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Green, Scott

From: Paul and Linda Stevens <stevenspl@live.com>
Sent: Saturday, January 04, 2014 8:52 AM
To: 'Paul and Linda Stevens'
Subject: CONNECTING: Tributes to Dave Martin continue; Circle of life; AP seeks Christie 

reporter; David Brooks and marijuana; Fox tops ratings; Perils of global news 
exchange; Going without distractions; Bob Grant death; Now that is dedication!

Colleagues, 
 
Two dying men sit on boulders atop a hill overlooking the ancient pyramids. Morgan Freeman says to Jack 
Nicholson: “You know, the ancient Egyptians had a beautiful belief about death. When their souls got to the 
entrance to heaven, the guards asked two questions.  Their answers determined whether they were able to 
enter or not. ‘Have you found joy in your life?’  'Has your life brought joy to others?’” 
 
It’s my favorite scene from a favorite movie, “The Bucket List,” and it is very apparent to me that AP 
photographer Dave Martin more than met both criteria. The tributes to his life from the hundreds upon 
hundreds of people whose lives he touched so positively in his 59 years continue to pour in – on social media 
where there is a special Facebook page in his memory, in special tribute blogs set up in newspapers from The 
Wall Street Journal to The Wichita Eagle, and to Connecting. Here is a sampling of the highlights: 
 
Corporate Communications has assembled a gallery of Dave’s photography, and here is a link, accompanied by 
these remarks from Brian Horton:” 
 
http://www.brianhorton.info/resources/martin/index.html 

Brian Horton: Much has been said of Dave's fine photography, as it should be, but just as important to me on 
an assignment was the spirit he brought to the job each time. 

Hollywood couldn't create a character that was as interesting as Dave. He had this "aw, shucks" way about 
him but under all that was one of the smartest photographers I ever worked with. At a golf tourney, for 
instance, Dave was always the first out to the course each morning and he'd walk the course looking for 
different angles and shortcuts to get from one hole to another. Later in the day, when I'd radio the 
photographers and ask if anyone was near 16, for instance, Dave would always say, "I'll take it," and he beat 
everyone there no matter where he was.  

At the Masters, where photographers can't go inside the ropes, Dave was the master himself at moving 
around the course, befriending spectaors at key holes who would hold spots for him along the ropes. 

At the end of the day was when the true Mullett would come out. Dave was often a part of the setup crew for 
the Super Bowl with me and one of the first things he'd buy when we arrived in a town was a grill and a deep 
fryer. We'd have steaks one night and burgers another and, at least once during the week, Dave would deep 
fry a turkey for the crew. Dave taught me about deep-fried turkeys long before the New York Times food 
pages made them mainstream. 
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He'd sit and tell these wonderful stories, that may have had a little truth in them but were always full of 
humor and joy, long into the night. Then, the next morning, he'd be the first one up and out the door. 

His enthusiasm for life and for his work with the AP was a joy to be around. 

-0- 
 
Faith Peppers, the wife of Atlanta staff photographer John Bazemore, wrote this wonderful remembrance on 
her blog: 
 
http://jfaithp.wordpress.com/2014/01/02/farewell-to-mullet-and-white-bread/ 

-0- 
 
Paul Colford shares that among the many offering tributes were NBC News’ PhotoBlog 
(http://nbcnews.to/KmyFEt), the San Francisco 49ers football team (http://bit.ly/KmyM2J), WSFA-TV in 
Montgomery, Ala. (http://bit.ly/1iwGOEZ) and USA Today (http://usat.ly/KmPgbl).  
 
Former AP photo editor Chelsea CX Matiash, now a photo editor with the Wall Street Journal, made her first 
post on the WSJ photo blog:  http://blogs.wsj.com/photojournal/2014/01/02/remembering-ap-photographer-
dave-martin/ 
 
-0- 
 
Estes Thompson:  Covering news in the field with David Martin was a great experience. He literally threw 
himself into the work. Mullet chided our editors for wanting to rent SUVs when hurricanes hit the coast 
because Chevrolet Monte Carlos floated better and he could skim flooded roads.During one Outer Banks 
storm, he walked down a flooded road at Stumpy Point after a hurricane and disappeared briefly into a ditch, 
but his camera remained in his hand above the water. He was after a photo of a man up the road shooting 
rattlesnakes flushed out by the rising water. Quite a guy, colleague and a worker.  
 
