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Colleagues, 

  

Good morning, and here's to a great week. 

  

It was, as the esteemed Dr. Yogi Berra would say, deja vu all over again 

when I went through the mail Saturday and found a package with the 

return address of 50 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY 10020.  

  

It has been 10 years since I saw that 

address of our old headquarters building 

on a mailing. My heart sank - ah, it must 

be that six-figure bonus check approved 

by LDB finally arriving after being lost in 

the postal system! A backyard pool in 

my future. Dentures for the cat. An 

Alaskan cruise. Ah, the possibilities! 

  

NOT.  

  

The package was from a company called Corporate Property 

Associates, located on the second floor of 50 Rock, and it contained a 

boring old voting proxy for an investment. Oh well, it was nice to see 
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that address once more. One that none of us who had been in the AP 

will likely forget. 

  

Best part of Connecting? 

  

In my view and those of many of you, it is to stay in touch - and to 

renew old friendships and associations. 

  

Connecting colleague Joe McGowan and his wife Babette were in 

Honolulu recently to celebrate the 55th year reunion of her Roosevelt 

High School class. While there, Joe looked up retired AP Honolulu 

bureau chief Gordon Sakamoto - and on Saturday, May 3, they had 

breakfast with Gordon and his wife Jean. After Joe relayed this news to 

me, I invited Gordon to join Connecting and to update his AP colleagues 

on his life since retirement in 2001. Here is what Gordon sent along: 

  

Welcome to Gordon Sakamoto 

  

Former AP Honolulu bureau chief Gordon Sakamoto just joined 

Connecting, and at my request, provided this update on his life to those 

of us who knew and worked with him: 

  

Thanks for adding me to the Connecting group. Other than the AP 

World, I have had minimum contact with the people I worked with. I 

was on Jack Stokes' list, but that ended sometime ago. So, it will be 

great catching up with old friends. 

  

As for my AP career, it 

was short. After 29 

years with UPI, the 

last nine as Honolulu 

Bureau Chief, I 

became a state 

government 

bureaucrat as an 

economic 

development 

specialist. After five 

years, I had enough of 

the bureaucracy that is government. 

  

I joined the AP Honolulu Bureau in April 1993 and was named Chief of 

Bureau on Jan. 1, 1994. As an aside, on my first day as COB, I flew to the 

island of Lanai for Bill Gates' wedding. It was a very private affair, and 

the media definitely was not invited. I, along with a couple of local 

reporters, got caught and taken directly to the airport for a flight back to 

Honolulu. The security personnel stayed at the airport until the plane 
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took off. That was my welcome to The AP.  

  

Health reasons contributed to my retirement in late 2001. I had 

undergone a 7-way heart bypass surgery in 1999 - followed by the 

insertion of several stents - so I wasn't moving about too much. After 

retirement, I had a portion of my stomach removed because of a 

cancerous growth. Then came diabetes for which I still take insulin. I had 

a heart-rate monitoring device put in my chest in 2010. And, finally, in 

2012, I suffered a stroke. I have no control of my left foot, so I wear a 

brace when I go out. 

  

Other than that, Jean and I are enjoying retirement - I think. We are 

babysitting out second grandson, and are getting first-hand experience 

in handling the "terrible 2s" syndrome. But we love Keegan. Jean 

actually is babysitting two "babies" since I fall into that category. I can't 

do much around the house and she has to drive me to all my doctor's 

appointments, etc. We also babysat our first grandson, Kolten, who is 

almost 5. 

  

I guess you could say my health is not good, but I feel fine. Of course, 

there are days when I don't feel good, but I try to overcome them by 

keeping busy. Jean has been absolutely great in taking care of me. My 

weight is good and I'm eating well. Well, some things I shouldn't have, 

but do. 

  

I go out once a month with a group of friends - a former UPI reporter, an 

entertainer, a retired University of Hawaii sports information director 

and the University of Hawaii radio broadcaster for baseball. We've been 

getting together for more than 10 years and the dynamic of discussions 

has really changed. And it's understandable. In the early years, we 

talked about the problems of government and other newsworthy issues. 

