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Colleagues, 

  

Here are reports from Wednesday's annual meeting of The Associated Press, 

along with the 2013 annual report. 

  

Leading off, this recap of 2013 by Mary Junck, AP chairman, and Gary Pruitt, AP 

President and CEO: 

  

  

Members and customers: 

  

Last year was one of significant accomplishments for The Associated Press, from 

challenges to government overreach and a sweep of the world's top photo 

prizes to enhanced financial stability and precedent-setting victories in 

protecting AP content. We introduced a streamlined new structure of AP's 

business side, launched a plan to further build out our U.S. State News Reports, 

released a robust new platform for our photo business, and broke vitally 

important news about disarray in America's nuclear missile forces, al-Qaida's 

inner operations and continuing dysfunction in the rollout of the Affordable Care 

Act. In all, 2013 reinforced AP's reputation as the definitive source for news and 

for leadership in news values and freedom of the press. 

   



2

In May, we learned that the U.S. 

Department of Justice had secretly seized a 

broad swath of AP phone records as part of 

a leaks investigation related to a story we 

had done. It was clearly unconstitutional, 

and we hit back hard. The DOJ responded 

almost immediately, and has now updated 

and strengthened the guidelines 

surrounding use of subpoenas on journalists 

- rules that we believe would have 

prevented the seizure if they had been in 

place at the time. 

  

We pursued other crucial First Amendment 

efforts last year, too. We pressured the 

White House to open photo access to 

presidential events and activities that they 

increasingly have been restricting. And we requested - and received, after a long 

legal fight - the 911 tapes following the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. 

For any responsible newsgathering organization, this is a normal step. The 

checks on government cannot stop just because the subject matter is difficult. 

  

As critical as fighting to protect the First Amendment is the fight to protect our 

original news content from misappropriation. In a clear and sweeping victory for 

AP, other media and for the public, a federal court ruled last year that the 

Internet clipping service Meltwater misappropriated AP content. AP won on 

nearly every argument made in the case - sending a strong message to those 

who take AP and other original content without paying for it, and establishing a 

clear legal precedent. Said the judge in the case: "Investigating and writing 

about newsworthy events occurring around the globe is an expensive 

undertaking and enforcement of the copyright laws permits AP to earn the 

revenue that underwrites that work. Permitting Meltwater to take the fruit of 

AP's labor for its own profit, without compensating AP, injures AP's ability to 

perform this essential function of democracy." Meltwater now contracts with 

AP.  

    

We strengthened another area of great value to AP, its members and the public 

last year, too: our coverage of state and local news. AP is the only news 

organization with reporters in every statehouse, and last year we began to build 

on that unique offering. A key strategic initiative for 2014, we are increasing the 

number of journalists in our state bureaus and regional desks and putting 

greater emphasis on state government coverage. We believe these changes will 

further extend our competitive advantage in the United States. 

  

Associated Press photographers had an astounding year in 2013, winning 

virtually every notable prize, including a Pulitzer for breaking news photography, 

for their heart-rending and graphic images of the Syrian war. AP photographers 
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also won top prizes for a variety of images in Pictures of the Year International, 

World Press Photo, China International Press Photo Competition, The White 

House News Photographers Association and The National Press Photographers 

Association. 

    

From revelations of disturbing disarray in the forces that protect the U.S. nuclear 

arsenal to remarkable insights into the inner workings of al-Qaida, AP reporters 

broke important exclusive stories of vital relevance last year. Washington 

National Security Writer Robert Burns' continual stream of frightening 

revelations about the highly secretive missile force prompted Secretary of 

Defense Chuck Hagel, citing AP, to demand a full-scale investigation.  

  

Rukmini Callimachi, AP's West Africa bureau chief, dispelled the myth of al-

Qaida as a disorganized terrorist operation when she discovered a tranche of 

documents that covered everything from strategy to housekeeping items such 

as chastising a terrorist for not filing his expenses. 

    

We extended our global reach in 2013, opening a multiformat bureau in 

Myanmar, the first Western news organization to do so. It follows on the launch 

in 2012 of our bureau in Pyongyang, North Korea - both of them opening up to 

the rest of the world countries long closed to public view and scrutiny. AP's 

Pyongyang bureau supplied a continuing string of news breaks, including last 

year's bizarre visits by former basketball great Dennis Rodman. 

