
1

From: Paul Stevens [stevenspl@live.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 9:47 AM
To: stevenspl@live.com
Subject: Connecting - September 24, 2014

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

   

     

   

   

   

  

       

  

Connecting 

September 24, 2014 

   
Click  here for sound 

 of the Teletype  

 

   

   

 
  

 
Colleagues, 

  

Good Wednesday morning. 

  

Connecting colleague Valerie Komor shares the good news 

that Max Desfor has returned home after a weeks-long 

hospital stay. 

  

Max, who at 100 is the AP's oldest retiree, had a pacemaker 

installed and is doing well. His son Barry said Max pronounced 

the place "all the same" as when he left it. 

  

If you would like to drop him a note, let me know and I will 

send along an address. 

 

 Paul 

  

  

Study: Middle East news consumers 

demand trustworthy, high-quality content 
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LONDON -- There is a strong appetite in the Middle East for high-quality news content in 

different formats and a desire to see trustworthy news from a number of different 

perspectives, according to a new survey conducted for The Associated Press.  

 

Entitled "Spring Tide: The new era for video news in the Middle East and North Africa," 

the report examines the state of the news market in the region and suggests ways it 

needs to evolve.  

 

Produced by Deloitte, the survey of 18 to 45-year-olds in the United Arab Emirates, Egypt 

and Saudi Arabia reveals a thriving market where 97 percent of consumers regularly 

discuss news and current affairs in their daily lives. Forming a vital part of the social 

fabric, news is consumed by audiences in the region for an average of 72 minutes per 

day, longer than their counterparts in the U.K., Germany and Japan.  

 

The research also shows that the Middle East audience is not always well served by the 

existing news supply, presenting a substantial opportunity for news providers. Trust is 

most important to consumers in the Middle East, with almost a third of respondents 

identifying it as paramount when choosing a news provider. This differed from previous 

survey respondents in Europe and Asia for whom speed was the most significant factor.  

 

Quality is also important for Middle East consumers, particularly when it comes to video 

content. Despite identifying a preference for locally produced content, more than half of 

respondents believe that international TV content is a better source of news because of 

better quality video clips. This is highlighted further by the fact that 75 percent of those 

surveyed are more likely to access a news story if it has an accompanying video, and that 

video consumers have a higher dwell time on news content each day. For 83 percent of 

Middle East consumers, video clips also improve their overall understanding of content.  

 

When it comes to the content itself, a broad mix of stories resonates. Lighthearted 

stories are important, as is international news; with political news stories remaining the 

most commonly accessed (by 80 percent of respondents). Most significant for 

broadcasters though is the 63 percent of consumers expressing a desire for increased 

coverage of regionally-focused stories. Demand to access regional content in addition to -

- rather than instead of -- international news indicates the region is a particularly engaged 

consumer of news.  

 

The findings also suggest that the rise of social media is changing consumers' online 

behavior. Seventy percent of respondents use social media for news more today than 

they did last year, and 59 percent discover the majority of news this way. However, the 

research also indicates that TV remains important for finding out more on a story once it 

has broken, with 43 percent accessing it first to get more information.  

 

"The new study gives us a much deeper understanding of Middle East news consumers 

and how the industry needs to adapt to meet their needs," said Ian Phillips, Middle East 

director of news for AP. "For example, it's critical to understand the trends in news 

consumption habits, particularly when it comes to video and the use of social media. The 

demand for better quality video and more regional news also presents a number of 
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opportunities, while the increased use of social media suggests the need for new and 

innovative strategies to drive audiences back to online news sites."  

 

Matthew Guest, head of digital strategy for Deloitte Europe, added: "We were really 

excited to carry out research in a market that is evolving incredibly fast on both the 

supply and demand side. The findings highlight a series of exciting opportunities for news 

providers, particularly for local outlets that are in a position to produce a richer, more 

cultural output for audiences. The Middle East is flourishing and news providers need to 

ensure that supply balances with demand in the future."  

 

Download a copy of the report HERE.  (Shared by Paul Colford) 

 

Where in the world is - Mike Tharp? 

  

Our Connecting series continues with this from our colleague Mike Tharp: 

  

After 23 years in California - 17 in L.A. with U.S. News & World Report and People 

Magazine, five as editor of the Merced Sun-Star in Central California - I moved to Plano, 

Texas, in March of last year. Why? I'll get to that in a minute. 

  

Over the decades, starting as a copy boy in Topeka, 

continuing with the Wall Street Journal in Tokyo, and 

cemented in six war zones, I've befriended and been 

helped by AP folks all over the place. 

  

In Texas I'm an adjunct instructor in journalism at 

Tarrant County College in Hurst, near Fort Worth. It's 

one of the top-rated community colleges for journalism 

in the U.S. Because my high school classmate is a 

director of the American Board of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology in downtown Dallas, I'm also starting a 

quarterly digital newsletter for the 74,000 physician 

members of that organization. And I'm writing captions 

for a book of photographs made by my late good friend, 

Brian Lanker, a Pulitzer Prize-winner. 