Now, the talk is almost always about our poor health. But we do have a 

lot of laughs. 

  

Our two sons are doing well. The older one, Kevin, is married and is the 

father of Kolten and Keegan. Kevin is a Chartered Financial Analyst with 

Merrill Lynch here in Honolulu. Son No. 2, Kyle, is a sports writer with 

the Maui News. 

  

(Click on Gordon's name for his email address, if you'd like to send him a 

note.) 

  

Embarrassing moments (continued) 

  

Mark Mittelstadt - Right Away, Mr. Fuller! 

  

I joined The Associated Press in 1980 in Des Moines after nearly four 
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years editing a small but award-winning morning newspaper in Cedar 

Falls. The first day on the job, new bureau staffers were told how to 

answer the phone and to project a friendly but professional demeanor: 

"The Associated Press, this is (staffer's name)." As was the case for most 

of us, my first couple years with AP were spent filling a variety of desk 

assignments -- days, nights and weekends. And so it was one week that I 

was assigned to the "broadcast desk" filling in for the broadcast editor 

while he was on vacation.  

  

Of all the slots on the bureau schedule, broadcast was probably the one 

I liked least. I arrived in Des Moines with a less-than-positive attitude 

towards broadcasters, at least ones in northeastern Iowa who regularly 

ripped and read stories we had worked hard to produce for the paper 

the night before but then failed to credit to us as they were read on air. 

In my limited dealings with the state's broadcasters up to that point 

over the telephone, I found that while most of them were decent 

people they could ask what I considered silly questions or contribute the 

smallest of stories in order to build their monthly count and get 

recognized in the bureau newsletter. 

  

During one of those days doing broadcast, I was sure every dumb 

broadcaster in the state had called with every dumb question or dumb 

story they could come up with. This while there was other major 

breaking news out of the Statehouse and in the state, as I recall, and a 

number of other things that kept the bureau phones ringing. At one 

point I rather angrily picked up the phone and barked "THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS -- THIS IS MARK MITTELSTADT" in a less than welcoming tone. 

  

Immediately regretting my attitude, I waited to see who was on the 

other end of the line and prepared to apologize. There was a brief 

pause, then an equally brusque "THIS IS KEITH FULLER. LET ME TALK TO 

NICHOLS." 

  

"Oh, yes sir, Mr. Fuller. Right away." I transferred the AP president's call 

directly to bureau chief Ed Nichols and started to write, in my mind at 

least, a letter of resignation, hoping to avoid an immediate firing that I 

was certain was coming.  

  

To my surprise, nothing was ever said. And to my knowledge, I never 

even received a note in my file. 

  

I later came to appreciate the tips and breaking news Iowa's 

broadcasters contributed -- they proved to be essential in preparing and 

editing a rounded, current, topical state news report appreciated by all 

the members, including newspapers. 

  

And they threw better receptions. 
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Bonuses (continued) 

  

Bob Daugherty:  One of the more rewarding experiences of my AP 

career that spanned 43 years came in 1999 with a phone call from a 

secretary who said that Mr. Boccardi wished to speak to me.  

  

Not a great way to start the day, I thought to myself. Mr. B came on the 

line and asked if I knew why he was calling. I said something like, "No, 

but I'm sure it can't be good." (Lou Boccardi was not one to call just to 

BS.)  

  

He assured me that it was all good and informed me that I was the 

winner of the Gramling Achievement Award. It was rewarding to be so 

honored. By the way, the prize came with another reward of $10,000! 

 

 -0- 

  

Peggy Walsh: This bonus story shows how much the industry, all 

industries, have changed.   

  

When Eugene Pulliam was publisher of The Arizona Republic and The 

Phoenix Gazette (now gone) he had a yearly picnic at a place called "The 

R&G Ranch," a complex for employees sort of like a country club with an 

Olympic pool, baseball diamond and even "Mr. Train," a small train that 

wound around the grapefruit grove in the back, taking children of 

employees for a ride. Employees could come any time with family and 

friends. 

