963351.html 
 

o One of our Connecting members, Steve Buttry, noted on Facebook: “The message this guy sent wishing for 
violence against those he disagreed with was abhorrent. But I'll bet people who put him on leave or advocated 
discipline against him have decried ‘political correctness’ in other contexts. If you don't believe in free speech 
for those you disagree with, you don't believe in free speech.”  
 
One of his Facebook friends had a different view: “Anyone wishing death on anyone else’s children is just a 
jerk whose ‘speech’ doesn’t rise to the level of deserving a defense, lest it devalue true civil discourse. He 
deserves to be fired for bringing shame on his university.” 
 
Got an opinion you want to share on the issue? Send it along. 
 
-0- 
 
Colorado Flooding – A look back 
 
In the aftermath of the Colorado flooding, and perspectives offered last week to Connecting by Joe McGowan 
and Dick Lipsey, Tad Bartimus and her husband Dean Wariner offer this interesting memory from four 
decades ago: 
 
Dean and I were the only reporters in Estes when Long Lake dam in Rocky Mountain National Park broke and 
flooded the town on July 15, 1982. I was working for the AP as a national roving reporter, answering to AP 
Newsfeatures Jack Cappon in New York, and Dean was a freelance contract photographer for several news 
outlets, including AP from time to time.  
 

mailto:stevenspl@live.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/20/david-guth-kansas-fired_n_3963351.html
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My parents, who had arrived for a visit the night before,  barely escaped a riverfront motel room before it was 
hit by a 30-foot wall of water... we got there in time, driving 70 mph through a still-dry main street,  to see the 
biblical sight ... I thought my parents were dead until, seconds later, Dean spotted my mother in her 
nightgown, with my dad's arm tight around her, below us next to the highway abutting the river, with the 
motel in mid-destruction on the other side.  
 
My dad, on his balcony and up early, had spotted small strips of wood starting to float down the river...along 
with some leaves... the wood had been stripped bare of bark... as a child, he had been through a flood in 
Missouri. Remembering that he had seen the same thing right before the Mo. flood, he grabbed mother, sans 
purse, got her into their car and gunned it across the little bridge spanning the picturesque trout stream, the 
Big Thompson River... my father had horrible knees and could barely climb steps... His pro-action surely saved 
he and my mother from serious injury, if not worse....everyone else at that motel had to climb the cliffs 
surrounding it to escape the floodwaters. Many were not rescued until late that night or the next morning, by 
helicopter and ropes.  
 
Most of the wirephotos that moved that day were taken by my husband Dean Wariner, who had to wade in 
water up to his waist, avoid floating cars and propane tanks, and climbed  buildings, including city hall,  for 
some of his dramatic shots. The emergency staging area was on the then-vast lawn of the Stanley Hotel, of 
"The Shining" fame. I pressed my parents into service to interview people (my mother was then co-owner and 
the associate editor of the Belton (Mo.) Star-Herald) ... my dad, a longtime Air Force pilot and veteran of WWII 
as well as Vietnam, helped evacuate flood victims and worked with rescuers.  Our rented cabin was 
undamaged, but for weeks afterward we helped friends muck out their main street businesses and rebuild. 
Because of my dad's childhood experience with the flood, we never ever lived in a house beside the Rockies' 
beautiful rivers.. in fact, our last house in Estes Park was, at that time, was considered the "highest" within the 
town limits, one mile west of The Stanley on highway 34, leading into the North entrance to RMNP. We had 
bears and the occasional cougar in our yard.  
 
This time around, while living here in Hana, Hawaii, we were able to put stranded Hana friends, renting a cabin 
in the Big Thompson Canyon for the summer, in contact with our dear friend Scott Dornan, chief of the Estes 
Park VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, who worked tirelessly to get help to them and hundreds of other people 
during the worst six days of flooding. I am attaching the video, which I think is on YouTube but was sent to us 
by friends who knew what was happening. The video shows one of our two friends being rescued via hand-
held zipline, late in the night last Friday... note that when the video begins it is daylight... by the time our 
friends were saved it was a dark and dangerous night. Every first responder is a hero, but these 20 or so 
rescuers, including divers, truly did save our friends' lives. Our gratitude to Fire Chief Scott Dornan and all who 
worked with him, and are STILL working with him, knows no bounds. 
 