-0- 
 
Michelle Williams, Atlanta bureau chief, noted that the loss was “devastating in so many ways. Dave was not 
only one of the best shooters in the industry, he was a genuine, thoughtful and witty man who never met a 
stranger. We should all be so lucky to be remembered so fondly as Dave.” She shares the address for Dave's 
wife, Jamie, if you would like to send condolences: 
 
Jamie Martin 
2115 Carter Hill Rd. 
Montgomery, Ala. 36106 
 
Mike Stewart, AP regional photo editor/South in Atlanta, said there would be a memorial for Dave at 3 p.m. 
Monday at Shashys Bakery and Fine Foods, 1700 Mulberry St., in Montgomery. Connecting will let you know 
when formal services are announced. 
 
-0- 
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The circle of life, they call it, and on the day Dave Martin was stricken, a child was born, and on the day he 
died, New Years Day, that child’s twin was born. Connecting colleague Mark Hamrick shared this link to the 
birth of the twins on separate days and in separate years. Their father is a National Press Club staffer. Mark 
writes: Warren Begazo is a beloved waiter at the National Press Club, who has made quite a bit of news 
himself upon the arrival of 2014.  I see him every morning, as I did upon his return to the Club. I have joked 
with him in the past about his engaging personality, referring to Warren as the "speaker of the House." I was 
telling him now that he'll be the "Father of the House." He says his wife and both new twins are doing 
well.  Even as he worked both breakfast and lunch today (Friday), he was preparing to be interviewed by 
another television crew.  I have known him to be a terrific NPC staffer, including during my year as Club 
president in 2011. Fortunately, my new office with Bankrate is in the National Press Building, so I have the 
opportunity to visit with him on regular basis.  The link: 
 
http://www.wjla.com/articles/2014/01/new-year-twins-one-born-december-31-2013-the-other-january-1-
2014-98739.html 

-0- 
 
Want a good read? Connecting colleague Sandy Johnson posted this link to the New York Times on Facebook: 

A Speck in the Sea 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/05/magazine/a-speck-in-the-sea.html?smid=fb-
nytimes&WT.z_sma=MG_ASI_20140103&bicmp=AD&bicmlukp=WT.mc_id&bicmst=1388552400000&bicmet=
1420088400000&_r=1& 
 
-0- 
 
Welcome to the newest members of Connecting – Arlon Southall, Jack Kanthal, Michelle Williams, Anthony 
Marquez, Howard Goldberg, Dale Leach, Dorothy Abernathy, Jim Baltzelle and Bill Kole. 
 
Paul 
 
-0- 
 
AP seeks aggressive beat reporter to cover Christie 
 
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/media/2014/01/8538251/ap-seeks-aggressive-beat-reporter-cover-
christie?top-featured-2 
 
-0- 
 
David Brooks and marijuana 
 
http://www.politico.com/blogs/media/2014/01/today-in-david-brooks-and-marijuana-180527.html 
 
-0- 

2013: Fox News tops ratings race, CNN slides to 20-year low in prime time 
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http://www.politico.com/blogs/media/2014/01/fox-news-tops-ratings-race-cnn-slides-in-primetime-
180451.html 
 
-0- 
 

The perils of global news exchange   (Latrice Davis) 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/insidestory/2014/01/perils-global-news-exchange-

20141272720736851.html 

 

-0- 
 
When a Missouri high school student goes without electronic distractions  (Scott Charton) 
 
http://www.bearingnews.org/2013/11/14/social-media-cleanse-leads-to-anxiety-free-month/ 
 
-0- 

Bob Grant, Father of Conservative Talk Radio, Dead at 84  (Roy Bolch) 

http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/Grant-radio-obituary-
conservative/2014/01/02/id/544851?ns_mail_uid=28342144&ns_mail_job=1551867_01022014&promo_code
=161B7-1 
 
-0- 
 
Now, that is dedication! 
 
http://newsfeed.time.com/2013/12/31/most-dedicated-reporter-ever-passes-out-on-live-tv-then-wakes-up-
and-finishes-segment/ 
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