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Colleagues, 

  

Here are some stories of interest, beginning with Monday's 

announcement of the 2014 Pulitzer Prizes. 

  

The AP's story on the Pulitzers: 

  

NEW YORK (AP) - The Washington Post and The Guardian won the 

Pulitzer Prize in public service Monday for revealing the U.S. 

government's sweeping surveillance efforts in stories based on 

thousands of secret documents handed over by National Security 

Agency leaker Edward Snowden. The Pulitzer for breaking news was 

awarded to The Boston Globe for its "exhaustive and empathetic" 

coverage of the Boston Marathon bombing and the manhunt that 

followed. The awards are American journalism's highest honor. 

  

Click here to read further. 

  

The complete list of winners and finalists can be found on the Pulitzer 

Prize site. Click here to view. 

  

While the AP did not win a Pulitzer this year, Rukmini Callimachi was 
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a finalist in International Reporting "for her discovery and fearless 

exploration of internal documents that shattered myths and 

deepened understanding of the global terrorist network of al-Qaida." 

She was the West Africa bureau chief for The Associated Press, and 

joined The New York Times last month. 

  

Also related to the Pulitzers: 

  

Snowden sees 'vindication' in Pulitzers 
  

  

  

 Edward Snowden didn't win a 

Pulitzer on Monday, but he 

might as well have. In a move 

certain to be interpreted as a 

vindication of the former 

government contractor's 

efforts, the Pulitzer Prize Board on Monday awarded The Guardian US 

and The Washington Post with its coveted Public Service award for 

reporting on the National Security Agency's domestic surveillance 

practices.  

   

Australian faces jail for coverage of same story that won Reuters a 

Pulitzer prize 
  

Bangkok: Reuters' international news agency has a won Pulitzer prize 

for exposing the violent persecution of Myanmar's Muslim Rohingya 

minority while an Australian journalist and his Thai colleague face jail for 

their coverage of the same story. 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  
Brad Brooks, AP's Brazil chief of bureau, and his wife Fabiana have a 

new addition to their family: James Joseph Olmos Brooks, who they will 

call Jimmy in honor of Brad's father. Brad reports, "He was 3.26 kilos 

and 51 centimeters, haven't made conversion to inches/pounds yet! He 

sleeps all day, eats all night, I think he is ready to do some overnights.  
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"He's a Jayhawk by soul 

and naturally will cheer 

for Brazil's national 

soccer team. He already 

enjoys Willie Nelson 

and Bossa Nova. He has 

a simple ancestry: 

Czech-English-Irish-

Spanish-Portuguese-

Italian-American-

Brazilian. We're over 

the moon. Edit with 

prejudice: I'm just an elated first-time dad over-writing!" 

  

  

  

  

  

AP News 

  

AP veteran leading Pennsylvania, New Jersey news 

Larry Rosenthal, a veteran news leader and innovative newsroom 

manager, has been named to the newly created position of 

Pennsylvania/New Jersey editor for The Associated Press, based in 

Philadelphia.  

  

   

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

to 

  

David Wilkison 
  

Editorial Talking Points - week through April 6, 2014 

CUBA PLOY: Turkey correspondent Desmond Butler, 
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Washington reporter Jack Gillum and Honduras 
correspondent Alberto Arce revealing the existence of a 
secret U.S. government-run program designed to stir unrest 
in Cuba through a social network called ZunZuneo. The 
"Cuban Twitter" initiative used secret shell companies and a 
foreign bank, building tens of thousands of users before 
disappearing mysteriously after two years in 2012. AP's 
reporting combined investigative journalism with video 
storytelling.  
          In November, a source pointed Butler to 1,200 
documents. For weeks, he and Gillum pored over the 
spreadsheets, emails and chats. They crafted a tale of 40 
individuals in several countries and compiled a timeline and 
flow chart showing a web of companies, contractors and 
players. In Havana, AP spoke to ZunZuneo users. In 
Washington, the USAID manager who apparently led the 
project wouldn't answer questions, but the shot of him 
walking away from an AP question made for strong video. 
The story was accompanied by photos and an interactive 
with a strong timeline and visual aids.  
          Play across all formats was tremendous across news 
and tech sites. Even Reuters credited the AP. It was a 
dominant topic on social media. NBC's "Today" show aired a 
long segment. Gillum did nine radio and TV appearances in 
a one day. Butler and Arce had multiple interviews with 
international clients. The New York Times wrote a story 
about the AP story. So did The Washington Post, Slate, The 
New Yorker, The Guardian, Nicaragua's La Prensa and 
Cuba Debate in Havana, among others. The story ran in 
Spanish also and drew White House, State Department and 
congressional reaction. http://cbsn.ws/1i7yZUR 

