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Colleagues, 

  

Good morning!  

  

Some excellent mailbox entries in today's Connecting. Keep them coming! 

  

Paul 

  

  

  

The Associated Press gets blunt on Gaza 

  

Version #1: 

   

As much of world watches Gaza war in horror, members of Congress fall over 

each other to support Israel: http://t.co/DepO2etLQS 

- The Associated Press (@AP) July 29, 2014 

  

Version #2: 
  

Many U.S. lawmakers strongly back Israel in Gaza war (revises wording in this 



2

@AP tweet: http://t.co/RZs5dh0m2L ): http://t.co/OvBKx75U6Z 

- The Associated Press (@AP) July 29, 2014 

  

Ouch! "@AP Still drunk from last night?" asks one commenter. 

  

* "Hello from @AP, and thanks for your feedback on this tweet (@EricCarvin) 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

A correction, and a memory 

  
Sibby Christensen -  Correcting the name of Pat Moran in Tuesday's 

Connecting: Relman (Pat) Morin, sted Relmin Moran.  

  

Pat and I shared an office at 50 Rock when I first went to work for AP in 1970. 

He got a kick out of introducing me as his "roommate." 

  

Though in his declining years at that point, he remained sharply observant. A 

college friend, on her way to a job interview somewhere, dropped by to see 

me and was in full braggadocio mode about how she would ace her test. She 

seemed unaware of the old guy in the corner. Weeks later, he remembered to 

ask if my pal got the job. 

  

And he always commented if I was wearing something with an interesting print 

design - his wife was Dorothy Liebes, a well-known textile designer. 

  

(Claude Erbsen caught the misspelling, too. And Lindel Hutson wrote: Joe 

forgot to mention that Pat Moran won the 1958 Pulitzer for his reporting on 

the LR Central desegregation story. 

  

Memories of Assignment: Havana 
  

George Arfield -  Here are some additions to recent contributions about AP's 

Havana bureau, which I recall as an exciting assignment that popped up in 

1961, a year after graduating from Indiana University, a few months after 

being hired by then Buenos Aires COB Sam Summerlin and when events in 

Cuba were front-page fodder.   
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PHOTO (by Tony Ortega), taken from AP WORLD magazine, Summer 1962.  L to 

R: Yours truly, Stanley Graham, Tano Gomez and Alberto Lanier in the Havana 

bureau's front room. 

  

  

  

  

During the turbulent months preceding and following the Castro takeover, the 

Havana bureau had been led by COB Harold ("Heinie") K. Milks.  Supporting 

him were Bob Berrellez and Richard Valeriani.  After the disastrous April 1961 

Bay of Pigs misadventure the Castro regime expelled all AP staffers.  Later that 

year José María Orlando obtained a temporary visa from the Cuban consulate 

in Montevideo, where he was AP Correspondent.  As he became interim 

correspondent the search was on for someone who could obtain a full-time 

Cuban visa that would provide residence and continuity in Havana. 

  

With U.S. passport-holders blackballed from the island as a result of 

Washington's support of the failed invasion, Sam encouraged me to use my 

Argentine passport to apply for a permanent visa at the Cuban consulate in 

Buenos Aires.  To everyone's surprise, the visa came through in the last quarter 

of the year.  On Dec.4, 1961 I stepped off a KLM Miami-Havana-Curaçao flight 

(U.S. airlines were barred after the Bay of Pigs) and Orlando welcomed me at 

Havana's Rancho Boyeros airport.  A few days later he departed for 

Montevideo. 

  

I spent almost two years in Havana, hemmed in by travel restrictions, stealth 

censorship and blocked access to government sources.  To the regime, AP was 
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an arm of the State Department (and UPI a CIA organization); that was enough 

to convince many locals that contact with us was an unhealthy practice.  The 

most challenging obstacles to what one would consider routine reporting were 

the ban on travel beyond the capital's suburbs, constant yet inconsistent 

censorship of outgoing cables, interdiction of phone calls and Wirephoto 

transmissions to the U.S. (or any other country), frequent shadowing by a 

coterie of grim-looking fellows in dark Ray-Bans riding a black 1958 Cadillac 

sedan --its presence made notable by the fact that for months the car had only 

one working headlight, that glowed day and night-- and an unwritten protocol 

that, because of our alleged status as spies, kept us from government officials 

and functions.   

