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Colleagues, 

  

Good Thursday morning. 

  

Here are stories of interest. 

  

Paul 

  

  

Remembering Selma's forgotten Pulitzer winner 

  

By Alvin Benn 

Montgomery Advertiser 

  

SELMA - He may not have been dashing like Clark Gable, but Selma's Eddy Gilmore 

became a superstar in his own right as a Pulitzer Prize-winning foreign correspondent. 

  

Gable was a Hollywood hunk - a big, brawny, 

handsome leading man who, as Rhett Butler, stole 

Scarlett O'Hara's heart in "Gone With The Wind." 

Gilmore was a short, pudgy Associated Press 

reporter who didn't look anything like Gable or 

actor Joel McCrea, the handsome star of Alfred 

Hitchcock's classic "Foreign Correspondent." 

  

About the only things the two had in common 

were thin mustaches and relatively short life-

spans. Gable died at 59, Gilmore at 60. 

  

They also had an interesting connection stemming 

from Gilmore's real-life romance with a Russian 

ballerina and Gable's movie role that was based on the Selma native's courting of her. 

  

The movie was called "Never Let Me Go," starring Gable and Gene Tierney of "Laura" 

fame. It didn't get rave reviews, but did offer the basic details of the romance. The 

producers borrowed liberally from Gilmore's journalism career as well as his eventual 

marriage to the ballerina - much to the chagrin of Communist officials who did all 

they could to break them up. 

  

Gilmore, who couldn't speak Russian when the Associated Press stationed him in 

Moscow, reported on some of the darkest days of World War II on the Eastern Front 

that claimed millions of lives. 

  

His journalistic reputation soared as he covered the Nazi invasion of Russia and, later, 

post-World War II developments that led to what became known as the "Cold War." 

  

He spent 12 years in Moscow and became familiar with many of Russia's political 



3

movers and shakers, especially dictator Joseph Stalin whose idea of dealing with 

dissenters was to eliminate them in a variety of ways. 

  

Gilmore's 1947 Pulitzer Prize was awarded for "A distinguished example of reporting 

on international affairs." Among his many scoops was an interview with the reclusive 

Stalin. 

  

When he wasn't working on stories, Gilmore took on the Russian bureaucracy over his 

bid to marry Bolshoi ballerina Tamara Chernashova. 

  

It would became an important part of his book "Me and My Russian Wife," published 

in 1954. The movie detailed Gable's celluloid romance with Tamara, who was played 

by Tierney. 

  

Thanks to political help from Wendell Willkie - an unsuccessful Republican opponent 

of FDR's in 1940 - he and his Russian love were married in 1950. 

  

The Soviets twice banished Tamara, who died in 1980, for her romantic relationship 

with a foreigner, especially someone who reported about rigid restrictions on just 

about everything behind the Iron Curtain. 

  

Stalin's death three years after they were 

married paved the way for the couple to finally 

leave Russia. By that time, Eddy and Tamara 

had two children. Two more would follow. 

  

Gilmore, who attended Washington and Lee 

University as well as Carnegie Tech, died in 

London of a heart attack on Oct. 6, 1967. He is 

buried in Selma's historic Live Oak Cemetery 

next to his mother. 

  

His tombstone has an error on it, listing his birth date as 1905 when, in fact, it was 

1907. Under his name is "Journalist" and "Author." 

  

Gilmore may have spent much of his life in Europe reporting for AP, but his roots 

remained firmly planted in his home town, thus his desire to be buried here. 

  

"I don't like London, I love it and next to Selma, Alabama, it's the greatest city in the 

world," he wrote in an article years later, establishing his fondness for the city of his 

birth. 

  

One thing that set Gilmore apart from other foreign correspondents who grew up in 

the North was his Southern accent. Those who knew him said he never lost it as he 

hobnobbed his way through Europe after World War II. 

  

Gilmore covered the funerals of Stalin and former British Prime Minister Winston 
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Churchill. At Stalin's funeral he came up with a gem of a quote from a "mourner" who 

certainly was no fan of the late Russian leader. 

  

"He whispered to me 'I came to make sure he was dead,' " Gilmore said of the Russian 

funeral spectator. 

  

The shame of it all is that this kid from Selma who grew up to become one of the 

world's most famous foreign correspondents has pretty much been forgotten in his 

hometown. 

