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Colleagues, 

  

Good morning on this Labor Day, the first day of September 2014. 

  

Here are stories of interest, leading off with news of the death of Bruce 

Hodgman, a retired AP Broadcast and General Desk newsman with 39 years of 

service, after a long bout with cancer. 

  

"Ever the journalist, my Bruce was," his wife Marion told Connecting, he wrote 

his own preparedness obituary this past May "just in case." The obituary below 

is based on what Bruce wrote, and ironically appears in this same issue of 

Connecting that features, further down, an intriguing story about The New York 

Times and its procedures for preparedness obituaries - "Obituaries for the Pre-

Dead," as the Times' headline reads. 

  

The accompanying photo of Bruce and Marion was taken at the AP 25-Year-

Club retirees' dinner in June. "He looked so well and felt pretty good," Marion 

told AP Corporate Archives director Valerie Komor. "We had such a nice time 

and it was one of our last good weeks as it all seemed to go south, immediately, 

in the following two months until now." 

 

 Please keep him and his family in your thoughts and prayers. And if you have a 
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story or photo to share about Bruce, please send it along to Connecting. 

  

Paul 

  

  

  

Retired AP journalist Bruce Hodgman dies at 

76 

  

  

Bruce Edward Hodgman, a correspondent, editor and supervisor for The 

Associated Press for 39 years, died Friday, August 29, 2014, at the age of 76. 

  

His wife Marion said he died at the 

NYU Langone Medical Center in 

Manhattan, New York, after a 

courageous 18-month battle with 

cancer. 

  

"Bruce was such a loving and caring 

man, good friend, dad and best 

buddy of mine," she said. "He 

fought very hard and suffered for 1 

1/2 yrs to live, but he couldn't win. 

He had had enough.....God's got 

him now." 

  

(Photo of Bruce and Marion at right taken at AP retirees dinner in June.) 

  

 

  

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday at the New Utrecht Reformed 

Church, 8301 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11214.   

  

On Wednesday, the family will greet friends at a viewing at Harmon Funeral 

Home, 571 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York, from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. 

  

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations in his name to a memorial of 

your choice or to the Restoration Fund of the New Utrecht Reformed Church in 

Brooklyn.  

  

Hodgman began his AP career in 1962 in Hartford, Connecticut, as a capitol 

correspondent and radio news writer where he sent by teletype the state news 

that he edited into hourly news summary form.  

  

He transferred to AP headquarters in New York three years later. Over the next 
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36 years, he participated as a newsman in the major transition from sending 

news to AP members by teletype to the AP becoming a major player in the 

digital age. 

  

In the years of America's journeys into space, Hodgman traveled to the 

Houston Space Center to prepare tape recordings for AP radio stations around 

the nation that phoned in to receive the latest updates on the Apollo 15 space 

flight, including his commentary and voice reports of the astronauts as heard in 

Houston. He also narrated a demo disc AP provided for radio stations around 

the country when AP was developing a full-fledged radio network. 

  

As a news staffer in the AP Broadcast department before transferring to the 

General Desk in 1982, Hodgman directed a team of news writers as they 

covered major national stories. Later, he supervised the nationwide PMs report 

for newspapers. 

  

Hodgman retired from the AP in 2001. 

  

"When I was managing editor, the overnight news report was the last thing I 

had to worry about, said retired AP managing editor Darrell Christian. "With 

Bruce in charge, the wire was in good hands. But I'll always remember Bruce for 

more than his steady news sense and unswerving dedication. I'll always 

remember Bruce as one of the most decent people I ever knew. He always had 

a kind word and a helping hand, qualities that stood out in a business 

populated by characters and driven by egos.  

  

"The AP is a poorer place without him." 

  

Charles Monzella, one of Hodgman's colleagues in the Broadcast Department 

in New York, recalled that "both of us had previous experience in 'writing for 

the ear.' Bruce had a knack for putting complicated stories into everyday 

language that made them easy to understand. He was a talented newsman and 

a dedicated AP staffer. We developed a friendship that lasted over all these 

years." 