  

Nevertheless the adrenaline flowed freely and reports flowed out thanks to the 

support of many who reported openly or surreptitiously and, more 

importantly, those who provided an intermittent pipeline so some uncensored 

news reached the outside world.  I developed a lot of respect (and sometimes 

wariness, given the government's intimidation of anyone who failed to join the 

Communist Chorale) for the men who staffed our small office, on the ground 

floor of a residential building.  It was next to the Hotel Capri, a luxury property 

said to have been financed by the notorious Meyer Lanski and was then 

watering hole for a collection of characters, among them arms dealers and 

"advisors," that seemed drawn from an Eric Ambler spy novel.   

  

Our local staffers deserve to be remembered for their diligence and 

dependability in an atmosphere that made them marked men (or paid 

informers...).  As memory serves (I gave up trying to keep a diary in case of 

compromising others should I be hauled in by my bespectacled minders) there 

was, above all, Tano Gómez, a reporter who could not give up his appetite for 

news despite advanced age and failing health.  Also, office and equipment 

attendants Stanley Graham,  Alberto Lanier and Tony Ortega. The latter 

doubled as photographer at a time when snapping a street picture --any 

picture-- could lead to a session, or worse, at the "G2" state security 

headquarters in the once-posh Miramar district. 

  

Journalistic highlights of the Havana assignment were two events in 1962: the 

repatriation of the survivors of the Bay of Pigs landings and, most vividly, the 

October 1962 Missile Crisis, when JFK and Nikita Khrushchev squared off on 

the world stage.  The prisoners-for-supplies exchange was marked, on a 

personal level, by the arrival of Joe McGowan aboard the "African Pilot," the 

freighter that brought the ransom goods from Miami and took back the 

invasion's survivors.  McGowan had thoughtfully brought with him a cache of 

"goodies" long absent from Havana shelves and that were a true treat.  More 

importantly, it was the beginning of a solid friendship that endures to this day.  

  

As the Missile Crisis ramped up, Castro ordered the equivalent of a general 

mobilization.  Suddenly all sorts of anti-aircraft artillery and machine gun 

emplacements were placed on Havana rooftops and open areas facing the 
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north.  Among these was the venerable Hotel Nacional, a few hundred feet 

from the bureau, and the seaside drive, the Malecón.  My security tail 

disappeared all of a sudden and throughout those tense days I was able to 

walk the city unshadowed and able to talk to men and women in and out 

uniform.  I was struck by the low morale of the mobilized men as they stayed 

close to their guns, first under a blazing sun, then for hours under a tropical 

deluge for which they were issued skimpy squares of plastic film in lieu of 

ponchos or proper rainwear.  They complained about not being fed, the lack of 

adequate gear, especially after hours of heavy rain when all they were issued 

for cover were those flimsy plastic sheets and being unable to remain in touch 

with family.  One middle-aged militia man, in an emplacement on the Malecòn, 

became so agitated when I engaged him in conversation that he threw off his 

steel helmet and liner.  Stenciled inside were the initials "BR."  He then picked 

it up and asked me to take it as a souvenir.  Months later I was happy to 

present it to an AP legend who, from afar, often wrote about Cuba: New York's 

Bill Ryan.  

  

During the crisis and throughout my time many members of the diplomatic 

community --West and East-- helped carry reports to the outside world.  And 

then there was a memorable civilian --a Cubana Airlines captain, who risked 

career and life as a "pigeon," carrying typewritten features and other non-

restricted material as he flew his Britannia turboprop airliner to Mexico City or 

Madrid.  There, COBs Morris Rosenberg and Milks, respectively, provided 

discreet reception and relay to New York.  If caught, my friend would have lost 

his job or worse.  I had a joyful reunion with this fearless airman years later 

when, as Chief of Caribbean Services, based in Puerto Rico, I ran into him at the 

San Juan airport; he had defected and now was a captain with the former 

Prinair, a San Juan-based airline that flew to the Windward and Leeward 

islands. 

