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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 02, 2013 9:32 AM
To: Paul & Linda Stevens
Subject: CONNECTING: Aye Aye Win honored; AP on top of news; Nieman week in review; 

Staged photos; 60 Minutes criticized; Obama, off the record; FCC changes; Ethics 
questions; Gettysburg anniversary; GateHouse layoffs; Blogger jailed

Colleagues, 

The AP's Myanmar correspondent, Aye Aye Win, was one of seven recipients of the prestigious Missouri 
Honor Medal earlier this week for their career-long dedication to journalism. 

In the attached photos, she is shown accepting the Honor Medal from University of Missouri Chancellor Brady 
Deaton; in the second photo, she is at left with fellow honorees - four-time Pulitzer Prize-winner Carol Guzy 
(center) and Hearst TV's Vice President for News Candy Altman. (Thanks to Professor Suzette Heiman of the 
University of Missouri for sharing the photos.) 
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<<...>> <<...>>  

Julia Bush of the Columbia Missourian profiled Win in this story published Tuesday: 

COLUMBIA — Aye Aye Win woke up at midnight to the sound of a car stopping in front of her home's gate. 

Win, a correspondent for the Associated Press, knew it was the police. The curfew in place in Myanmar in 2007 
meant cars were not allowed on the streets late at night. 

"I think they're coming for one of us," Win said to her husband. 

She was right. Her husband had time to pack a toothbrush and toothpaste before they took him away. 

All three times he was arrested, the police came at midnight. 

"A knock on the door at midnight unnerves you," Win said during a presentation Tuesday. "It traumatizes you." 

As reporters in Myanmar, the country formerly known as Burma, Win and her husband often report in 
dangerous circumstances. 

Win knows how to run. She was chased by police with tear gas and batons while she covered a protest in 2007, 
the year her husband was arrested. 
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If she could do everything over again, though, she would still be a journalist, Win said. 

"We know living this life there is always this threat," she said. "But the addiction (to journalism) is already with 
us." 

Win was one of seven journalists awarded a Missouri Honor Medal on Tuesday for their career-long dedication 
to journalism. 

This year's other medalists are FleishmanHillard, Hearst Television, Michael Golden, Carol Guzy, Greg Lee and 
Charles Lewis. 

As part of honor medal events, Win presented a question-and-answer session Tuesday at the Missouri School 
of Journalism. Her advice to student journalists? 

"Stay safe and be truthful," Win said. 

Win's father, U Sein Win, was also a journalist. 

"I think I fell in love with this job looking at my father's work," Win said. 

Her father, who died two weeks ago, taught her everything about reporting, she said, including the importance 
of accuracy and objectivity and how to leave emotion out of her work. 

"Since there is no journalism school, the only school I had was my father's school," Win said. 

Win's father also taught her that being right is more important than being first. 

She said her attention to accuracy over speed saved The Associated Press from major embarrassment on more 
than one occasion. 

In 2005, she stopped the news service from running a false story about a military coup she knew could not be 
happening. Her understanding of "military mind" and Myanmar's history told her not to trust other sources 
reporting the coup, she said. 

Win said living in Myanmar and knowing about the country's government and culture gives her an advantage 
over "parachute journalists," people who come briefly to Myanmar from other countries to do spot reporting. 

"You really have to understand the complexities of the country and its ethnic people," she said. "You cannot 
just read Wikipedia and become a (Myanmar) expert." 

Win's question-and-answer lecture Tuesday was casual. Instead of standing at the podium, she sat in a chair in 
front of an almost-full auditorium packed with journalism students, professors and guests. 

"I don't have any formal journalism training, so if you don't mind, can I sit down and talk with you?" Win said. 

She said she was happy to see an auditorium full of journalism students living in a free society. 

"You might have your problems, but I feel like yours might be less dangerous," she said. 
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Win said that since 2007, when her husband was arrested and she was chased by police, she has seen changes 
in the media and the government reaction to journalists in Myanmar. 

"The past two years, I'm not worried about a knock on the door at midnight," Win said. "I think — I hope — 
these days are over, and I hope we will see a real opening up of the media." 

-0- 

Win's father, U Sein Win, was the AP's Yangon correspondent from 1969 to 1989. He died weeks before his 
daughter’s honor. Here is a link to his obituary: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/19/world/asia/u-sein-win-champion-of-myanmar-press-freedom-dies-at-
91.html?_r=0 

-0- 

AP was on top of the news, as evidenced in this link posted on Facebook by John Bolt: 

http://memebase.cheezburger.com/senorgif/share/7881208320 

Paul 

-0- 

Nieman This Week in Review: The NSA finds another data back door, and Twitter’s visual turn 

http://www.niemanlab.org/2013/11/this-week-in-review-the-nsa-finds-another-data-back-door-and-twitters-
visual-turn/ 

-0- 

AP editors: Obama relies on staged propaganda photos  (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt, Bob Daugherty and 
John Terino) 

http://dailycaller.com/2013/11/01/ap-editors-obama-relies-on-staged-propaganda-photos/ 

-0- 

Veteran Journalists Criticize 60 Minutes For "Serious Problem" With Benghazi "Witness" 

http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/11/01/veteran-journalists-criticize-60-minutes-for-se/196718 

-0- 

President Obama, off the record 

http://www.politico.com/story/2013/11/president-obama-off-the-record-99180.html 

-0- 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/19/world/asia/u-sein-win-champion-of-myanmar-press-freedom-dies-at-
http://memebase.cheezburger.com/senorgif/share/7881208320
http://www.niemanlab.org/2013/11/this-week-in-review-the-nsa-finds-another-data-back-door-and-twitters-
http://dailycaller.com/2013/11/01/ap-editors-obama-relies-on-staged-propaganda-photos/
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/11/01/veteran-journalists-criticize-60-minutes-for-se/196718
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/11/president-obama-off-the-record-99180.html
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F.C.C. Plans Sweeping Changes to Bolster AM Radio 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/02/business/media/fcc-plans-sweeping-changes-to-bolster-am-
radio.html?adxnnl=1&pagewanted=all&adxnnlx=1383365337-Osd+/DTBTiVvPBka2MEbDQ 

-0- 

NBC News subsidiary's deal with the Andersons raises old ethics questions 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/nbc-news-subsidiarys-deal-with-the-andersons-raises-old-
ethics-questions/2013/10/31/95bbbd08-41a4-11e3-8b74-d89d714ca4dd_story.html 

-0- 

York, Pa., newspaper: Obama refusal to give Gettysburg anniversary address "unacceptable"  (Mittelstadt) 

http://www.mercurynews.com/digital-first-media/ci_24432809/editorial-obamas-rejection-gettysburg-
invitation-is-unacceptable 

-0- 

GateHouse’s Times Herald-Record lays off all four of its staff photographers  (Daugherty) 

http://jimromenesko.com/2013/11/01/gatehouses-times-herald-record-lays-off-all-four-of-its-staff-
photographers/ 

-0- 

Alabama Politics Blogger Jailed For Writings On Ex-Governor's Son  (Shared by Bill Beecham) 

http://talkingpointsmemo.com/muckraker/alabama-politics-blogger-jailed-for-writings-on-ex-governor-s-son 
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