  

AFGHAN VOTE: Through tears of grief and gritted teeth, AP 
staff covered Afghanistan's election a day after an Afghan 
policeman shot and killed AP photographer Anja 
Niedringhaus and wounded correspondent Kathy Gannon. 
The two were covering the distribution of ballots in a town 
south of Kabul.  
          AP sent a moving obituary of Niedringhaus and a 
profile of Gannon. It also sent a gallery of Anja's 
photography, in which she captured humanity in the midst 
of strife. The Washington Post site carried AP's multi-format 
obituary and a selection of her work. 
          The next day, AP staffers covered the Afghan election, 
sending clients a writerly spot story, a rundown of issues, 
candidate glances and photo and video packages. The team 
interviewed the three frontrunners in the days leading up to 
the vote, including Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai; he said that if 
victorious he would hire Hamid Karzai, who was barred 
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from seeking a third term.http://bit.ly/1efBjVi 
   

Stories of interest 

  

'Just make something great,' Boston Globe told journalists about 

marathon documentary  (Bob Daugherty) 

Every time Boston Globe arts reporter Geoff Edgers worried about the 

cost of "5 Runners," a documentary he and his colleague Darren Durlach 

made for the paper, Globe Editor Brian McGrory told him not to stress. 

He "just said go for it," Edgers said in a phone call. "He always delivered 

the directive, Don't worry about that, just make something great." 

  

-0- 

  

Religious but not Mormon? The church-owned Deseret News 

considers you a growth market 
  

The Deseret News is owned by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, but you might not detect its Mormon roots from looking at the 

outlet's national site - officially came out of beta yesterday - which 

focuses on the self-proclaimed values of family and faith. Even in its 

faith section, which includes stories as wide ranging as a preview of a 

new PBS documentary on the history of the Jews and a piece on the 

Hindu holiday of Holi, there's very little explicit coverage of Mormonism. 

  

-0-  

3 journalists for Hezbollah TV killed in Syria 

Three journalists working with Hezbollah-owned Al-Manar TV were 

killed Monday after the car they were traveling in came under a hail of 

bullets in the Syrian town of Maaloula, the station said. The three were 

filming in the historic Christian town after it was seized by the Syrian 

army when the incident occurred. 

  
-0- 

  

Evaporated 

  

Syria is the most dangerous place in the world for journalists. More than 

60 have been killed there since the war began, and many others have 

been kidnapped, becoming pawns in the conflict. The author picks up 

the trail of two colleagues, Austin Tice and Jim Foley, who vanished in 

2012. 
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-0- 

  

The world of 'woman innovators' 

  

Women have forged a path in the workforce, and it's not something to 

take for granted. "They fought really hard to be in those (journalism) 

jobs and there weren't a lot of spaces (for women)," said Mi-Ai Parrish, 

the first female publisher of The Kansas City Star. "It was competitive. It 

was harder to do those jobs and be a wife and a mother and all the 

things that you are. It's a little bit easier (now) because there's more of 

us, and when there are more of us, it's easier to be supportive. It's not 

so hard because other people fought for us before we got here. So, you 

have to pay that forward, too, and all of you should pay it forward." 

  

-0- 
  

Seattle Times combined investigative and breaking news skills to cover 

the slide 

  

After he wrote the first weather-related story about the mudslide that 

swept over a Snohomish County neighborhood on Saturday, March 22, 

Seattle Times reporter Ken Armstrong wanted to know about the 

history of that hill. He started searching. Was there really no sign that 

this could happen, as officials told the public? 

  

-0- 

  

The Guardian's robot newspaper comes to the U.S. 

The Guardian is taking a very modern strategy and applying it to an old-

school format. The U.K. paper only has a digital presence in the U.S., but 

starting Wednesday, it's going to experiment with a robot-generated 

print edition. The paper is to be called #Open001 and will be distributed 

for free every month at U.S. media and ad agency offices including 

Mindshare, Horizon Media and Digitas. Distribution will start with 5,000 

copies. 

-0- 

  

The Ten Worst Pieces of Writing Advice You Will Ever Hear (and 

Probably Already Have) 

  

There is perhaps more writing advice in the known universe than there 

is actual writing. Or at least it can feel that way when you're flailing 

around for a life raft during the apprenticeship phase of writing fiction 

(which, by all accounts, lasts anywhere between ten years and the rest 

of your life). But all writing advice is not created equal. I know this both 
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because I've amassed a lot of it over the years and because I've worked 

as an editor long enough to see the sort of atrocities it can result in. 

Here are my top ten caveats.  
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