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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 8:51 AM
To: Paul & Linda Stevens
Subject: CONNECTING:  Power of Image in War; From Syria on spec; How many will pay for 

digital news; Pickford film restored; American watchdog?; McClatchy shutting down 
retiree health plan; Best of states

Colleagues, 

Here are some items of interest. 

Welcome to our newest member of Connecting - John Sayler. 

(And apologies for my misspelling of our second newest member - Doug Pizac (c at the end, not k) 

Paul 

-0- 

The Power of the Image in War: How it has changed since Vietnam  (Shared by Paul Colford) 

http://www.marineclub.com/calendar/index.php?m=11&y=2013&view=list&show=&city%5b1%5d=1&d=14&i
d=686 

-0- 

From Syria, On Spec: Wary of Staff in Harm’s Way, Editors Leave War Coverage to $70 Stringers 

http://observer.com/2013/09/syria/ 

-0- 

How many people really pay for digital news? 

http://newsosaur.blogspot.com/2013/09/how-many-people-really-pay-for-digital.html 

-0- 

Mary Pickford film found in NH barn is restored  (Shared by Doug Pizac) 

http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2021886851_apuslostpickfordfilm.html 

-0- 

This American Watchdog? CIR and PRX pilot a radio show highlighting investigative reporting  
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http://www.niemanlab.org/2013/09/this-american-watchdog-cir-and-prx-pilot-a-radio-show-highlighting-
investigative-reporting/ 

-0- 

McClatchy to Shut Down Retirees' Health-Care Plan by End of 2014  (Shared by Scott Charton) 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-24/mcclatchy-to-shut-down-retirees-health-care-plan-by-end-of-
2014.html?cmpid=yhoo 

-0- 

Best of States 

Colleagues: 

The administration of Maine Gov. Paul LePage said in June that it wanted to reopen bidding for an offshore 
wind project to allow the University of Maine to get into the action. But there was a backstory – something 
that was being hidden from public scrutiny. And Alanna Durkin, the AP’s statehouse reporter in Augusta, used 
intuition, persistence and Maine’s Freedom of Access Act to be the only journalist to uncover it. 

Emails obtained by Durkin showed that LePage’s administration had worked behind the scenes to explicitly 
derail an agreement already made for the wind project with the Norwegian energy company Statoil, before 
bidding was reopened. In one email she obtained, written in May, LePage’s top energy official said the 
administration had initially floated “a much more aggressive effort to explicitly void” the agreement with 
Statoil.  

Hundreds of other emails and documents reviewed by Durkin provided a glimpse into negotiations among 
administration officials, lawmakers, lawyers and other stakeholders. Her story showed LePage’s administration 
had meddled in the work of state regulators, who are authorized by law to approve an offshore wind pilot 
project.  

Read it here: http://bit.ly/1b5PhfU 

Durkin’s efforts landed her on front pages in four state papers: Portland, Lewiston, Kennebec and Waterville. 
For a sharp-edged display of accountability journalism that pried open closed-door negotiations, she wins this 
week’s $300 Best of the States prize.  

Kristin Gazlay 
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