We are deeply sad that Estes Park, our hometown of 13 years (and a place that holds wonderful memories for 
me as a teenager and college student during working summer vacations), is suffering again, as is all of the 200-
square mile flood area. 
 
We send Dick Lipsey and his wife, and all their friends and Estes residents, our very best wishes and good 
hopes for a complete (though extended, for sure) recovery.  
 
-0- 
 
And here’s a story to start your week with a smile, from Esquire: 
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Where Did All These Assholes Come From? 

http://www.esquire.com/80-things/where-did-all-these-assholes-come-from-1013?src=rss 
 
Paul 
 
-0- 
 
AP freelancer says report of rebel chemical weapons use not hers 
 
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/09/21/202832/ap-freelancer-says-report-of-rebel.html#storylink=cpy 
 
-0- 
 
AP reissues Navy Yard photos that were in doubt 
 
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/224049/ap-reissues-navy-yard-photos-that-were-in-doubt/ 
 
-0- 
 
In U.S., Trust in Media Recovers Slightly From All-Time Low 
 
http://www.gallup.com/poll/164459/trust-media-recovers-slightly-time-low.aspx 
 
-0- 
 
Last Week in Review: The breaking news errors continue, and media shield law skepticism 
 
http://www.niemanlab.org/2013/09/this-week-in-review-the-breaking-news-errors-continue-and-media-
shield-law-skepticism/ 
 
-0- 
 
Four Gannett newspapers will get a daily USA Today insert  (Shared by Bob Daugherty) 
 
http://jimromenesko.com/2013/09/19/four-gannett-newspapers-will-get-a-daily-usa-today-insert/ 
 
-0- 
 
Beat of the Week 
 
Rubbin' and racin' go hand in hand in NASCAR. Cars are always bumping and grinding into each other, and 
accusations _ even fists _ fly in arguments about drivers crossing the line. 

But Jenna Fryer, who has been covering NASCAR for AP for more than 10 years and is widely regarded as the 
foremost auto racing writer in the country, sensed something more was afoot in the wake of the controversial 
final race before the season-ending Chase for the Championship.  

http://www.esquire.com/80-things/where-did-all-these-assholes-come-from-1013?src=rss
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/09/21/202832/ap-freelancer-says-report-of-rebel.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/224049/ap-reissues-navy-yard-photos-that-were-in-doubt/
http://www.gallup.com/poll/164459/trust-media-recovers-slightly-time-low.aspx
http://www.niemanlab.org/2013/09/this-week-in-review-the-breaking-news-errors-continue-and-media-
http://jimromenesko.com/2013/09/19/four-gannett-newspapers-will-get-a-daily-usa-today-insert/
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This was more than the usual jostling in NASCAR races, if only because the stakes were higher _ who advanced 
and who didn’t, involving millions of dollars in bonus money and sponsorships, not to mention prestige.  

Fryer suspected cheating at a high level, and she was determined to break the story even as NASCAR was 
investigating on its own. 

She obtained driver audio files exclusively from a source and produced the first big break, that driver Brian 
Vickers had been ordered to basically take a dive. That was the key to NASCAR’s disciplinary action the next 
day, action that was another Fryer scoop. 

Carl Edwards won the Sept. 7 race at Richmond, Va., but the real news was something far different. Driver 
Ryan Newman had been leading late, and a victory would have given him the 12th and final spot in the Chase, 
NASCAR's version of a postseason playoff. Instead, Clint Bowyer spun out, costing Newman any shot and 
helping Bowyer's teammate, Martin Truex Jr., land the final Chase berth. 

