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Colleagues, 

  

Good Tuesday morning. 

  

Connecting leads today's report with the announcement of the 2014 Gramling 

Award winners, and comment from several of you on Monday's special report on 

the advancement of women in the AP. 

  

And be sure to read The Final Word, a thoughtful piece by Connecting colleague 

Mort Rosenblum. 

  

Paul 

  

  

AP announces winners of 2014 Gramling Awards 

  

Journalists based in Pakistan, the United Arab Emirates, Idaho and New York are 

among the winners of the 2014 Oliver S. Gramling Awards, the highest staff honor 

of The Associated Press.  

  

The Gramling Awards were created in 1994 to honor AP staffers for excellence. 
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Each year a committee selects winners in four categories -- journalism, 

achievement, scholarship and spirit. Awards range from $3,000 to $10,000. The 

funds come from an estate set up by the late AP broadcast executive Oliver S. 

Gramling.  

  

"The winners constitute an extraordinary lineup of talented staff committed to the 

values of excellence, courage, action and passion that make AP such a special news 

organization," said AP President and CEO Gary Pruitt. "They range from journalists 

who work on the front  lines of dangerous conflict zones and those who make sure 

government is held accountable to those that make our mission possible and 

assure that we succeed as a business. They represent AP in the broadest sense, 

from our diverse geographic reach to the wide range of expertise of our staff."  

  

Here are the 2014 winners:  

  

$10,000 Oliver S. Gramling Journalism Award 

  
Dalton Bennett, video journalist, United Arab Emirates 

  

Bennett is one of AP's go-to video 

journalists, specializing in compelling 

visual storytelling from Europe to the 

Middle East and beyond. Showing vast 

maturity at just 26, he puts the viewer 

at the scene of his assignments, 

whether it's the fiery barricades in 

Ukraine or the upheaval of the Gaza 

war. He also thinks and acts beyond 

the confines of the video format, regularly contributing breaking news to text 

wires. In three years, Bennett has gone from being an inexperienced freelancer in 

Kyrgyzstan to the prototype of the modern AP video journalist capable of covering 

any breaking news situation. His work has helped AP and its members and 

customers take full advantage of its multimillion-dollar pioneering investment in 

high-definition video. 

  

Muhammed Muheisen, chief photographer, Pakistan 

  

Muheisen captures the loss and hope in 

day-to-day life in Pakistan and conflict 

zones throughout the region. Working 

slowly, with patience and empathy, he 

gains access other photographers don't, 

earning the trust of his subjects in some 

of the poorest areas on earth. His 

pictures show a compassion and 

humanity that are so compelling that 

they sometimes prompt readers from 
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across the globe to ask how they can help his subjects. He joined AP in 2001, 

covering major events in the Middle East, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as well as 

stories in Saudi Arabia, China, Afghanistan, Yemen, Egypt, Syria, France and South 

Africa. Muheisen was twice part of AP teams that won the Pulitzer Prize for 

covering the wars in Iraq and Syria. He has been honored with many other 

international awards, including being named Time magazine's best wire 

photographer of 2013. 

  

$10,000 Oliver S. Gramling Achievement Award 

  
Don Rehill, director of election tabulations and research, New York 

  

Rehill helps ensure AP's position as the definitive source for U.S. election vote 

count results and elections research. Covering several thousand contests on a 

typical general election night, he has built a staff of highly trained election 

coordinators, a network of professional vote-count centers and an efficient 

election research operation. His dedication to quality and accuracy has built trust 

among U.S. television networks and other key customers. Rehill joined AP in 2003 

as manager of election research and quality control after working with Voter News 

Service (VNS) and has more than 25 years of election experience.  

  

GMS Special Events Team 

  

The Global Media Services special events team has contributed to the financial 

health of AP over the last two years. The team arranges ad hoc broadcast services 

for customers around the world who do not have staff to do it themselves in times 

and locations of breaking news, such as the Boston Marathon bombing and the 

naming of a new pope. The team was on hand to cover 121 news events in 2013. 

