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Colleagues, 

  

Good Thursday morning. 

 

  

Congratulations to my colleagues who are San Francisco Giants fans on their victory last 

night over the Kansas City Royals in Game 7 of the wonderfully played World Series. Lots 

of long faces in Royals-land this morning, but an encounter with one of their most loyal 

fans yesterday morning is worth a share. 
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Little Noah Wilson, who is fighting cancer, is one of the Royals' most loyal fans. Thanks 

to Joe Torre and Major League Baseball, he and his family were guests at several of the 

Royals' home playoff and Series games including last night's. He is in my daughter Molly's 

first-grade class and just turned 7 on Tuesday and hasn't been able to attend classes 

because of his cancer treatments. So yesterday morning, the class walked over to his 

house for a birthday celebration of Royal-blue-iced donuts, singing and games. 

 

  

I tagged along with my camera to take pictures - the shot above shows Noah with Molly - 

and at one point  when we were off to the side, I told Noah that I hoped the Royals 

would win it all that evening. He smiled and said quietly, "I hope they win, too, but I'm 

just glad they're in the World Series." I fought back tears at the very mature reaction 

from a very mature young man who has endured so much. 

 

  

Today, the Royals season is over and his treatments to arrest and eradicate the cancer 

continue, but those comments by Noah - who was delighted with a signed game ball 

from Game 6 by his hero Eric Hosmer and many kindnesses from others when his story 

was told worldwide - reminded me how a kids' game played by grown-ups can mean so 

much to a city and many other Noah's. I told him many, many people love him and pray 

for his full recovery. His beaming smile is something I will always remember, long after I 

forget the sting of that last Royals' defeat. 

  

With that, here are stories of interest. 

  

Paul 
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FBI says it faked AP story to catch bomb suspect 

  

SEATTLE (AP) - The FBI confirmed Tuesday it faked an Associated Press story to catch a 

bomb threat suspect in 2007, but now says it did not spoof a Seattle Times Web page as 

part of the investigation.  

  

Police in Lacey, near Olympia, sought the FBI's help as repeated bomb threats prompted 

a week of evacuations at Timberline High School in June 2007.  

  

After police interviews of potential suspects came up empty, the agency obtained a 

warrant from a federal magistrate judge to send a "communication" to a social media 

account associated with the bomb threats, with the idea of tricking the suspect into 

revealing his location, according to documents obtained by the San Francisco-based 

Electronic Frontier Foundation.  

  

The "communication," which contained a software tool that could verify Internet 

addresses, turned out to be a link to a phony AP story about the bomb threats posted on 

a Web page created by the FBI. The 15-year-old suspect clicked on the link, revealing his 

computer's location and Internet address, and helping agents confirm his identity.  

  

The documents suggested the bogus story was posted on a fake Seattle Times site, but 

Seattle FBI spokeswoman Ayn Dietrich said Tuesday that was wrong. Instead, she said an 

undercover agent sent the teen a hyperlink that simply said "article," and nowhere was 

The Seattle Times referenced.  

  

The confusion stemmed from an email between FBI employees that referred to an 

"email link in the style of The Seattle Times," but that link was simply provided as an 

example of what a news story link might look like, Dietrich said.  

  

The FBI did not initially respond to AP's request earlier Tuesday for further detail about 

the fake story, beyond saying the ruse was necessary as part of the investigation.  

  

"Every effort we made in this investigation had the goal of preventing a tragic event like 

what happened at Marysville and Seattle Pacific University," said Frank Montoya Jr., the 

FBI's special agent in charge in Seattle, referring to two local school shootings this year. 

"We identified a specific subject of an investigation and used a technique that we 

deemed would be effective in preventing a possible act of violence in a school setting. 

Use of that type of technique happens in very rare circumstances and only when there is 

sufficient reason to believe it could be successful in resolving a threat."  

  

AP spokesman Paul Colford said Tuesday the FBI's "ploy violated AP's name and 

undermined AP's credibility."  

  

"We are extremely concerned and find it unacceptable that the FBI misappropriated the 
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name of The Associated Press and published a false story attributed to AP," Colford said 

in a statement.  

  

Kathy Best, editor of The Seattle Times, said in a statement that while the newspaper 

was "pleased to hear" the FBI did not use the paper's name, it would have preferred to 

have found that information out earlier from the agency "instead of a defense of the 

tactic" Monday after the FBI was presented with internal agency documents showing a 

mocked up, phony Seattle Times email and Web page.  