  

His fame seems to have eluded local officials who really ought to do something to 

mark his many journalistic accomplishments. The Alabama Press Association might 

want to consider something in Gilmore's name. A plaque would be nice somewhere if 

one doesn't already exist. 

  

Alabama has been the home of many Pulitzer Prize winners, but apparently, none 

who covered up close and personal the bloodiest, costliest war in recorded history. 

  

Thanks to the University of Alabama's Gorgas Library, Gilmore's amazing career as a 

foreign correspondent and author is on file for inspection by anyone who might want 

to know more. 

  

Click here for a link to the story, which was shared by Kendal Weaver. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  
Lindel Hutson back home after hospitalization 

  

Our Connecting colleague Lindel Hutson shares: 

  

Just wanted to let you know that I have survived a trip to the heart hospital and I'm 

doing quite well.Procedure yesterday (Tuesday) morning was to clean out 85 percent 

blockage in the area where one of two stents was put in six years ago. Another stent 

was installed in the same place. 

  

Anyhow, I'm home and all is well except for being a little woozy so don't expect any 

phone calls anytime soon. 

  

-0-  

  

Connecting sunsets: Napili Bay 

  

Marty Thompson shares that the Thompsons are partial to the view every evening at 

Napili Sunset, a small resort on Napili Bay on Maui, Hawaii. This view is from last 



5

month. 
  

 

 
  

-0- 

  

Anyone hear of '95 service'? 

  

A coroner's investigator in the St. Louis area dropped a note to AP newsman Jim Suhr 

asking:  "My curiosity is getting the best of me and Google search isn't 

helping......watching an old newspaper movie (-30-) and they reference the 

Associated Press and getting "95 service" for a story.  Can you help me here, what 

exactly is 95 service?" Jim asked the Connecting editor for help. 

  

My motto: When in doubt on matters AP, consult with colleague Richard Pyle, who 

responded: 

  

"I don't know what ``95 service'' means,'' as I've never heard  that term. But ``95,'' as 

you may remember, was a telegrapher's shorthand for `urgent,'' and commonly used 

on AP written message traffic to alert editors to some important development that 

would quickly become a story. Such as  

     

    -95-  

    Eds  

   Shots reported fired at Stevens motorcade. Story upcoming soonest. 

    KC   
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-95- was (is?) possibly the most frequently used teletype code on the AP wire. Other 

commonly used holdovers from the days of telegraph included -17- (attention all 

hands), -30- (end of transmission), and -73- (best wishes).  These are all part of the 

language of wire service journalism and music therefore to many ears.  Whether they 

survive in the digital age I unknow. 

  

Anyone out there who can add to this? 

  

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

  
  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Oct. 9, 1888, the public was first admitted to the Washington Monument. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1514, Mary Tudor, the 18-year-old sister of Henry VIII, became Queen consort of 

France upon her marriage to 52-year-old King Louis XII, who died less than three 

months later. 

  

In 1776, a group of Spanish missionaries settled in present-day San Francisco. 

  

In 1813, composer Giuseppe Verdi was born in the Italian village of Le Roncole. (Some 

sources say Verdi was actually born on Oct. 10.) 

  

In 1914, the Belgian city of Antwerp fell to German forces during World War I. 

  

In 1934, King Alexander I of Yugoslavia was assassinated in Marseille, France, by a 

Macedonian gunman. 

  

In 1940, rock and roll legend John Lennon was born in Liverpool, England. 

  

In 1946, the Eugene O'Neill drama "The Iceman Cometh" opened at the Martin Beck 

Theater in New York. 

  

In 1958, Pope Pius XII died at age 82, ending a 19-year papacy. (He was succeeded by 

Pope John XXIII.) 

  

In 1967, Latin American guerrilla leader Che Guevara was killed by the Bolivian army a 

day after he was captured. 
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In 1974, businessman Oskar Schindler, credited with saving about 1,200 Jews during 

the Holocaust, died in Frankfurt, West Germany. (At his request, he was buried in 

Jerusalem.) 

  

In 1985, the hijackers of the Achille Lauro (ah-KEE'-leh LOW'-roh) cruise liner 

surrendered two days after seizing the vessel in the Mediterranean. (Passenger Leon 

Klinghoffer was killed by the hijackers during the standoff.) 