Since 2011 it has reduced costs to increase profitability while establishing 

operations in places like Kiev, Ukraine. The team representing GMS in its award is 

Susan Henderson, manager, Americas; Jenny Breuer, technical supervisor, London; 

Rania Khadr, head of special events, Middle East and Northern Africa; James Lewis, 

head of special events, Europe and Southern Africa; and Ciaran McQuillan, head of 

special events, Asia. 

  

$3,000 Oliver S. Gramling Spirit Award 

  

Rebecca Boone, supervisory correspondent, Idaho 

  

Boone (at left, in this photo on 

Idaho Reports) won for her 

tenacious work covering Idaho's 

prison system, which led to 

increased media access to 

executions, exposed a culture of 

violence and evidence that the 

nation's largest private prison 
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company falsified staffing records and potentially defrauded the state. As a result 

of Boone's work, the state of Idaho took over a privately run state prison, the 

Idaho Correctional Center, and the FBI launched an investigation into possible 

contract fraud and related crimes. Boone is a University of Idaho alumna and 

began her journalism career in 1999 at the Lewiston Tribune. She later moved to 

Boise, where she became an AP newswoman in 2002, before being promoted to 

supervisory correspondent earlier this year. Boone serves on the Idaho Supreme 

Court's Media/Courts Committee and was a Loyola Journalist Law School fellow in 

2012. Her work has also been honored with the Idaho Press Club's First 

Amendment Award and the SPJ Sigma Delta Chi Award for Excellence in Public 

Service Journalism.  

  

Randy Herschaft, investigative researcher, New York 

  

Herschaft is honored for his work mining data that significantly underpinned 

exclusive AP coverage and investigations. Herschaft was a member of the Pulitzer 

Prize-winning team that in 1999 uncovered the Korean War massacre of civilians 

by U.S. troops at No Gun Ri. An expert in Freedom of Information law, the 25-year 

AP veteran recently unmasked a former commander in a Nazi SS-led unit living in 

Minnesota. Herschaft also tracked down the reclusive subject of an iconic AP 

Vietnam War photo. Herschaft has spent more than a decade scouring documents 

at the National Archives and Records Administration in College Park, Maryland. He 

discovered evidence there that U.S. intelligence agents enlisted Japanese and Nazi 

war criminals during the Cold War. He also uncovered details about the Pond, a 

super-secret spy organization that preceded the CIA. Born in Brooklyn, New York, 

Herschaft holds a master's degree in library and information science from Pratt 

Institute.  

  

$3,000 Oliver S. Gramling Scholarship Award 

  

Elaine Duddy, human resources business partner, London 

  

Duddy will take a course in internal workplace mediation, developing skills she can 

put to work in improving staff engagement. Following course completion, Duddy 

will be certified in workplace mediation. She has worked as part of the human 

resources team in London for nearly four years.  

  

Francesco Marconi, corporate strategy analyst, New York 

  

Marconi will study how traditional media can innovate and promote information 

transparency by understanding new mobile and data technologies. His work will be 

in conjunction with the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard 

University. Marconi studied business and journalism at the University of Missouri 

and completed postgraduate work at Columbia Business School's Media Program. 

He started his career at the United Nations, researching science and technology 

solutions for developing countries.  

The winners will be recognized Oct. 22 at a dinner in New York attended by the AP 
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Board of Directors.  

  

Click here for the AP press release and a video on the winners.  (Shared by Bob 

Daugherty) 

  

  

Your comments on women in AP management 

from Monday's Connecting 

  

Ye Olde Connecting Editor regrets the omission of the following women in the 

Firsts section of the Monday story. 

  

Sandy Johnson - the first female AP Washington chief of bureau. 

  

In her usual good humor, responding to my apology for her omission,  Sandy 

wrote: "No worries. That was a big subject you tackled! I was indeed the first 

woman to head AP's Washington bureau, a fact that the PR department very 

excitedly wanted to promote. I hushed them because I felt that gender - by 1998, 

the year of my appointment - surely wasn't still 'newsworthy'! That 1985 

photograph is proof that AP was pedaling hard to respond to the EEOC complaint, 

and those brave women helped level the playing field for those who followed. 