  

"Even if The Seattle Times name wasn't used, the issues raised are the same. The FBI, in 

placing the name of The Associated Press on a phony story sent to a criminal suspect, 

crossed a line and undermined the credibility of journalists everywhere - including at The 

Times," Best said.  

  

Dietrich said she had no information about how often the FBI has faked news stories 

during investigations beyond Montoya's description that it was "very rare."  

  

"In order to safeguard the FBI's ability to effectively detect, disrupt, and dismantle 

threats to the public, we must be judicious in how we discuss investigative techniques," 

Dietrich said in an email.  

  

The documents revealing the deception were publicized Monday on Twitter by 

Christopher Soghoian, the principal technologist for the American Civil Liberties Union.  

  

  

AP announces coverage plans for midterm elections 

  

With 36 states holding gubernatorial contests and control of the U.S. Senate in play, the 

stakes are high in midterm elections on Tuesday, when The Associated Press will be 

uniquely positioned to count the votes and report the results.  

  

AP has reporters working in every 

statehouse throughout the year, and 

more than 5,000 stringers will be 

deployed across the country on 

election night to help AP Election 

Services gather local vote counts. No 

other national news organization can 

match AP's footprint, on-the-ground 

knowledge or the deep expertise of 

our elections team in Washington.   

  

AP's coverage began long before the 

first ballots were cast. The national 

reporting team, headed by U.S. Political Editor David Scott, endeavors to break news, 

while providing clarity and crucial context.  
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In the runup to Tuesday, AP will distribute stories on early voting and key ballot 

measures, as well as explainers on what to look for on Election Day and analyses on how 

the outcome will affect the final two years of President Barack Obama's presidency and 

how the results may alter the political landscape for 2016.  

  

And as the votes roll in on election night, it's AP that will count them. The news industry 

and the public turn to AP, a not-for-profit cooperative, to provide fast and accurate 

results on national, state and local races and key ballot initiatives. AP's vote count is 

considered by news organizations and the audiences they serve to be the definitive 

source of race results.  

  

"Calling races, from the national level to state legislatures, is a vital function AP provides 

to members and customers," said AP Washington Bureau Chief Sally Buzbee. "Being able 

to accurately and quickly call those statewide and state-level races is critical to their 

ability to provide strong election night coverage for their audiences around the world."  

  

Among other highlights:  

  

*AP will provide high-definition video reports on races key to determining control of the 

Senate and the governor's races in Florida and Wisconsin. In addition, AP political 

reporters will give on-camera analyses. AP Radio will broadcast live with results at 20 and 

40 minutes past each hour.  

  

*Exclusive photos of the elections are available via AP Images.  

  

*AP will also offer an array of mobile-friendly content, such as an interactive map and a 

real-time documentary-in-miniature, using Instagram's 15-second video capabilities to 

focus on AP editors and reporters as Election Day unfolds to give readers a better 

understanding of how AP covers elections.  

  

*As part of AP's ongoing efforts to spotlight member coverage, AP Mobile is featuring 

local election coverage from member newspapers, including the Alaska Dispatch News, 

The Denver Post, The Des Moines Register, The Wichita Eagle, The Detroit News and The 

Charlotte Observer. AP will also produce a dynamic feed of race calls, photos and videos 

on the AP Mobile news app for iOS.  

  

*AP Global Media Services will serve an array of visiting TV broadcasters by operating 

live stand-up positions in New York, California, Washington and Kentucky.    

  

For social media updates, follow AP Politics or this list of AP journalists covering the 

election on Twitter, and like AP Politics on Facebook.  

  

  

AP among news groups seeking lethal injection 

information 
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TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) - Several news organizations have filed a lawsuit against Arizona that 

says the public has a First Amendment right to information about its execution protocols.  

  

The suit, filed Thursday, stems from the July 23 execution of Joseph Rudolph Wood that 

lasted nearly two hours and required 15 doses of the sedative midazolam and a 

painkiller. Wood, convicted of murdering his ex-girlfriend and her father, took deep 

gasps for more than 90 minutes before he died.  

  

The news organizations filing the lawsuit include The Associated Press, the Arizona 

Republic, the Arizona Daily Star, Phoenix TV stations KPNX and KPHO, and Guardian 

News and Media.  

  

Wood's defense attorney, Dale Baich, called it a botched execution, a claim Arizona 

Department of Corrections Director Charles Ryan adamantly denies. Baich has also filed a 

lawsuit on behalf of Wood and other death row inmates seeking details about execution 

protocols and citing the First Amendment.  