  

Every year, Mr. Pulliam had a large picnic for all the employees and their 

families.  Lots of free food and drinks were provided, as well as 

entertainment at a large covered pavilion.  Then Mr. Pulliam would take 

the stage, give a speech thanking all the employees for their work and 

give everyone a bonus. 

  

My late dad, Mason Walsh, came to Arizona as managing editor of The 

Gazette, later as general manager of both papers and publisher after 

Mr. Pulliam died.  My very first job, at 14, was sitting at the gate 

checking employee cards so they could use the wonderful facility. 

  

Career longevity 

  
Here's a response to my call Saturday for the names of journalists with 

lengthy tenures at the same newspaper as a full-time reporter or line 

editor: 
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Carl P. Leubsdorf Sr. notes that Bob Miller, business columnist of The 

Dallas Morning News, marked his 60th anniversary with the paper in 

September 2011 and is now headed for No. 63, still going strong writing 

a daily business column. Click here for a story fellow business columnist 

Cheryl Hall wrote about him at that time (soon after, he and his wife 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. And he turned 90 last 

November, still going strong).  

  

Carl himself, a former AP journalist, noted that the 33 straight years he 

has logged with the Morning News (in which his weekly column has 

never missed a week) seem like a walk in the park, by comparison. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

George Krimsky, on Joplin Globe editor Carol Stark's story in Saturday's 

Connecting:   

  

That was a wonderful Mother's Day profile by Carol Stark - loving, clear-

headed and informative.  One of the reasons I was struck by it was 

that Nancy Cowan seemed to be the quintessentially American mother 

and wife at a time when women were being made to feel guilty about 

those roles. As her daughter tells it, being a good mother, wife and 

person seemed to come naturally to Mrs. Cowan, while so many others 

have to work at it.  A lot of people seemed to benefit from that. 

  

  

Mike Doan: journalist with a talent for song 

  

I never dreamed that I would spend my retirement singing in musicals 

and in some of Washington's finest choruses.  

  

Though my father sang tenor in the San Francisco Opera, I never sang at 

all until I was 66 and was inspired by my daughter's high school chorus. I 

started singing bass in a church choir and a gospel choir until my voice 

teacher made me switch to first tenor. Next it was a community chorus, 

then the Capitol Hill Chorale and currently Choralis and the Washington 

Men's Camerata, which performs twice this year at the Kennedy Center.  
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Having never been 

in a play, I still 

landed roles as a 

drunk in Oliver last 

year (see photo at 

left) and a solo as a 

priest this summer 

in Les Miserables 

in South Boston, 

Va., where my wife 

and I operate Oak 

Grove Plantation 

bed and breakfast in the summer.  

  

I also made a video of a song I wrote, "Blogger Blues: A Journalism 

Anthem for the 21st Century." (Click here for a YouTube link.) 

  

As a journalist, I was quickly elected to the boards of three of these 

choruses, which liked the publicity I could get them. Working for free, I 

received effusive praise for my "killer minutes."  In journalism, I was 

with AP from 1966 to 1979, including bureaus in Portland, San Francisco 

and Las Vegas. I ran the AMs news report desk in Washington and 

served as Treasury correspondent. I was night editor (meaning running 

the AMs news desk) in D.C. from 1973-1976 during the Watergate era. 

After that, I was editor of Satellite Orbit magazine and covered business 

beats at U.S. News & World Report and at the Kiplinger Editors in 

Washington.  My work at Kiplinger was writing high-tech and business 

issues for the Kiplinger Letter and editing the Kiplinger California Letter. 

I am 72 now and retired from Kiplinger in 2009. I also run a church 

website and a Facebook page for an independent Senate candidate in 

South Dakota (former Sen. Larry Pressler). 

  

Click here if you'd like to send a note to Mike. 