  

Connecting colleagues Brent Kallestad and Marc Humbert caught my error, and 

Marc wrote, "And let's not forget Sandy Johnson, who I believe was the first 

woman to serve as WDC buro chief for the AP and who saved the AP's bacon with 

her gutsy refusal to make that big election night call. A class act who fought hard 

to maintain the AP's journalistic integrity." 

  

Jane Seagrave - the first, and only, female Chief Revenue Officer. 

  

Her omission was especially disconcerting for the Connecting editor since, as 

Albuquerque chief of bureau, I hired her into a fulltime position with the AP in 

Santa Fe, and the two of us were the lead AP reporters at the site of the Santa Fe 

prison riot of February 1980 in which 33 inmates were killed during an inmate 

takeover of the prison. Jane left AP in 2011 and her role as chief revenue officer 

after a most successful career to become publisher of the Vineyard Gazette on 

Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. 

  

Other comment on the story: 

  

Charlotte Porter -  So great to see all those faces again. And what memories ... 

  

I owe the biggest promotion of my career to (former Managing Editor) Darrell 

Christian. Knowing how much I wanted to move to New Orleans after the way-too-

early passing of Pat Arnold, Darrell not-so-innocently dropped this bomb on the 

meeting of AP executives choosing a replacement: "Has a woman ever held a two-
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state bureau?" My spy at the meeting told me there were some protests that this 

was not a barrier that needed to be broken, while others disagreed. And 

successfully. Best job I ever had, in the greatest town I ever knew. 

  

I happily gave up Mississippi when Robert Naylor Jr., and then Frank Fisher, moved 

to Jackson to become COBs of that state. And I happily took it back later when AP 

decided one chief was enough for that economically challenging territory. 

  

-0- 

  

Brent Kallestad  - Good article. I also worked with some terrific women actively 

involved in the discrimination suit in the early '70s in Minneapolis, Martha Malan 

and Karren (Cq) Mills. Martha eventually left for the St. Paul Pioneer Press and 

Karren enjoyed a long, distinguished career in the Minneapolis bureau.   

  

-0- 

  

Claude Erbsen - Long before there were women COBs, two women headed AP 

operations abroad, albeit without the COB title. 

  

Anne Marie Snellman in Helsinki, Finland, and Thalia Donas in Istanbul, Turkey. 

  

Thalia was so plugged in with all the family-run newspapers in Turkey that it was 

alleged that when one young publisher, whom she had known since he was a child, 

asked her what she would do if he were to cancel AP service, she replied: "I'd put 

you across my knees and spank you."  Even if apocryphal, the story truly reflects 

Thalia's enormous contribution to AP's business in the area. 

  

-0- 

  

Richard Pyle - I hope your piece on the women of AP triggers a significant 

response from retirees and staffers who witnessed, and shared in some way, that 

long-overdue evolution in the company that like most of journalism was heavily 

dominated by reporters, editors and bureau chiefs of the male persuasion.  

  

I wonder how many women were on the AP roster in 1960. When I joined AP in DT 

that year, there was one, Evelyn August, on the Detroit staff. Having come from a 

small daily newspaper with several female staffers, I didn't find it unusual, 

although it then was at AP. And sorry to say, I lost track of Evelyn's later career. 

  

But it was my good fortune to know and/or work with many of AP's most 

accomplished women staffers in later years, in the US and abroad. At the peril of 

inadvertently leaving someone out, I would mention Kelly Smith Tunney (NY), Edie 

Lederer (Saigon, UN), Linda Deutsch (LA), Victoria Graham (NY/AP Newsfeatures, 

Beijing), Pat Milton (NYC, now CBS), Jurate Kazickas (Saigon, WX), Nabila Megalli 

(Bahrain), Verena Dobnik (NYC), Dolores Barclay (NY/Arts and Entertainment), 

Rhonda Shafner (NY news research), Peggy Simpson (WX), Kathy Willens, Barbara 
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Woike (NY photos), Valerie Komor, Francesca Pitaro (NY/AP Archives).   