  

In 1995, a sabotaged section of track caused an Amtrak train, the Sunset Limited, to 

derail in Arizona; one person was killed and about 80 were injured. (The case remains 

unsolved.) 

  

  

Ten years ago: A tour bus from the Chicago area flipped in Arkansas, killing 15 people 

headed to a Mississippi casino. Afghanistan's first direct presidential election began 

(interim president Hamid Karzai emerged the winner). Australian Prime Minister John 

Howard won a historic fourth term in national elections. World-renowned French 

philosopher Jacques Derrida died in Paris at age 74. 

  

Five years ago: President Barack Obama won the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize for what the 

Norwegian Nobel Committee called "his extraordinary efforts to strengthen 

international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples." A suicide car bomb in a 

busy market area in Peshawar, Pakistan, killed 53. A surveillance plane assigned to the 

U.N. peacekeeping mission in Haiti crashed into a mountain, killing all 11 

peacekeepers on board. Jacques Rogge (zhahk ROH'-geh) won re-election as 

president of the International Olympic Committee for a final four-year term. 

  

One year ago: The United States announced it was cutting hundreds of millions of 

dollars in aid to Egypt in response to the ouster of President Mohamed Morsi and the 

crackdown by the military-backed government on his supporters. Critic, author and 

editor Stanley Kauffmann, 97, died in New York. 

  

  

Today's Birthdays: Actor Fyvush Finkel is 92. Retired MLB All-Star Joe Pepitone is 74. 

Former Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss., is 73. Rhythm-and-blues singer Nona Hendryx is 70. 

Singer Jackson Browne is 66. Nobel Peace laureate Jody Williams is 64. Actor Gary 

Frank is 64. Actor Richard Chaves is 63. Actor Robert Wuhl is 63. Actress-TV 

personality Sharon Osbourne is 62. Actor Tony Shalhoub is 61. Actor Scott Bakula is 

60. Musician James Fearnley (The Pogues) is 60. Actor John O'Hurley is 60. Writer-

producer-director-actor Linwood Boomer is 59. Pro and College Football Hall of Famer 

Mike Singletary is 56. Actor Michael Pare is 56. Jazz musician Kenny Garrett is 54. 

Rock singer-musician Kurt Neumann (The BoDeans) is 53. Country singer Gary Bennett 

is 50. Movie director Guillermo del Toro is 50. British Prime Minister David Cameron is 

48. Singer P.J. Harvey is 45. Movie director Steve McQueen (Film: "12 Years a Slave") 

is 45. World Golf Hall of Famer Annika Sorenstam is 44. Actress Cocoa Brown is 42. 

Country singer Tommy Shane Steiner is 41. Actor Steve Burns is 41. Rock singer Sean 

Lennon is 39. Actor Randy Spelling is 36. Christian hip-hop artist Lecrae is 35. Actor 
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Brandon Routh is 35. Actor Zachery Ty Bryan is 33. Actress Spencer Grammer is 31. 

Actor Tyler James Williams is 22. Country singer Scotty McCreery (TV: "American Idol" 

winner) is 21. 

  

Thought for Today: "It is not good for all our wishes to be filled; through sickness we 

recognize the value of health; through evil, the value of good; through hunger, the 

value of food; through exertion, the value of rest." - Dorothy Canfield Fisher, 

American author and essayist (1879-1958). 

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

The newsonomics of the millennial moment 

  

The new wave of news sites all look like they do different things. Vox attracts those 

drawn to the populist wonkiness of explainer journalism. BuzzFeed entertains those 

attracted by its mix of addictive animal videos and a growing news report. Vice 

entrances with adventurous, less-filtered news video, while Fusion provides both 

irreverence and context on the news of the day. 

  

What they have in common is more important that what differentiates them: They all 

aim to get significant shares of the millennial market. It's a market - similarly sized to 

the baby boomers who reshaped selling and buying - that has come of marketing age. 

They run in age somewhere between 14 and 34 (there's little agreement on its age 

boundaries; have someone in the range take this Pew quiz) and number about 78 

million in the United States. 

