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Colleagues, 

  

Good morning, and here's to a great week. 

  

Responses continue to arrive from the reaction to the "let's move on" comment in a 

Spiegel International story on the death of AP photojournalist Anja Niedringhaus: 

  

Mike Tharp 

  

Can't come close to matching (let alone topping) what my friends Richard Pyle, 

Terry Anderson and Neal Ulevich have written about this subject. I quoted them--

as well as some other friends and acquaintances--in 2007 for a paper I wrote 

while getting an M.A. at Cal State Fullerton, where I was also teaching.  I called it 

"War Dogs" and tried to answer the question: why do some correspondents go 

back and back and back to cover wars?  Most all the answers have been mirrored 

in what you've published in recent days. 

  

My own answers started, as with so many, in Vietnam where I was a soldier in 

1969-70--drafted out of law school. Wrote for a monthly army magazine but also 

had to pull guard, carry a weapon and all that happy horsebleep. The 13 months I 

spent there taught me a lot about war and the military and how people behave in 
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both. So after Saddam invaded Kuwait, I volunteered to cover the Persian Gulf 

War for U.S. News & World Report.  Luckily, I was a pool reporter out in the 

desert--not stuck in a hotel--and went into Iraq with the "great left hook," riding 

in a Humvee whose major was XO of a combat engineer battalion. Spent three 

and a half months there, including several weeks after the end of The 100-hour 

war reporting on a book Snooze later published about the conflict. 

  

Next time I raised my hand it was for Somalia, where I covered the civil war and 

famine for a month in late '92, early '93. Couple close calls and lost 20 pounds. 

Then came Bosnia in the spring of '93, where I spent a month, driving all over 

Bosnia and Croatia in a rented Neva jeep with my Croatian interpreter.  Two or 

three more close calls. 

  

Still at U.S. News, I went to Albania in April '99 to report on the looming war in 

Kosovo and the refugee crisis.  Tried like hell to get into Kosovo but never did 

before being pulled back after a month. 

  

Scroll down to 2008 and 2009. By now I was executive editor of the McClatchy 

daily, Merced Sun-Star, in Central California. Somehow the publisher let me go to 

Iraq as part of McClatchy's summertime rotation. For part of the first eight-week 

stint I was embedded with the 10th Mountain Division in Kirkuk; for part of the 

second tour a year later, I was embedded with the 1st Infantry Division in 

Baghdad. Some more close calls both summers. 

  

So why keep going back? The main reason is that you want to be a part of the 

biggest story in the world at that time, and wars often are just that. I also felt I 

could bring value-added to the coverage since I'd been shot at and missed while 

in uniform. Third, the life of a war dog is simple: you eat, sleep, survive and file.  I 

also made a couple lifelong friends--Mike Hedges and Matthew Fisher--who 

together have covered two dozen wars and conflicts. 

  

Then there are the tricky motives. One, for me, was to get away from under some 

failed romance. War helps you forget stuff that seemed important at the time. 

 Another was the rush--whether I lived or died in certain situations depended on 

calls only I could make.  That's a rush. And not to sound too high-falutin', but I 

firmly believe in the reporter-as-witness catechism. We stand in for so many 

others so we have to tell it right. 

  

Just had the last birthday of my 60s (thanks for the shout-out, Paul), just got my 

first grandchild, Faith, and just got married to a woman I dated in college in 

Kansas in 1965 and hadn't seen for 45 years.  

  

So would I go again to the next war? Probably not. But we never know, do we? 

  

Farewell to Darrell 

  
Darrell Christian completed his AP career Friday with a farewell party at New York 
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headquarters. He's now among our Connecting membership. 

  

Shown in picture below from the party are, from left: Eileen Alt Powell, G.G. 

LaBelle, Lissa Christian, Darrell, Mary Sedor, Colleen Newvine, Sally Jacobsen, 

Brian Friedman and Joyce Rosenberg.  (Photo by Ted Anthony) 

  

  

  

  

  

Mike Feinsilber wrote to share an email interview with Darrell for Jack Limpert's 

blog, to which Mike is an occasional contributor. The blog address is: 

www.jacklimpert.com   Here it is: 

  

"HE INSISTED ON WELL-CRAFTED LEADS, ON CLARITY AND VIVID LANGUAGE, 

ON THE PRIMACY OF NEWS" 
APRIL 18, 2014 

  

He thinks that if newspapers "get back to their guardian roots" they'll still be 

around, and in print, 25 years from now. But he's not nearly as sanguine about 

the people now going into journalism: he thinks too many of them are more 

interested in titillating than informing and are not as serious as were people new 

to journalism back when he was a beginner. 