  

And one saved for special mention: Kiley Armstrong (NYC), the best AP bureau 

news editor I ever knew. 

  
  

Your backing needed for Ed Kennedy Project 

  

Eric Brazil shares with Connecting: 

  

I am co-chair of The Ed Kennedy Project, for which Frank McCulloch - former editor 

of the L.A. Times, Southeast Asia bureau chief for Time-Life and much more, is our 

principal adviser.  The project's co-chair is Ray March, a former reporter who has 

morphed into a book author. 

  

Bob Dubill, my old boss at Gannett 

News Service, where I was 

Sacramento bureau chief for 

several years, suggested today that 

you may be able to help spread the 

word on the Ed Kennedy Project, 

which seeks a posthumous Pulitzer 

special award for the late AP 

European bureau chief who broke 

the story of Germany's World War 

II surrender exclusively -- and was 

de-credentialled by the military, 

vilified by his embarrassed competitors and repudiated by AP for his pains. 

  

Kennedy's reputation was fully rehabilitated by former AP President Tom Curley in 

2012, who said "Ed Kennedy did everything right'' and that AP had erred in not 

backing up his successful challenge to political censorship.   Kennedy was 

effectively "drummed out of the corps'' for allegedly breaking an embargo on 

releasing news of the embargo, which had been decreed by Gen. Eisenhower on 

orders from President Truman and Prime MInister Churchill.  But that news was 

already being broadcast to all of Germany from the border town of Flensburg for 

more than an hour before Kennedy's story moved on the AP wire.  By the well 

understood rules of journalism, once an embargo is broken, the story is fair game.  

Kennedy was the only war correspondent with the courage, confidence and 

knowhow to send the news that the whole world was entitled to hear.  

Eisenhower's chief of staff Gen. Bedell Smith acknowledged after the war that 

SHAEF had in fact ordered the surrender news boadcast to Germany. 

  

Special awards are seldom given - just 40 in 83 years - and they have gone to just a 

handful of journalists, among them Herb Caen, Walter Lippmann and Arthur 

Krock.  The Ed Kennedy Project believes that Kennedy belongs in that company.  

Recognition of his remarkable feat is overdue, and it would be helpful to our 
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campaign to enlist support from the AP rank and file.  A few words in Connecting 

would be a big help.  Our initial nomination is in the hands of the Pulitzer 

administration, but we'll soon be sending along a supplemental document 

reinforcing the case with the names of project supporters. 

  

-0- 

  

Eric would welcome your comments of support, which could be sent to him at: 

embraz@att.net 

  

Include in your comments: Name and journalistic affiliation and title (or former 

affiliation & title) at a minimum.  Special gratitude points for a sentence or two 

explaining how Ed Kennedy's act of journalistic courage in defense of press 

freedom and against political/policy censorship is relevant today. 

  

  

AP Exclusive:  

Millions in Social Security for expelled Nazis 

  

 
  

 

 By DAVID RISING, RANDY HERSCHAFT and RICHARD LARDNER 

The Associated Press 

  

OSIJEK, Croatia (AP) - Former Auschwitz guard Jakob Denzinger lived the American 

dream. 

  

His plastics company in the Rust Belt town of Akron, Ohio, thrived. By the late 

1980s, he had acquired the trappings of success: a Cadillac DeVille and a Lincoln 

Town Car, a lakefront home, investments in oil and real estate. 

  

Then the Nazi hunters showed up. 

  

In 1989, as the U.S. government prepared to strip him of his citizenship, Denzinger 
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packed a pair of suitcases and fled to Germany. He later settled in this pleasant 

town on the Drava River, where he lives comfortably, courtesy of U.S. taxpayers. 

