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 Colleagues, 

  

Good Wednesday morning. 
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Here are stories of interest, leading with sad news of the beheading of U.S. 

journalist Steven Sotloff. 

 

 He and his family are in our thoughts and our prayers. 

  

Paul 

  
  

ISIS Says It Killed Sotloff After U.S. Strikes in 

Northern Iraq 

  
WASHINGTON - An Islamic militant group released a video on Tuesday 

showing the second beheading of an American hostage in two weeks and 

blamed President Obama for the killing. The video raised the pressure on the 

president to order military strikes on the group in its sanctuary in Syria. 

  

The hostage, Steven J. Sotloff, is shown in the video kneeling like the 

previous victim, James Foley, while a masked figure stands above, wielding a 

knife. Mr. Sotloff addresses the camera and describes himself as "paying the 

price" for Mr. Obama's decision to strike the group, the Islamic State in Iraq 

and Syria, in northern Iraq. 

  

The apparent murder of Mr. Sotloff, 31, came despite televised pleas from 

his mother to the leader of ISIS seeking mercy for her son, a freelance 

journalist who was captured in northern Syria a year ago. Although the 

administration said it had not yet authenticated the video, members of Mr. 

Sotloff's family issued a statement saying they believed he had been killed. 

  

Click here to read more. 

  

-0-  

  

Obama says beheading videos won't intimidate US 

  

TALLINN, Estonia (AP) - President Barack Obama said Wednesday that the 

United States will not be intimidated by Islamic State militants after the 

beheading of a second American journalist and will build a coalition to 

"degrade and destroy" the group. 

  

Obama still did not give a timeline for deciding on a strategy to go after the 

extremist group's operations in Syria. "It's going to take time for us to be able 

to roll them back," the president said at a news conference during a visit to 

Europe. 

  

The president's comments came after he said the United States had verified 

the authenticity of a video released Tuesday showing the beheading of 
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freelance reporter Steven Sotloff, two weeks after journalist James Foley was 

similarly killed. 

  

Obama vowed the U.S. would not forget the "terrible crime against these 

two fine young men." 

  

Click here to read more. 
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Beheading videos: Would you watch? 

  

WASHINGTON (CNN/WJLA) -- When confronted by gruesome images of a 

man being beheaded by terrorists, what should you do?  

  

News organizations have grappled with these kinds of questions for decades. 

Now, with the prevalence of social media, website operators and ordinary 

Internet users face the same question.  

  

When ISIS published videos showing the murders of American journalists 

James Foley and now Steven Sotloff, most Western news outlets shunned 

the goriest portion of the videos but chose to show still photos from the 

minutes before the beheadings.  

  

Some commentators urged news outlets to exercise even more restraint and 

refrain from using the photos at all.  

  

Click here to read more. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  
Memories of Bruce Hodgman and teletypes 

  

Brad Kalbfeld - This covers Bruce 

Hodgman and teletypes, all at once: 

  

Bruce was a true gentleman, a mentor, 

and center of calm in the turbulence of 

the newsroom.  

  

I will never forget his careful, professional 

management of the report the night of 

the New York City blackout in 1977 - the 

last time a punching bank was used to file 

the national broadcast report.  
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For the uninitiated, a punching bank was a teletype terminal that was used to 

type copy directly onto the wire - without benefit  of a screen or other 

monitor. In essence, it was a live keyboard. 

  

The blackout was the only time I ever saw one - I remember it as a huge 

monster of a machine, which took two or three men (including Craig 

Ammerman, the NYC bureau chief at the time, who had removed his tie and 

shirt and whose t-shirt was soaking wet,from the July heat as well as the 

effort) to roll it into the Broadcast newsroom at 50 Rock, under the yellow 

glare of the emergency lighting. To this day I do not know where there was 

an elevator big enough to hold that behemoth. 

  

By '77, it was a curiosity to us newbies; just five years before, when 

computerized filing was still a dream, it was the way the wire was filed. 

