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Colleagues, 

  

Associated Press journalists earned top honors in the 2014 Overseas 

Press Club of America award competition. 

  

Rukmini Callimachi received both the Hal Boyle Award and the Bob 

Considine Award for her reporting on a trove of al-Qaida documents she 

discovered in Timbuktu, Mali,while working as AP's West Africa bureau 

chief. Callimachi is now a foreign correspondent for The New York 

Times.   

  

The John Faber Award went to longtime AP Chief Africa Photographer 

Jerome Delay for his searing images of unrest in the Central African 

Republic.  
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"The Central African 

Republic is in a state of 

chaos where the rule of 

law is slowly trying to 

return," Delay said. 

"Everyone seems to 

pride themselves in 

doing their own justice, 

and death is the only 

sentence, it seems."    

   

In total, AP won four prizes and a citation in the contest. The OPC 

celebrates its 75th anniversary this year. The awards were presented 

Thursday night at the organization's annual gala in New York, which was 

to feature a keynote address from former foreign correspondent and 

current U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations Samantha 

Power.    

  

"We are thrilled to see the excellent work of AP journalists recognized 

by these prestigious awards," said John Daniszewski, vice president and 

senior managing editor for international news at AP. "Once again, our 

long presence in Africa and elsewhere has proven critical in breaking 

stories that resonate worldwide."  

  

The other honors went to Mexico City-based reporter Adriana Gomez 

Licon, who won the Madeline Dane Ross Award for her story about the 

death of a Mexican beauty queen ensnared in Mexico's drug war, and 

Todd Pitman, AP's Bangkok bureau chief, who received the Joe and 

Laurie Dine Citation for his reporting on a massacre at an Islamic 

boarding school in Myanmar.  

  

(In the photo above, by Jerome Delay, an angry crowd moves a tree 

trunk to try to prevent regional peacekeepers from evacuating Muslim 

clerics from the St. Jacques Church in Bangui, Central African Republic, 

Thursday Dec. 12, 2013.) 

  

  

News of the AP 

  

How AP reporter produced revealing closeup of Gov. Brown's prison 

plan 

  

In a memo to Associated Press staffers, Managing Editor for U.S. News 

Brian Carovillano describes how a story spotted on a locally focused 

website prompted a high-impact investigation by AP of whether 

California Gov. Jerry Brown's prison realignment plan is working as 

advertised. The story in the Turlock City News reported that Brown had 
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visited officials in rural Stanislaus County. It caught the attention of AP 

Sacramento Correspondent Tom Verdin.  (Shared by Paul Colford) 

  

-0- 

  

Fakahany, Mancini picked for AP Nerve Center posts 

  

   

NEW YORK (AP) - Tamer Fakahany (left) and John Mancini, veteran news 

executives for The Associated Press, have been appointed global news 

managers for the cooperative, Senior Managing Editor Michael Oreskes 

announced Thursday. 

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  

  
  

Hilmi Toros - self-proclaimed "Wordsmith-Sailor," exactly does that 

from the southern Turkish coastal town of Fethiye between the Aegean 

and Mediterranean seas--and to be more precise from a tiny off-shore 

island called Sovalye, from the French Chevalier and named after the 

Knights of Malta and Rhodes who built the mile-long island. With him, 

it's winter population is six, shooting up to 50 during summers (not 

counting fish, sea turtles and dolphins). No roads, no cars... Hilmi joined 

The AP at its New York Bureau in 1964, transferred to Miami for a stint 

between 1964 and 1967, then to the World Desk in New York and 

worked there and at the United Nations Bureau until 1970, when he was 
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transferred to Rome. He left The AP in 1980 to run the press office of 

the Rome-based UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). He 

retired (early) from the UN in 1999 and moved to his native Turkey to 

pursue writing and sailing. He welcomes correspondence with AP 

colleagues at wordsmithsailor@hotmail.com 

  

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

Facebook launches FB Newswire 

  

Facebook is launching FB Newswire, a resource aimed at journalists and 

newsrooms "to find, share and embed newsworthy content from 

Facebook in the media they produce," the social networking site 

announced on Thursday. 