He collects a Social Security payment of about $1,500 each month, nearly twice 

the take-home pay of an average Croatian worker. 

  

Denzinger, 90, is among dozens of suspected Nazi war criminals and SS guards who 

collected millions of dollars in Social Security payments after being forced out of 

the United States, an Associated Press investigation found. 

  

In response to AP's findings, a White House spokesman said Monday that Nazi 

suspects should not be getting the benefits. But the spokesman, Eric Schultz, did 

not say whether or how the White House might end the payments. 

  

This July 28, 2014, photo shows Jakob Denzinger's portrait on the tombstone of his 

empty grave in Cepin eastern Croatia. Denzinger is among dozens of death camp 

guards and suspected Nazi war criminals who collected millions of dollars in Social 

Security payments despite being forced out of the United States according to an 

Associated Press investigation. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic) 

  

Click here to read more.  (Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

  

A happy memory from the past 

  

  

 
Connecting colleague Pat Adsit Kreger was married to Chris Kreger on June 20, 

1987, and their wedding in suburban Kansas City was attended by a number of her 

AP friends and colleagues: 
  

Kneeling, from left:  Matt Hoff, Brent Kallestad, Dave Young. Second row, from left: 

Susan Spalding, Rob Dalton, Pat, Walt Tabak, Herb Mundt and Richard Horwitz.  
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Back row, from left:  Greg Groce, Paul Stevens, Mary Clunis, Jim Williams, Fred 

Moen and Charlie Wright (owner of WBYS, Canton, Illinois) .  

  

Pat writes: 

  

I have such happy memories of my AP Family and was touched to have so many 

take the time to travel to our wedding.  I also have to cringe because many of 

them returned home, as did most of my family, including me, covered with chigger 

bites as a remembrance of that day. As a cold clime girl from WI, we don't have 

those nasty bugs.  I had no idea it would be ill-advised to host an outdoor 

reception on the grassy lawn of our new home, in June, in Missouri! 

  

Almost 30 years later, Chris and I still live in that same house, but I never venture 

onto the lawn in summer unless properly DEET doused. 

  

I worked for AP after graduating from UW-Milwaukee in December of 1980, 

starting as BE for Kansas/Missouri in February of 1981.  May of 1983, AP 

transferred me to Chicago as Illinois/Indiana BE until coming back to KC so Chris 

and I could be married.  The AP was kind enough to transfer me, but the only open 

Broadcast job was the Cable TV Exec for the Midwest.  As a broadcaster since 16, 

my qualifications for cable were about nil, so thankfully for AP and me, the KS/MO 

BE job came open after not too many months.  I was back at the job I loved and 

worked until our first child was born, November 11, 1989.  The Berlin Wall fell 

and we had a beautiful, healthy daughter, named Annelise.  Certainly world peace 

was soon  to follow?! 

  

After two years at home with Annelise, an opportunity with the Broadcast 

Department presented itself and seemed a perfect fit.  Part-time, as needed, often 

from home, I was an interim BE for any open territory until the department could 

fill the position.  It was phone work and problem solving.  After our 2nd daughter, 

Arianne, was born in August of 1994, I left AP to raise the girls and help Chris in our 

business. 

  

Chris and I met at the Missouri Broadcasters' Convention in KC, October 31, 1981 

(yes, Halloween.)  He, too, has a broadcast background, but in engineering, and 

worked for Harris Corporation at the time.  Soon after we married, he went out on 

his own, starting RF Specialties of Missouri.  Still at it, we sell the specialized 

equipment broadcasters need, anything from the microphone and studio gear to 

the transmitter and out to the antenna topping the tower. 
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I help him as needed, but 

am free to travel at least 

monthly to Wisconsin 

where I help care for my 

mom.  Annelise (center, in 

photo at right) and her 

spouse, Denise, are in the 

Twin Cities where Annelise 

is a middle school band 

director  for the St. Paul 

Public Schools. A proud 

University of Iowa grad, she 

was a member of 

the marching band.  Go 

Hawks! 

