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Colleagues, 

  

Good morning - as we close out another month together! 

  

Before presenting today's stories of interest, a request: 

  

Drop a note to Walt Tabak 
  

Former AP Indianapolis chief of communications Walt Tabak will turn 90 years 

young next Tuesday, Aug. 4. 

  

  

He retired in 1986 after a 25-year career and two years ago, 

was honored by the Indiana Journalism Hall of Fame with its 

first Distinguished Service Award. Walt is a World War II 

veteran and an all-around great guy whom I had the privilege 

of working with - as did many of you on Connecting. 

  

If you knew Walt, take a few minutes to send along 

congratulations and a note to Walt by way of email or postal 

mail. Either should go through his daughter, Barb. 
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Her email is iufroglady@aol.com and her postal address is: Barb Burris, 5401 Mark 

Ln., Indianapolis, IN 46226 

  

He's had some difficult health issues of late - and you would really lift his day by 

doing this. 

  

Paul 

   

  

Jay Carney on Letterman 

  

Mike Allen's Politico Playbook today reports: 

  

CLICK DU JOUR - JAY CARNEY on DAVID LETTERMAN last night -- Mediaite's Matt 

Wilstein: "Letterman listed off the things Carney would say to avoid giving answers 

... 'No comment,' 'I don't have the answer,' and 'I would refer you to someone else.' 

'The smartest answer you can give if you don't know the answer is, 'I don't know,"' 

Carney told Letterman. 'Because the biggest mistake you can make as a press 

secretary is assume you know the answer when you don't actually know.' ... Finally, 

Letterman read off his favorite of Carney's many lines from his tenure: 'See 

yesterday's non-response.'" Video http://bit.ly/1pHUKe3 

   

--CARNEY to LETTERMAN: "It's very interesting to see the difference between the 

briefing in the White House, fully televised, carried online, tweeted about as it 

happens -- and the off-camera and on-the-record briefings I would do on Air Force 

One ... The difference is like night and day, in terms of the tenor ... [and] the kind of 

posing and histrionics and faux indignation that you get sometimes. ... When you're 

on TV, you tend to play for the cameras." 

  

  

APME survey finds editors concerned about online 

comments 

  
Associated Press Media Editors recently conducted a survey of newspaper and 

online editors to ask them how they manage public comments on newspaper 

websites. I am an APME board member and in that role I wrote a story summarizing 

the survey results for APME. The article follows. 

  

By Gary Graham 

The Spokesman-Review 

Spokane, Washington 

  

Newspaper managers and editors strongly support online comments about their 

daily content and most are unlikely to ban comments, but that doesn't mean they 
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are satisfied with the quality and tone of comments. 

An APME Sounding Board survey of newspaper editors, publishers 

and online editors in April drew 101 responses and 94 percent of 

the group reported that they consistently allow comments. Many of 

the respondents said they believe allowing comments is important 

to encourage community discussions in a public forum. 

  

Editors were critical of the general nature of comments because, in 

their view, comments are too often negative, off the topic, 

uninformed and lacking civility. Several editors said a small number of individuals 

tend to dominate the online conversation. 

  

Asked how likely is it that their organizations will ban online commenting, 71 

percent said it is unlikely and another 11 percent said they never would. Nine 

percent said it is very likely they will ban all comments and another 8 percent said 

such a step is likely. While the majority of editors who responded said they are not 

inclined to eliminate all comments on their sites, many attempt to ban readers who 

consistently abuse the website's policies on commenting or ignore the standards 

altogether. One editor said the comments don't reflect poorly on the website and 

that editors should spend less time worrying about the nature of the comments. 

  

Fifty-five percent of those responding said they place a moderate amount of value 

on commenting and another 14 percent said they placed a great deal of value on it. 

Editors said the comments are beneficial because they encourage an exchange of 

ideas and that readers often have suggestions for follow-up stories or point out 

inaccuracies. 

  

The editors surveyed seemed relatively split on the issue of allowing anonymous 

comments. Fifty-four percent do not allow anonymous postings, but 46 percent do. 

Only 38 percent of the news organizations require commenters to identify 

themselves by first and last name. Several editors noted they restrict commenting 

to online or print subscribers. 

  

More than half, 56 percent, use a comment-hosting service. Of those services, 

Facebook appeared to be the most popular with 61 percent of the editors using it, 

followed by Disqus with 21 percent. Only 12 percent of the editors report the 

comments are monitored by staff 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Twenty-seven 

percent monitor comments 13 to 16 hours a day, while 15 percent monitor only 

two to four hours daily. 

  

Editors who only allow commenting through Facebook said the Facebook emphasis 

on using a first and/or last name has resulted in a slight improvement in the level of 

community conversation, but others noted many commenters don't seem 

concerned about the lack of anonymity. 