  

"No proper basis exists for (the Department of Corrections) to abridge the public's 

constitutional right of access to this information and to the execution," the AP lawsuit 

states.  

  

Information about Arizona's lethal injection drugs had been public until 2010, a few 

months before the state had to find new drugs and a manufacturer after an Illinois-based 

pharmaceutical company stopped making the drug that had been used for several years.  

  

Since then, officials have refused to disclose the source, composition and quality of the 

drugs despite public and media requests. The issue has come up in other states as prison 

officials have refused to release information about execution protocols.  

  

"By protecting the identity of its commercial drug suppliers, the ADC is intentionally 

thwarting the right of interested parties to engage in constitutionally protected activity, 

as well as the First Amendment right of plaintiffs to report on the identity and 

qualifications of drug suppliers, to report on the quality and efficacy of the drugs used, or 

to report on deviations from the intended protocol," the lawsuit states.  

  

Department of Corrections spokesman Bill Lamoreaux said Monday that the department 

does not comment on pending litigation. Arizona has less than three weeks to respond 

to the lawsuit in court.  

  

The lawsuit discusses the long history of executions in Arizona and across the nation, 

including hangings, the gas chamber and the current method of lethal injection. In those 

executions, the suit says, states established a precedent over the years to keep the 

public informed of the methods, such as disclosing the maker of poisons used in gas 

chambers.  

  

The AP and other media organizations are asking a federal judge to require the state to 

reveal the details. Magistrate Judge Bridget S. Bade has been assigned to the case.  
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Connecting mailbox 

  

Margasak authors article on Steinway role in 1896 election 

  
Larry Margasak - My latest article for the Smithsonian American History Museum 

website, on piano manufacturer William Steinway's key role in the 1896 election - made 

famous by William Jennings Bryan's "Cross of Gold" speech. Steinway, a Democrat his 

entire life until that election, used tactics that would be familiar in elections today. 

  

Click here to read the article. 

  

-0- 

  

Charlie Bennett celebrates birthday with grandkids 

  

 
  

Charles Bennett - Many thanks for the birthday wishes. My grandchildren, from left: Kai, 

assistant blower Tommy, Tammy, and Kjerstin - all in all, a good looking group. The 

"Jaws" theme seemed real. 

  

-0- 

  

Linda and Edie: an AP-filled visit 
  



8

Linda Deutsch - Edie (Lederer) and I have an AP-filled visit.  We attended an 80th  

birthday party for Bill Boyarsky who worked for AP in the '70s and went on to the LA 

Times.  Then Edie flew to San Francisco and back in order to have lunch with Jim Lagier. 

She said they had a great time.  Back in LA, we attended the annual Courage Awards 

banquet of the International Women's Media Foundation at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.  

Always an inspiring event, it was more so with a tribute to Anja Niedringhaus whose 

mother and sister were present. I was present at a pre-awards tribute the night before 

and had the opportunity to meet with them which was a very moving experience. IWMF 

did an amazing video on Anja's work.  The AP had a table, so a group of AP staffers 

shared the evening.  

  

Now we are getting ready to head for Palm Desert for the annual Journalism and Women 

Symposium (JAWS) at which Edie and I will be presenting a program in memory of the 

great Fran Lewine and mentoring young women who still see journalism as a profession 

worth pursuing. 

  

-0- 

  

Chuck Green recalls role during those sad days in Dallas 

  
Chuck Green is one of our new Connecting members - see his biography below. 

Connecting asked him to relate his role in AP's coverage of the JFK assassination, and 

here is his report: 

  

Nov. 22, 1963 started as a slow day in my (San Antonio) office. The previous day had 

been eventful, working as sort of an errand boy doing "color" stories on President John F. 

Kennedy's whistle-stop visit to San Antonio. I still have on my study wall a photo taken 

Nov. 21 as Kennedy prepared to board Air Force One at Kelly Air Force Base in San 

Antonio. I stand just behind the president, a snappily dressed reporter with a flat-top 

hair cut.  

  

On Friday my wife Sylvia, book editor for the San Antonio Express, joined me for lunch at 

a restaurant around the corner. The first thing I did when we returned at 12:45 was 

check AP wires in the Express wire room. There was the bulletin: Shots had been fired at 

the Kennedy motorcade. I called Dallas. Chief of Bureau Bob Johnson told me to get to 

Dallas as quickly as possible. The station manager for Braniff Airways agreed to hold the 

next flight to Dallas. Sylvia drove me to the airport. I reached the gate just as Braniff 

decided it could hold the flight no longer. I knew Kennedy was dead by the time we 

landed. 