  

PBS MediaShift named AP Mobile No. 1 in top news apps to watch in 2014, 

Business Insider named it the best app for keeping up with breaking news, and it 

won the EPPY award for best mobile app with more than 1 million monthly 

unique visitors. 

  

Meanwhile, we enjoyed robust growth with our new platforms and offerings. AP 

Video Hub, the online platform that delivers newsroom-ready video to new 

markets and customers, expanded to digital market leaders in more than 40 

countries, nearly doubling its revenue. AP Video-US continued to grow and now 

serves more than half of AP U.S. broadcast members. In May, we launched a 

new portal for AP Images, offering quick search and rapid downloads of AP 

photos and more than 200 editorial and creative stock photo partners. We've 

added 25,000 new users since its introduction. AP Archive, our repository of 

digitized video dating back nearly 100 years, grew revenue and market share, 

fueled by a new digital platform. 

  

AP Mobile added new customers and multiple accolades in 2013. More than a 

million people downloaded it, bringing the number of downloads since it was 

introduced in 2008 to 13 million. PBS MediaShift named it No. 1 in the top news 

apps to watch in 2014, Business Insider named it the best app for keeping up 

with breaking news, and it won the EPPY award for best mobile app with more 

than 1 million monthly unique visitors. 
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Importantly, we strengthened our financial health last year, ending 2013 with 

EBITDA of $41.6 million - the highest since 2009. Revenue for the year was $596 

million. We finished the year debt-free, having begun the year with $19 million 

in bank debt. You can find our full financials here. 

  

In October, to mark the 50th anniversary of the escalation of the Vietnam War, 

we published an extraordinary photographic history of the conflict. AP has the 

most comprehensive collection of photos from the war - we won six Pulitzers, 

four of them for photography, for our coverage - but they had never been 

compiled in a single place before. The result, "Vietnam: The Real War: A 

Photographic History by The Associated Press," was a compelling, heartbreaking 

account of a war that scarred America like no other.  

  

The book reminds us all of the costs of covering conflict - a cost that AP 

encounters every day. Four of our journalists lost their lives in that war. Today, 

reporters face even greater dangers to cover war zones. In April of this year, 

veteran AP photographer Anja Niedringhaus was targeted and killed in 

Afghanistan, where she was covering the run-up to the presidential election 

there.  

  

Kathy Gannon, who has covered Afghanistan and Pakistan for three decades for 

AP, was seriously wounded in the attack. Dozens more AP correspondents were 

detained, jailed, harassed and injured in the process of reporting the news in 

2014. As conflicts in the Middle East, Africa, Eastern Europe and elsewhere 

spread and become more complex, it is increasingly difficult to cover them 

firsthand without putting our photographers, videographers and reporters in 

danger. We weigh these risks daily, but they are stories that must be told - and 

so we tell them. 

  

Mary Junck, Chairman 

Gary Pruitt, President and CEO 

The Associated Press 

  

-0- 

  

AP Annual Report 

  

Click here for AP's annual report for 2013. 
  

  

2013 Revenue by customer segment 

  

Television - 45 percent 

Newspaper - 26 

Internet - 10 

Agency - 7 

Radio - 5 

Other - 7 
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AP posts net profit in 2013 as it cuts costs across the organization; revenue 

falls 4 percent 

  

NEW YORK (AP) - The Associated Press said Wednesday that it posted a net 

profit of $3.3 million in 2013, as it cut costs across the organization. The results 

compare with a loss of $25.5 million a year ago, according to the news 

cooperative's annual financial report, released Wednesday.  

  

Revenue fell 4 percent to $596 million as income from newspaper clients 

continued to fall and Google stopped licensing news content.  

  

The revenue decline was offset by a sharper drop in operating expenses, which 

fell nearly 7 percent, to $604 million.  

  

The AP earned nearly $11 million from equity stakes in joint ventures such as its 

entertainment photo service, Invision.  

  

The AP eliminated its long-term debt and said it expects a small amount of 

revenue growth this year, which would mark the first gain since 2008.  

  

"AP is in a financially strong position," CEO Gary Pruitt told staffers at a town 

hall meeting last week.  

