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Colleagues, 

  

The Constitution Project will host its 7th Annual Constitutional 

Champions Gala on Thursday, April 24, 2014, in Washington, DC. This 

event will honor individuals who have, in the face of adversity, stood up 

for the American ideals of liberty, justice, and the rule of law and fought 

to defend our nation's Constitution and the rights it guarantees.  

  

Honorees will include AP President and CEO Gary 

B. Pruitt (right), for publicly challenging the 

government's unprecedented use of surveillance to 

intimidate journalists; Brendan V. Sullivan Jr., 

Robert M. Cary and other members of the late 

Senator Ted Stevens' legal team at Williams & 

Connolly LLP, for their insistence that federal 

prosecutors fulfill their constitutional obligation to 

disclose exculpatory evidence; and Henry F. 

Schuelke III along with William B. Shields, his 

colleague at Blank Rome LLP, for writing the report 

that highlighted the prosecutors' failure to hand over exculpatory 

evidence in the Stevens case. 

(Shared by Paul Colford) 
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After AP, A Second Chance at Life 

  

David Kalish is a new member of Connecting and shares this report on 

his life and his new book, "The Opposite of Everything."   

  

In 2000, I was a national 

business reporter at The 

Associated Press in New 

York City, about to be 

posted to Mexico City as 

a foreign 

correspondent. It was a 

dream job - jetting 

around Latin America to 

cover business. Though 

I'd been diagnosed with 

thyroid cancer six years earlier, the disease was not then causing trouble 

and I felt at the top of my game. All set to go, I'd sublet my apartment in 

Brooklyn, changed my health insurance from domestic to international, 

sold my car, and booked international movers to ship my possessions 

from Park Slope, Brooklyn to Mexico City. 

  

But just three weeks before my wife and I were scheduled to board a 

plane for another life, a routine CT scan revealed that my cancer, until 

then confined to my neck, had metastasized to my lungs. The news blew 

away my hopes and dreams. I was forced to stay stateside to focus on 

my health and undergo intense chemotherapy. 

  

There was a bright side to this tragedy, however. First of all, thirteen 

years later, I got a novel out of it - a dark comedy, just published, 

entitled The Opposite of Everything. It fictionalizes my odyssey through 

divorce (from my first wife) and cancer diagnosis in 1994, to treatment 

and hope today. It finds comedy in the fact the cancer forced me to 

reverse everything I'd worked for - completely unwinding my plans to 

relocate my career and life to Mexico. I was forced to do the opposite of 

everything, more or less. How the book grew from such disquiet in my 

life, through more than a decade of gestation, is itself a story that bears 

repeating. 

  

The book resolves, as my life does, with the birth of our daughter, which 

reaffirmed my faith in a more benign growth - the one to be nurtured 

with love and caring. 

  

After twelve busy years at AP's NYC headquarters, I left in 2002 for 

medical reasons - the chemotherapy was getting to me. And my post-AP 

life is fulfilling me in another way: my need to dig beyond the facts for a 
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deeper truth. I feel lucky to be handed a second chance. I live upstate 

and, five years ago, started a novel medical treatment that's keeping my 

cancer at bay. I recently kicked off my book tour, where I'm standing 

before crowds to retell, fictionally, my personal struggles. I've never felt 

more psyched. I feel oddly grateful for the journey life has set me on.   

  

(Click here for the website for his book.) 

  

  

From the Connecting mailbox: 
  

Brian Bland - The date of April 2 is a fixture in my memory bank. Thirty-

five years ago, April 2, 1979, was my first day on the job with AP, as a 

writer in Los Angeles. A few weeks earlier, armed with a valued 

recommendation from Carson City Correspondent Brendan Riley, I'd 

met ACOB Chuck Lewis and taken the writing/editing test. A smiling 

Lewis had told me: ``Broadcasters can't pass our writing test,'' but he 

seemed to speak with a twinkle in his eye.  

  

He phoned me soon after to tell me I'd done fine on the test, but said I'd 

have to wait for a top-scale opening due to my past journalism 

experience. (I was already 37 years old). A few weeks later, he gave me 

the good news that a spot had opened up. Soon after starting work, I 

was astonished when he presented me with a tape recorder and other 

audio equipment he had asked the BNC to send, based on my broadcast 

background. Three years later, I switched from the editorial side to 

begin what became nearly 25 years as an AP Radio correspondent, 

based in L.A. I retired at the end of 2006. 

  

Lewis, I should add, was one of the finest AP managers I ever worked 

with -- and not just because he encouraged COB Ben Brown to hire me! 

