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Colleagues, 

  

Good Friday morning. Here are some items of interest, beginning with this 

fascinating piece in the New York Times Lens Blog relating to legendary AP 

photojournalist Eddie Adams. 

  

Paul 

  

  

New York Times Lens Blog: 

Eddie Adams: 10 Years On, and War Will Never 

Be the Same 

  

By Donald R. Winslow 

  

When Eddie Adams died 10 years ago today (Thursday), many people thought his 

Pulitzer Prize-winning 1968 picture, "Saigon Execution," would be one of history's 

most graphic, violent and enduring war photographs. It was hard to imagine its 

power - splashed across front pages and helping to turn public opinion against the 

war - ever being surpassed. Horst Faas of The Associated Press called it the "most 

perfect news photo I have seen in my 50 years of photo editing." 

  

But little did we know what was to come in the decade after Adams's death. 

  

When Adams was one of the world's top photographers, professional 

photojournalists were guided by editors and backed by their newspapers, wire 

services and agencies. Today the perpetrators and combatants - from Mexican 

drug cartels to the ISIS rebels who behead their captives - have become a growing 

source of images, shooting, editing and releasing their own photos and videos. As 

they attempt to control the message, honest and ethical journalism risks being 

shoved aside in favor of images that are pure propaganda, if not outright 

fabrications. 

  

Until recently, the majority of war photographs 

came from professionals like Adams. He took his 

most famous image on Feb. 1, 1968, the third day 

of the Tet offensive, when Americans were taking 

overwhelming casualties. Forensic analysis later 

determined that during that fraction of a second in 

Adams's photograph the bullet was still passing 

through the prisoner's head. Back home, the photo 

raised many questions about the war. 

  

To his peers as well as his students, Adams 

frequently emphasized, "the most powerful 

weapon in the world is a photograph." A 

documentary film about his life titled "An Unlikely 
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Weapon" reinforced his belief in the inherent power of the image. 

  

But today's generation of photojournalists can no longer cover many conflicts 

because the risks are too great. It's suicide. Newspapers have stopped sending 

staff members, and freelancers - like James Foley or Steven Sotloff - are filling the 

void and paying the price. According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, more 

than 80 journalists have been kidnapped and 71 killed since the war in Syria began. 

  

The conversation is alive again: What should we show, what should we not 

publish? Is today's picture editor an editor or a censor? The debate applies only to 

mainstream media, of course, because on the open Internet anyone can publish 

anything. 

  

My Facebook news feed now is an endless scroll of videos of beheadings in Syria 

by ISIS and in Mexico by drug cartels; photographs of lynchings of adolescent rape 

victims in India; and mass executions of Christians who are trapped in Iraq. Only 

these pictures are not from photojournalists; they are being shot by the murderers 

and their associates, or documented in the bloody aftermath by courageous 

human rights activists. 

  

Fred Ritchin, the New York University professor and critic, recently wrote in Time's 

LightBox blog that violent news images matter "because they provide reference 

points for both the present and the longer view of history." He also said, "The 

descent into hell takes many steps, and an increasing number of them can be 

found only a click or two away from what the mainstream media presents." 

  

The 1980 book "Camera Lucida" by Roland Barthes is an inquest into the essence 

of photography and its impact on viewers. Based on his own experience Barthes 

believed that a photograph could - in an emotional leap - connect us with the 

dead. When he looked at an 1852 photograph of Napoleon's youngest brother, 

Jérôme, he suddenly realized that he was "looking at eyes that looked at the 

Emperor." Instantly, his realization transformed the picture from an inanimate 

object that simply conveyed information into a semiotic experience, one that for 

Barthes represented what could only be described as a heightened emotional 

state. 

  

"Saigon Execution" certainly created that for viewers. Through it, Adams 

connected me in a rare way with the dead and dying in that war. It had a profound 

impact on me and countless others. 