  

In the 1970s, on a freelance basis, Hodgman assisted the director of 

development at the New York Botanical Garden in the Bronx, New York, by 

writing and editing an annual report and taking pictures in the  garden for 

publication. Later in those years he initiated and taught a course in broadcast 

journalism at the University of Bridgeport in Connecticut. 

  

The son of Ann and Nicholas G. Hodgman, he was born Jan. 3, 1938, in 

Worcester, Massachusetts, and grew up in the nearby town of Millbury. 

  

Hodgman graduated from the University of Maine in Orono in 1959. He joined 

the AP after years in radio, print journalism and public relations in Maine and 

Massachusetts. 
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While with the AP, he studied part-time at the New Brunswick Theological 

Seminary in New Jersey. Before and during his AP retirement years, he had an 

active ministry, especially for the elderly, and preached in New Jersey, 

Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island. He also assisted pastors and congregations 

with their ministries, and with writing and public relations. 

  

In the years just before and during their retirement, Marion and Bruce traveled 

to many parts of the world, 30 countries in all, several of them more than once.  

  

He is survived by Marion; their two sons, Todd Duncan Hodgman of Hamilton, 

New Jersey, and Gregory Bruce Hodgman of Brooklyn, New York; a daughter, 

Hiliary Meagan Hodgman Gutsick of Milford, Holland Township, New Jersey, 

and four grandchildren. 

  

-0- 

  

If you would like to drop a note to Marion Hodgman, her email 

is mhodg@yahoo.com and her postal address:   

  

Marion Hodgman 

59 Jackson St. 

Staten Island NY 10304 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  
AP angle to CNN reporter videoing her layoff 

  

Dave Lubeski - The story "CNN Reporter Posts Video of Her Layoff" (in 

Saturday's Connecting) has an AP angle. Lisa Desjardin was still Lisa Goddard 

when she worked for us at AP Radio. She left the AP for the CNN job. 

  

Not mentioned in the article is that Lisa, who was an on-air reporter at CNN, a 

Cap Hill correspondent, did that video tongue-in-cheek. Her filling her bag with 

office supplies and even taking the first aid kid off the wall during her report 

was part of the gag. On her last shift with the AP she hung a disco ball in the 

newsroom as part of her attempt to create a farewell party atmosphere. 

  

-0- 

  

Good dining company at Little Saigon 

  

AP Corporate Archive director met up with some former and present-day AP 

colleagues during a West Coast visit, and shares this photo from lunch at Little 

Saigon in Westminster, California, on Saturday. 
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It shows, from left: Nina Arnett, Peter Arnett, Valerie Komor, Linda Deutsch, 

Phuoc Van Dang and Nick Ut. 

 

  

 
  

  

  

If I ever hear sound of M-15, it will be too soon 

  

Lew Ferguson - That (John) Kuglin recounting of the trials and tribulations with 

the equipment in an outlier bureau sure hit home for me. Now, Topeka isn't 

isolated from civilization as is Cheyenne but that doesn't mean we didn't 

experience a lot of the same equipment problems as he did. (Although I don't 

remember ever having any pink "sissy" paper for our printers.) 

  

If I never again hear the sound of the M-15, it will be too soon. We had four 

machines in the bureau just off the Capital-Journal newsroom and two in our 

space in the statehouse -- a total of six.  

  

Often when we had a breakdown in one of them, which was frequently, either 

the techs in Kansas City or the one in Wichita were busy on the road fixing 

members' equipment, and we were put on a back burner for a day or two in 

the '70s. 

  

I learned some tricks in how to fix minor problems like paper jams, loose type 

baskets and malfunctioning printer blocks where the tape fed as you punched 

out copy -- just enough to get my hands thoroughly inked but not enough to 
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lose a finger or two. 

  

Fortunately, in those early years, Jim Petterson, an old teletype mechanic and 

briefly AP correspondent in Topeka, was available to fix some of the more 

serious problems. Jim, who was Capital-Journal city editor in those days after 

covering the Statehouse for the Wichita papers for some of his career, was very 

good sharing his time getting those old clunkers running right again. 