  

The decline in newspaper revenue was partially offset by gains in video and 

photo sales, as well as in the sale of infrastructure support to other news 

organizations. The support comes in the form of equipment and camera crews, 

which it supplies through its Global Media Services product.  

  

The AP's forecast 2014 revenue gain is expected to come from increasing sales 

of video, photos and its video newsroom software, Essential News Production 

System, said chief financial officer Ken Dale.  

  

In 2014, AP plans to bolster its coverage of the 50 states, focusing on state 

government. The organization plans to add 20 to 30 new reporters to help with 

the effort.  

  

The AP also plans to improve its video capabilities and revamp its Arabic 

language news service.  

  

The news organization announced at its annual meeting Wednesday that it has 

added three new members to its board of directors: Bill Hoffman, president of 

Cox Media Group; Isaac Lee, president of news for Univision Communications 

Inc., and CEO of Fusion; and Rob King, senior vice president of SportsCenter and 

News for ESPN.  
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Jon Rust, publisher of the Southeast Missourian and co-president of Rust 

Communications, was re-elected to fill his final year on the board. The new AP 

board has 21 directors, each of whom is eligible to serve a total of nine years.  

  

The Associated Press, founded in 1846, is owned by 1,400 U.S. newspapers and 

is largely a wholesaler of news. It sells the content that its journalists gather and 

produce to newspapers, commercial websites and radio and TV broadcasters.  

  

-0- 

  

AP names three new directors, re-elects another at annual meeting 

  

NEW YORK -- Three new members were named to The Associated Press board of 

directors and an incumbent re-elected at AP's annual meeting today at its New 

York headquarters. 

  

Re-elected to fill his final year on the board was Jon Rust, publisher of the 

Southeast Missourian and co-president of Rust Communications, a family-

owned media company based in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. The company has 19 

daily and 30 weekly newspapers as well as partial ownership in 17 radio 

stations.  Rust serves as vice chair of the board.  

  

Bill Hoffman, president of Cox Media Group, was elected to the board. The Cox 

Media Group operates 14 TV stations, 57 radio stations, eight daily newspapers 

and more than a dozen nondaily publications. It is a subsidiary of Cox 

Enterprises. Based in Atlanta, CMG also operates more than 100 digital services 

as well as Cox Reps, which sells local advertising across platforms. 

  

Isaac Lee, president of news for Univision Communications, Inc., the leading 

Spanish-language media company serving Hispanic America, and Rob King, 

senior vice president of SportsCenter and News for ESPN, were appointed by the 

board as new directors. 

  

In addition to heading news for Univision, Lee is also CEO of Fusion, a news, pop 

culture and satire TV and digital network owned by Univision and Disney/ABC. 

He is responsible for leading news across the Univision enterprise, including 

programming and production for Univision Networks, Univision Radio, Univision 

Television Group and the company's digital platforms. At Univision, Lee has 

focused on coverage that matters most to the growing U.S. Hispanic community. 

  

King recently assumed a new role, overseeing all of SportsCenter and ESPN's 

newsgathering operations, leading the efforts of the company's biggest 

subbrand. Prior to this assignment, King was senior vice president for content, 

ESPN digital and print media, responsible for all content and the overall editorial 

direction of ESPN's leading portfolio of digital and print sports properties, 

including text, audio, video and multimedia content. 
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The new AP board has 21 directors. Directors are elected or appointed to the AP 

board. Each director is eligible to serve up to a total of nine years, although the 

chairman is exempt from that rule. 

  

-0- 

  

Other news of the AP 

   

  
Mark Levin discusses new Benghazi emails showing AP reporter colluding with 

State Dept. against Fox News reporting 
  
Tonight (Wednesday night) on his radio show, Mark Levin discussed a new 

Benghazi email that shows AP reporter Matt Lee emailing then State Dept. 

spokeswoman Victoria Nuland on September 13, 2012 for her comment on what 

they agreed was "bullshit" reporting on Fox News regarding the State Dept. 

having credible information 48 hours before the Benghazi attack. 
  