A wild finish, but only the start for Fryer. 

The more she looked, the stronger Fryer’s suspicions got. There had been an unusual number of pit stops, a 
late spinout, radio chatter about the "Big Dog," even bribery. 

The day after the race, she got the driver audio files and reviewed those for Michael Waltrip Racing, the team 
for Bowyer, Truex and Vickers.  

She reported that Vickers was told to give up track position late in the race, helping Truex’s chances and 
hurting Jeff Gordon’s. Fryer had that exclusively, and NASCAR cited it as the smoking gun when it fined MWR 
$300,000 and suspended general manager Ty Norris indefinitely. 

http://racing.ap.org/article/nascar-investigating-bowyer-spin-richmond 

NASCAR, meanwhile, was trying to focus attention on the Chase instead of the controversy. But Fryer worked 
the phones all day and learned that MWR had been summoned to NASCAR for a meeting. She knew that 
racing teams are notified of decisions before they are announced, so when an evening news conference was 
scheduled, she put out messages to her sources, pulled her 9-year-old daughter out of acting class early, and 
jumped in her car.  

A full 25 minutes before NASCAR announced that Truex had been cut from the field in favor of Newman _ the 
first time in the Chase’s 10-year history that a driver had been bounced _ Fryer had an APNewsBreak citing 
two sources with the full details. 

http://racing.ap.org/article/newman-replaces-truex-nascar-chase 

The initial tweet quickly led to more than 4,000 clicks, an astounding number for the @AP_Sports account, 
and the story was retweeted by hundreds of followers, including reigning NASCAR champion Brad Keselowski, 
former MWR driver Mark Martin and top national beat writers from USA Today and Sporting News. 

And still Fryer wasn't done. 

As NASCAR moved to Chicago for the next race, she obtained the audio files from Richmond for tiny Front Row 
Motorsports. Too large to be sent electronically, the files were to be brought to the hotel, but with NASCAR 
officials milling about, the source got nervous and, in a clandestine moment worthy of a bad spy novel, 
delivered them to Fryer wrapped in a wash cloth. 

Those files captured Front Row asking the team owned by racing titan Roger Penske _ identified as the "Big 
Dog” on the team radio _ for favors during the Richmond race. That's hardly unusual in NASCAR, but the trade-

http://racing.ap.org/article/nascar-investigating-bowyer-spin-richmond
http://racing.ap.org/article/newman-replaces-truex-nascar-chase


5

off would affect the Chase. One of the Front Row drivers would slow down enough to help Penske driver Joey 
Logano make the field _ and deprive Jeff Gordon of a spot. 

http://racing.ap.org/article/did-penske-strike-deal-get-logano-chase 

The Penske team denied any wrongdoing, and NASCAR found nothing incriminating, but the story drew 
widespread attention and a shoutout on Deadspin, among others. NBC Nightly News interviewed Fryer for a 
piece on cheating in NASCAR, which took the unprecedented step of expanding the Chase field from 12 to 13 
by adding Gordon. 

http://racing.ap.org/article/nascar-adds-gordon-chase-field-amid-controversy 

Finally, the following Sunday, after a six-hour rain delay, NASCAR held its first race of the Chase, and Fryer, of 
course, was there to cover it. 

Best of the States 
 
Colleagues: 
 
Oct. 1 is the launch date for sweeping changes in the nation’s health care system that will touch nearly every 
American in some way, with the opening of health exchanges where consumers will be able to shop for 
insurance under President Obama’s Affordable Care Act. With the historic plan finally becoming a reality, how 
could the AP best serve its customers and the public at large? 
 
The answer was a robust, consumer-oriented package containing stories, sidebars, primers, interactives, 
photos and videos that explained with clarity what the complicated changes will mean. 
 