  

Jim died many years ago, but his son, John, who for years was Statehouse 

reporter for the Wichita papers and later the Kansas City Star, is still doing well 

in retirement. I had a nice visit with John last March at the memorial service for 

Bob Harder, the longtime SRS secretary who died of a brain tumor. 

  

-0- 

  

Recording the sound of the Teletype 

  

Ken Fields - I was working as a technician in St. Louis in the mid-eighties when 

the AP began replacing the Teletype with dot-matrix printers. We usually left 

the Teletype in place for a few weeks as the member staff became familiar with 

the new printer.  This allowed them to restart the Teletype in case of problems 

with the dot-matrix. 

  

On my way out of town one day, I tuned into a local station that had recently 

been upgraded to dot-matrix.  As they began their news segment, I was 

surprised to hear the sound of the Teletype in the background.  Wondering if 

they had had problems and reverted back to the Teletype, I stopped and called 

the News Director.  He explained that they were working fine with the dot-

matrix, but that it just didn't sound like 'the news' so they recorded enough 

Teletype clatter to provide an intro and background sound for their news 

segment. 

  

-0- 

  

Sending news by Teletype in Saigon 

  

Neal Ulevich - Regarding the late, and not lamented, technology of my early 

career... 

  

Saigon sent copy (and received messages and the news wire) on Model 15 

teletypes at 50 baud, or about 50 words per minute.  Since this is difficult to 

imagine for those living on Planet Young, kindly see this part of my website: 

  

http://www.watermargin.com/vietmain/speed/speed.html 

  

Fifty baud seemed pretty fast when the war dragged on and NY ordered the 

connection cut to quarter speed - less than 15 words a minute - to save a few 
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dollars.  When things heated up the speed was returned to 50 baud. 

  

The web page also shows the equipment - archaic even then - Saigon used to 

send newsphotos by radio to Tokyo for onward relay to NY. Clicking on the 

image of the transmitter provides a few seconds of the sound of an outgoing 

picture.  During my tenure a Vietnamese employee named Hung had the sole - 

and important - job of running the AP photo transmitter, which was stationed 

permanently at PTT. No one else had a serious clue as to how to use the 

complicated setup of transmitter, FM converter and amplifier.  UPI was by that 

time using a picture transmitter with a simple setup ans single button to send 

an image.  AP did not design and build a similar machine until much later. 

  

-0- 

  

Favorite teletype story - in a bar 

  

John Kuglin -  My best Teletype story came from the late Helena COC Bill Pratt 

when I was COB in Helena.  

  

A small FM station in Miles City, Mont., went dark, and Bill left on the 750-mile 

roundtrip to retrieve our equipment. When Bill got to the station, located 

above a bar, the doors were locked. He went downstairs to the tavern, and 

there was the Teletype, on top of the bar, loaded with paper. When Bill 

explained who he was, the bar's owner was irate. He explained that the owner 

of the station told him he was leaving town to avoid his creditors and didn't 

have any money to pay his large bar bill. So he gave the bar owner the Teletype 

and told him that if he plugged in it would start printing news and attract 

customers.  

  

``The damn thing never worked,'' the bar owner complained. Bill, always the 

diplomat, bought a round for the customers and retrieved the machine. I 

assume he expensed his bar bill. 

  

  

AP Images features Wong Maye-EWong Maye-E 
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Photographer Wong Maye-EWong Maye-E joined AP as a staff photographer in 

2003. He took the photo above of a Malaysian diver during the Southeast Asian 

Games. 

 

  

Based in Singapore, Maye-E's work is centered around Sports reportage, 

entertainment, politics, and regional news stories. Maye-E has covered 

headlining events such as the 2014 World Cup, Thailand political protests, and 

the devastation of the Philippines Typhoon. Her intelligent composure and eye 

for timing captures the world at large with a fresh perspective.  

  

Click here for more of her photos. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

Obituaries for the Pre-Dead 

  

By Margalit Fox 

The New York Times 

 

 If you can read this, then you are 

almost certainly pre-dead. 