Retired AP Writer Recounts Covering Senna's Death  
  
When Ayrton Senna crashed into a concrete wall during the 1994 San Marino 

Grand Prix, a routine day of race coverage transformed into a marathon effort of 

wall-to-wall reporting for Associated Press writer Piero Valsecchi. "I have to 

admit that I immediately understood it was going to be a heck of a day," the 

now-retired Valsecchi said ahead of Thursday's 20th anniversary of Senna's 

death. "It's egoistical to say but thoughts like those creep into your mind. And 

we had already had two tense days of accidents. It was an incredible sequence 

of events over those three days."  (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 
  
Here's to the faucet! 
  
'Super Size Me' Filmmaker Morgan Spurlock Inks Development Deal With AP 
  
Wall Street Journal story that includes these grafs: 
  
Warrior Poets, whose recent output includes last year's feature film about One 

Direction, has a staff of about 65 people, which fluctuates in size based on the 

company's production load. The AP, founded in 1846, operates in 110 countries 

around the clock. Spurlock acknowledges that it will be challenging to keep up 

with the flow of stories to pick from, including those from the AP's archive. 
  
"The beauty of the AP is that they don't stop. The hard part is that they don't 

stop. The faucet never turns off," the filmmaker says, adding that Warrior 

Poets aims to develop news-based projects "as fast as we can." 
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McClatchy says it won't follow the AP's new style on state names 
  
http://jimromenesko.com/2014/04/30/mcclatchy-says-it-wont-follow-aps-style-

on-state-names/ 
  
The McClatchy-Tribune News Service has decided to continue to abbreviate 

state names in the body of stories and will not follow the change in AP style to 

spell them out beginning Thursday. Continuing to abbreviate them will make the 

style consistent with datelines, headlines, captions, lists, tables and especially 

short-form identification of political party affiliations. 
  
  
Remembering AP war photographer George Irvin 

  
The April 10 issue of "Connecting" carried a list of AP reporters and 

photographers who were killed in the line of duty, under the heading of The 

Associated Press Wall of Honor.  
  
It included the name of George Bede Irvin, and that jogged the memory of 

Connecting colleague and AP retiree Joe McKnight. Irvin was an AP war 

photographer who was killed near St. Lo, France July 25, 1944, by a friendly 

bomb that fell short of its target. He was buried in France two days later, on his 

34th birthday.  (His photo is below) 

  
McKnight was editor of an AP retiree newsletter, 

"Cleartime," in 1992  when he wrote a story 

about the enduring love letter correspondence 

between Irvin and his wife, Kathryne.  
  
Dan Grossie, a friend of Irvin and a fellow AP war 

photographer in France, assigned himself the task 

of writing Irvin's widow about his buddy's death. 
  
Kathryne's response made several grown men 

cry. 
  
Years later, Grossie recalled that he was in Liege, 

Belgium, sharing a  hotel room and a bottle of 

whisky with four other AP correspondents when 

a soldier brought him Kathryne's letter. He read it, began crying, and the others 

noticed him. They included fellow cameramen Harry Harris and Pete Carroll, and 

reporters Hal Boyle and Don Whitehead. 
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Grossi didn't recall who took the letter and read it aloud, but said, "By the time 

he was finished we were all crying." 
  
Some weeks later, Boyle (pictured below) asked Grossi if he could use the letter 

for a news column. 
  
"Because I knew Bede and Kath well," Boyle wrote that 

summer of 1944. "Danny showed me this letter and I 

should like to share it with you for the picture it gives of 

a perfect marriage broken by war."  His story appeared 

in the New York Post, Seattle Times and probably a 

number of other U. S. dailies. 
  
Recalling the story 48 years later, Grossie said: 
  
"There were never two people more in love than those 

two. Kath wrote Bede almost every day, at least three pages, type written. Bede 

wrote the same and they kept carbon copies and numbered their letters so they 

could refer back to them when a response came." 
  
Irvin was a native of Des Moines, IA, and a photographer for the Des Moines 

Register when he met Kathryne in December, 1935. She was an actress for 

Paramount Studios in Hollywood, and went to Des Moines with a dance troupe 

on national tour. Irvin was assigned by the Register to photograph the troupe. 
  
He got his pictures and asked Kathryne for a date. On that first date, he 

proposed to her, she accepted and they were married a month later. She 

fulfilled her studio commitment in California and moved to Des Moines in 1936. 
  
Later that year Irvin got a job with The AP in Kansas City and a few years later 

transferred to the Detroit bureau. He was assigned to London in 1943. Kathryne 

moved back to Los Angeles to live with her mother and wait out her husband's 

overseas assignment. 
  
