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Colleagues, 
  

Harry the Horse: RIP 

  

Richard Pyle shares this report from funeral services for Harry 

Koundakjian: 

  

      About one hundred mourners, including about two dozen present 

and former AP staff members, said farewell in New York on Saturday, 

April 26, to their former colleague, photographer and photo editor 

Harry Koundakjian. 

   

      Koundakjian, who died at age 83 

last Monday of complications from 

open heart surgery, was known as 

``Harry the Horse'' during a 

distinguished career as a pioneering 

photojournalist in Lebanon and the 

Middle East. 

  

     Friends noted that the self-

chosen sobriquet was especially 

fitting for a  man who was born in a Year of the Horse (1930) and died in 

a Year of the Horse (2014). 

  

     Three priests officiated at the ``Service of Remembrance and 

 Thanksgiving'' at the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York on the 

city's east side.   

  

     Koundakjian, born in Aleppo, Syria, to parents who had escaped the 

Ottoman empire's 1915 campaign of genocide against Armenians and 

Greeks, was often described as the originator of news photography in 

Lebanon.  

  

    Starting as a freelancer for magazines and newspapers, he joined AP 

in Beirut in 1966 and carved out a career covering major news events in 

the Middle East.  

   

      Harry's son, Vicken, of Ottawa, Canada, 

recalled events of family life during peace and 

war in Beirut, and his daughter Lola, a New 

York poet, read from a poem about her father.  

  

     The AP contingent included retired vice 

president and photo chief Hal Buell, who was 

Koundakjian's boss in the 1960s and 70s, and 

former vice president Kelly Smith Tunney, and 
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many colleagues who had worked with him in the Middle East and later 

in New York, where he was a multilingual photo editor for nearly three 

decades. 

  

     Many of the mourners gathered after the service for a lunch at 

Byblos, a favorite Middle Eastern restaurant of Harry's.  

  

     Lola Koundakjian said her father's ashes would be taken to Lebanon 

for burial.  

            

  

News of the AP 

  
AP veteran David Scott named political editor 

  

David Scott, who leads news coverage in 14 states for The Associated 

Press as a regional editor, was named Tuesday as political editor to 

direct the news agency's national political 

reporting.  

Scott, 37, who currently works in Chicago 

overseeing the AP's Central Region, will be 

based in Washington and report to Washington 

Bureau Chief Sally Buzbee. 

   

Since 2009, Scott has overseen the Central 

Region, which stretches from North Dakota to 

Michigan and south to Texas, directing day-to-

day and enterprise news coverage in text, 

photos and video, as well as a cross-format 

publishing desk. In that time, the region won 

two APME Deadline Reporting Awards and an honorable mention for 

the 2009 Fort Hood, Texas, massacre, the 2011 Joplin, Mo., tornado, 

and the 2012 Wisconsin Sikh Temple shooting.   Click here for more of 

the story.  
  

  

  

   

AP names Arrillaga enterprise editor for US 

  

Pauline Arrillaga, an award-winning national 

reporter for The Associated Press and an 

experienced trainer and writing coach, has 

been promoted to the new position of U.S. 

enterprise editor, overseeing AP's enterprise 

journalism across the 50 states.  

  



4

The appointment was announced Monday by Brian Carovillano, AP's 

managing editor for U.S. news.  
  

Arrillaga will remain based in Phoenix, home of the AP's West Regional 

Desk. Arrillaga has served as interim U.S. enterprise editor since 

September 2013. Her appointment is part of an AP-wide initiative to 

elevate the scope and ambition of enterprise reporting in the United 

States and around the world.  
  

Click here for more of the story. 

  

  

  

  

Do These People Look Happy? 
  

Mort Rosenblum, on Facebook, from the recent Overseas Press Club 

awards dinner in New York: 
  

Well, yeah. But. This was the annual Awards Dinner of the Overseas 

Press Club in New York, where prize-winners come in from around the 

world for a gala with working pros, retired roadies, some global greats, 

and... non-journalist 

supporters who believe in 

the OPC's purpose.  

  

It was the 75th annual 

dinner (the last, alas, for 

Sonya Fry, OPC's beloved 

den mother since forever), 

complete with the original 

oxtail soup recipe from the 

first dinner. And the year it 

reviewed, 2013, was 

calamitous. Just look at the 

list of winners, the stories they covered, and the work they did. Ponder 

a moment where the world would be without their clear, reliable eyes 

and ears. This year is already a killer. Good ones are still out there. Yet if 

more people don't realize their worth, the future is harrowing.  