  

For my colleagues and me, the world 

cleaves, portmanteau-style, into two 

neat compartments: the dead and 

the pre-dead. In the singular view of 
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human existence that we obituary writers come to hold, it is the only truly 

meaningful taxonomy. 

  

The operative difference between the two compartments is this: While we 

obituary writers memorialize the dead every day on deadline, we 

commemorate the pre-dead before - often long before - the need actually 

arises. 

  

For me and most of The Times's other staff obituary writers - Douglas Martin, 

Bruce Weber, Paul Vitello and William Yardley - a majority of our time is spent 

writing breaking news obituaries, known as "dailies." But it is the "advances," 

written in hurried, stolen moments between our daily deadlines, that keep us 

up at night. 

  

Any advance can become a daily without warning, and we must be ever 

vigilant. (The most vigilant among us is undoubtedly Robert McFadden, our 

Pulitzer Prize-winning obit-writing colleague at the paper, whose job is devoted 

entirely to advances and who, as of this writing, has 235 of them on file.) 
 

-0-   

  

How virtual reality could put us into news stories  (Paul Shane) 

  

News events across from distant countries can feel so far away, it is difficult to 

grasp their importance. But that may change as journalists create reports with 

virtual reality, so that viewers feel as if they are witnesses to the unfolding 

action. 

  

Nonny de la Pena, senior research fellow at the University of Southern 

California's Annenberg School of Journalism, does this by mixing traditional 

journalism with immersive gaming technology. Her team might record sound 

clips on the ground before combining them with visual reconstructions of the 

scene. 

  

The viewer would then wear virtual reality goggles that track their position in 

the room and translate their movements into the scene in front of their eyes. In 

a documentary about Syria, for instance, de la Pena placed viewers in a street 

as a bomb exploded so that they could witness the terror unfolding - before 

then taking them for a walk around a refugee site. 

  

So far she says the users' experiences have been extraordinary, with many 

reacting very emotionally to the stories. 

  

-0- 

  

Pakistani journalists shot dead in attack on news agency office 

  

Three staff working in a Pakistani news agency were shot dead when two 
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gunmen burst into their office in Quetta, south-west Pakistan. 

  

One of the murdered trio was Irshad Mastoi (aka Arshad Mustoi), 34, secretary 

general of Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ). The others were trainee 

reporter Abdul Rasul and the agency's accountant, Mohammed Younus. All 

were reported by police to have died on the spot. 

  

Mastoi, of the Online news network, wrote for local and national newspapers. 

Rasul, who was in his early 20s, was a student in his final year studying 

journalism Department at Balochistan university.  

  

Mastoi had previously criticised the lack of security for journalists in 

Balochistan and that no perpetrator of any journalistic murder had been 

arrested. 

  

-0- 

  

Why We're in a Golden Age of Global Investigative Journalism 

  

In our world, the news about the news is often grim.  

  

Newspapers are shrinking, folding up, or being cut loose by their parent 

companies. Layoffs are up and staffs are down. That investigative reporter who 

covered the state capitol-she's not there anymore. Newspapers like the Los 

Angeles Times, the Washington Post, and the Chicago Tribune have suffered 

from multiple rounds of layoffs over the years. You know the story and it would 

be easy enough to imagine that it was the world's story as well. But despite a 

long run of journalistic tough times, the loss of advertising dollars, and the 

challenge of the Internet, there's been a blossoming of investigative journalism 

across the globe from Honduras to Myanmar, New Zealand to Indonesia. 

  

-0- 

  

Opinion: To journalism students starting college: Go old-school  (Bob 

Daugherty) 

  

NEW YORK (MarketWatch) - I fear for the journalists of tomorrow. 

  

In case you doubt my street creed for making such a statement, I have a unique 

perch since I teach at the Stony Brook University School of Journalism. 

  

I don't doubt the ability and ambition of my students. A few of them remind me 

of me at the same age - and, yes, I did go to Stony Brook as an undergraduate. I 

also take great comfort in the university's highly dedicated faculty. 