"Nothing is very real now," she wrote to Grossi, "and I find myself putting away 

a little chit-chat in my mind for future letters to Bede -- and I remember there 

can be no more letters to write to him, can be no more mail coming from him, 

can be no home leave, no homecoming at all, so far as my Bede is concerned. 

But it is the impossibility of everything which makes it harder for me to believe 

that it is true. . . .  
  
"Little sounds of shattering hopes and dreams are big noises now, nothing to 

hope for -- and no understanding. . . .There will be no more dinners for us 

together, no more future dreams to play on together, but most of all there will 

be no more Bede ever coming home again." 
  
Mrs. Irvin's life moved on. She left Detroit and returned to the west coast. A 
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marriage to a Marine Corps major lasted about three years. Their son, Michael 

was living in Palmdale, CA in 1992. If alive today, she likely would be 

approaching 100. 
  
After the war, Grossie tried but failed to locate Mrs. Irvin. The Post Office 

returned his letters. 
  
Fast forward to 1991 when someone sent a faded copy of Boyle's 1944 column 

to Neal Shine, then publisher of the Detroit Free Press. Shine wrote a column for 

the Free Press about Mrs. Irvin's letter and Boyle's story. 
  
A week later a woman telephoned the newspaper and said the former Kathryne 

Irvin was living in North Hollywood, CA. She provided an address. 
  
Shine immediately called Grossi, then 81 and living in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Grossi 

quickly called Kathryne. 
  
"It was the surprise of her life to hear from me and we were on the phone for 

one solid hour," Grossi said at the time. "She told me that she still has all of 

Bede's letters and yes, she still has that 'beautiful' letter I wrote her and the 

pictures and the campaign ribbon." 
  
At that point Bede had been dead 48 years and Grossi said he hoped to travel to 

California to see Mrs. Irvin. 
  
He died before he could make the trip. 
  
(Shine worked nearly a half-century a the Free Press, advancing from copy boy to 

publisher, retired in 1995 and died April 3, 2007.) 
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 George Bede Irvin is buried at the Normandy American Cemetery in France. 

  
-0- 
  
Connecting mailbox 
  
  

Linda Deutsch, AP special correspondent in Los Angeles, on her memory of April 

30, 1975: 

  

On this date in 1975, Vietnam fell to the communists and I was on Guam 

awaiting the arrival of refugees. It was among the most life altering assignments 

of my journalism career. I stayed for six weeks, met some truly incredible people 

who remain friends to this day. One of them was our own Pulitzer Prize winner 

Nick Ut. I found him with other legendary members of the AP staff huddled in a 

tent in the vast tent city that had been set up for some 50,000 refugees. My first 

view of his very young face was peering out of a tent upon which staffers had 

posted a hand lettered sign that said, "AP Tent." Nick looked at me, smiled and 

said, " You look like Edie." He was referring to my longtime AP pal, Edie Lederer, 

one of the first women reporters in Vietnam. In those days we were often taken 

for sisters. After all the years, we remain the closest of friends and when we get 

together with Nick and the other news vets of the war it's as if no time has 

passed. Our Vietnam reunions are the place where history is preserved. 

  

  

John Gibbons, on the 1971 photo of AP computer system in Wednesday's 

Connecting: 

  

It was good to see the original CRT Terminal (Hendrix 5200 unit) in Connecting 

today. Another big difference is the cost.  Each 5200 Terminal cost $13,600.00 

(don't know why I remember that), which is why each bureau had only one or 

two.  Today, the AP leases its computers.  The equipment was much more fragile 

back then too - I personally drove the first units to Columbus, Indianapolis and 

Kansas City. 

  

-0- 

  

Estes Thompson, responding to call for examples of pressure exerted on AP 

news coverage: 

  

The 1984 Hunt-Helms race for U.S. Senate in North Carolina was very hard 

fought and dirty. A man who published a tabloid for the duration of the election 

campaign ran a story that the Democratic candidate had gay sexual experience 

in college. Poorly sourced, with no comment from ANY candidate. As soon as the 

guy dropped a bundle of papers at the AP office, where I was news editor, we 

began getting calls from editors and some small paper publishers asking for a 
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story on the story. Most of them were arch conservatives who supported Helms 

and they were adamant. The COB asked what I was going to do. I told him I 

wouldn't consider a story unless the Democratic candidate commented and 

pushed it into the public eye. He didn't and we didn't run anything - members 

actually sounded relieved when we told them not to save space for it. The 

tabloid publisher even asked, so I went through his story line by line and showed 

him why simply being in print didn't rise to the level of news. We didn't hear 

from him again. By the way, Helms won anyway.(The chief of bureau mentioned 

by Estes was Ambrose Dudley, who died in 2012.) 