  

AND 

  

  

More than a social network: Facebook aims to be the source for 

breaking news 

  

Newswire is positioned as a tool for journalists looking for primary 

sources about current events, but could also be useful to the average 

Facebook user. Newswire will be publisher-agnostic, so following it will 

yield popular stories posted to Facebook by users and groups like Ellen 

DeGeneres, Kobe Bryant, Ukraine's interior minister, or any citizen 

journalist posting a public status update or photo. These stories will 

show up in your News Feed as stories shared by Facebook Newswire, or 

you can visit the Page directly to see them. 

  

-0- 

  

Risk and Reporting: The Dangers of Freelance Journalism in Syria 

  

The death of Canadian freelance photographer Ali Mustafa while 

documenting the Syrian civil war illustrates the persistent problem of 

the safety of journalists in the country and, increasingly, the particular 

threats faced by freelance journalists reporting in one of the most 

dangerous locations on the planet. 

  

-0- 

  

Hillary Clinton: The world needs more explanatory journalism  (Bob 
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Daugherty) 

  

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton sees the need for more 

explanatory journalism, Dan Merica reported for CNN on Wednesday. 

Clinton spoke at the University of Connecticut. 

  

-0- 

  

My lay-off and the golden age of journalism 

  

Five years ago today, I was laid off by the Chicago Tribune. I had 

company. More than 50 other editorial employees were let go the same 

week I was shown the door. And another 70 or so had been sent packing 

during the previous nine months. 

  

-0- 

  

  

How The FCC Plans to Save the Internet by Destroying It: An Explainer 

  

The FCC wants to make good on President Obama's pledge to make net 

neutrality into law. It's just having a very hard time actually doing it. Net 

Neutrality is the simple concept that the company that provides you 

internet access on your phone and at your house should be a utility - 

like a phone company. It should deliver you the information you ask for 

at the speed you are promised without playing favorites or blocking or 

degrading services. 

  

-0- 

  

Newspapers continue to sink: Ad declines far outweigh subscription 

gains 

  

The newspaper industry continued to sink last year, shedding 2.6 

percent of its revenue on heavy print ad declines, according to the 

Newspaper Association of America. Dog bites man, you say. But while 

we've become numb to the collapse of the newspaper industry's 

fortunes, it's worth stepping back and looking at how bad it's been for 

what is still far and away the biggest component of our newsgathering 

apparatus. 

  

-0- 
  

Ladies' Home Journal to cease monthly publication (Doug Pizac) 

  

Ladies' Home Journal, a 131-year-old publication that became the first 

U.S. magazine to reach 1 million subscribers 111 years ago, will no 

longer be published monthly. 
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-0- 

  

Texting away our best manners and memories (Scott Charton) 

  

Just for fun, let's speculate on what college basketball coach Frank Haith 

may have said when he notified his boss by text message that he was 

quitting his job at the University of Missouri for a presumably better 

assignment.  

      
-0- 
  

30 Things Journalists Do That Piss Off Other Journalists 

  

-0- 

  

Ten words to cut from your writing 

  

As Mark Twain famously wrote, "I didn't have time to write a short 

letter, so I wrote a long one instead." His point? Strong writing is lean 

writing. When you want to make your writing more powerful, cut out 

words you don't need - such as the 10 included in this post: 

  

-0- 

  

Best of the States  (Valerie Komor) 

  

Colleagues, 

  

A story in a community newspaper about California Gov. Jerry Brown 

visiting with local officials and jail inmates in a rural county caught the 

attention of Sacramento Correspondent Tom Verdin. It seems Brown 

had been quietly dropping in on sheriffs and county officials around the 

state to gauge the effectiveness of one of the signature achievements of 

his latest tenure as governor: a law that reduces California's prison 

population by sentencing lower-level offenders to county jails.  

  

The governor's office almost never announced the visits ahead of time, 

and the he rarely spoke publicly afterward so reporters could assess 

how the visits went. Verdin contacted the governor's office to find out 

why they hadn't been listed on Brown's official schedule. Brown's 

spokesman told him it did not need to be because such visits with public 

officials were "private," and that the official photographs distributed by 

the governor's staff via Twitter would suffice for public disclosure.  