  

Finally, many reports from Cuba would not have seen print or been on the 

airwaves were it not for the staffers on the Cables Desk at 50 Rock, who 

frequently performed expert editorial restoration. Directed by Ben Bassett and 

Art Wolf, these anonymous wizards of words managed to turn out cogent wire 

copy from the oft-truncated cables that had cleared invisible censors. 

  

There's more that could be told about those days when concepts that today 

are history --think "cablese" and "takes," "darkroom processing," "Olivetti," 

"Underwood," "Teletype" and "International Operator"-- but they can be left 

for another time.  What endures are the lasting memories and friendships 

marked by judicious teamwork, disinterested loyalty and journalistic 

professionalism in the face of difficult circumstances.   

  

  

Henry Bradsher recalls an embarrassing moment 
  

Henry Bradsher - The cable arrived about 2:30 a.m. on a Saturday in 1958 
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when I was running the early shift on the foreign desk.  Harold Milks, the 

bureau chief in Moscow, said he had been summoned to the press office of the 

Soviet Foreign Ministry to be told that one of his correspondents, Roy Essoyan, 

was being expelled immediately.  Milks asked that The AP general manager, 

Frank Starzel, phone him as soon as possible. 

  

Roy had grown up in the Far East in a family that escaped the Soviet Union 

soon after the Bolsheviks took over.  He spoke Russian from childhood, as well 

as picking up a smattering of East Asian languages.  (He told me years later that 

his childhood version of Japanese drew laughs when he tried it out as Tokyo 

bureau chief.) 

  

When I saw Milks in Belgrade in 1961, he told me The AP had had great hopes 

for Roy as a future Moscow bureau chief, after he had done a preliminary tour 

there, because of both his reporting and Russian language skills.  AP lacked 

fluent speakers of Russian; had Roy gone on to become bureau chief, I 

probably would not have gotten that job in 1964. 

  

In the arduous 1950s situation of tight Soviet restrictions on foreigners, all-

night waits to get stories through censorship, and KGB harassment, Roy had 

become increasingly unhappy with working in the USSR.  According to Milks, 

Roy finally did something that apparently was a deliberate violation of the rigid 

Soviet press rules, intending to be expelled. 

  

I took Milks' request that Starzel call over to the general desk editor.  Well, he 

said, guess you'd better wake him up.  I asked the switchboard operator to call 

Starzel's home for me, and I read the cable to him.  Starzel asked me to have 

the operator place a call to Moscow and patch it through to his home. 

  

Which I did.  But some minutes later, the operator called me back to report 

that circuits to Moscow did not open until 10 a.m.  It was with great 

embarrassment that I had to call Starzel again to tell him he'd been awakened 

unnecessarily. 

  

  

Lew Ferguson recalls a loan to Jules Loh 
  

Lew Ferguson - Joe McKnight's recollection of Jules borrowing money off him 

in Wichita prompted me to offer this Loh story: 

  

A year or two after I became Topeka correspondent in 1970, Jules Loh came 

calling -- not to see me or work on any story but to revisit Alf Landon, the 

venerable former Kansas governor and 1936 Republican presidential nominee 

against FDR. 

  

Jules had done a series in the late 1960s on famous older Americans. Among 

them was a piece on Landon. He liked talking to the old guy, who was in his 
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mid-80s then and died just after his 100th birthday in October 1987. 

  

Loh, who was traveling the country in pursuit of some other story, made a pit 

stop in Kansas City, specifically to take a side trip to Topeka to see Landon. 

  

He called me from Kansas City, said he had rented a car and was heading to 

Topeka. He told me to call Alf, tell him he was coming to see him -- AND to buy 

a quart of good Irish whiskey for an evening with Alf. 

  

I did as instructed, picked Loh up at his downtown Topeka hotel in early 

evening and we headed to Alf's westside mansion that he built after losing in a 

landslide to Roosevelt in '36. 

  

Well, we (mostly Jules and Alf) drank well into the night, with them telling each 

other story after story. They not only finished the bottle of Irish but got into 

Alf's liquor stash for more whiskey. 

