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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:21 AM
To: 'Paul and Linda Stevens'
Subject: CONNECTING: More Harry memories; African crisis; PR job; AP e-book; Patch; Yahoo 

deal; FCC rules; Register columnist; Obama-cameras; Newsweek; Fox News, Snowden; 
Rolling Stone; Google Glass; ND journalism

Colleagues, 
 
Here are some items of interest. 
 
More memories of Harry Rosenthal: 
 
G.G. LaBelle:  Something out to be said about his unflagging enthusiasm for the story. I was on the "pope 
desk" in 1979 when John Paul II visited the U.S., and Harry was one of the reporters covering the visit. I 
remember Harry calling from Boston as the pope was about to go through the streets. It was pouring there 
and Harry didn't have an umbrella, so he was bitching about the rain. He was too old, he said, for this sort of 
thing. This was definitely the last time he'd do anything like that. Then the complaints were interrupted. 
"There he is," said an excited Harry. "He's in the pope-mobile, he's smiling and waving, the crowd is going wild 
....  A few days later the pope was to appear at a farm field outside Des Moines. I had an Iowa  staffer on the 
phone and was trying to set up the story. "What does it look like out there?" I asked. "It's sunny," the Iowa 
staffer said. "Yeah," I said, "but what's going on. Help me set the scene."  "It's pretty much like always," he 
said. I asked if Harry was around and could I talk to him. Sure he was. So I ask Harry what the place was like. 
"The wheat stretches for miles ..." he began. You could always depend on Harry. 
 
Chuck Lewis: Harry’s enthusiasm was triggered by whatever story he was working on. He loved the pursuit, no 
matter the quarry. This characteristic was in full display every year when the he covered the Scripps Spelling 
Bee. Harry loved the Spelling Bee story; most of his bureau colleagues didn’t share that affection and were 
only too happy to defer to him. 

Richard Pyle: Harry Rosenthal and I were colleagues in the AP Washington bureau (WX, then) in the 1970s and 
as a journalist he was everything others have said about his skills and dead-serious enthusiasm for the job. He 
was often seen, rumpled, chain-smoking, walking around the office, talking out his leads, trying them on 
others, before he turned to the typewriter. Few people knew he had been a sleepwalker for years, but he 
once confided to me (and I presume, to others) that his wife Nadine regularly slept in the daytime so she could 
stay up at night and keep him from wandering. Harry and I shared coverage on one truly memorable 
journalistic adventure, the 1977 escape of James Earl Ray, the killer of Dr Martin Luther King Jr., from Brushy 
Mountain state penitentiary in eastern Tennessee. On June 10, 1977, Ray and six other convicts used a 
plumbing-pipe ladder made in the prison shop to go over a wall and were on the loose for about three days. 
Covering the story was a classic exercise in wire service journalism of the pre-digital era. From Washington, 
Harry and I, along with an AP radio reporter and a photographer, flew by chartered plane to Knoxville, rented 
cars to drive to Petros, a tiny (pop. 1,200) town in the wild Cumberland mountains, and paid a housewife 35 
bucks a day for exclusive use of her phone. The nearest motel was in Oak Ridge, some 20 miles away. Harry 
and I split up the story, one doing the AMs and the other PMs.  It was colorful, exciting and at times hilarious, 
with prison guards using coon hounds to track down the fugitives, while TV networks tried to outspend each 
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other on rented RVs and at least one helicopter. Despite the worldwide media attention suddenly focused on 
them, the prison officials remained amazingly calm about the crash-out. ``They sometimes get out of the 
prison but they never get out of these hills,'' A warden told us. Being ``on the run,'' he explained, meant hiding 
in abandoned, rattlesnake-infested mineshafts and caves with bats and swarms of mosquitoes. After a  pair of 
hounds named Sandy and Little Red ran to earth an escapee who turned out to be Ray, their handlers sat for a 
news conference. We all had in mind the prison movies we'd seen, and one reporter asked what Ray did when 
he heard the dogs baying on his trail.  ``He didn't.'' ``He didn't? Why not?'' ``Dogs don't bay. They run silent.'' 
(Another myth shot to hell.) As Ray was captured around midnight, I wrote the breaking story essentially for 
west coast morning papers. Harry, ever the fierce competitor, was seriously annoyed that we hadn't 
awakened him to come running right away. But when he realized the next news cycle, the Sunday papers, 
would be all ``By Harry Rosenthal,'' I think he might actually have forgiven us. I last saw Harry at an AP annual 
dinner, not sure of the year, and was stunned to discover that he had lost his eyesight. He was calm but 
understandably subdued, none of the old garrulous Rosenthal, and the conversation was very awkward. I have 
always wished I had done better by a man who was one of the very best of us.   