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  
Gary Graham - editor of The Spokesman-Review in Spokane, Washington,  

  

Maria Pallais, bureau chief for Telesur in Washington, writes: One of my AP pals 

from 30 years ago, Jerry Schwartz, saw my name here and contacted me thru 

Facebook! So cool! I had been living in Mexico for 20-odd years and recently 

moved to DC for a while where I am working as bureau chief for Telesur (which I 

call a Pan Regional Latin American television Network created 9 years ago.. but 

it was actually an idea concocted by Fidel Castro and his pal Hugo Chavez...) In 

Mexico, I basically worked in Notimex (the Mexican news agency) first as 

International Deputy Editor in Chief and later as International Editor in Chief... 

But I wanted to come back to the U.S. So I took Telesur's offer. Maria shared a 

recent TV clipping she did with Telesur; click here to view. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  
To 
  

Ben Brown 

  

  

(A reminder on links - Whenever I can, I always apply a link to the names of a 

birthday honoree or a contributor to Connecting. So if you left-click on the names 

of Ben Brown, Estes Thompson, Linda Deutsch, Gary Graham, Maria Pallais, John 

Gibbons or Joe McKnight in this issue, for example, their email address will come 

up and you can drop them a note. And as you know, all the links in Stories of 

Interest are the same way.) 
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Stories of interest 

  

  

  

  

The White House Beat, Uncovered  (Mark Mittelstadt) 

  

The White House Correspondents' Association began as a response to Woodrow 

Wilson's threat to end presidential press conferences. A century later, White 

House reporters no longer have to line up outside the fence each morning to 

shout their questions, but they're still fighting for access: Photographers rarely 

get candid shots of President Obama, while reporters vie for coveted interviews 

with him or simply for on-the-record quotes from administration officials 

addicted to anonymity. So what's it really like on a beat one FDR-era reporter 

called "devoid of allurements to all except chess players and gentlemen in need 

of sleep"? Politico Magazine asked the members of the White House press corps 

to share their thoughts in the most comprehensive survey yet of this unique 

group of journalists. 

  

-0- 

   

   

For White House reporter Lesley Clark, so close and yet so far (Scott Charton) 

  

Reporter Lesley Clark once got close enough to President Obama at an 

international summit to notice that he was chewing gum. "I think it was that 

nicotine stuff," she recalls. Okay, not exactly a major scoop. But the point, for 

White House reporters like Clark, is that such up-close glimpses of the president 

are rare. Outside of one of Obama's irregular news conferences, and outside of 

official ceremonies, correspondents don't see the president much, and almost 

never in ways in which he isn't scripted, choreographed or otherwise camera-

ready. 

  

-0- 

  

When the curtain closed on an Oklahoma execution, 'we all knew our leads 

had changed' 

  

Graham Lee Brewer expected Clayton Derrell Lockett to die on Tuesday night. 

But Brewer, a reporter with The (Oklahoma City, Okla.) Oklahoman, expected to 

see that death. He did not. 

  

-0- 

  

Nieman Foundation announces the 77th class of Nieman Fellows 
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The Nieman Foundation for Journalism has selected 24 journalists as members 

of the 77th class of Nieman Fellows. The group includes journalists who work 

around the globe as reporters, editors, columnists, bureau chiefs, digital leaders 

and news executives in print, broadcast and online media. They will study at 

Harvard University during the 2014-2015 academic year. 

  

-0- 

  

Bill Clinton blasts Obamacare coverage 

  

Former President Bill Clinton criticized the media's coverage of Obamacare on 

Wednesday, bemoaning their "craving" to put a preconceived narrative ahead of 

the facts. In a speech at Georgetown University, Clinton said the media have "a 

craving that borders on addictive to have a storyline. Once people settle on the 

storyline, there is a craving that borders on blindness to shoehorn every fact, 

every development, everything that happens into the storyline, even if it's not 

the story." 

