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Good Morning, 
 
Connecting colleague Kent Flanagan underwent six 

hours of surgery Friday at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center in Nashville for pancreatic cancer. His 
wife, Janet Flanagan, reports the procedure "went 

as well as could be expected" and said they are 
optimistic for his recovery. He will be at Vanderbilt 
for about 10 days,  then have a minimum of three 
months of recovery. "Chances are good that the 

pancreatic mass has been completely removed!" 
Janet posted on Facebook. Pathology results on the 
removed tissue are expected by Wednesday. 

"Thanks for your good thoughts," she wrote. 
 
Apparently the surgery did little to change the man who many of us 
knew as a good newsman and excellent bureau chief, quick with the 

quip and a bright outlook. "The PUNSTER in him was trying to come 
out in his transfer from recovery to his room, except his lips wouldn't 
work right, he was zonked out of his mind, and he was truly funnier 
than his normal bad jokes!," Janet wrote. "Nurses have already 

figured him out." 
 
Before surgery on Friday, Kent shared with Facebook friends his 

journey to the operating table: "I've been going to specialists over 
the past seven months trying to find out why I was feeling so listless 
and finally got the answer two weeks ago when my skin began 
turning a bright yellow. Excellent medical care from doctors and staff 
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at Williamson Medical and Vanderbilt determined that I have a pre-
cancerous growth on one end of my pancreas that was blocking my 

bile ducts. I have surgery this morning at Vanderbilt by Dr. Merchant, 
one of the best oncology specialists and surgeons in the country. I 
will lose a third of my pancreas and my gallbladder. The best news is 
that this was caught early and it is operable -- one of only about 8 

percent of such cases. I will be in the hospital for up to 10 days and 
Janet will provide Facebook updates beginning next week. After my 
release, I will have at least three months of recuperation and healing. 
And then I will begin piecing together a one-person consulting 

company involving media, especially the intersection of tradition and 
social media, and politics. This is just a short detour and I hope to be 
the better for it." 

 
For friends not on Facebook, well-wishes can be sent to Kent at 
kent.flanagan@gmail.com. Janet asks that telephone calls to Kent at 
the hospital (he is registered as Van K. Flanagan) wait until early 

next week. Cards may be sent to his home: 613 Riverview Drive, 
Franklin, TN 37064. 

 

(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) 
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In other news, AP photographer Markus Schreiber won first prize-
singles in Observed Portraits from World Press Photo for his poignant 

image "Farewell Mandella" of a South African woman reacting in 
disappointment outside Union Buildings in Pretoria after access to see 
former President Nelson Mandela was closed on the third and final 
day of his casket lying in state. 

 
Erin Madigan White has a piece on AP's blog, "The Definitive 
Source," taking readers behind the scenes of the Winter Games at 
Sochi with AP journalists. "The AP team has been tireless," AP Vice 

President and Managing Editor Lou Ferrara said. "They aren't just 
covering the games - they are telling stories that no one else has, 
with a global perspective and in video, text, audio and stunning 

photos. Credit goes to the AP journalists and the technology team." 
The piece includes links for a list of AP Sochi staff to follow on Twitter 
and a video with Global Sports Editor Michael Giarrusso. 
 

Former AP correspondent and Connecting member Mort Rosenblum 
is one of four award-winning journalists on a panel next Tuesday 
discussing "Reporting Border Conflict: Stifled News, Lost Lives." The 

presentation will take place at the University of Arizona, Tucson. 
Rosenblum, now an Arizona journalism professor of practice, is an 
eight-time Pulitzer nominee and Arizona alum. He joined AP in 1965 
after working at the Arizona Daily Star. Throughout his career, he 

covered war and peace on four continents. He also edited the 
International Herald Tribune from 1979 to 1981 and is author of a 
global news coverage book series. 
 

Among those celebrating Valentine's 
Day Friday were Connecting editor 
Paul Stevens and his wife, Linda, 

who are off for two weeks of travel 
to Florida. They stopped long 
enough for a photo on Ft. 
Lauderdale Beach. "Celebrating 

Valentine's Day with my first love 
and my best friend. Doesn't get any 
better than that," Paul wrote. 

Valentine's Day also happened to be 
the anniversary of when Paul's parents, now departed, were married 
in 1946 in Missouri. 
 

In a newsletter to Virginia AP members, Chief of Bureau Dorothy 

Abernathy noted that for the fourth quarter of 2013 AP will share 
more than $55,000 with members for their participation in Digital 
News Experiences (sports microsites). Payments will be made based 

on the amount of traffic that participating members have driven to 
the sites.  
  

Former Virginia AP statehouse writer George Wilbur was inducted 
this week into the Virginia Capitol Correspondents Hall of Fame. 
George worked for the AP for 35 years. He was a co-founder of the 
Virginia Capitol Correspondents Association and served as its first 

president. Dorothy notes George is an avid gardener and traveler. In 
2010, he published a book on his many journeys, called "Memories 
by the Mile." 

 



4

AP's Best of the States winners are at the bottom of today's 
Connecting. 

The Connecting mailbox is open... 
While Paul Stevens is away, send tips, stories, photos to 
apconnecting@yahoo.com. 

 

Items of Interest... 