The significance of the project can be measured by the responses it received: Parts of it won front-page play 
from Florida to Washington state, and MSN showcased the entire package over two days. Almost a dozen 
newspaper editors and broadcasters offered their thanks. And a health expert from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation wrote a note saying “You are all way ahead of other media.”  
 
Washington reporter Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, who has covered federal health care policy for the past decade, 
used his expertise to write a mainbar that rang with authority, and also produced a second piece that walked 
consumers through what applying for coverage will be like. And Sacramento Correspondent Tom Verdin, who 
all this year has coordinated the AP’s coverage of the ACA rollout in the states, drove the creation of eight 
pieces delving into how the health care reforms will affect various segments of the population, such as an 
upper middle-class, self-employed single person who will be considering buying insurance on the exchanges.   
.  
Producing those pieces, along with other valuable explainers and primers, were Donna Blankinship in Seattle; 
Bob Christie in Phoenix; David Eggert in Lansing, Mich., Carla Johnson in Chicago; Kelli Kennedy in Miami; Sean 
Murphy in Oklahoma City; Michael Virtanen in Albany, N.Y.; Kristen Wyatt in Denver; Kevin Begos in 
Pittsburgh; Mike Blood in Los Angeles; Andrew DeMillio in Little Rock; Susan Haight in Hartford, Conn; Ann 
Sanner in Columbus, Ohio; and Catherine Lucey in Des Moines.   
 
For serving as the key components of a package that underscored AP’s role as a leader in coverage of the ACA 
implementation, Alonso-Zaldivar and Verdin share this week’s $300 Best of the States prize. 
 
Entries are now welcome for the current week. Find out more about the Best of the States contest, including 
eligibility requirements, at the Contest & Awards page on http://inside.ap.org/12981.htm.  

http://racing.ap.org/article/did-penske-strike-deal-get-logano-chase
http://racing.ap.org/article/nascar-adds-gordon-chase-field-amid-controversy
http://inside.ap.org/12981.htm.
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Kristin Gazlay 

P.S. In the interest of full disclosure, I was one of the driving forces of this package, but did not participate in 
the judging.  
 
-0- 
 
APME Update 
 
 
 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
Sept. 19, 2013 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sept. 27-28, NewsTrain workshop, Colorado Springs 
• Sold Out! Oct. 3-4, NewsTrain workshop, Seattle 
• Oct. 28-30, APME Annual Conference, Indianapolis 
NEW TODAY FROM APME 
APME Conference: Large vendor turnout 
The Associated Press Media Editors will have one of its largest groups of vendors 
attending the 2013 conference in Indianapolis, Oct. 28-30, 2013. 
Among the vendors signed up to attend the conference are AccuWeather, American 
Profile magazine, The Associated Press, Athlon Sports, Brandstand, Crowdy News, 
Digital First, Libercus, Marquette University, National Press Foundation, The New York 
Times, Parade magazine, Schurz Communications, ScribbleLive, Tansa Systems USA, 
USA Weekend magazine and Washington Post Writers Group. 
The theme of the conference is "Content is King." 
Conference sessions will include Sports Coverage and Access, First Amendment Showdown, Change 
Management, Keeping Print Alive, The New Ethics, Metering Mania and How to Reset Your Coverage and 
Priorities. 
The event will have two host hotels at two price points in the same complex, including the J.W. Marriott, $169 
per night, and the SpringHill Suites, $139 per night. Special rates are available until Thursday, Sept. 26. 
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The conference will be held just across the street at the Indiana State Museum. The first night's reception and 
APME Foundation auction will be held at the Indiana Roof Ballroom, and the second night will feature a 
reception at the NCAA Hall of Champions. 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
Members: $250 