 

 -0- 

 

 At National Press Club, the press is shut out 

  

Dana Milbank, The Washington Post: 

  

I'd like to tell you what Robert Ford, former U.S. ambassador to Syria, said at the 

National Press Club on Wednesday about recent developments in the war against the 

Islamic State. The diplomat, who resigned in protest earlier this year because he 

found it "ever harder to justify our policy" in Syria, had some valuable insights. 

  

I'd also like to tell you what Caitlin Hayden, official spokeswoman for President 

Obama's National Security Council, had to say in that very same National Press Club 

ballroom a few hours later.  

  

But I'm afraid I can't tell you - because the speeches they gave were off the record. 

They were so declared at the last minute by the group of defense contractors that 

hosted the event. 
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-0- 
  

Readers Are Liars: The 1928 Study That Predicted the Future of News 

  

It's a simple enough question: What do you read all day long? 

  

For hundreds of years, it was also an utter mystery to the publishing business. In the 

1920s, newspapers were so desperate to learn what features were most popular that 

they hired private investigators to sneak up behind readers to mark the articles they 

were looking at. They sent people on trains and trolleys to record the exact page that 

discarded papers were left open. 

 

  

George Gallup, the man synonymous with modern political polling, was a University 

of Iowa student who didn't think that open broadsheets strewn across the floor of 

street trolleys made for particularly good data. In 1928, he wrote a thesis proposing a 

new scientific method for measuring audiences. Don't stalk your readers, he said, and 

don't snoop through their train trash, either. Meet your readers. 

 

  

Shared exclusively with The Atlantic, Gallup's 1928 thesis, "An Objective Method for 

Determining Reader Interest in the Content of a Newspaper," is a eerily prescient 

work, which reflects on today's discussions about viral media, news analytics, and 

even native advertising, all while showing that we've been having the same debates in 

this business for the last 80 years. 
  

-0- 

  

Can Patreon's crowdfunding platform help journalists go direct? Jesse Brown is 

going to find out 

  

We've seen a number of attempts to crowdfund a journalistic enterprise - including 

Andrew Sullivan's reader-funded Daily Dish, the Kickstarter-powered launch of 

investigative blogger Eliot Higgins' Bellingcat website, and the group model that 

Beacon Reader uses. The decision to go direct to readers (or potential readers) is an 

interesting one, so when a Canadian journalist who does a media podcast turned to 

the crowdfunding site Patreon for support recently, I asked him to tell me why. 

  

Jesse Brown - who, in the interests of full disclosure, is a long-time friend - has 

worked for a number of different media outlets over the years, including writing a 

column for Canada's national news magazine, as well as doing a technology-focused 

radio show/podcast called Search Engine for the public broadcaster, the CBC. 

  

After leaving the CBC, Brown did what many freelance journalists do, which is a little 

of everything - reporting, writing, blogging, consulting and paid speaking. But he also 

started a media-focused podcast called Canadaland, because he believed that Canada 

lacked the kind of critical analysis that the United States and other countries have. 
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Soon, this side project became almost a full-time job. 

  

-0- 

  

Gannett shifts some costs of USA Today layoffs to states 

  

USA Today laid off about 70 people last month. Those who lost their jobs received a 

week of pay for every year of service, health care through the end of September and 

the vacation pay they'd already accrued for the year. 

  

But as they turned in their laptops and cellphones, some USA Today journalists were 

surprised to find out who would pay a chunk of their farewell package: their state 

unemployment office. 

  

USA Today is owned by Gannett, which doesn't always pay laid-off workers a 

traditional severance. Instead, as in the case of the recent layoffs, it may provide a 

"transitional pay plan." In one of these plans, Gannett, through a contractor called 

Total Management Solutions, makes up the difference between a worker's old 

paycheck and their unemployment check for a certain amount of time. 

  

The Last Word 

  

7 Reasons Others May Run When They See You Coming 

  

Bad manners can be the one thing that has 

people running the other way when they see 

you coming. If you frequently wonder why 

you're left off the invitation list for the best 

parties, friends stop asking you to meet them 

for coffee on Saturdays, or people in your office 

leave for lunch without telling you, take a peek 

at this list and see if there's something you can 

do to change that. 

   

  

Improving your manners might only take a single minor tweak, or it could be 

something you'll have to work on for a while. In either case, if you like having a social 

life, you'll want to at least make an effort. Seriously, what's the worst thing that can 

happen? Your friends (if you have any left) and family will thank you. 
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