  

Reporter Don Thompson has been aggressively covering prison 

realignment as part of his statehouse beat, resulting in a number of 

other newsbreaks and AP exclusives. In the seemingly innocuous local 
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news item, Verdin and Thompson saw an opportunity for more 

accountability journalism.  

  

Thompson began by requesting the list of counties Brown had visited. 

Not wanting the publicity of a formal public records request, the 

governor's office complied, and Thompson began making calls to 

sheriff's departments and county supervisors on the list. Over several 

weeks, he contacted half the counties Brown had visited, a 

representative sample that included urban and rural, coastal and inland.  

  

Across the spectrum, the message was consistent: Local officials said 

they needed more money and that the governor had not yet followed 

through on his statements and promises. Two of them said Brown's 

office had not gotten back to them on concerns they had raised: "I 

haven't heard a thing," said one local official.  

  

Thompson's reporting showed that the statements Brown was making 

in public  _ that "realignment is working"? _ contradicted what he was 

hearing from county officials.  

  

Additionally, Thompson got an advance look at data showing the jail 

population for all of California's 58 counties, before and after 

realignment, before they were released publicly. That chart moved in 

advance so members could localize the story if they wished.  

  

Several major California dailies put Thompson's story on their front 

pages, including The Fresno Bee and Santa Barbara News-Press.  "The 

advance notice on that story was great," said Santa Maria Times Editor 

Marga Cooley, whose newspaper ran it across the top of Sunday's A1 

with a localized sidebar: "The story was timely and of significant interest 

in our area." 

  

Photographer Rich Pedroncelli also was able to gain access to a jail in 

one of the counties Brown had visited, and the package ran with a chart 

showing the inmate population before and after the realignment law in 

all 58 counties.  

  

Two days after the story ran, the moderator cited Thompson's reporting 

during a public policy forum on prisons. One of the panelists, state 

Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez, evoked Brown's "it's working" 

quote by saying "It depends on your definition of working, I guess."  

  

For striking a blow for transparency, holding the governor to account for 

his misleading statements on an an important accomplishment of his 

administration, and advancing AP's efforts to share data with members 

so they can localize our state- and nation-level reporting, Thompson 

wins this week's $300 Best of the States award.  
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Other work that impressed the judges this week:  

  

_ Karen Matthews, newswoman, New York City, for seizing on a "talker" 

that other outlets missed: New York parents complaining about all of 

the brand names peppered throughout the state's standardized 

language-arts tests. Matthews got the education department to explain 

these weren't paid product placements, as parents had feared.  

  

_ Mike Melia, correspondent, Hartford, and Dave Collins, newsman, 

Hartford, for exclusively reporting that a Connecticut woman who killed 

her two young grandsons had left a note saying their parents did not 

deserve to have the children. The note was described in documents 

obtained through a freedom of information request.  

  

_ Jimmy Golen, sports writer, Boston, for his persistence in pressuring 

Boston Marathon officials to put him in touch with runners who 

received special entries into this year's race for being "profoundly 

affected" by last year's bombings. The AP was the only outlet that had 

the story about the subset of entries.  

  

APME UPDATE - April 24, 2014  (Mark Mittelstadt) 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

April 25-26, NewsTrain, Vancouver 

June 30, Special Membership Offer Expires 

Sept. 15-17, ASNE-APME Conference, Chicago  

 

______________________________________ 

  

TODAY FROM APME: SPECIAL 2-FOR-1 MEMBERSHIP OFFER and 

SEEKING DONATIONS FOR CONFERENCE AUCTION 

 

Special offer: Join APME at our $150 rate in May and June and add 

another editor or broadcast news leader free. 

Our 2-for-1 offer is a limited-time special good until June 30. 

 

This is a great time to join APME and here's why: 

 

The Associated Press Media Editors remains the practical voice for news 

leaders. For the $150 cost of membership, you'll receive a substantial 

discount for the first joint conference with the American Society of 

News Editors and the Associated Press Photo Managers Sept. 15-17 at 

the Hyatt Regency in downtown Chicago.  
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But there's more: 

_ APME brings together news leaders from all sizes of news 

organizations, publications and broadcast stations. 