Hotel reservations 
JW MARRIOTT INDIANAPOLIS 
King or Queen $169 per night 
Special rates available until Thursday, Sept. 26, 2013 
SPRINGHILL SUITES INDIANAPOLIS DOWNTOWN 
King w/Sleeper Sofa $139 per night 
Queen w/Sleeper Sofa $139 per night 
Special rates available until Thursday, Sept. 26, 2013 
Register for the conference today! 
Spend some time with newsroom coach Rosalie Stemer 
Editors: In this day of shrinking staffs and increased workload, are you concerned that your news organization 
is not bringing readers the high-quality content you know you're capable of providing? Are you juggling the 
unending demands of a 24-hour news cycle with social media, video, print, and web content? Here's a chance 
to meet one on one for 45 minutes with Rosalie Stemer, newsroom coach and editor, who will offer insights 
and suggestions tailored to your publication to help you and your staff create superior content on deadline. 
The sessions will take place at the APME Conference in Indianapolis, Oct. 28-30. 
Please send Rosalie the materials you would like her to read by Oct 8 — your print paper or specific content on 
your web site. Prior to the meeting, the editor should tell Rosalie which areas he or she would like to improve, 
and the main problems in achieving the goals.  
Contact Rosalie at rstemer@yahoo.com 
WATCHDOG REPORTING 
• Buffalo News: Toxic algae in Lake Erie oozes closer to Buffalo 
• Philadelphia Inquirer: Financial records of five city judges subpoenaed 
• New York Times: Wall St. exploits ethanol credits and prices spike 
• Minneapolis Star-Tribune: Boomers give rise to new med-tech age 
• Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel: Acne guidelines have unreported blemish 
• Los Angeles Times: Insurers hold down premiums but fewer doctors available 
• Indianapolis Sunday Star: Hospital charges vary for same procedures 

mailto:rstemer@yahoo.com
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• Detroit Free Press: Vehicle registration discounts cost Michigan millions 
• Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Pension adviser didn’t disclose tax liens 
Read more about these Watchdog efforts 
FROM AP 
Beat of the Week: Fryer 
Best of the States: Alonso-Zaldivar, Verdin 
INDUSTRY NEWS 
• The New Yorker introduces subtle design changes 
• LSU, newspapers reach deal over search records 
• Gov. Brewer welcomes newspaper publishers 
• Univision president Cesar Conde joins NBCUniversal 
• Journalists recall Kennedy assassination 
• Senate panel Oks measure defining a journalist 
• Vermont’s Leahy hails committee OK for shield law 
• Salt Lake Tribune reduces staff by 20 percent 
• UK's Mirror group investigated over phone hacking 
• Ex- journalist at UK tabloid charged over bribes 
• New Spanish language newspaper publishing in Utah 
• Fox ending Smith's nightly newscast 
• China warns of jail for viral posts deemed libel 
• Tina Brown to leave The Daily Beast 
• Southeastern takes 12 pct stake in News Corp. 
• Parra named publisher of Muskogee Phoenix 
• Weiner makes obscene gesture to NYC reporter 
• CBS News says it almost gave up on Assad interview 
• Google loses appeal in Street View snooping case 
Read about these Industry & Business stories  
Editors in the News: Palm, Ehrlick 
In Memoriam: Glidewell, Jones, Sperling, Hambrick, Steninger 
And Finally ... Senegalese rappers spin world news on TV program 
APME HEADLINES 
Register Now: APME Conference - Content Is King - Oct. 28-30, Indianapolis 
APME Auctions: Seeking Donations of Vacation Getaways, Jewelry, Wine 
Become a NewsTrain Ambassador in the Workshop's 10th Year 
Register: Colorado Springs NewsTrain Sept. 27-28 
Sold Out! Waiting list forming: Seattle NewsTrain Oct. 3-4 
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Join APME and NewsTrain on 

Facebook 
APME: 2,373 Likes 

NewsTrain: 217 Likes 
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Follow APME and NewsTrain on 

Twitter 
APME: 723 Followers 

NewsTrain: 136 Followers 
NewsTrainNW: 22 followers 

Quick Links 
Board of Directors | APME Bylaws | Committees | The Associated Press 

Enter Your Great Idea | Enter Innovator of the Month 
 