  

Several editors who responded said that in a time of diminishing newsroom 

resources they are concerned about the amount of staff time required to moderate 
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the comments. One editor requires that all comments be reviewed and cleared by 

an editor before they are posted on the newspaper's website. 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

A remarkable NY Times story by former AP newswoman 

  

Carl Leubsdorf - You may have noticed a remarkable story in today's New York 

Times about the way European countries have been paying ransom to al-Qaeda to 

facilitate the rescue of their kidnapped nationals, only to inspire more such 

kidnappings since AQ knew a good source of revenue when it saw it.  

  

The story is but the latest remarkable piece of work by Rukmini Callimachi, who 

was a Pulitzer Prize finalist last year for her work with the AP in Africa before going 

to work for The Times. Interestingly, she notes in the story that she acquired much 

of the material that made this story possible while still with AP. I still remember 

when Rukmini turned up about 10 years ago in The Dallas Morning News 

Washington bureau when I was still the bureau chief, with some excellently written 

pieces from an internship with Time, an excellent academic record, a poetry writing 

prize but nothing in the way of traditional journalistic clips.  

  

She subsequently went to work with AP, had the good fortune to be in New 

Orleans at the time of Katrina for which she won some awards and then went to 

Africa, where she was twice nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. In case anyone 

wonders about her unusual name, she was born in Rumania but left with her family 

during the Communist regime. 

  

Here is the story: 

  

Paying Ransoms, Europe Bankrolls Qaeda Terror 

  

BAMAKO, Mali - The cash filled three 

suitcases: 5 million euros. 

  

The German official charged with 

delivering this cargo arrived here aboard a 

nearly empty military plane and was 

whisked away to a secret meeting with the 

president of Mali, who had offered Europe 

a face-saving solution to a vexing problem. 

  

Officially, Germany had budgeted the money as humanitarian aid for the poor, 

landlocked nation of Mali. 

  

In truth, all sides understood that the cash was bound for an obscure group of 
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Islamic extremists who were holding 32 European hostages, according to six senior 

diplomats directly involved in the exchange. 

  

Click here to continue reading. 

  

-0- 

  

More Havana memories 

  

Henry Bradsher - George Arfield writes that "During the turbulent months 

preceding and following the Castro takeover, the Havana bureau had been led by 

COB Harold ("Heinie") K. Milks. Supporting him were Bob Berrellez and Richard 

Valeriani." 

  

The "after" seems right, but I believe the "preceding" is not. My recollection is that 

AP had only Larry Allen as a correspondent in Havana before Castro's Jan. 1, 1959, 

victory. Allen, a 1941 Pulitzer Prize winner for war coverage from the 

Mediterranean who was later injured covering riots in Singapore, was noted for his 

reporting and also for his patronage of Havana's gambling dens. 

  

When I came in about 11:15 p.m. on New Year's Eve 1958 to run the overnight 

foreign desk, I found that the evening editor had put out a few hours earlier a story 

from Allen leading with Batista's broadcast claim to have scored a great military 

victory over Castro's forces then advancing on Havana. This new lead buried any 

mention of earlier stories reporting Castro's successes and government 

weaknesses. I expressed surprise to the departing editor at such an unbalanced 

lead, but he dismissed it as being what Allen had reported. 

  

So I instructed one of the two reporters working with me to rewrite the story for 

the New Year's afternoon papers with a balanced lead: Batista claimed a great 

victory but Castro was reported making gains. This went out on the wires around 3 

a.m. 

  

Sometime around 3:15 or 3:30, we began to get calls that others were reporting 

that Batista had fled Cuba. Then Allen phoned - Batista out, Castro moving 

victoriously on Havana. We began grinding out completely new stories for early 

newscasts and newspapers. 

  

There was hell to pay. The Chicago Tribune had bannered the Batista claim, so 

readers woke up to that version while hearing broadcasts of the opposite. That 

paper demanded an AP investigation. I left a couple of weeks later for the New 

Delhi bureau, but I heard indirectly that Allen was fired and the New Year's Eve 

foreign desk boss - a WWII AP foreign correspondent - was reprimanded. 

  

So far as I know, Milks, Berrellez, and Valeriani were sent in after Castro's victory, 

when Cuba was a major story demanding coverage by more than just one 



6

correspondent. Unable to get one of its own staffers in, NBC later hired Valeriani 

away from AP to cover Cuba. 

  

(Footnote: The New York Times correspondent in Havana at this time - she covered 

Cuba for them from 1937 to 1961 - was Ruby Hart Phillips. In those years, women 

foreign correspondents were unusual, and The Times hid her gender with the 

byline R. Hart Phillips. I've not tried to count, but now days it seems as if at least 

half The Times's foreign correspondents are women, and The AP certainly has a lot 

of excellent ones.)  