_The APME board of directors has dedicated seats for small 

newspapers, online and broadcast. 

_Programs, such as Sounding Board, help keep the lines of 

communication open with AP. 

_Your newsroom can benefit from training that comes to you through 

NewsTrain and state APME organizations. 

_APME is leading the First Amendment charge through its active 

committee work and with the help and resources of the AP. 

_APME and APPM are at the forefront of the access and sports 

credentialing questions. 

_You can get great advice from the trenches. 

_Great Ideas program and the Innovator contest help to keep the ideas 

rolling all year long. 

_APME offers a Community Journalism Public Service Initiative for small 

papers to help jump-start a project. 

_APME has a new Career Center to help you look for and find jobs in the 

industry. 

_For educators: Access to the newsroom and broadcast leaders who do 

the hiring. 

_Weekly APME Update gives you the top watchdog stories, industry 

news and editorial job changes from around the industry and the AP. 

_APME News, the magazine, offers industry insight and guidance. 

_You can trade ideas and ask for advice from your peers at 

facebook.com/apmenews and on Twitter @APME. 

 

Sign up now at: www.apme.com 

 

SEEKING DONATIONS FOR CONFERENCE AUCTION 

APME and ASNE are joining forces for a live and silent auction to benefit 

both organizations during their joint conference Sept. 15-17 in Chicago. 

 

An annual conference auction is a staple for APME and benefits the 

APME Foundation, which helps fund NewsTrain and other programs. 

ASNE has not had an auction in recent years but will share the stage for 

perhaps the biggest auction to fund journalism initiatives in recent 

years. 

 

The live auction -- featuring vacation getaways and more -- will be held 

during the opening night reception at the Tribune Tower. A small silent 

auction with top items also will take place that night. 

 

The larger silent auction -- featuring donated books, regional gifts, 

jewelry, sports and event tickets and more -- will be held during the 

days of the conference at the Hyatt Regency, the conference 
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headquarters in downtown Chicago.  

 

Mark your calendars and plan to take home something special from our 

joint 2014 conference. 

 

How can you help now? We're looking for donations that will stand out.  

 

To donate, download the pledge form. 

 

Bob Heisse of the APME Foundation and George Stanley of ASNE are 

coordinating the auction. You can contact either of them at 

bob.heisse@sj-r.com or gstanley@jm.com. 

 

You also can contact Sally Jacobsen of APME at sjacobsen@AP.org  and 

Arnie Robbins of ASNE at arobbins@asne.org. 

Thank you for any consideration to make this auction a grand success.   

  

FROM AP 

 

Beat of the Week:  Dahlburg 

  

Best of the States: Lush 

 

WATCHDOG REPORTING 

 

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette: Four candidates have back-taxes liens 

Los Angeles Times: Conservative heavyweights move against solar 

power 

Denver Post: Sharp rise in competency exams for criminal defendants 

Maine Sunday Telegram: Tax breaks costing state more than they 

deliver 

Boston Globe: Many state boards undercut by vacancies 

Newark Star-Ledger: Medical center to leave N.J. taxpayers big bill 

Charlotte Observer: Coal ash unmonitored in fill sites across N.C. 

Seattle Times: Surging oil traffic in the Northwest puts region at risk 

 

 Read more Watchdog Reporting 

  

 INDUSTRY NEWS 

  

Laramie newspaper publisher to resign 

School district spent $43K suing Laramie newspaper 

Scalia and Ginsburg discuss the First Amendment 

In '1971,' an analog precursor to NSA, Snowden 

US newspaper industry revenue fell 2.6 pct in 2013 

Perelman may back union bid for Philly newspapers 

Kansas Regents stick with social media policy 
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Weibo shares jump in market debut 

Whoopi Goldberg writes Denver Post cannabis column 

Newspaper company buys 2 Tucson publications 

  

Read more Industry & Business News 

 

EDITORS IN THE NEWS:   Berman, Klug, Heisse 

 

 Read more Editors in the News 

 

  

 
APME HEADLINES 

Great Ideas book available for download 
 

  

Paul Stevens 

Connecting newsletter 

stevenspl@live.com 
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