  
  

Welcome to Connecting 
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Tim Harper- I was in the AP bureau in Milwaukee (MI) 1974-1976, then 

the Madison bureau (MA) 1977-1980, followed by 1980-85 as a national 

writer based  in New York. Freelance journalist and author, 1985-

present. I've done 1,000 magazine articles and 12 books of my own, and 

helped dozens of people research, report, write and publish their own 

books. Taught graduate schools of journalism part-time at Columbia, 

NYU and elsewhere, and in recent years at the CUNY Graduate School of 

Journalism, where I'm a visiting professor, the writing coach, and 

editor/publisher of the CUNY Journalism Press. If anyone has a 

journalism book, send me a proposal. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  
  

Marissa Mayer: Stop Asking If Yahoo Is a Tech or Media Company 

  

In 2007, Apple CEO Steve Jobs visited Yahoo's headquarters and urged 

employees to decide once and for all whether it wanted to be a media 

company or a technology company. Yahoo's identity crisis, if you want 

to call it that, has continued in the years since that visit from Jobs. 

Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer attempted to lay the issue to rest, not with 

an answer, but by throwing dirt on the question itself. "I've scolded 

people who ask me that. Over the years, it became Yahoo's version of 

navel gazing," Mayer said during an interview with Michael Arrington at 

TechCrunch Disrupt in New York. "In short, it doesn't matter. What 

matters is that we build products that people love."  

  

-0- 

  

What It's Like To Be A Reporter At An Execution  (Bill Beecham) 

  

In the wake of the controversy over Oklahoma's disturbingly botched 
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execution of Clayton Lockett last week, CNN's Brian Stelter spoke to two 

reporters who have had experience witnessing prisoners being killed. 

One of them, Matt Trotter, witnessed Lockett's execution for Oklahoma 

Public Radio. He told Stelter it was the first execution he had ever seen 

in person: 

  

-0- 

  

No, Journalists Aren't Becoming More Moral  (Carol Riha) 

  

Professors at Indiana University recently released their decennial report 

on the "pulse of U.S. journalism." After interviewing over 1,000 

journalists, the authors found that the news business has reimagined its 

mission over the past two decades. My colleague Mollie Hemingway has 

already explored the deep and growing ideological bias found in the 

survey. The report also finds that today's journalists are, on average, 

more educated, older, paid less and predictably miserable. 

  

-0- 

  

Oops! Schenectady newspaper brags about its circulation increase - 

then has to take it back (Bob Daugherty) 

  

-0- 

  

End game: What happens when the White House press corps seizes 

the agenda? 

  

There's an adorably naïve tendency among many who live and breathe 

environmental issues - journalists, scientists, advocates - to presume 

that reason, backed by science, will rule the day, any day now. I 

recommend either one of two easy cures for this: Watch an hour of Fox 

News, America's most-watched cable news network by a long shot. Or 

do what I did earlier this week: Watch the White House press corps. 

  

-0- 

  

Report: Journalists Are Miserable, Liberal, Over-Educated, Under-Paid, 

Middle-Aged Men   

  

Today, the term ink-stained wretches is exactly one-third accurate. 

Journalists aren't quite so blotched from pens and printers, now that 

the newspaper die-out has wiped out 50 years of advertising gains in a 

decade. With cleaner shirts, less paper, and worse pay, we're more like 

carpal-tunnel wretches. We're older on average than we used to be, 

slightly more moral, and far more lugubrious about the future of our 

profession. Here is the state of the American journalist, according to a 

survey from Indiana University. 
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-0- 

  

Yahoo's 18-year-old prodigy Nick D'Aloisio on how the future of digital 

news lies in the past 
  

Yesterday, Yahoo announced that its "atomized" news digest was being 

made available on Android, and in virtually every market in 

which Yahoo is active. It's a bold move for a product that has only been 

available for less than six months. Behind the ambitious project is Nick 

D'Aloisio, the 18-year-old who sold his company Summly to Yahoo a 

little over a year ago for a reported $30 million. Since then, he's been 

working within Yahoo to integrate the technology, and bring his nugget-

sized take on news to the masses. 

  

When The Watchdogs Wear Tuxedos, Politicians Rest Easy (Kent 

Prince) 

Media, politicians and celebrities mingled at the White House 

Correspondents Dinner - but Bob Garfield of On the Media stayed 

outside looking in. He says the WHCD is odd and ethically questionable. 
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