  

But on this 10th anniversary of Adams's death, I'm wondering if he would still say 

that photographs are the most powerful weapon in the world. These images no 

longer connect me with the dead. They just don't have the power they had in 

1968. They don't seem to move public opinion, government or the world as they 

once did. Are we desensitized by the sheer volume of violence? Have we as 

viewers become empathetically bankrupt? 
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I wonder because recently we sat and watched a daily stream of horrific images 

and were insufficiently moved to intervene: Syria massacred its own people; child 

after child died in Gaza as their homes exploded and crashed, photos showing 

their tiny bodies piled in morgues; videos showed rows of Iraqi soldiers on their 

knees who were shot point-blank in the skull, tumbling into freshly dug pits. At the 

time, we were unmoved. 

  

Maybe our profession and our leaders have failed to protect and preserve the 

critical role independent war photography plays in our lives and history. 

 

 And now we have allowed it to fall into the wrong hands. 

  

Donald R. Winslow is the editor of News Photographer magazine for the National 

Press Photographers Association (www.nppa.org). 

  

(Shared by Sibby Christensen) 

  

From the Pulitzer site, describing Adams' Pulitzer-winning photo at top of page: 

  

1969 Spot News: Edward Adams, The Associated Press Saigon Execution Jan. 30, 

1968: North Vietnam's Tet offensive brought fighting into the U.S.Embassy in 

Saigon. Two days later, on Feb. 1, AP photographer Eddie Adams and an NBC crew 

came upon two South Vietnamese soldiers and a prisoner. 

  

"And out of nowhere came this guy who we didn't know." Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan, 

chief of South Vietnam's national police, walked up and shot the prisoner in the 

head. His reason: The prisoner, a Viet Cong lieutenant, had just murdered a South 

Vietnamese colonel, his wife and their six children. 

  

The peace movement adopted the photo as a symbol of war's brutality. But Adams, 

who stayed in touch with Loan, said the photo wrongly stereotyped the man: "If 

you're this general and you just caught this guy after he killed some of your people 

... how do you know you wouldn't have pulled that trigger yourself? You have to 

put yourself in that situation ... It's a war." Adams died in 2004. 

  

  

Now we say 'the Islamic State group' instead of 

ISIL 

  

Posted on 09/16/2014 by Tom Kent: 
  

Back in June we talked in this blog about AP's preferred abbreviation for the fast-

growing Islamic militant group in Iraq and Syria, known variously at the time as ISIL 

and ISIS. We explained why our preference was ISIL. 

  

Things then changed with ISIL's decision in July to rebrand itself as the "Islamic 

State." In a recent story, we explained that AP now refers to the organization as 



5

"the Islamic State group" (not simply "the Islamic State") and the reason for this 

approach. 

  

The story is below: 

  

By VIVIAN SALAMA 

Associated Press 

  

BAGHDAD (AP) - Propaganda has been one of the core strategies of the Sunni 

militant group in Syria and Iraq that today calls itself the Islamic State - and its 

name is very much a part of that. 

  

In July, the group's leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, announced its rebranding. He 

declared that the territory under his control would be part of a caliphate, or an 

Islamic state, shortening its name from Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, or ISIL 

- the acronym used by the Obama administration and the British Foreign Office to 

this day. The Levant can refer to all countries bordering on the eastern 

Mediterranean, from Greece to Egypt. 

  

 
  

Kurdish citizens who live in Lebanon hold Arabic placards that read, "To be Yazidi means love, 

accord and peace" and "No to killing the Yazidi sect by Daesh" during a demonstration against the 

Islamic State group, in front of the UN building, in downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Monday Sept. 15, 

2014. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 

   

  

Different translations for the name of the al-Qaida splinter group have emerged 

since the early days of its existence. 

  

Some have chosen to call it the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS. The final 

word in Arabic - al-Sham - can be translated as Levant, Syria, or as Damascus. 
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Arab governments have long refrained from using Islamic State, instead referring 

to it by the Arabic acronym for its full original name, Daesh - short for Dawlat al-

Islamiyah f'al-Iraq w Belaad al-Sham. 

  

Several residents in Mosul, Iraq's second-largest city which fell to the extremist 

group in June, told The Associated Press that the militants threatened to cut the 

tongue of anyone who publicly used the acronym Daesh, instead of referring to 

the group by its full name, saying it shows defiance and disrespect. The residents 

spoke anonymously out of fear for their safety. 