  

Bruce bridged those eras, starting in the pre-computer age and working 

through the Internet revolution.  

  

He was an innovator, too, coming up with the idea for AP Stocking Stuffers - 

brief (one or two sentences) items that disk jockeys could use to start a riff 

about the holidays. They were the forerunners of today's "by the numbers" 

and all those lists we see on websites. 

  

Most of all, Bruce was kind and generous, the kind of professional who cared 

for his colleagues as much as he cared for the quality of the journalism we 

together committed. 
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Fond memories of Wick Temple 

  

Peggy Walsh - Thanks for including the wonderful picture of Wick and his 

daughter.   

 

  

"True North" is a wonderful description.  I still have the letter he sent me 

when I left AP to go to The New York Times.  I have so many wonderful 

memories of Wick.  His sense of humor (wicked) and his trust. He always 

gave advice based on what was good for YOU even if it was contrary to what 

AP wanted you to do.   

 

  

One thing he told me sticks in my mind.  We were talking about something I 

had done and he said I should let "the bigwigs" in NY know.  When I said I 

didn't want to sound like I was bragging he said, "If you don't toot your own 

horn, no one else will."  He was one of those people who truly make a mark 
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on your life.  In fact, even though he's gone, he still does.  I think of him 

often. 

 

  

(For the record, Connecting erred in Tuesday's edition in the date of Wick's 

death. He died Feb. 1, 2003.) 

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  

 
  

  

John Strachan - I worked at AP from 1976-93. First at the Broadcast Desk in 

NYC, then in Albany as Broadcast Editor and later as a state capitol reporter. 

In 1982 I moved into sales in Washington, DC, as a Broadcast Executive, later 

moving into cable sales and then corporate sales of AP wires and other 

services. I left in 1993 to take a job in Albany as a writer and editor for New 

York State United Teachers, which represents most of the state's public 

school teachers and state university faculty. I retired in 2011. I do a little free-

lance writing and editing.  

  

  

Stories of interest 

  
'Turner 2020' will reshape CNN 

  

Last week Turner Broadcasting officially embarked on its "Turner 2020" plan, 

offering buyouts to some 600 veteran employees. After those buyouts, the 

company will engage in layoffs across its portfolio of channels, which include 

TBS, CNN, TNT, Cartoon Network, Adult Swim, TruTV and HLN, as well as 

other properties like Turner Sports and Bleacher Report. 

  

The cuts will clear a wide swath across Turner, and no one channel is 
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expected to be spared. As Capital reported last month, Turner C.E.O. John 

Martin wrote in a memo to staff that "A core team of our colleagues has 

looked at the purpose, structure and fit of literally every department in the 

company-more than 700 in all," and that decisions on staffing would be 

based on those analyses. 

  

-0- 

  

A future without 'Graham Grams': On the end of an era at The Washington 

Post 

  

When my wife and I were young parents in the late 1970s and I was working 

as a Metro reporter at The Washington Post covering Prince George's County 

and Maryland politics, we had a favorite saying we would utter whenever we 

bought new shoes and clothes for our two grade school kids: "Thank you, 

Mrs. Graham." 

  

As the years and decades went by, my scrapbooks and boxes of journalistic 

stuff included various little notes written in blue ink on Washington Post 

memo pads. All of us received them, no doubt-every reporter who worked 

there. They were written by Don Graham, who had succeeded his mother as 

publisher. Words of praise and encouragement about a story. It could be a 

big story or a small one, on A1 or buried in the Metro section, or Sports, or 

Business or Style, but Don had read it. He read everything, every day, and if 

he liked it he sent along a note. 

  

-0- 

  

The Anchor as Buddy, Confessional but Chill 

  

As a 12-year-old nightly news addict in Syracuse, David Muir wrote a letter to 

the lead anchor of the local CBS affiliate, Ron Curtis, asking him how to 

become a TV reporter. 