5

This Week in Review: What's at stake in the Comcast deal, and a first 
look at First Look Media 

 
Ken Doctor: The newsonomics of Comcast's deal and our digital 
wallets 
 

Foreign governments using cyber-attacks to intimidate journalists, 
rights activists in the U.S., group says 
 
Slate: Online privacy for journalists really is possible 

 
How a crime becomes political: in-depth look at coverage of Trayvon 
Martin case 

 
Nearly one of 10 World Press Photo finalists disqualified for being 
digitally altered (shared by Bob Daugherty) 
 

LA Times' Barbara Davidson named 2013 POYi Newspaper 
Photographer of the Year 
 

Color Run sues college photographer when he asks for compensation 
for his image 
 
Newspaper owner gunned down in Brazil 

 
Indiana University plans statue of WWII correspondent Ernie Pyle 
 
Is it journalism? Or is it fiction? Blurred lines of "new journalism" 

 
Lawyer warns of the pitfalls of talking to media 
 

Philly TV reporter prematurely announces death of former Phillies 
manager (Daugherty) 
 
Joe Clipper wins comment of the day 

 
Free Webinar on Tuesday to help journalists understand Bitcoin 
 

Cronkite Gallery curator reflects on career, changes in journalism 
 
Photojournalism: From the agency model to era of citizen journalism 
 

SPJ honors San Quentin prison newspaper 
 
Bill would make Kentucky officials personally liable for open-records 
violations  

 

 

Media Oops 

Sorry, Shirley, but you're no icon or legend 
(Daugherty) 

 
Give yourself a hand if you can find what's wrong 
with this Target ad  

 
AP Best of the States 
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What's the most important word in journalism? How about "go." 
Sometimes, you just have to go there. Even when there is out in the 

middle of a dirty river best reached by canoe. 
  

That's just what Michael Biesecker, Raleigh newsman, and Gerry 

Broome, Raleigh photographer, did when they sensed that the 

impact of a big coal-ash spill at a Duke Energy power plant in Eden, 
N.C., could be much worse than anyone was letting on. Turned out 
they were right. They could see that plainly when they paddled out 
into the middle of the ash-choked Dan River. 

  

Biesecker had hit upon the idea of 
using the canoe - his canoe, by the 

way - as he and Carolinas News 
Editor Tim Rogers talked over the 
best ways to examine exactly what 
the spill had done to the river. 

Biesecker loaded it onto his car, 
and they were off.  While he and 
Broome were putting it in the river, 

a man affiliated with the 
Waterkeeper Alliance, the 
environmental group founded by 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., offered to 

go with them in his own canoe. 
They agreed and he showed them 
to some places along the river. 
  

Back at the spill site, Duke Energy officials and state regulators were 
trying to downplay the effects even as the river turned a deathly 
looking grey. Biesecker and  Broome started to find the elements of a 

very different story when they hit the river, the only journalists to do 
so at that point. 

From the canoe, Biesecker was able to report that downstream of the 
spill, gray sludge was several inches deep. That became evident 

when a paddle was pushed down into the muck. In addition, the AP 
team saw that the riverbank was coated for more than two miles. 
And when the Dan crested overnight, a distinctive gray line stood in 

contrast to the brown bank, " like a dirty ring on a bathtub." 

Their reporting put the AP ahead on the extent and immediate effects 
of the spill even as hundreds of Duke workers scrambled to plug a 
hole in a pipe at the bottom of the 27-acre pond where the toxic ash 

had been stored. Up to 82,000 tons of ash mixed with 27 million 
gallons of contaminated water had spilled into the river. 

More would be revealed in test results and court filings over the next 
four days, as Biesecker and Mitch Weiss, Charlotte correspondent, 

kept the AP reporting well ahead. Biesecker followed with a 
comprehensive story on a dispute over arsenic levels in the river 
downstream from the spill.  

He and Weiss then provided with a look at how the state was acting 
to try and shield Duke from federal lawsuits over the coal ash sites 
the company long had insisted were safely engineered and 

 

Amy Adams, North Carolina 

campaign coordinator with 

Appalachian Voices dips her hand 

into the Dan River in Danville, Va. 

as signs of coal ash appear in the 

river. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome). 
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maintained. 

The eyewitness on-the-river story and Broome's photos played well 

across the state and around the country, caught the attention of 
national environmental groups. The ensuing AP reporting on the spill 
was placed prominently even on the site of the Charlotte Observer, 
which has assigned a reporter to cover just the spill. 

The AP scoops also spurred Duke to share their testing results with 
us. In addition, after not addressing the spill for much of a week, 
Gov. Pat McCrory went to the spill site the day after we asked him 
why he had not been there yet. 

This week, federal authorities launched a criminal investigation into 
the spill, with the U.S. Attorney's Office in Raleigh issuing subpoenas 
seeking records from both Duke Energy and the North Carolina 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources related to the Dan 
River incident and the state's oversight of the company's 30 other 
coal ash dumps in North Carolina. 

For paddling further than the competition to get their story, 

Biesecker, Broome and Weiss share this week's $300 Best of the 
States prize. 

  

Mike Oreskes 
 

Mark Mittelstadt 
Connecting newsletter 

apconnecting@yahoo.com  
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