  

We had to circle Love Field as Air Force One departed with the body. I called the bureau 

from the terminal and was directed to straight to the Texas School Book Depository. 

Things were different in those days. I was allowed into the building and up to the sixth 

floor where detectives said the shots came from. The rifle was still there. His firing nest 

was there. They determined that Lee Harvey Oswald was the only employee 

unaccounted for. I interviewed other workers at the Depository, pausing frequently to 

pass fresh info to the bureau. 
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At the Station 

  

I went to the Dallas police station. You've 

probably seen me without knowing it. I 

was one of the reporters in the hallway 

as Oswald was moved from place to 

place in the station. The back of my head 

and a profile shot appear each time there 

is a TV story about the assassination. 

Today I saw myself beside Bob Schieffer 

of Face the Nation/CBS fame. He was 

also 26, a Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

reporter. I hadn't seen that one before. I 

spent most of the night in the police 

station and got my orders to return to 

San Antonio early on the 24th. I was watching TV as I gathered up the underwear, socks 

and tooth brush I bought that morning. There was Oswald on a perp-walk being 

transferred from the police station to the Dallas County Jail. There was Jack Ruby, 

shooting him in the stomach. And there I went to Parkland and several more days in 

Dallas. 

  

I knew I had to be first. I knew it would be a chase. But I wanted badly to win. I found a 

payphone and called the Bureau. I explained that I had a young man who was going to 

talk on this phone with them until I came back. I promised him a $5 bill. The location was 

Parkland Hospital in Dallas. Oswald was shot at 11:21 a.m. in the basement of the Dallas 

police station. It was now 1 p.m. and we had gathered in a small conference room in the 

hospital waiting for official word on Oswald's condition. My phone was about 75 yards 

from the conference room, down a hall, around a corner and into a small waiting area 

with three payphones. Cell phones were stuff of science fiction. A phone call cost a dime. 

  

The Announcement  

  

At about 1:10 one of the doctors attending Oswald made the announcement. I ran from 

the room and down the hall with the United Press reporter - the competition - at my 

side. As we turned the corner I ran him into the wall. He grabbed my coat pocket and 

ripped it off. I got the phone and told the bureau the news. Out went the Flash: "Doctor 

says Oswald dead at 1:07 p.m." As that cleared the wire the competition - he had to fish 

out a dime, dial the phone and wait for someone to answer - was just getting connected. 

  

Most AP reporters retire without ever filing a Flash. 

  

I was 26 and in my third wonderful year with AP. 

  

-0- 

  

Remembering days when vote counting was not computerized 
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Steve Graham - Before vote-counting was computerized, which is say somewhere 

around 1980, we in the Portland, Oregon, bureau contracted with a woman who 

organized a vote-counting pool in a room provided by the Oregonian. 

  

After trucking in 40 or so comptometers (a vintage mechanical adding machine now 

found primarily in museums) and holding a number of training and practice sessions, the 

40 or so women (I don't recall any male operators) went to work and periodically, we'd 

get vote totals on a piece of paper. 

  

Unfortunately, somewhere around 1980, a stringer in Lane County (home of Eugene, the 

state's second-largest city) erroneously reported hugely inflated totals for (as I 

remember it) a seat on the Oregon Court of Appeals and the AP (and UPI) "elected" the 

wrong candidate - and it didn't come to light for many days, when the state and county 

got around to an official count. 

  

Development of a robust election system was in high gear in the mid '80s. It's probably 

not obvious to many, but the verification of votes is more work than just counting them. 

How do the votes compare with the number of registered voters? How do the number of 

votes compare with the percentage of voters who actually vote?, etc. 

  

I seem to remember that voting precincts do not necessarily fit neatly within counties or 

various districts, thus compounding efforts. 

  

I've been retired for 13 years, but the current system obviously reflects years of effort by 

a dedicated group of developers aided by the AP's commitment to speed and accuracy. 

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

  
Chuck Green - Charles H. (Chuck) Green joined The AP in 1960 in Houston, his 

hometown. He was the second person in a two-person office, working the night shift. He 

had to punch his own copy on a wood-burning Teletype because the only operator 

worked days. This meant he had to learn how to  "read" the holes in the tape, how to 

justify agate box scores and track and field results and, by the way, report, edit and 

write. All for $95 a week. 