  

-0- 

  

A loan to Jules was money well spent 

  

Tim Harper - Many of us who loaned money to or bought drinks for Jules Loh -- and 

we were legion -- thought it was time and money well spent. He was so generous 

with young reporters, taking us along on interviews, talking about ideas and 

reporting and story structure and writing, and critiquing our stories. 

  

Jules' battles with the bosses over his expense accounts are legendary, particularly 

when was doing his column "Elsewhere in America."  

  

After one trip -- I think it was in the 1970s -- Jules was called upstairs to explain his 

expense account. He had yet again exceeded the AP's per diem. "How," he was 

asked, "can you spend $25 a day on food?" Jules thought about it a bit and 

responded, "Skip breakfast?" 

  

  

A "wow" photo of the Milky Way 
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Connecting spotted on Facebook this photo by Wichita Eagle photojournalist Travis 

Heying of the Milky Way galaxy on a moonless night from a cattle pasture in the 

Nebraska Sandhills last week. With the camera mounted on a tripod, the photo is a 

20-second exposure set at ISO 5000 using a 24mm lens set at f3.2. the extended 

exposure time makes the Milky Way even more visible than it is to the naked eye,. 

It was published in Sunday's Eagle. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

In 1858, People Said the Telegraph Was 'Too Fast for the Truth' 

  

  

Perusing The New York Times 

archives a few days ago, I stumbled 

upon a delightful news nugget from 

1858 about the "benefits and evils" 

of the transatlantic telegraph-

delightful, because it reads like it 

could have been written today by a 

print nostalgist about the benefits 

and evils of the Internet.  

  

Just try replacing "telegraphic intelligence" with "Twitter" or "online news," and 

you'll see what I mean: 

  

"Superficial, sudden, unsifted, too fast for the truth, must be all telegraphic 
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intelligence. Does it not render the popular mind too fast for the truth? Ten days 

bring us the mails from Europe. What need is there for the scraps of news in ten 

minutes? How trivial and paltry is the telegraphic column?" 

  

-0- 

  

Journal, Scripps deal announced  (Scott Charton, Carol Riha) 

  

Two storied media firms, Journal Communications Inc. of Milwaukee and E.W. 

Scripps Co. of Cincinnati, announced Wednesday evening an agreement to merge 

their broadcast operations while spinning off their newspapers into a separate 

company. 

  

Under the deal, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel will serve as the flagship of a new 

public company, Journal Media Group, which will be headquartered in Milwaukee. 

  

Meanwhile, Journal Communications' broadcast assets, including WTMJ radio and 

television, will be folded into Scripps, with the headquarters in Cincinnati. The E.W. 

Scripps Co. name will be retained and the firm will remain controlled by the Scripps 

family. 

  

-0- 

  

Leonard Pitts Jr.: Selfies in Auschwitz - and why it's wrong 

  

In a place haunted by ghosts, on a thoroughfare of the damned, standing upon 

ground once watered by blood, Breanna Mitchell lifted a camera to take her own 

picture. She smiled a sunshine smile. 

  

And the Internet exploded. 

  

The image the Alabama teenager captured of herself at Auschwitz, an earbud in 

one ear, has gone viral in the month since she posted it on Twitter. 

  

She's been harshly criticized. She's been called vile names. And yes, she's endured 

that act of lazy person's terrorism, the Internet death threat. 

  

-0- 

  

Jay Maeder, 67, Newspaperman Who Wrote 'Annie' Comic 

Strip, Dies 

  

  

Jay Maeder, a columnist and editor for The Daily News and The 

Miami Herald and the last writer of the comic strip "Annie," died 

on Tuesday at his sister's home in Houston. He was 67. 

The cause was cancer, his companion, Amanda Hass, said. He 
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lived in Greenwood Lake, N.Y. Mr. Maeder wrote the "People" column for The 

Herald in the 1970s and '80s and the "Newsreel" and "Lounge Lizard" columns for 

The News in the 1980s and '90s. 

  

-0- 

  

Two Palestinian journalists killed during Israeli attack on Gaza  (Bill Beecham) 

  

  

Two Palestinian journalists were killed in Gaza 

yesterday, taking the journalistic toll to eight 

since the Israeli bombardment began a month 

ago. 

  

According to an affiliate of the International 

Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the Palestinian Journalists' Syndicate (PJS), the two 

journalists were killed in the artillery shelling of Shojayah market. A third journalist 

was seriously injured.  

  

The two who died were Sameh Al-Aryan, 26, of Al-Aqsa TV, (left, in photo) and 

photojournalist Rami Rayan, 25, who worked for the Palestinian Media Network. 

Photojournalist Hamed Shobaky, of Manara Media, was severely wounded in the 

same incident. 