  

The inconsistency, while confusing for some, has not deterred the group's growing 

exposure on social media, with so many hashtags, posts and tweets ultimately 

directing readers and viewers to their news. Despite being associated to about a 

half-dozen names and acronyms, the group's brutal objectives are becoming 

increasingly clear. 

  

Prior to the group's self-declared rebranding in July, The Associated Press opted to 

refer to it as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, or ISIL, believing it was the 

most accurate translation. 

  

The AP now uses phrases like "the Islamic State group," or "fighters from the 

Islamic State group," to avoid phrasing that sounds like they could be fighting for 

an internationally recognized state. 

  

"The word 'state' implies a system of administration and governance," said David 

L. Phillips, the director of Peace-Building and Rights Program at Columbia 

University. "It's not a term that would be used to characterize a terrorist group or 

militia that is merely rolling up territory." 

  

"Part of their strategy is to establish administration over lands that they control so 

that they demonstrate that they are more than just a fighting force," Phillips 

added. Equally problematic is the use of the word "Islamic" in its name, with some 

calling it blasphemous. 

  

On Wednesday, French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius referred to the group as 

Daesh, calling them "butchers" who do not represent Islam or a state. He urged 

others to do the same. 

  

Egypt's top Islamic authority, Grand Mufti Ibrahim Negm, last month called on the 

international community to refer to the group as "al-Qaida separatists" and not 

the Islamic State. 

  

"Their savage acts don't coincide with the name of Islam," said Sunni cleric 

Hameed Marouf Hameed, an official with Iraq's Sunni religious endowment. "They 

incite hatred, violence and killing and these acts have no place in any real Islamic 

state." 
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___ 

  

Associated Press reporters Sameer N. Yacoub in Baghdad, Angela Charlton in Paris 

and Greg Katz in London contributed to this report. 

  

  

Kristin Gazlay named AP's top stories director 

  

 

  

NEW YORK (AP) -- Kristin Gazlay, an editor 

who has held major leadership positions at 

The Associated Press over a career extending 

more than three decades, has been appointed 

the news service's director of top stories, 

Senior Managing Editor Michael Oreskes 

announced Thursday.  

  

 

  

In her new position, Gazlay will be charged 

with sharpening "our most important work at all times," Oreskes said.  

  

Under Gazlay, he said, the Top Stories Desk "will be a hothouse for innovation, still 

elevating traditional stories but increasingly employing new forms and approaches 

to appeal to customers and readers."  

  

"The purpose is to make sure our most important work is as sharp, newsy and 

attention-getting as possible - that we present and distribute our work in ways 

that do justice to the extraordinary newsgathering we do," Oreskes said.  

  

Gazlay, 55, joined the AP in Dallas in 1980 after her graduation from Southern 

Methodist University. She served in posts in San Antonio and Little Rock, as 

London news editor and, in New York, as assistant managing editor-features and 

as deputy managing editor-national news. Most recently, she supervised financial 

news, global training and state news as a managing editor. 

  

AP announces new political reporting lineup 

 

  

U.S. Political Editor David Scott announced the AP's new political reporting lineup 

in a memo to staff today: 

  

All, 
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Please join me in welcoming Steve Peoples as he joins the Washington bureau this 

month as a political reporter focused on the Republican Party and its candidates 

for president in 2016. 

  

 "Joining" might seem like the wrong verb, since Steve has 

been a part of the AP's political team - covering this crucial 

beat - for some time. From his base in Boston, and his 

second home at the many Marriotts of New Hampshire, 

Peoples turned his role as our northeast political reporter 

into a job whose scope reached far beyond New England. 

  

For months during the last presidential campaign, Peoples 

(at right) was a fixture in the living rooms and coffee shops 

where the New Hampshire primary is won and lost. He sat 

in diners with Jon Huntsman's family and rode mountain 

bikes with Ron Paul. He turned those intimate moments 

into a depth of sourcing that allowed him to excel as our 

reporter on the Mitt Romney campaign. 

  

In recent months, even as he continued covering GOP contenders, Steve took it 

upon himself to keep the AP's political reporting team organized and on point, 

leading story discussion meetings and organizing coverage of key moments of the 

off-campaign year. His assistance has been invaluable to me as I get up to speed in 

Washington. 

  

With this move, AP will now field quite the political reporting lineup - a team that's 

ready for the upcoming presidential election, which as we all know is well 

underway. 