  

After most of a lifetime with the Associated Press, Darrell Christian has retired 

and is headed for the golf links of California. 

  

Says AP senior managing editor Mike Oreskes in a farewell message to the staff: 

"Darrell, a fine wordsmith, has played an instrumental role in editing many of the 

greatest stories of our times. Always, he insisted on well-crafted  leads, on clarity 

and vivid language, on the primacy of news." 

  

At AP, he's been sports editor, business editor, managing editor, and editor at 

large. During six years as managing editor, he directed AP's day-to-day news 
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report. 

  

Before leaving, he took part in an email interview with Mike Feinsilber, whose 

copy Christian edited while he was a supervising editor in the Washington 

bureau. 

  

Here's the Q-and-A, with occasional interpretations of AP jargon: 

  

Q. What was the most satisfying story you worked on? The most frustrating? 

  

A. Most satisfying was probably the Iranian hostage crisis in 1980-81. I was the 

desk supervisor in Washington, and every day we kept writing about progress on 

getting the hostages released, even though the White House (and our dayside 

staff) insisted there was no movement. Walter Mears, the bureau chief and 

special correspondent, was asked by a puzzled member ("member" is AP's name 

for newspaper/subscribers since AP is a cooperative, owned by the papers it 

serves) which was right because obviously both couldn't be. Walter said nightside 

(the desk editors and staff who wrote stories for morning newspapers), and, of 

course, we were proven right. 

  

Most frustrating? I would have said O.J. Simpson because we were so badly 

beaten by others who had better sources, reducing our reporting to pickup jobs 

(bulletin board journalism, I called it). But the missing Malaysian plane topped 

that. There just wasn't any reliable information, and everything that was reported 

on any given day seemed to be retracted the next day. Six weeks later, we still 

have no hard information. 

  

Q. How'd you get started in journalism? What drew you in? At what point did you 

decide you wanted to be a newsie? What or who influenced you most? If you 

hadn't gone into the news business, what do you suppose you'd be retiring from 

now? 

  

A. I never really knew anything else. I grew up on my local newspaper, 

the Henderson Gleaner-Journal-now just the Gleaner-a 10,000-circulation daily in 

Kentucky. I started as a high school sports stringer and was sports editor when I 

was 16. By the time I went to college, I was set on journalism as a career. I was 

lucky enough to have great mentors, notably Ron Jenkins, now retired editor of 

the Gleaner, who tolerated my immaturity while I grew up. A man named Al 

Nollman was my first managing editor, and he encouraged me greatly. I was 

especially drawn to the intimacy of small-town journalism, but always fancied 

myself as a big fish in a big pond. 

  

I started with the AP as a summer relief staffer in  Charleston, West Virginia, in 

1967, and rose through the ranks despite blunders that should have done me in - 

like telling AP general news editor (equivalent at the time to managing editor) 

Sam Blackman to run New York and let me run West Virginia (I had never heard 
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of Sam Blackman. Lesson: Know who the bosses are!).  I also spiked a Walter 

Mears column once (he humbly accepted it) and once rewrote my bureau chief's 

gotcha (an explanatory story) on gasoline shortages. As I said, I was lucky to be 

allowed to grow up. Journalism was just exciting - still is. 

  

If I had to do something else, it probably would involve kids, either helping  

adolescents or working with young adults. 

  

Q. If you had a young offspring who said he/she wanted to go into the news 

business, what would you say? Would you be encouraging? Do you think studying 

journalism is a smart thing to do for someone who wants to write the news? 

  

A. Studying journalism doesn't help. Journalism is all about judgment, conscience, 

and powers of observation, and you don't learn that in a classroom. You gain it 

through experience. I would tell an aspiring journalist today to go for it. It's a 

wide-open field.  People are hungry for news, beyond the superficial stuff offered 

up in this Twittered world, so there's a lot of room for bright writing and 

reporting with insight and eyeball observation. Don't expect to get rich, other 

than in self-satisfaction. 

  

Q. Do you think there will be printed newspapers in the U.S. in 10 years? In 25? 

Will they be radically different from today's? 

  

A. Maybe I'm just a dinosaur too stubborn to go away, but I think social media 

will settle in as a piece of journalism, not the main vehicle. Newspapers just need 

a good story to bring back the readers. Radically different? No. They just need to 

go back to their guardian roots and get away from being one side of today's 

polarization of society. 

  

Q. Did the newspaper industry bring on its own difficulties? 

  

A. Sure. They forgot their roots. When your product suddenly doesn't sell as well 

as it did, you make it better, but you don't kill it. That just feeds your competition. 