Ed Tobias:  Harry was never far from wherever the best view of things could be obtained. We were at KSC 
(Kennedy Space Center) for one of the shuttle launches and stayed there to cover the mission from AP’s trailer 
on the press mound.  Two or three days into the mission the giant crawler, on which the shuttle traveled from 
the VAB (Vehicle Assembly Building) to the launch pad, lumbered its way back to the VAB.  I think it was Harry 
who suggested that everyone should walk over and get a closer look.  Howard Benedict and I stayed behind 
and we were there when KSC’s media chief, Hugh Harris, called to say that Harry and his companions, who I 
think included “managers of the future” Jon Wolman and Mike Silverman, had wondered close enough to be 
“arrested” by the KSC cops.  Howard fretted mightily about how he was going to explain this to 50 Rock but 
Harris managed to talk the cops into releasing the wayward AP’ers with only a scolding. 
 
Welcome to the newest member of Connecting - Karen Ball. 
 
Paul 
 
-0- 

AP’s Jerome Delay: Illuminating a Central African Crisis, Photo by Photo  (Paul Colford) 

http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/12/17/illuminating-a-central-african-crisis-photo-by-photo/?_r=0 

-0- 
 
AP national political editor Liz Sidoti takes BP PR job  (Bob Daugherty) 
 
http://jimromenesko.com/2013/12/16/associated-press-national-political-editor-liz-sidoti-takes-bp-pr-job/ 
 
-0- 
 
New AP e-book recommends free attractions across U.S. 
 
http://www.ap.org/content/press-release/2013/new-ap-ebook-recommends-free-attractions-across-us 
 
-0- 
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Patch: Learning the hard way in local news 
 
http://www.knightdigitalmediacenter.org/blogs/mclellan/2013/12/patch-learning-hard-way-local-news 
 
-0- 
 
Yahoo signs deal with NBC to offer live-streaming of 2014 Winter Olympics  

http://thenextweb.com/media/2013/12/17/yahoo-signs-deal-nbc-offer-live-streaming-2014-winter-
olympics/#!p59Bx 
 
-0- 

FCC Withdraws Proposal to Relax Media-Ownership Rules 

http://online.wsj.com/news/article_email/SB10001424052702303949504579262803786617112-
lMyQjAxMTAzMDEwNjExNDYyWj 
 
-0- 
 
Des Moines columnist calls for repeal of Second Amendment, death of gun owners 
 
http://www.examiner.com/article/des-moines-columnist-calls-for-repeal-of-second-amendment-death-of-
gun-owners 
 
AND 

BREAKING NEWS: Obama Administration to Allow More Cameras in the White House (Daugherty) 

http://newcameranews.com/2013/12/14/breaking-news-obama-administration-allow-cameras-white-house/ 
 
-0- 
 
Industry slow to change: what Newsweek thought was wrong with newspapers in 1965  (Mark Mittelstadt, 
Doug Pizac) 
 
http://jimromenesko.com/2013/12/16/what-was-wrong-with-newspapers-in-1965/ 
 
-0- 
FOX News ratings top CNN, Headline News, MSNBC combined  (Mittelstadt) 
 
http://variety.com/2013/tv/news/fox-news-remains-ratings-dynamo-as-2013-comes-to-close-1200964903/ 
 
-0- 
 
Edward Snowden the spy novel? The movie? 
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/12/16/usa-snowden-books-idUSL2N0JV19020131216?irpc=932 
 
-0- 
 
Local papers come to Camden's defense against Rolling Stone piece 
 
http://www.courierpostonline.com/article/20131216/news21/312150054/trethan-rolling-stone-gathers-no-
depth-coverage-camden?nclick_check=1 
 
AND 
 
http://www.phillymag.com/news/2013/12/12/rolling-stone-camden-article-poverty-porn-rutgers-professor/ 
 
-0- 
 
From Google Glass to Snowfalling: What will journalism look like in 2014 
 
http://pando.com/2013/12/13/from-google-glass-to-snowfalling-what-will-journalism-look-like-in-2014/ 
 
-0- 

Two Examples Illustrating The Sorry State Of Journalism In North Dakota  (Daugherty) 

http://sayanythingblog.com/entry/two-examples-illustrating-the-sorry-state-of-journalism-in-north-
dakota/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+SayAnything+%28Say+Anyt
hing%29 
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