  

We care about students more than they could imagine. We do our best to 

prepare them how to think and act like journalists when they step into the real 

world. 
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-0- 

  

Family files $5 million defamation suit against Johnson Publishing's 'Ebony' 
  

Georgia FBI agent and his wife filed a defamation lawsuit Wednesday against 

Chicago-based Johnson Publishing Co. and a freelance writer, claiming a series 

of articles that ran in Ebony magazine falsely implicated their sons in the death 

of a high school classmate. 

  

Richard and Karen Bell are seeking at least $5 million in damages from Johnson 

Publishing and author Frederic A. Rosen for linking their sons, despite the use 

of pseudonyms, to the death of Kendrick Johnson, who was found dead inside a 

rolled-up gym mat at his high school in January 2013, according to the suit. 

  

State medical examiners concluded the death of Johnson, then a 17-year-old 

student at Lowndes High School in Valdosta, Ga., was accidental asphyxiation 

after becoming trapped while attempting to retrieve a shoe that fell into the 

large rolled-up mat. 

  

The racially-charged case -- Johnson was African-American and the Bells are 

white -- gained national media attention, including the 10 Rosen-bylined 

stories, which ran in Ebony between August 2013 and April 2014. 

  

-0- 
  

Author, journalist Charles Bowden dies at 69 

  

Charles Bowden, the author and hard-boiled investigative journalist who often 

wrote about the American Southwest, died Saturday in Las Cruces, N.M., where 

he had moved from Tucson. He was 69. 

  

A longtime friend of Bowden's, Pima County Supervisor Ray Carroll, confirmed 

his death Sunday. Carroll said Bowden's partner, Molly Molloy, found him dead 

at about 5 p.m. Saturday in their New Mexico home. 

  

Bowden had been battling a recurring illness and died in his sleep, Carroll said. 

  

-0- 
  

ISIS Displaying a Deft Command of Varied Media 

  

The extremists who have seized large parts of Syria and Iraq have riveted the 

world's attention with their military prowess and unrestrained brutality. But 

Western intelligence services are also worried about their extraordinary 

command of seemingly less lethal weapons: state-of-the-art videos, ground 

images shot from drones and multilingual Twitter messages. 

  



12

ISIS, the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, is using every contemporary mode of 

messaging to recruit fighters, intimidate enemies and promote its claim to have 

established a caliphate, a unified Muslim state run according to a strict 

interpretation of Islamic law. If its bigotry and beheadings seem to come from a 

distant century, its use of media is up to the moment. 

  

-0- 

  

Newspapers are still here and still making money  (Jim Lagier) 

  

By Caroline Little, NAA president & CEO 

  

The sky is always falling and newspapers are always dying. 

  

For more than a decade, that has been a common and constant refrain. While 

working at washingtonpost.com, the Guardian US, and now, the Newspaper 

Association of America, I have been asked frequently about the state of the 

industry as people search for the worst. 

  

Though newspaper media is enjoying the largest audiences ever as well as 

continuing to play a unique and critical role in our communities, there is one 

fact that always tends to be obscured or outright ignored - newspapers are still 

making money and newspapers remain a good investment. 
  

The Last Word 

  

When Did We Get So Old? 

  

By MICHELE WILLENS 

  

JOHNATHAN RODGERS, who is 68, knew that it was time to step down as 

president and chief executive of the cable channel TV One when he looked 

around the conference table. "I had almost always been the youngest through 

most of my career," says the former media executive. "Now I was the oldest, 

and it caused great discomfort." 

  

Robert Krulwich knows the feeling. As co-host of WNYC's popular science series 

"Radiolab," he works with people many years his junior. "I try to be aware that 

whenever I think of myself as a peer, I mentally catch myself," says Mr. 

Krulwich, who is in his 60s. "There is business to be done between us, but 

always from two different places. I used to forget it, but they never do." 

  

Yes, my generation, born between 1946 and 1964, has physical concerns: 

Friends are dying, joints are aching, and memories are failing. There are 

financial issues, with forced retirement and unemployment, children needing 

money and possibly a bed, and dependent parents. But for many of us, it is a 

psychological quandary that is causing the most unpleasantness: looking 
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around and suddenly being the oldest. 
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