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Thomas Jefferson's rough draft of the Declaration of Independence, with 

edits by John Adams and Benjamin Franklin. (Shared by Scott Charton) 

Colleagues, 

 

Welcome to a special Fourth of July edition of Connecting! As you head 

out for picnics, gatherings with friends and family, the beach or to 

fireworks displays, take a moment to reflect on what Independence Day 

stands for and particularly the declared freedoms that became so 

essential to the practice of journalism and development of a free press 

in U.S. history.  

 

Two items in today's edition help drive home that point. The first is the 

first page of a hand-written "rough draft" of the Declaration of 

Independence (above, shared by Scott Charton on his Facebook page) 

from principal author Thomas Jefferson. It is believed Jefferson showed 

the draft to John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, and perhaps others, 

who made edits to the document. Jefferson kept the draft and made 

additional notes on it as Congress revised the text. 

 

The rough draft came after an early "composition draft" and  was 

followed by a "fair copy," which was then marked up further before the 

version of the document approved by Congress on July 4. It is a vivid 

reminder that Jefferson, Adams, Franklin and many others wrestled 
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deeply with the idea of American independence and what the 

declaration, to serve as the beginning of the break from the British 

crown, should say.  

 

The second item of particular application to journalists on a holiday 

marking an important milestone in the nation's history was a paper 

published by the Brookings Institution this week on a "news literacy" 

course taught at Stony Brook University. The course is based on the idea 

that "every student in America should acquire the critical thinking skills 

of a journalist." 

 

As Poynter's Andrew Beaujon asked, "Why would anyone prize the skill 

set that comes with a job that just edged out lumberjack in a recent 

report on desirable careers?" The reason is simple, according to the 

paper's authors James Klurfeld and Howard Schneider:  

In the Digital Age, the ultimate check against the spread of rumor, 

pernicious falsehood, disinformation, and unverified reports 

masquerading as fact, will never be just more and better-trained 

journalists and professional gatekeepers. Instead, it will require a 

generation of astutely educated news consumers, as well as native 

producers and distributors, who will learn to be their own editors and 

identify for themselves fact- and evidence-based news and 

information. 

Even though journalists occasionally fall short, sorting out fact from 

fiction and presenting it fairly remains a noble goal. Embracing and 

pursuing critical thinking is re-affirmation of why many on the 

Connecting mailing list got into journalism. 

 

Celebrate the holiday. And celebrate your freedom! 

 

-0- 

 

Need trivia about Independence Day to share at holiday gatherings? 

Here are nine from International Business Times. 

 

-0- 

 

AP's Ted Anthony: Newsrooms only harness 1 percent of social media 

potential 

 

Associated Press director of Asia Pacific news Ted Anthony said he 

believes that social media is under-utilized in today's newsrooms. 

"Social media in most newsrooms today is divided loosely into 'intake' -- 

using social media to gather news or accumulate content -- and 'output' 

-- an organization's social media presence on various platforms. My 

sense is that while newsrooms are becoming more sophisticated in 
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those ways, we have discovered only about 1 percent of the potential of 

these platforms," Anthony said. "As an industry we are still 

underestimating the potential of social media as a gateway to content." 

The interview generated a number of comments on his Facebook page. 

-0- 

 

Hidden gems being dug up during major construction project next to AP 

headquarters 

 

If you think the crush is bad around Pennsylvania 

Station these days, you should have been here 465 

million years ago. "This rock has been subjected to 

three periods of continental collision," geologist 

Sidney Horenstein said as he stood in a railyard 

west of the station, examining a wall of gray 

Manhattan schist with swirls of white pegmatite. It 

looked like a giant marble cake. One that has broken 

many drill bits. "The rock was squeezed and 

squeezed again and squeezed again," he said, 

referring to what happened in the Taconic, Acadian 

and Alleghenian orogenies. These mountain-building 

events, hundreds of millions of years ago, shaped 

North America and left fascinating traces in New 

York City. They are being unearthed as construction 

gets underway on several skyscraper projects on 

either side of the building housing The Associated Press headquarters 

on the city's west side. 

-0- 

AP Statehouse reporter to join Kansas governor's staff as 

communications director 

 

John Milburn, an Associated Press reporter on the Topeka 

statehouse beat, has been hired to serve as 

communications director for Kansas Gov. Sam 

Brownback.  "I am pleased to join the Brownback team," 

Milburn, who spent 13 years with the AP, said in a 

statement released by Brownback campaign. "I look forward to sharing 

the achievements of the Brownback administration with all Kansans." 

 

Connecting Mailbag 

Paul Simon  _ Loved (Paul Shane's) April Fool's anecdote. Who knew 

about that side of him? Wonder if there's a statue of limitations. 

 

Excavation of bedrock 

on either side of the 

tracks is exposing 

geological features 

that have never been 

seen. (Chang W. 

Lee/The New York) 

 

John Milburn 
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Ever pull a prank on an AP colleague? Or were a victim of one? Share 

them with Connecting by sending to Mark Mittelstadt, who is handling 

Connecting through next Tuesday. There will be no Connecting on 

Saturday. 

Ron Edmonds shared this link with the note, "For those who prefer the 

old days." QWERKYWRITER USB keyboard simulates the clicky feel of a 

typewriter  

 

 

QWERKYWRITER USB keyboard 

Items of Interest 

 

Rieder: administration needs to drop Risen case for refusing to disclose 

source 

 

I can make this simple: Team Obama, leave James Risen alone. Don't 

turn legitimate public-interest journalism into a criminal activity. 