I remain grateful to the scores of terrific APers who helped and guided 

me during those great years.  

  

-0- 

  

Marty Thompson - Mark Mittelstadt's account of travels with his son 

sparked memories of a trip we took to the Navajo and Hopi nations with 

two other couples in October of 2011.  

   

We too appreciated the grandeur of Canyon de Chelly and the adjacent 

Canyon del Muerto. We headquartered at nearby Chinle and traveled 

through the canyons with the required Navajo guide. The visit was 

organized by Road Scholars (nee Elderhostel). The canyons tell dramatic 

and picturesque history of the Navajo people. This photo shows Janet 

and me on the north rim of Canyon del Muerto. 
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Ralph Gage, retired from Lawrence (Kan.) Journal-World, on April Fools' 

Day:  During my early years at the Journal-World (while the Earth was 

still cooling), Jerry Schwartz, I believe, who covered the cop beat, made 

up an April Fool story about the arrest of some individuals for a spurious 

crime (all the details now escape me.) Anyway, the ME, who shall 

remain nameless (it was not me), not only ran the story, but sent it to 

the AP in KC, which put it on the wire. As I recall, there was so much 

embarrassment in the newsroom that it was decided the best action 

was not to let the AP know and just hope things died. And they did. 

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  

  

  

Hank Waters III - publisher emeritus, Columbia Daily Tribune 
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Happy Birthday 
  

to 

  

Amanda St. Amand 

  

  

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

  

  

Adam Yeomans: AP reporters also expected to get photos, video (Mark 

Mittelstadt) 

   

   

The AP bureau chief for 

Kentucky, Mississippi and 

Tennessee told students at a 

"digital transformation in news 

conference" at Northern 

Kentucky University that an AP 

reporter's first job is to get the 

news. Today they will also be 

expected to get pictures and 

videos depending on the 

assignment.  (Photo shows 

Adam and his wife Lorraine at 

open house last fall for the 

Nashville bureau.) 
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NYT Now, out today, mixes lots of good mobile-centric ideas with 

moments of caution 

  

The new product from The New York Times is the most interesting app 

produced by a traditional American news outlet in years. But can it 

differentiate itself from the Times' main app - and find a paying 

audience? 

  

-0-  

  

Obamacare enrollment drive's secret weapon: Radio 

  

For months, the media story of how President Obama sold Obamacare 

to America has starred unconventional outlets like Funny or Die, 

unconventional pitches like this "Mom Jeans" message for Twitter, and 

unconventional sales reps like Kobe Bryant, Wil Wheaton, or the moms 

of Jonah Hill and Adam Levine. But a look inside the Affordable Care 

Act's all-out enrollment drive shows that - for all the talk about social 

media and unorthodox strategies - the Administration relied heavily in 

the final stretch on a century-old way to reach the public: Radio. 

  

-0- 

  

Wolves owner Glen Taylor makes offer to buy Star Tribune 

  

Minnesota billionaire Glen Taylor has made a formal offer to acquire the 

Star Tribune, a purchase that would add the state's largest media 

company to his diverse business empire. 

  

-0- 

  

April Fools' Day 2014: we reveal some of the best jokes from today's 

newspapers  (Bob Daugherty) 

  

It is April 1 and newspapers have joined in the April Fools' Day 

tomfoolery to try to trick readers into believing fake news stories. Here 

is a round-up of some of the best jokes doing the rounds in the news 

and online. 

  

-0- 

  

It's Becoming Clear That CNN Boss Jeff Zucker Is, In Fact, Exactly What 

The Network Needed 

  

Here at Business Insider, we have TVs hanging all over the newsroom, 

and for the last few days, the one across from me has been showing 

CNN. As a result, I can tell you that CNN is, in fact, covering the missing-
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Malaysian-Airlines-plane story pretty much non-stop. 

  

-0- 

  

Winners announced for the Press Awards for 2013 

  

The premier awards for UK national newspaper journalism were handed 

out a glittering ceremony at the Marriott Grosvenor Square hotel. The 

Guardian dominated the main accolades of the evening winning the 

coveted Newspaper of the Year Award in recognition of the paper's 

ongoing reporting into government surveillance activities in the USA, 

Britain and elsewhere. 

-0-  

  

Metro Newspapers Acquires Good Times Santa Cruz 

  

The growth opportunities in weekly news publications are twofold, said 

Ken Doctor, a media analyst with Newsonomics. Alternative weeklies' 

best shot at additional revenue lies in their digital operation. 
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