  

 

  

Leading off are Steve and Ken 

Thomas, our reporter on the 

national Democratic Party and, 

therefore, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

As the campaign gains momentum, 

they'll increasingly be joined by Julie 

Pace and members of the White 

House team. (Thomas and Pace are 

in photo at left.)  

 

  

There is no better place for AP's White House Correspondent to prepare to lead 

AP's coverage of the next president than out in the country as voters make the 

choice of who will next sit in the Oval Office. 

  

Who might they be writing about this time next year? Still to be determined, 
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although we have some clues. We know for certain the campaign will start in Iowa, 

where Tom Beaumont will tell the story, joined as the campaign moves along by 

political reporters Nick Riccardi in Denver, Bill Barrow in Atlanta, Mike Mishak in 

Miami and Jill Colvin in New Jersey. And they're backed with Washington's Phil 

Elliott on money and media, Jesse Holland on race, ethnicity and voters, and Chuck 

Babington on the intersection of politics, the campaign and Congress. All guided by 

the intel provided by polling chief Jenn Agiesta, and assisted by Donna Cassata, 

Dave Espo and all the member of our team on the Hill. 

  

And then there are all the beat reporters in Washington whose expertise on policy 

so often makes the AP's political report something truly distinct. And all the 

political reporters AP has in every statehouse, which gives AP - and therefore its 

members and customers - a reach that no one can match. 

  

And that's just the text team. We're already working on exciting ideas on how we'll 

carry out our political story telling in video for 2016. For now, I'm thrilled to 

welcome Steve to Washington and so excited to be working with him, this team 

and our staff in U.S. news to tell the story of another chapter in the grand 

American experiment. 

  

   

  

 

  

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  

  

David S. Martin  -  

AP Philadelphia from 1986-87 and State College correspondent from 1987-1990. 
  

  

  

Stories of interest 
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7 killed while on Guinea ebola education campaign 

 

  

CONAKRY, Guinea (AP) -- The prime minister of Guinea says seven bodies have 

been found in rural Guinea after a group of local residents attacked Guinean 

health workers carrying out Ebola awareness efforts in a rural area. 

 

 In an announcement made on state television late Thursday, Mohamed Saïd 

Fofana said authorities had located the bodies a day after the group was abducted 

by assailants armed with rocks and knives in the village of Wome. 

 

 Among the dead were three Guinean radio journalists who had been covering the 

education efforts. 

 

 -0- 

 

 New Politico Editor Susan Glasser Wants To 'Win The Morning' -- And The 

Afternoon And Evening 

  

NEW YORK -- On Thursday morning, Politico 

cofounders John Harris and Jim VandeHei introduced 

Susan Glasser to the entire Rosslyn, Virginia, 

newsroom -- which is now hers to run day to day as 

the publication's new editor. 

  

Some of Politico's 200-plus staffers already knew Glasser, who joined the D.C. 

news organization last year and spearheaded the launch of Politico Magazine. But 

Glasser's new mandate gives her "full authority" over Politico's daily Washington 

coverage, the magazine and premium subscription service Pro. While the two 

cofounders remain integral to the company's future plans, there was a changing-

of-the-guard feel to the ceremony, as someone other than Harris or VandeHei will 

get to call the shots. 

  

-0- 

  

The Media's Absurd NFL Hysteria 

  

Over the past few weeks, two sets of initials have dominated the news - ISIL and 

NFL - and the casual listener would be hard-pressed to decide which is more 

odious. 

It's a wonder that President Barack Obama didn't include a passage in his speech 

to the nation last week pledging to bring NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell to 

justice. 

  

-0- 

  

How Gary Hart's Downfall Forever Changed American Politics  (Scott Charton) 
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On a scalding July day five years ago, I found 

myself hiking in Red Rocks Park, just outside 

Denver, with Gary Hart. The copper cliffs 

were brilliantly lit in the midday sun, which 

burned our uncovered heads as we trudged 

up a steep incline toward the amphitheater 

that Franklin Roosevelt's Works Progress 

Administration ingeniously carved into the 

boulders. 