  

The young Mr. Muir checked the mailbox every day until he finally received a 

typewritten response from the anchorman. He can still recite the last three 

lines (without help from a teleprompter): "Competition in television news is 

keen. There is always room for the right person. It could be you." 

  

Turns out, it was. This week, Mr. Muir will complete his rapid rise through 

the competitive ranks of TV news as he officially assumes the anchor chair at 

"ABC World News Tonight," succeeding Diane Sawyer, who has held the 

position since late 2009. 

  

-0- 

  

Journalists are losing access, but the public still expects the story 

  



7

This weekend, Florida International University opened its 2014 football 

season at home in Miami against Bethune-Cookman University. The game 

was close, ending when FIU fumbled a field goal attempt that would have 

won the game as time ran out. 

  

Pretty good game, I'm guessing. But I'm only going on the six paragraphs that 

ran on the Miami Herald's website under a byline: "From Miami Herald Wire 

Services." 

  

The Herald decided not to cover the game. Why? 

  

-0- 

  

Asheville's John Coutlakis: Photographs and memories 

  

This is the final Sunday Frame feature I'll submit before my departure from 

the Citizen-Times, my home that I love and leave with deep pain. 

  

In my last days here, my mind reaches back 20 years to the deadly arson fire 

in December 1994 set by Jamie Lamont Smith and an accomplice - memories 

of infamy and, like my time here, unfinished emotions. The fire took one life 

and one person's legs and brought a victim and a news photographer 

together in a way I'll never forget. 

  

I caught Erin Conklin with her life dangling in the balance. I'll never forget 

those images - as well as her calls for help. Her cry of "My hands are 

burning!" will remain with me to the grave. 

  

-0- 

  

A. J. Langguth, a Former Times Correspondent, Dies at 81 

  

A. J. Langguth, a former Saigon bureau chief for The New York Times who 

went on to become an educator and an author of nonfiction books ranging 

from a study of the Vietnam War to a biography of the short-story writer 

Saki, died on Monday at his home in Los Angeles. He was 81. 

  

The cause was respiratory failure, his close friends said. 

  

Mr. Langguth, a professor emeritus at the University of Southern California's 

journalism school, wrote more than a dozen books, including "Macumba: 

White and Black Magic in Brazil" (1975), "Our Vietnam: The War 1954-1975" 

(2000), volumes on American history and the fall of Rome, and several 

satirical novels. 

  

His latest book, "After Lincoln: How the North Won the Civil War and Lost the 

Peace," a history of Reconstruction, will be published this year by Simon & 

Schuster. 
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New York Times Tones Down Labeling on Its Sponsored Posts (Scott 

Charton) 

  

The New York Times has shrunk the labels that distinguish articles bought by 

advertisers from articles generated in its newsroom and made the language 

in the labels less explicit. 

  

The Times became only the latest online publisher to begin selling so-called 

native ads when it introduced its Paid Posts in January, adopting a tactic 

meant to draw readers to ads by making them more or less resemble the 

surrounding editorial content. A bit of reader confusion over what's an ad is 

inherent. 

  

-0- 

  

FIU provides credential for Miami Herald's beat reporter  (Doug Pizac) 

  

After denying access to Miami Herald beat writer David J. Neal for the 

football team's opening game last Saturday, Florida International University 

has decided to credential him for the remainder of the season, according to 

Paul Dodson, the school's assistant athletic director for media relations. 

  

"The FIU sports program is an important part of our coverage," said Miami 

Herald Executive Editor Aminda Marqués Gonzalez. "We're glad we were 

able to reach a quick resolution." 

  

Neal, who is covering his fourth FIU season, attended Saturday's 14-12 loss to 

Bethune-Cookman with a ticket and sat in the stands, but did not write a 

game story or post-game blog, as he would have were he credentialed.  

  

  

The Last Word 
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