It's giving up. Instead of better journalism, too many newspapers responded to 

their social media competitors with quickie journalism. 

  

Q. The most memorable person you worked with? 

  

A. Would have to be Walter Mears. I always looked to him as a role model. 

Brilliant writer, not just fast but fast and good. I'll never forget the 1976 

Republican National Convention. It ended like 2 o'clock in the morning. Walter 

finished his AMer (his story for morning newspapers) and went to bed, probably 

around 4. At 8 he got up, picked up the phone and dictated a followup analysis 

off the top of his head. The lead was something like "Gerald Ford rode the power 

of incumbency to renomination, overcoming mistakes that would have killed any 

normal candidate." Brilliant to roll out of bed and spin that off. 
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Walter was sure of himself - he was a Pulitzer winner, as he will tell you without 

being prodded-but when  he was writing he left his bossdom in his office. I 

remember when he won the Pulitzer he made the statement that it was a Pulitzer 

for the entire AP. I sent him a congratulatory note and asked if his statement 

meant we all shared in the  money. "No," he wrote back. "You couldn't have done 

it without me." 

  

Walter was a mentor, counseling me to be less cocky, less abrasive in my dealings 

with writers. "Don't tell a writer his story sucks," Walter once said. "Just say it 

was awful." That was after I spiked his column, telling him it "sucked" because it 

lacked any new material or insight. "Damn," he said. "I was hoping to get that 

past you." In hindsight, it may have been a little weaker than Walter's usual, but 

it wasn't so awful. 

  

Q. How do you compare young people getting into journalism today with those 

who started when you did? 

  

A. Not as serious, not as facile, less socially conscious. Too interested in titillating 

and not interested enough in informing. 

  

-Mike Feinsilber 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Larry Blasko and his wife Helen are now grandparents six times over with the 

birth March 6 of Nolan Michael East in Libertyville, Ill.  Larry notes, "He's smiling 

because he hasn't met me yet." 

  

Larry writes: Nolan's parents, my daughter 

Elaine and her husband Barry, have two other 

children, six-year-old Katie and Kieran, 4.  Our 

son Kevin and his wife Anne have contributed 

the other three, Lydia, 9, and the four-year-old 

twins Miriam and Carl. They live in Chicago. 

With all the grandchildren living 750 miles 

away, there have been subtle hints that Helen 

and I should relocate. Nothing blatant, just my 

daughter sending real estate ads and the older children shouting every time they 

see a For Sale sign "There's a house for Baba and Paca!" 

  

  

  

Stories of interest 
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Former ABC News Executive Vice President David Burke Dies 

  

Former ABC News Executive Vice President David Burke has died. He was 78. 

Burke was named vice president of ABC News in 1977. He was later named 

executive vice president. During his time at ABC News, he worked with Roone 

Arledge to elevate ABC News by assembling an iconic team of journalists and 

broadcasters. Burke was central to the creation of many of ABC News' programs -

- "World News Tonight" with Peter Jennings, "Nightline" with Ted Koppel, 

"20/20" with Barbara Walters and "Prime Time Live" with Diane Sawyer and Sam 

Donaldson.  

  

-0- 

   

  

As 'Meet the Press' struggles in the ratings, plenty of questions for host David 

Gregory 

  

If "Meet the Press" moderator David Gregory were a guest on his own show, he 

knows the kinds of questions he'd be asked. Why have your ratings been falling? 

Is the show in trouble? Is your job in trouble? 

-0-  

  

Sally Quinn:  A season of gratitude, no matter what you believe 

  

I recently discovered that I have Jewish ancestors. My son, Quinn, the family 

genealogist, called to say, "Mom," we're Jewish!" It seems I am a direct 

descendant of Joshua ben Joseph ibn Vives en-Lorqui (Google him). This, I 

thought, explains everything. 

  

-0- 

French journalists kidnapped in Syria released 

Four French journalists kidnapped in Syria 10 months ago by the Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant were found by Turkish soldiers. 

  

-0- 

Other Than Honorable: the story behind the Pulitzer   (Bob Daugherty) 

The Gazette of Colorado Springs won a Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting on 

Monday. Here's a look behind the scenes at both how the story came together 

and what happened after the win. 

  

-0- 

  

Newspaper industry narrowed revenue loss in 2013 as paywall plans increased 
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The newspaper industry narrowed its total revenue loss in 2013 to 2.6 percent, 

the best performance since 2006, according to figures released today by the 

Newspaper Association of America. 
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