  

So why Texas? My son Nao, his wife Misato and my 

soon-to-be-1 granddaughter Faith live in L.A. So does my 

daughter Dylann. 

  

In a word, love.  

  

As Rod Stewart hollered, every picture tells a story, don't it?! Jeralyn Nickel and I dated at 

Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas, in 1965-66. Then we went our own ways for 45 

years. In 2012 I saw a picture of her on a friend's Facebook page. She looked like she does 

here. So I sent her a message. That led to a lot of late night phone calls to many cities 

(she's a flight attendant for American), followed by a visit to Austin in July two years ago. 
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Our first date in 45 years was to Hippie Hollow, a nude beach at Lake Travis. 

  

Even so. she started getting Fresno layovers, an hour south of Merced. I flew to D/FW 

several times. Nature took its course. I sold my house and drove to Plano from Merced in 

March 2013. Four months later, one year to the day after we reconnected, we got 

hitched. Not our first circus, so it was just us and a judge.  

  

Now we each have a whole new side of the family. A whole new set of friends. And our 

autumnal romance has also given me a mighty purdy proofreader. 

  

That's our story, and I'm stickin' to it. 

  

(Connecting welcomes an update on YOU and your  life. Send it along with a photo.) 

  

  

The view from the High Line 

  

  
Connecting colleague David Wilkison shared the photo of AP's world headquarters in 

New York City that he shot while on a lunch-time walk along the High Line, which he 

describes as a cool linear park that stretches about 1.5 miles on the city's west side. It 

was once a rail spur three stories above street level that carried goods to and from the 

industrial district. 
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The line stopped operating in 1980 and fell into 

disrepair; some sections were dismantled before a 

cause was taken up to save it. The effort was 

successful and the first section opened in 2009. The 

newest section opened Sunday and extends the park 

by four blocks. That area, which includes AP 

headquarters, is undergoing a huge transformation, 

and the park is a beautiful addition. 

  

Click here and here for links that provide more 

information on the High Line. 

  

  

 

   

Are there no shouts for Sunday birthdays? 

  
Connecting colleague Karol Stonger reminds Ye Olde Absent-Minded Connecting Editor 

that she turned 73 on the last day of summer, this past Sunday - "so I guess I'm now in 

the autumn of my life," she said. 
 

Referring to The Atlantic Monthly article by Ezekiel J. Emanuel - "Why I hope to die at 

75" - that has spurred comment from some of you, "According to Mr. Emanuel's timeline, 

my life will be over in a couple of years. Either I'll have croaked or I won't be worth my 

salt. I hope not. 
  

"My father died in 1953 at age 42. Heart. I miss him every day. My mother died in 2012 at 

age 98. I miss her, too. I just hope I can remain vital for a few more years--out of 

selfishness and a desire to delay grief among those left behind." 

  

A belated Happy Birthday, Karol! Connecting is confident that there will be many, many 

more. And Ye Olde Editor promises not to forget them. 

  

And speaking of birthdays... 
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Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  

To 

  

Linda Deutsch 

  

Robert Shaw 

  

  

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

Washington Post announces cuts to employees' retirement benefits 

  

The Washington Post announced large cuts in retirement benefits on Tuesday, declaring 

that it would eliminate future retirement medical benefits and freeze defined-benefit 

pensions for nonunion employees. 

  

The company also said that in negotiations that started Tuesday, it will seek to impose 

the same conditions on employees covered by the union - one of the first indications of 

how The Post's new owner, Amazon.com founder Jeffrey P. Bezos, will manage relations 

with the staff of the news organization. 

  

The changes will hit hardest at employees hired before 2009 who could plan on receiving 

pension payments based on their income and years of service. Each of those employees 

could see scores - or hundreds - of thousands of dollars less over the course of a 

retirement. More recent hires do not have traditional pension plans. 

  

-0- 
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Reporters say White House sometimes demands changes to press-pool reports 

  

White House press-pool reports are supposed to be the news media's eyes and ears on 

the president, an independent chronicle of his public activities. They are written by 

reporters for other reporters, who incorporate them into news articles about President 

Obama almost every day. 

  

Sometimes, however, the White House plays an unseen role in shaping the story. 

  

Journalists who cover the White House say Obama's press aides have demanded - and 

received - changes in press-pool reports before the reports have been disseminated to 

other journalists. They say the White House has used its unusual role as the distributor of 

the reports as leverage to steer coverage in a more favorable direction. 

 

 -0- 

 

Washington Post editor meets with Iranian president  (Bob Daugherty) 

  

Washington Post Executive Editor Martin Baron attended a meeting Tuesday morning 

with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani in New York, he confirms to Poynter in an email. 

They discussed Post reporter Jason Rezaian's detention, Baron said, a conversation he 

later recounted in a Washington Post article.  