  

He was correspondent in San Antonio in 1962 and was part of The AP team covering the 

Kennedy assassination. He also convinced The AP it would be a good idea for him to 

travel with a migrant worker crew from South Texas to the cherry orchards in Michigan  -

- a nine-week journey that ended up on Page One of the Sunday edition of the New York 

Times. 

  

He transferred to the World Desk in New York in 1964 and went to Mexico City in 1966, 

became news editor there in 1967. He was appointed Chief of Bureau in Caracas in 1968. 

General Manager Wes Gallagher returned him to Mexico City as Chief of Bureau that 
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same year, where he helped organized AP coverage of the 1968 Olympic Games and the 

1970 World Cup.  He later did the same thing for the 1980 Winter Games in Lake Placid. 

  

Green, his wife Sylvia and their four children returned to the United States in 1976 to 

avoid paying out-of-state college tuition for three kids at the same time.  He was bureau 

chief in Albany and Detroit before he resigned from The AP in 1984. He was 

"Distinguished Editor in Residence" at Michigan State University then joined the faculty 

of Florida International University. He taught journalism and ran a successful mid-career 

training program for journalists, journalism educators and media owners in Latin 

America, organizing and delivering more than 600 seminars and workshops in Spanish 

throughout Latin America. He was ordained as a minister and was on the pastoral staff of 

a church in Miami until he retired in 2005.  

  

Chuck and Sylvia now live in a log home on a mountain lake in Mill Spring, NC.  Their 

children live in Michigan, West Virginia and Oregon. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

The funeral of Benjamin C. Bradlee 

  

 
  

A sea of mourners gathered at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., to remember 

Benjamin C. Bradlee, the editor who guided The Washington Post's newsroom for nearly 

a quarter of a century. 

  

The funeral Wednesday morning was an opportunity for a long list of colleagues, friends, 

politicians and luminaries to remember Bradlee as a pivotal force in American 

journalism, a man they said inspired awe in his employees and showed no fear during a 

career spent searching for the truth. But amid the famous names and the security 
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details, it was also a chance for his loved ones to say goodbye. 

  

"My father was the happiest man I ever met," Quinn Bradlee, his youngest son, said 

during emotional remarks that were followed by people dabbing their eyes across the 

cathedral. "Everyone who ever met him wanted more of him. They wanted to be his best 

friend. They wanted to please him. They all reacted the same way." 

 

  

(Photo above shows Bradlee's sons, Ben Bradlee Jr., left, and Quinn Bradlee as they stop 

to pay tribute at their father's casket.) 

  

-0- 

  

Theo Padnos, American Journalist, on Being Kidnapped, Tortured and Released in Syria 

  

In the early morning hours of July 3, one of the two top 

commanders of Al Qaeda in Syria summoned me from my jail 

cell. For nearly two years, he had kept me locked in a series 

of prisons. That night, I was driven from a converted 

schoolroom outside the eastern city of Deir al-Zour, where I 

was being held, to an intersection of desert paths five 

minutes away. When I arrived, the commander got out of his 

Land Cruiser. Standing in the darkness amid a circle of men 

draped in Kalashnikovs, he smiled. "Do you know who I am?" 

he asked. 

  

"Certainly," I said. I knew him because he visited me in my 

cell once, about eight months earlier, and lectured me about the West's crimes against 

Islam. Mostly, however, I knew him by reputation. As a high commander of the Nusra 

Front, the Syrian affiliate of Al Qaeda, he controlled the group's cash and determined 

which buildings were blown up and which checkpoints attacked. He also decided which 

prisoners were executed and which were released. 

  

-0- 

  

Guardian executive digital editor: 'The decline of print is an absolute given.' 

  

Despite all the signs to the contrary, many in the newspaper business still hold on to the 

idea that print will have a big role to play in the long-term future of news organisations. 

But for the man brought in to revamp the Guardian's digital editorial operation as its 

new executive editor for digital - former NYT associate managing editor for digital 

strategy Aron Pilhofer - there's little doubt about print's looming irrelevance: 

  

"The NYT wrote a story about the paywall, but said 'the future of print is unclear'. There 

is nothing unclear, [decline] is an absolute given, it's not like ad revenue is going to come 

swinging back." 
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Speaking to TheMediaBriefing at developer gathering MozFest in London, Pilhofer said 

it's not simply that the decline is inevitable, but that it will happen quicker than many 

expect. Making a full shift to digital before that happens is something all newspapers, 

including the Guardian, need to do, and quickly. 