  

Arianne (left)  is in her 2nd year at Washington State University, Pullman, in food 

science.  She plans to produce, engineer and safely manage our food supply.  

Cooking has always been her passion and she spends most weekends helping a 

caterer and watching WSU football.  Go Cougs!  

  
  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  

  

(A day late) to 

  

Bob Nordyke 

  

Stories of interest 

  

Ebola Deeply builds on the lessons of single-subject news sites: A news operation 

with an expiration date 

  

A contagious disease outbreak seems like a good time for some explanatory 

journalism. 
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News outlets are scrambling to cover the latest developments in the Ebola 

outbreak with reporting that can provide background on the spread - and any 

potential risks - of the disease. It's a balancing act, made more difficult by the 

worry and fear that surrounds the potentially deadly virus. When Fox News' 

Shepard Smith is telling viewers "do not listen to the hysterical voices on the radio 

and the television or read the fear-provoking words online," it's possible there's a 

misinformation problem. 

  

That's why Lara Setrakian launched Ebola Deeply, the latest entry in her pop-up 

news business, designed to collect the most recent news and provide context in 

the coverage of the disease. "There's a lot of reporting, but the space could use 

coherence, and that's what we hope to provide," said Setrakian, founder of parent 

News Deeply. "We're not really here to replace anything - we're here to support 

the ecosystem." 

  

-0- 

  

Who dat? In New Orleans, The Times-Picayune is making print a little more 

regular 

  

The Times-Picayune was the most prominent example of a daily newspaper cutting 

print and home-delivery days. But as part of a big bet on football, it's bringing 

Mondays back to subscribers - at least for the fall. 

  

-0- 

  

'Bleacher Report' claws toward respectability 

  

With a piercing article that had sports fans nodding their heads, satirical humor 

site The Onion had a good laugh in 2012 at the expense of Bleacher Report's quick-

turn journalism. 

  

"What do you &*%$ think this is?" a fictional Bleacher Report editor yells at a 

young writer neglecting his list-making duties and instead putting together a 

4,000-word article on racial prejudice in tennis. 

  

"Pick any %$@$ sports $&@# and rank it," the editor rants. "I don't give a %$#@ if 

you're tired. Rank the &*$% top 10 fingers on Tom Brady's hands if you have to." 

  

A fan-oriented sports site founded by four recent college grads in 2007, Bleacher 

Report for years has endured such ridicule on fan forums and in online influencer 

communities, even as millions of readers flocked to its collection of team updates, 

player features, slideshows and, yes, listicles on sexy athletes. 

  

  

The Final Word 
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Are we too obsessed with ourselves? 

  

A baby boomer and premier journalist looks at the 

world through the span of his working life, and it 

isn't always pretty. Mort Rosenblum was a 

longtime special foreign correspondent for the 

Associated Press, and editor of the International 

Herald Tribune. 

  

Click here to read the story. 

 

  

(Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

Today in History 
 

  

By The Associated Press 

  

  

Today is Tuesday, Oct. 21, the 294th day of 2014. There are 71 days left in the 

year. 

  

 Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Oct. 21, 1944, during World War II, U.S. troops captured the German city of 

Aachen (AH'-kuhn). 

  

 On this date: 

  

In 1797, the U.S. Navy frigate Constitution, also known as "Old Ironsides," was 

christened in Boston's harbor. 

  

In 1805, a British fleet commanded by Adm. Horatio Nelson defeated a French-

Spanish fleet in the Battle of Trafalgar; Nelson, however, was killed. 

  

In 1879, Thomas Edison perfected a workable electric light at his laboratory in 

Menlo Park, New Jersey. 
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In 1917, members of the 1st Division of the U.S. Army training in Luneville (luhn-

nay-VEEL'), France, became the first Americans to see action on the front lines of 

World War I. 

  

In 1945, women in France were allowed to vote in parliamentary elections for the 

first time. 

  

In 1959, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, 

opened to the public in New York. 