  

  

-0- 

  

Times Issues Editors' Note in Response to Plagiarism Charge 

  

In an editors' note responding to allegations of plagiarism, The New York Times said 

on Wednesday that a reporter in the culture department had improperly used a 

section from a Wikipedia page without the correct attribution. The reporter, Carol 

Vogel, was accused by the media website FishbowlNY this week of copying a 

paragraph for the lead of an article on the Italian renaissance painter Piero di 

Cosimo. Both paragraphs contained the same distinctive details - on the painter's 

fear of thunderstorms, love of boiled eggs and other eccentric habits - in the same 

order. "Vogel's lede is far too close to Wikipedia for unattributed comfort," the 

website wrote. 

  

-0- 

  

College Magazine's Top 10 journalism schools (Mark Mittelstadt) 

  

Jim Romensko reports: 

  

I saw College Magazine's "Top 10 Journalism Schools 2014" feature being shared on 

social media this morning and wondered if it was just one staffer's list based on 
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reputation, or maybe what his friends are telling him. How the list was put together 

wasn't explained. 

I asked publisher Amanda Nachman about the rankings and she assured me that 

they are "in fact rooted in qualitative and quantitative research including student 

interviews." 

  

Ross Tetzloff, our student editor, began his research by casting a wide net, as a part 

of our process. Together, we review the research before the ranking is written. He 

initially looked at j-schools with cutting-edge classes, notable faculty and unique 

hands-on experiences. 

  

He also took note of universities who had recently won Hearst Awards and 

Pacemakers in 2014. Scholarship opportunities and note-worthy initiatives were 

considered as well. From there Ross narrowed his list down to 20 top contenders, 

further exploring each school's program's specialization areas, course catalogs, 

career resources, alumni connections, faculty expertise and school-specific 

journalism initiatives.  

  

After narrowing the list to 10 final schools, he interviewed students to bring out 

each school's unique color. The final order of the top 10 university journalism 

programs is based on a scoring focused on prestigious faculty, faculty to student 

ratios, award-winning publications, alumni networks and innovative course 

offerings. 

  

The schools: 

  

1. University of Missouri-Columbia - Missouri School of Journalism 

2. Penn State University - College of Communications Department of Journalism 

3. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill - School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication 

4. Western Kentucky University - School of Journalism and Broadcasting 

5. Northwestern University - Medill School of Journalism 

6. Indiana University Bloomington - School of Journalism 

7. Syracuse University - S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications 

8. University of Georgia - Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication 

9. University of Maryland, College Park - Philip Merrill College of Journalism 

10. Arizona State University - Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass 

Communications 

  

-0- 

  

Plagiarists' real crime? Ripping off readers. 
  

The plagiarists are back in the news, taking public beatings for allegedly having filed 

refried copy at BuzzFeed, the New York Times, and the United States Army War 

College, where Senator John Walsh, (D-Mont.), has just been busted for lifting 

portions of his 2007 master's degree paper. 
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Of course, plagiarists - like shoplifters - are always with us, pinching small and large 

chunks of stuff that doesn't belong to them. So I don't think this week's news 

necessarily means that a new plague of plagiarism has descended upon us, only 

that the law of averages decided to harvest three perpetrators at roughly the same 

time. 

  

-0- 

  

ASNE: Two-thirds of U.S. newspapers employ women in top editing jobs 

Nearly two-thirds (63%) of U.S. newspapers had at least one woman in their top three 

editing positions in 2013, according to the new annual census from the American Society of 

News Editors (ASNE), using 2013 data. Nearly half the papers responding (49%) said that 

one of those top editors was a woman, 12% employed two women in those top slots and 

2% reported that all three top editors were women. 

  

-0- 

Good Gracia Almighty; It's What the Gannett CEO Didn't Say That Matters 

U.S. daily publishers stiffened their stomachs, knowing that print ad revenues 

would continue in 2014, after three years of more or less 8% annual declines. The 

first quarter was decent, a little better than expected, but 2Q is turning out to be 

ugly. McClatchy reported a 9.6% print ad decrease in 2Q last week, and the New 

York Times followed its unexpected 1Q 4% increase with a 6.6% decrease ("A 

Stormy Set of Revenue Numbers for The New York Times"). 

  

-0- 

  

When the Weight of the News Becomes Too Heavy For Those Covering It  

  

I heard about last week's Malaysian Airlines disaster while driving. A reporter was 

first on scene, before any trained help arrived. He gave his report while standing in 

a pool of blood, body parts scattered around him, destruction everywhere. A rebel 

soldier interrupted the newscast, and the reporter talked with him in what I 

assume to be the Russian Language before continuing on with the story. 

  

And finally... 

  

It's a slow news day, so Connecting's editor thought he would share an iPhone 

photo he's particularly proud of - from the Justin Timberlake concert in Kansas City 

last night. It shows JT and crew on an elevated stage that moved across the Sprint 

Arena floor, 30 feet above the thousands who gathered to see the singer perform. 
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