  

-0- 

  

Bill Simmons' Big Score: How a failed newspaper writer built a new kind of 

media empire at ESPN 

  

From Bill Simmons' fourth-row seats at the Staples Center in L.A., we're close 

enough to hear basketball players swearing. In the last few minutes of a 

belligerent game, full of glaring, taunting, and pushing, the hometown Clippers 

are in the process of erasing Dallas' comfortable lead, scoring 23 of the last 27 

points. To Simmons' dismay, the crowd doesn't seem to appreciate that they're 

watching one of the best games of the year. 

  

AND 

  

The Value of ESPN Surpasses $50 Billion 

  

The National Football League announced last week that ESPN ESPN would host 

the first playoff game in its 35-year history in January 2015. The Wild Card 

playoff game is a carrot for the $15.2 billion ESPN committed over eight years in 

its latest NFL TV rights deal, which kicks off next season. ESPN's commitment to 

the NFL is worth almost twice as much annually as the pacts signed by NBC, Fox 

Fox and CBS CBS +0.21%. An NFL playoff game marks the latest milestone for the 

network and further strengthens the stranglehold it has on sports programming. 

  

-0- 

  

'Man in the Middle' shines light on myth 

  

Every year activists in various Southwestern cities have gathered around the 

story of Latino journalist Ruben Salazar, not only to honor the man killed during 
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the Los Angeles Moratorium rallies against the Vietnam War but to protest the 

police brutality that claimed his life. Salazar, an El Pasoan who was a reporter 

and columnist for the Los Angeles Times and a Spanish-language television news 

director, has for decades served as a martyr for those who have rightly sought to 

expose the discrimination that has plagued the Los Angeles police and sheriff 

departments. 

  

-0- 

  

FAA 'Looking Into' Arkansas Tornado Drone Journalism, Raising First 

Amendment Questions 

  

Storm chaser and videographer Brian Emfinger used a drone to document the 

aftermath of a tornado that ripped through Arkansas.  That video prompted 

speculation as to whether the FAA was going to investigate or even fine 

Emfinger for using the drone.  Today, the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette is 

reporting ($0.99 paywalled) that the FAA is investigating the use of drones to 

gather aerial footage in Arkansas.   FAA investigations and enforcement actions 

against drone journalists raise serious First Amendment questions about the 

agency's ability to infringe upon press freedom in the absence of formal rules. 

  

-0- 

  

Thomson Reuters Swings to Profit 

  

Thomson Reuters Corp. swung to a first-quarter profit, but revenue edged down 

1.4% as the financial data and news provider's core financial and risk business 

reported softer revenue.  The year-ago period included a tax expense of about 

$247 million. 

  

-0- 

  

Seth Liss is Poynter's new editor 

  

Seth Liss is Poynter's new digital editor. He'll oversee Poynter's website and 

newsgathering operations. Liss is currently the online managing editor for 

WAMU, a public radio station in Washington, D.C. Before that he was an online 

content editor at the South Florida Sun-Sentinel and a producer at the San Jose 

Mercury News. 

  

-0- 

  

Bubble vocabulary: the words you almost know, sometimes use, but are 

secretly unsure of 

  

A little while back, I was chatting with a friend when he described a situation as 

"execrable." He pronounced it "ex-EH-crable." I'd always thought it was "EX-

ecrable." But execrable is a word I'd mostly just read in books, had rarely heard 
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spoken, and had never once, in my whole life, uttered aloud-in large part 

because I wasn't exactly sure how to say it, and because the nuances of its 

definition (beyond "bad") escaped me. 

  

-0- 

  

A Huge Chunk of the Miami Herald Building Has Come Down 

  

A section of the former Miami Herald building near downtown was demolished 

Monday morning. The site, between the MacArthur and Venetian causeways on 

the bay, is being cleared for a resort and residential complex. The Malaysian 

gambling giant Genting in 2012 pulled back on its plans for a mega-casino resort 

on the site after facing a backlash over the project's proposed size. Last year it 

proposed a more traditional mix of condo towers, about 500 hotel rooms and a 

ground-floor cluster of shops and restaurants. 
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