  

In 1960, Democrat John F. Kennedy and Republican Richard M. Nixon clashed in 

their fourth and final presidential debate in New York. 

  

In 1964, the movie musical "My Fair Lady," starring Audrey Hepburn and Rex 

Harrison, had its world premiere at the Criterion Theater in New York. 

  

In 1967, the Israeli destroyer INS Eilat was sunk by Egyptian missile boats near Port 

Said (sah-EED'); 47 Israeli crew members were lost. 

  

In 1971, President Richard Nixon nominated Lewis F. Powell and William H. 

Rehnquist to the U.S. Supreme Court. (Both nominees were confirmed.) 

  

In 1986, pro-Iranian kidnappers in Lebanon abducted American Edward Tracy (he 

was released in August 1991). 

  

In 1991, American hostage Jesse Turner was freed by his kidnappers in Lebanon 

after nearly five years in captivity. 

  

Ten years ago: An Associated Press poll found President George W. Bush and his 

opponent, Sen. John Kerry, locked in a statistical tie for the popular vote. Emerson 

College student Victoria Snelgrove, 21, died hours after being shot in the eye with 

a pepper-spray pellet fired by police trying to control a raucous crowd outside 

Fenway Park, where the Boston Red Sox had won the American League 

championship. The St. Louis Cardinals defeated the Houston Astros 5-2 to take 

Game 7 of the National League championship and advance to the World Series. 

  

Five years ago: Northwest Airlines Flight 188, an Airbus A320, flew past the 

Minneapolis airport by more than 100 miles before turning around and landing 

safely; the pilots later said they'd been distracted while talking about their 

schedules. Authorities found the body of missing Florida 7-year-old Somer 

Thompson in a Georgia landfill (Jarred Harrell later pleaded guilty to kidnapping, 

rape and murder, and was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of 

parole). Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Jack Nelson of the Los Angeles Times died 

in Bethesda, Maryland, at 80. The Philadelphia Phillies beat the Los Angeles 

Dodgers 10-4 in Game 5 of the National League Championship Series to win their 

second straight NL pennant. 
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One year ago: A seventh-grader at Sparks Middle School in Sparks, Nevada, shot 

and killed a teacher and wounded two classmates before taking his own life. Same-

sex weddings began in New Jersey, the 14th state to recognize nuptials between 

gay partners. The San Francisco Bay Area's main commuter train system and its 

unions reached a tentative agreement on a new contract. 

  

Today's Birthdays: Actress Joyce Randolph is 90. Author Ursula K. Le Guin is 85. 

Rock singer Manfred Mann is 74. Musician Steve Cropper (Booker T. & the MG's) is 

73. Singer Elvin Bishop is 72. TV's Judge Judy Sheindlin is 72. Actor Everett McGill is 

69. Musician Lee Loughnane (LAHK'-nayn) (Chicago) is 68. Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu is 65. Actress LaTanya Richardson Jackson is 65. Musician 

Charlotte Caffey (The Go-Go's) is 61. Movie director Catherine Hardwicke is 59. 

Actress-author Carrie Fisher is 58. Singer Julian Cope is 57. Rock musician Steve 

Lukather (Toto) is 57. Actor Ken Watanabe (wah-tah-NAH'-bee) is 55. Actress 

Melora Walters is 54. Rock musician Che (chay) Colovita Lemon is 44. Rock singer-

musician Nick Oliveri (Mondo Generator) is 43. Christian rock musician Charlie 

Lowell (Jars of Clay) is 41. Actor Jeremy Miller is 38. Actor Will Estes is 36. Actor 

Michael McMillian is 36. Reality TV star Kim Kardashian (kahr-DASH'-ee-uhn) is 34. 

Actor Matt Dallas is 32. Actress Charlotte Sullivan (TV: "Rookie Blue") is 31. Actor 

Aaron Tveit (tuh-VAYT') is 31. 

  

Thought for Today: "There are different kinds of wrong. The people sinned 

against are not always the best." - Dame Ivy Compton-Burnett, English author 

(1892-1969). 
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