 

-0- 

 

Egypt's shifting tide of press freedom (Shared by Latrice Davis) 

 

The crackdown on Al Jazeera journalists has raised fears over the future 

of an independent media brave enough to challenge the Egyptian 

government's national security narrative. Three Al Jazeera journalists, 

Mohamed Fahmy, Peter Greste and Baher Mohamed, were sentenced 

to seven years in prison for "spreading false news" and "aiding or joining 

the banned Muslim Brotherhood". Baher Mohamed received an extra 

three years for having a used bullet casing in his possession at the time 

of his arrest. 

 

-0- 

Jay Carney: Press takes "shallow approach" 
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Former White House press secretary Jay Carney criticized members of 

the press corps this week for taking a "shallow approach" in their 

coverage of the Obama administration. In an exit interview with The 

New York Times Magazine, Carney said reporters' habit of "chasing the 

same soccer ball down the field" -- i.e., pursuing the same line of inquiry 

-- "reinforces a shallow approach." Carney, who previously covered the 

White House for Time magazine, also suggested that some reporters 

play for the camera. 

-0- 

Things journalists should, and should not, lose sleep 

over 

 

The president of the American Copy Editors Society 

blogs her thoughts about what keeps her up at night, 

and what doesn't. It's a humorous, surprisingly frank, 

examination of copy editing and, more broadly, 

journalism. Does keep her up at night: journalism is 

"too boring to read." Doesn't: "more than" versus 

"over." 

 

-0- 

Three years after shutting J-School, University of Colorado creates a 

College of Media (Shared by Doug Pizac) 

 

"What distinguishes it from pretty much any of its competitors," says 

Christopher Braider, director of the new college, "is the fact that it 

brings together journalism with strategic communication with 

information science with media production in ways that enhances the 

creativity of everyone involved, beginning with students, but also 

including faculty." 

-0- 

 

This Week in Review: Questions on Facebook's experiment, and a 

knockout blow to Aereo 

 

Plus: Verdicts in the News Corp. phone hacking scandal, jailed journalists 

in Egypt, and the rest of the news about the news from the past 

fortnight. 

 

-0- 

National Academy of Sciences journal expresses concern over publishing 

paper on Facebook's secret experiment on users' emotions 

 

Teresa 

Schmedding 
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"Based on the information provided by the authors, (Proceedings of the 

National Academy Sciences of the United States of America) editors 

deemed it appropriate to publish the paper," concluded Inder M. 

Verma, editor-in-chief of PNAS. "It is nevertheless a matter of concern 

that the collection of the data by Facebook may have involved practices 

that were not fully consistent with the principles of obtaining informed 

consent and allowing participants to opt out." 

-0- 

How NPR built its Civil Rights Act interactive 

 

Journalists usually try to cover current events, keep excess quotes to a 

minimum and remove their notes from the final draft. On Wednesday, 

journalists at NPR threw out these rules. The result? An interactive 

feature born from a document penned a half-century ago, annotated by 

modern writers and published with minimal editing. 

-0- 

FOLD wants to keep you from tumbling down link rabbit holes 

 

Two MIT Media Labbers are developing a "context curation platform" 

that aims to explain what you need to know without taking you out of 

the reading experience. 

-0- 

The Princess Effect: How women's magazines demean powerful women 

-- even when they're trying to celebrate them 

 

In The Feminine Mystique, Betty Friedan critiqued the narrow topics 

women's magazines would allow in a time of domestic unrest and Cold 

War: "[They are] crammed full of food, clothing, cosmetics, furniture, 

and the physical bodies of young women, but where is the world of 

thought and ideas, the life of the mind and spirit?" Fifty years later, 

women have advanced in "the world of thought and ideas" only to find 

that, in the very same magazines, ideas pale in importance to the 

superficial qualities valued in Friedman's time-bodies, clothes, houses, 

makeup. 

-0- 

Proofreading 
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Pat Milton sent along headlines in search of a proofreader (or a critical-

thinker), many shared by a colleague of hers. We hope you enjoy them, 

and the accompanying comments, as much as Connecting did. 

Man Kills Self Before Shooting Wife and Daughter   

This one I caught in the SGV Tribune the other day and called the 

Editorial Room and asked who wrote this.  It took two or three readings 

before the editor realized that what he was reading was impossible!!!  

They put in a correction the next day. I just couldn't help but send this 

along. Too funny.   

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says   

No, do you really think so? 

  

Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers    

Now that's taking things a bit far!   

Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over    

What a guy!     

  

Miners Refuse to Work after Death   

No-good-for-nothing' lazy so-and-so's!   

  

Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant    

See if that works any better than a fair trial!   

   

War Dims Hope for Peace    

I can see where it might have that effect!   

  

If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile   

Ya think?!   

  

Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures    

Who would have thought!   

  

Enfield ( London ) Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide     

They may be on to something!   

  

Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges    

You mean there's something stronger than duct tape?   
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Man Struck By Lightning: Faces Battery Charge    

He probably IS the battery charge!   

  

New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group    

Weren't they fat enough?!   

  

Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft    

That's what he gets for eating those beans!   

  

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks    

Do they taste like chicken?  

  

Local  High School Dropouts Cut in Half    

Chainsaw Massacre all over again!   

  

Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors    

Boy, are they tall!   

  

Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead    

Did I read that right?  
 

  

  

  

Mark Mittelstadt  

Connecting newsletter 

markmittelstadt@yahoo.com 
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