  

We had come because Hart wanted to show 

me something, and as we made our way 

uphill, I was soon breathing heavily in the 

mile-high air. But I was more aware of Hart, 

who, at 72, labored audibly despite his 

legendary ruggedness. (The most famous 

picture from Hart's first presidential campaign, where he came from nowhere in 

1984 to stalemate Walter Mondale and overturn the aging Democratic 

establishment in the process, was one from New Hampshire, in which the flannel-

clad Hart had just managed to bury an ax in a tree from a distance, legend had it, 

of 40 feet.) He had developed a paunch and was slightly stooped, his arms 

swinging crookedly at his sides. He wore black pants and a black Nike polo shirt, 

from which tufts of chest hair sprouted near the unbuttoned collar. His famous 

mane, still intact but now white and unruly, framed a sunburned, square-jawed 

face. 

  

-0- 

  

What happens to literacy when the internet turns into a giant TV station?  

(Latrice Davis) 

  

Video is the future of the web. You can no longer launch a new smartphone, 

inaugurate a Kickstarter campaign, or even announce a business partnership 

without accompanying it with a slickly produced video teaser. Video is the 

destination point for a grand shift toward more visual communication online - one 

that makes the web accessible to more people than ever, but also risks losing one 

of its most fundamental benefits. 

  

"Communication in the 21st century has become increasingly multimodal," says 

Professor Carmen Lee, co-author of Language Online: Investigating Digital Texts 

and Practices. While the text-based Craigslist may still look the way it did in the 

late '90s, the rest of the web now relies on images, both moving and still, to 

convey much of its information. MIT social scientist Sherry Turkle worries, 

however, that this is coming at the cost of literary fiction and conversations, which 

"deepen our empathic skills, the ability to identify with characters, and put 

yourself in the place of others." The web of today is full of stories, both fictional 
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and real, but moving from reading "to a world where we share memes does not 

guarantee the same results. A life of visual memes is not enough." 

  

-0- 

  

Pink slips to fly at Parade after sale of magazine  (Doug Pizac) 

  

The sale of 73-year-old Parade magazine will lead to layoffs for most of the 85 

staffers in its New York office, The Post has learned. 

  

Athlon Media Group announced on Wednesday that it has purchased Parade and 

sister title Dash from the Newhouse family's Advance Publications empire. 

  

Editor-in-chief Maggie Murphy and CEO Jack Haire are among those who will lose 

their jobs when the New York-based publication pulls up roots and moves to 

Athlon's headquarters in Nashville, Tenn. 

Perhaps as few as 20 people will be offered jobs, sources said. 

  

-0- 

  

The Man Who Took Steven Sotloff Into Syria ... and Lost Him 

  

The cars were waiting for them. Just a few miles from Azaz, the Syrian town on the 

border of Turkey, they attacked. Three cars blocked the minibus' way on the road 

to Aleppo. Within seconds, 15 fighters with Kalashnikovs surrounded them, ready 

to fire. 

  

Any resistance from the four armed men in the minibus would have meant sudden 

death. The gunmen pulled them from the vehicle and carried them off to a prison 

of the Islamist terror militia Islamic State in the north of Aleppo. Among them was 

Steven Sotloff, the U.S. journalist with an Israeli passport. 

  

I hope that Steven's mother forgives me. I'm so very sorry. 

  

And Yussef. 

  

"I hope that Steven's mother forgives me. I'm so very sorry," Yussef tells OZY, after 

the video of Sotloff's beheading was broadcast on the Internet on Sept. 2. For 

security reasons, we've withheld Yussef's full name. 

  

  

The Last Word: 
  

And So There Must Come an 



13

End 
  

The Blog - HuffPost Lifestyle, United Kingdom 

  

Charlotte Kitley 

Living life with love, laughter and Stage 4 Bowel Cancer 
 

 

Charlotte has blogged on The Huffington Post UK since 2013 and sadly passed 

away on Tuesday 16 September from bowel cancer. She wrote one final post that 

she wished to share with all of her readers. We are honoured to offer it to you here. 

 

  

I've always been a good planner. I like 

lists and tick sheets, to-do notes and 

objectives. I'm very good at starting 

things, but honestly, I am also easily 

bored and quickly lose interest once the 

original excitement passes. 