  

Emma Daly, the beautiful one in this picture, was a London Times star in 

Sarajevo and then a New York Times reporter elsewhere. Now she is at 

Human Rights Watch, recruiting ex-reporters to do a different sort of 

journalism. The gray-haired dude on the right is happily discovering life 

after AP, defined in the program (he didn't win anything) simply as 

"correspondent-at-large." The star, at the center, is his old AP sidekick, 

Froggy, Jerome Delay, who has stayed in the Central African Republic to 

produce those spine-tingling photos in an earlier post. 
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We're smiling, old friends with much to remember. But like most 

everyone else in the room, we each spent long silent moments, choked 

with thoughts of pals and colleagues lost to an insane new reality. It is f-

----- dangerous out there not only for incautious newcomers but also for 

seasoned old pros who are gunned down by American "allies" who, in 

fact, hate recent U.S. actions. 

  

Lots of people are moronic enough to dismiss "the media" with broad 

generalities. But as Bob Simon of CBS said, in receiving a lifetime award, 

some of correspondents and camera people get it right. And that is the 

heart of it: If they're not there, we're not there. 
  

  

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  

Steve Herman - Graduated from Indiana University 1968, BA in 

Journalism. Went to IU Law School for a year and a half, then accepted a 

job with AP in Indianapolis, starting Feb. 2, 1970. For the first five years, 

I did an assortment of jobs in the bureau, including long stints as night 

editor. But I began doing more and more sports, mostly as a backup to 

then-sports editor Mike Harris when there were schedule conflicts with 

different events. Finally, in 1975, when Mike was transferred to 

Cleveland, I applied for and was promoted to Indiana sports editor for 

AP, a position I held for the next 25 years. I think I had the most 

satisfaction from writing about high school sports, because at that age, 

the people involved were still cooperative and not as full of themselves 

as the college and professional athletes. But I also enjoyed 

tremendously the Pacers, Colts and the Indy 500. I think I covered the 

race about 35 years. In later years, I began doing less sports, and much 

of my work was in the office as night reporter, where I handled anything 

that came my way. Finally, retirement beckoned, and I responded on 

July 1, 2009. 

  

Christine Tash 

  

Pauline Arrillaga 
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Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  
To 

  
Andy Lippman 

  

Betsy Brown Kraft 

  

Hal Buell 

  

Dennis Gale 

  

  

  

(Dudley, Connecting's official greeter and the owner of Connecting 

colleague Beth Grace, yields the Birthday Greeting message to Atticus, 

owner of  Andy Lippman and one of  our birthday kids. And who says 

Connecting has gone to the dogs!) 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

  
British Library's newsroom opens up 300 years of news 

  

The British Library opens up 300 years worth of news on Monday 

evening, The Guardian's Roy Greenslade reported Monday, with more 

than 750 million pages of newspapers and magazines "dating back to 

the English civil war." The collection also contains 4.8 million archived 

websites, Greenszlade reported. 
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Cindy Royal: Are journalism schools teaching their students the right 

skills?  (Latrice Davis/FB) 

  

If you are a journalism educator or media professional, I have news for 

you: We work in tech. I know: That's not exactly what you signed up for 

when you entered the profession 20, 10, or even five years ago. But 

things have changed. While some of the tenets of the profession we 

formerly knew as journalism have remained, workflows, business 

practices, participants, and competitors are all very different. Because 

we work in tech. 

  

-0- 

  

Al Jazeera sues Egypt over imprisoned journalists 

  

With four of its reporters imprisoned in Cairo, the Qatar-owned news 

network Al Jazeera has filed a $150 million compensation claim against 

Egypt for what it said was damage to its media business. 

  

-0- 

  

Memo from 20 years ago: Internet is coming to NPR!  (Bob Daugherty) 

  

-0- 

  

College papers cut back on print  (Lindel Hutson) 

  

College newspapers, the ubiquitous campus accoutrement of the 

informed student, are fading. Once thought to be more immune to the 

fallout in print advertising than local dailies, college newsrooms are 

increasingly cutting back on print schedules or ditching print altogether, 

while maintaining real-time news operations online. 

  

-0- 

  

Wolff: Publishers as beggars 

  

Last week, a letter arrived from my friend Jacob Weisberg, who runs 

Slate, the venerable Web magazine. Weisberg's letter was not to me, 

specifically, but to friends of Slate, proposing - or really imploring - that 

we join a special category of loyalists and voluntarily contribute to the 

magazine. Like NPR or PBS. Or crowdfunding. 

  

-0- 
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Philly officers fingered in Pulitzer-winning probe will not be 

prosecuted  (Mark Mittelstadt) 

  

Federal prosecutors and the Philadelphia district attorney have declined 

to file charges against four narcotics officers accused of wrongdoing in a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning newspaper series. 

  

-0- 

  

Christiane Amanpour to Be Inducted into Cable Hall of Fame 

  

On Tuesday, Christiane Amanpour will be inducted into the Cable Hall of 

Fame, which honors leaders who have made a lasting contribution to 

the advancement of the industry. Amanpour is the only on air talent, 

and only woman, in the 2014 class. 
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