  

Mrs. Landon periodically called down the giant stairway leading to the second 

floor of the Landon home, calling to our attention how late the hour was 

getting to be. 

  

None of her pleadings registered with Alf or Jules, who kept the conversation 

and the whiskey flowing, with me doing the pouring. 

  

When finally they agreed to call it a night, somewhere around midnight, it was 

plain to see neither was in condition to take care of himself. 

  

I tried in vain to get Alf to let me help him up the stairway, or at least onto the 

chair lift installed on the stairway. 

  

"You take care of my great AP friend, and don't worry about me," Alf kept 

saying, so finally I helped Jules to my car parked in the drive and we headed 

back to his hotel. 

  

I had shared a few of their drinks but not enough that I wasn't totally in 

command of my senses -- and the fear that immediately occupied my brain. 

  

I fully expected the morning headline to read something like, "Kansas legend 

dies in fall down stairs. Two itinerate reporters sought!" 

  

Well, all's well that ends well and the evening ended just fine. Alf somehow 

made it up the stairs and I got Jules to his room at the hotel. 

  

Jules left town the next morning without contacting me, and without 

reimbursing me for the whiskey which he had promised to do.  

  

I didn't really care. Who would, after an experience like that -- listening in on a 
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conversation between a political legend and an AP legend. 

  

  

Oh, that kind of Cardinal! 
  

Bill Beecham noted on Facebook: 

  

When I read this headline atop an AP story on AP's website, I thought, oh, oh 

another priest in trouble:  

  

ARIZONA CARDINAL JOHN ABRAHAM CHARGED WITH DUI.  

  

It was a wayward FOOTBALL cardinal! 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

   

  

Stephen A. Smith off air for 1 week 

  

ESPN has announced that commentator Stephen A. Smith will not be 

appearing on ESPN2's "First Take" or on ESPN Radio for the next week. He will 

return Aug. 6. In a statement to employees released Tuesday, ESPN president 

John Skipper said the following: "As many of you know, there has been 

substantial news coverage in the past few days related to comments Stephen 

A. made last Friday in the wake of the NFL's decision to suspend Baltimore 

Ravens running back Ray Rice for two games following charges of assaulting his 

then fiancée, now wife, a few months ago. 

  
-0- 

A stormy set of revenue numbers for The New York Times (and the broader 

news industry) 

  

On the call for The New York Times' first quarter financials in April, executivess 

cautioned that the bright Q1 results - up in overall revenue and in print and 

digital ad revenue - might not hold. They were right.  CEO Mark Thompson - 

whose chief mandate is to get first revenue and then profit growing again - had 

a little momentum going: Two of the last three quarters had shown revenue 

growth. That doesn't sound like a lot, but it was a real outlier in an industry still 

struggling to grow revenues, as it has since 2007 ("The newsonomics of zero 

and The New York Times"). 

  

-0- 

   

  

Confidential memos released in fired Courier-Journal's exec's age 
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discrimination trial 

  

"I am surprised Gannett let this case go to trial," writes Louisville Business First 

managing editor Cary Stemle. 

  

One reason is the confidential Louisville Courier-Journal documents that are 

coming out of the courtroom - released by the lawyer for Mike Huot, who sued 

the paper and Gannett after being dismissed from his $325,000 a year 

circulation veep job. A memo from former Courier-Journal human resources 

boss Randi Austin to publisher Margaret Buchanan discloses salaries and 

management's thinking about a round of layoffs in 2011. 

  

-0- 

  

Newspaper industry lost another 1,300 full-time editorial professionals in 

2013  (Bob Daugherty) 

  

The American Society of News Editors annual newsroom census, released 

today, found a net loss of another 1,300 full-time professionals last year. That 

was better than the 2,600 net job loss in 2012 but brings total newsroom 

employment at newspaper organizations to roughly 36,700, a decline of 3.2 

percent from the 38,000 counted in last year's census. Newsroom employment 

has fallen 33 percent from a pre-recession peak of 55,000 in 2006 and is down 

35 percent from its all-time high of 56,900 in 1989. 