 

 I haven't had the luxury of being 

allowed to be bored of having cancer. It 

isn't something you can just give up if 

you don't fancy doing it that day. There 

isn't a switch you can chose to turn off 

one day from the next. At least not for 

me. From my first day as a cancer 

patient, I have attended every test, 

scan and appointment. I have tried every treatment offered, from the standard 

medical therapies, to eating oiled cottage cheese, having acupuncture and juicing 

kale. Cancer has become our life. Holidays, haircuts and helicopter lessons have all 

been timed around good or bad chemo weekends. Danny and Lu, unwittingly as 

innocent by-standers have had their childhoods protected but also dictated by my 

various regimes. This is all they have ever known and, I hope, have still managed to 

turn out to be pretty good, well-rounded, loved and treasured children. 

 

 The innocence that we have protected them from has now had to be revealed. 

Following my birthday, I started to feel 'unwell'. We 'popped' to hospital where the 

usual set of tests were carried out. Unfortunately, when combined with a recent 

scan, the results were nothing short of devastating. We were no longer looking at 

a month by month action plan with a couple of months buffer at the end. I was 

given days, perhaps a couple of weeks to live. I wasn't expected to leave the 

hospital, but somehow, have managed to pull it out of the bag at the last moment 

and return home, to spend what little time I have with my darling children and 

loving husband. 
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 As I write this, I am sat on the sofa, relatively pain-free and busy doing my little 

projects, sorting out the funeral and selling my car. We wake up every morning, 

grateful I can have a cuddle and kiss my babies. 

 

 As you read this, I will no longer be here. Rich will be trying to put one foot in 

front of the other, to get by, a day at a time, knowing I will no longer awake next 

to him. He will see me in the luxury of a dream, but in the harsh morning sun, the 

bed will be empty. He will get two cups from the cupboard, but realise there is 

only one coffee to make. Lucy will need someone to reach for her hairband box, 

but there won't be anyone to plait her hair. Danny will have lost one of his Lego 

policeman, but no one will know exactly which one it is or where to look. You will 

look for the latest update on the blog. There won't be one, this is the final chapter. 

 

 And so I leave a gaping, unjust, cruel and pointless hole, not just in Halliford Road, 

but in all the homes, thoughts and memories of other loved ones, friends and 

families. For that I am sorry. I would love to still be with you, laughing, eating my 

weird and latest miracle food, chatting rubbish 'Charleyisms'. I have so much life I 

still want to live, but know I won't have that. I want to be there for my friends as 

they move with their lives, see my children grow up and become old and grumpy 

with Rich. All these things are to be denied of me. 

 

 But, they are not to be denied of you. So, in my absence, please, please, enjoy life. 

Take it by both hands, grab it, shake it and believe in every second of it. Adore 

your children. You have literally no idea how blessed you are to shout at them in 

the morning to hurry up and clean their teeth. 

 

 Embrace your loved one and if they cannot embrace you back, find someone who 

will. Everyone deserves to love and be loved in return. Don't settle for less. Find a 

job you enjoy, but don't become a slave to it. You will not have 'I wish I'd worked 

more' on your headstone. Dance, laugh and eat with your friends. True, honest, 

strong friendships are an utter blessing and a choice we get to make, rather than 

have to share a loyalty with because there happens to be link through blood. 

Choose wisely then treasure them with all the love you can muster. Surround 

yourself with beautiful things. Life has a lot of grey and sadness - look for that 

rainbow and frame it. There is beauty in everything, sometimes you just have to 

look a little harder to see it. 

 

 So, that's it from me. Thank you so much for the love and kindness you've shown 

in your own little ways over the last 36 years. From the mean girls in the playing 

fields who pushed me into the stinging nettles aged six to the bereaved husbands 

who in the last week have told me what their wives did to help prepare their 

young children and everyone in between. They and you have all, in some small 

way helped me become the person I have been. 

 

 Please, now use that love for me and pass it to Rich, my children, family and close 

friends. And when you close your curtains tonight, look out for a star, it will be me, 

looking down, sipping a pina colada, enjoying a box of (very expensive) chocolates. 
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 Good night, Good bye and God bless. 

 

 Charley xx 
  

  
 

  

Paul Stevens 

Connecting newsletter 
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