  

"It was an on the record meeting with a couple dozen editors and reporters from most 

major news outlets," New York Times Executive Editor Dean Baquet, who also attended, 

told Poynter. Wall Street Journal Editor-in-Chief Gerard Baker writes that Rouhani 

"declined to offer any new details on the arrest and incarceration of two journalists 

working for foreign newspapers who have been detained by Iranian authorities for the 

last two months."  

  

-0- 

  

Today in media history: The BBC launched its Ceefax electronic news service in 1974 

  

The British teletext service Ceefax was launched on September 23, 1974 and it continued 

until 2012. A BBC story said: "Before the advent of the internet and 24-hour news 

channels, Ceefax was at 'the forefront of journalism', according to BBC chairman Michael 

Grade. 'It led the way in the breaking of stories,' he added. Culture secretary Tessa Jowell 

described Ceefax as the 'precursor to the internet news revolution.'"  

  

-0- 

  

14 Wonderfully Odd American Newspaper Names  (Scott Charton) 
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The history of American newspapers is a vibrant one, and the publications that fill it have 

had some pretty colorful names to match. While most have been lost to time or the 

Internet, their eccentricities, whether intentional or not, deserve some recognition. With 

that in mind, here are some of the oddest names in American newspaper history. 

  

-0- 

  

NY Times Sees It's In A Shonda Rhimes Hole, Keeps Digging 

  

The scandal surrounding the New York Times' piece on television titan Shonda Rhimes 

keeps getting worse. 

  

The Times' Alessandra Stanley set the Internet alight when she wrote about Rhimes last 

Friday. Her depiction of Rhimes as an "angry black woman," along with her overall take 

on Rhimes' shows, drew intense, near-universal criticism, not least from Rhimes herself. 

  

Cue the paper's intrepid public editor, Margaret Sullivan. After declaring Stanley's piece 

"condescending" and "astonishingly tone-deaf and out of touch," she set about extracting 

information from the relevant parties. The responses she received did very little to quell 

the furor. 

  

-0- 

  

How Stephen King Teaches Writing 
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Stephen King's On Writing: A Memoir of the 

Craft has been a fixture in my English 

classroom for years, but it wasn't until this 

summer, when I began teaching in a 

residential drug and alcohol rehab, that I 

discovered the full measure of its worth. For 

weeks, I struggled to engage my detoxing, 

frustrated, and reluctant teenage students. I 

trotted out all my best lessons and 

performed all my best tricks, but save for one rousing read-aloud of Poe's "A Tell-Tale 

Heart," I failed to engage their attention or imagination. 

  

Until the day I handed out copies of On Writing. Stephen King's memoir of the craft is 

more than an inventory of the writer's toolbox or a voyeuristic peek into his prolific and 

successful writing life. King recounts his years as a high school English teacher, his own 

recovery from drug and alcohol addiction, and his love for his students ("even the Beavis 

and Butt-Head types"). Most importantly, he captivates the reader with his honest 

account of the challenges he's faced, and promises redemption to anyone willing to come 

to the blank page with a sense of purpose. 

  

-0- 

 

  

China Sentences Uighur Scholar to Life 

 

  

URUMQI, China - A prominent ethnic Uighur economics professor from Beijing went on 

trial Wednesday here in the far western region of Xinjiang on charges of separatism. 

As the trial of the professor, Ilham Tohti, began in the Urumqi Intermediate People's 

Court, uniformed police officers stood on alert outside the courthouse and in the 

surrounding streets, some with riot shields. They had sealed off the blocks around the 

building with white tape. Plainclothes officers also strolled in the area. 

 

 A conviction for separatism can result in the death penalty, but in this case life 

imprisonment is likely to be the maximum punishment because of the specific charges. 

 

  

The Last Word 
 

  

Ann Compton's Parting Words for Her Seven Presidents 
  

From New York Times' "First Draft on Politics" 
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For the past 40 years, every president arriving at the White 

House could count on inheriting a few things from his 

predecessor: A pretty cool plane. A nuclear briefcase. And Ann 

Compton. 

  

But after covering the last seven tenants of the Executive 

Mansion for ABC News, Ms. Compton is hanging up her 

microphone and handing in her White House press pass. Her 

storied career will be honored on Wednesday night at a gala 

soirée at the Newseum. 

  

We asked her to sum up her seven presidents in a word or a 

phrase, and here are the results: 

  

Gerald R. Ford: "Post-Watergate press-friendly" 

  

Jimmy Carter: "Too trusting" 

  

Ronald Reagan: "Captain of ship of state" 

  

George Bush: "Kinder and gentler" 

  

Bill Clinton: "Gifted talker" 

  

George W. Bush: "Mis-underestimated" 

  

Barack Obama: "Governing is harder than campaigning" 

  

She also passed on this lesson from her decades in the capital: "There are two jobs in 

Washington I would never take. One is president, and the other is press secretary." 

  

- Peter Baker 
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