  

-0- 

  

Senior U.S. official calls for release of Washington Post reporter in Iran 

  

A senior Obama administration official on Tuesday called on Iran to release a 

Washington Post journalist and his wife, as well as two other Americans who 

were arrested in Tehran last week without explanation. "There is absolutely no 

reason for this to occur," Wendy Sherman, the undersecretary of state for 

political affairs, said at a hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

  

-0- 
  

Now The New York Times Is Reviewing A Reporter's Possible Plagiarism 

The New York Times is looking into the work of a reporter over similarities 

between a piece published last month and an article on Wikipedia. The 

response comes after MediaBistro's Richard Horgan reported on Monday that 

a July 24 article by Times reporter Carol Vogel strongly resembles a portion of a 

Wikipedia page on Italian Renaissance painter Piero di Cosimo. 

-0- 

  

What Do Advertisers Know About You? 

  

Advertisers know a lot about us. Everything from the products we buy to 
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where we access the Internet leaves a trail of information. Advertisers surmise 

a lot about us based on other people who buy the same things and live in the 

same places. They can also just ask. Using market research company GfK MRI's 

annual survey of 25,000 Americans, we show some unlikely things advertisers 

can guess about us based on our choices. Can you guess who is more likely to 

fit the following descriptions? 

  

  

AP Best of the States   
  

Juliet Linderman joined the AP in Baltimore on April 28 and has been busy 

developing sources and familiarizing herself with the landscape. She started by 

casting a wide net, meeting with potential sources and making herself available 

for story pitches and cold calls.  

  

One of those source calls eventually led Linderman to a scoop that had the 

local media playing catch-up and was used by subscribers around the world -- 

about a massive legal settlement by one of the world's best-known medical 

institutions and involving a "rogue" gynecologist who secretly videotaped 

pelvic examinations of patients.  

  

Here's how it happened: 

  

Linderman was talking to a newly developed source about a related topic that 

involved traumatized victims. Linderman emphasized her background in 

covering asylum-seeking refugees (she's written a book on the subject) and in 

covering criminal justice (she was a federal courts reporter for The Times-

Picayune in New Orleans before joining AP). 

  

The source agreed to meet with her, and it was in that conversation that 

Linderman learned of the upcoming settlement involving the Johns Hopkins 

Medical Institutions and Dr. Nikita Levy, who was fired in 2013 after 25 years 

on the job. Linderman was aware of Levy's case because she had researched it 

ahead of her job interview. So she knew immediately how big the tip was.  

   

She negotiated for a month to keep first word of the settlement exclusive to 

AP, convincing the source that only AP had the reach to do a balanced story for 

a global audience about a hospital that draws patients from around the world. 

She called her source three times a day during the month to ensure that AP's 

exclusivity remained intact. 

  

Linderman also used the time to make her story as detailed as possible, so that 

even when others got word of the settlement, AP would remain far ahead. She 

built other sources, gathered background, found former Levy patients and 

arranged for photos _ all while protecting her exclusive from leaks. She had 

nuanced conversations with law enforcement and even took a three-hour tour 
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of the state medical examiner's office as part of getting information she 

needed without tipping her hand.  

  

Finding victims involved talking to about 50 people, again without disclosing 

the still-confidential information that a settlement was near. Some women 

declined to talk about their experiences. Two people thought she was calling to 

sell them a Baltimore Sun subscription and told her they weren't interested. 

  

As the embargo date floated from day to day and week to week, Linderman 

pushed her main source to give up even more information, including the 

preliminary agreement and the settlement amount of $190 million. She kept 

writing her drafts and working with editors, producing a fully edited story that 

was ready to move at any time. 

  

When it finally hit the wire on July 21, her story was a bombshell in the 

medical, legal and insurance worlds, as well as in Maryland, where Hopkins is 

the state's largest employer. While other national media rushed to cover the 

story, none could match AP's depth. In particular, Linderman was alone for 

more than a day with victims' reactions. 

  

It played well online for days, prompting a follow-up story on what former 

patients would need to do to get a share of the settlement: tell the court how 

they had suffered. 

  

For her ace source development, her persistence and for breaking a story that 

resonated in Maryland and around the world, Linderman wins this week's $300 

Best of the States prize. 

  

Brian Carovillano 

  

(Shared by Valerie Komor) 
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