  

  

AP Beat of the Week 

  

"We looked at each other and we both thought wow."  

  

And no wonder: What Pyongyang bureau chief Eric Talmadge and photographer Maye-E 

Wong spotted on the airport tarmac in the North Korean capital was, as he put it, "a very 

unusual sight:" a large passenger jet, painted blue and white in a pattern like Air Force 

One, with an American flag emblazoned on its tail. 

  

The AP journalists had just gotten off a flight when their shuttle bus to the terminal 

swung past the incongruous U.S. government plane. The United States and North Korea, 

of course, don't have diplomatic relations. So what was up? 

  

"It must have something to do with the detainees," Talmadge thought. 

  

He adds: "Maye-E immediately started shooting." 

  

In no time, they relayed their tip and photos to regional editors in Bangkok and then on 

to the Washington bureau. There, Matthew Pennington and Lara Jakes worked sources 

to break news of North Korea's release of long-held American detainee Jeffrey Fowle, 

and of the U.S. government plane dispatched to pick him up. It is this week's Beat of the 

Week. 

  

AP's solo position as a western news organization in Pyongyang paid off (as it did on 

another story last week, about a road trip through normally off-limits parts of North 

Korea, unique reporting which receives honorable mention below); and credit also goes 

to smooth cross-continent cooperation _ not to mention a bit of on-the-fly technical 

problem solving. 

  

Wong, whose professional camera was briefly inaccessible on the crowded shuttle, 

explains: 

  

"I had to use my point-and-shoot to capture the image as the bus drove farther away. 

When we got back to our hotel I then had to figure out a way to get that image to my 

iPhone from my computer so that I could transmit it from the phone which had the only 

form of data (very limited) that we had at that time." The screen-grab-type effort 

reached Asia photo editor Charlie Dharapak, backing up an email Talmadge had sent 

about the mysterious plane sighting.    

  

"We knew at the very least," Wong continues, "we wanted a photo that could be used as 

evidence when presented to officials so that they couldn't deny the plane was there." 
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When Wong's photo reached Pennington and Jakes, along with an explanatory note from 

Asia assistant editor Vijay Joshi, they rushed to their sources. 

  

Pennington got no reply when he emailed a State Department official who handles North 

Korea issues, and so he headed to a Brookings Institution seminar where he knew 

another department envoy was to speak.  

  

Buttonholing him in the street outside, Pennington showed him the tarmac photo, "and 

he smiled and said off-the-record that it looked like a U.S. government plane, and he 

noted that you could even see the flag. I asked him if it was about the three American 

detainees, and he wouldn't say." 

  

Instead, he directed Pennington to a State Department spokesperson. 

  

As it turned out, Jakes, who covers national security, was simultaneously in touch with 

that official. 

  

Jakes worked with the spokesperson, who suggested that confirmation of the tightly 

held news would come once the plane had landed somewhere safe.  Awaiting 

confirmation, she and Pennington continued to contact other sources, but Jakes stayed 

in close touch with the spokesperson, at one point chasing her down a hallway to ask 

when the information would be coming.  

  

By this time, some other news organizations had determined that something was going 

on and were besieging the spokesperson to find out what. 

  

What was happening turned out to be the release of Fowle, who had been held by North 

Korea for about six months for allegedly leaving a Bible in a public place in violation of 

the law. Two other Americans remain in detention. 

  

At last, Jakes says, "I was privately and quietly called into her office, where she handed 

me the official statement and told me I needed to get it out fast if we were going to have 

it exclusively. I literally ran back down the hall to my desk." 

  

The alert moved just as the daily White House briefing was starting, buzzing the phones 

of journalists in the briefing room who then demanded comment on the fly from press 

secretary Josh Earnest. http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2014/oct/21/us-1-american-

released-north-korea/ 

  

For alertly spotting news in a secretive place and then collaborating across thousands 

of miles to secure a major beat, Talmadge, Wong, Pennington and Jakes share this 

week's $500 prize. 

  

  

AP Best of the States 
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The world knows about the problems at New York's Rikers Island jail largely because of 

the outstanding beat reporting of New York City corrections reporter Jake Pearson. He 

did it again last week with an exclusive story that raised questions about the quality and 

timeliness of care given to at least 15 inmates who died at Rikers over the past five years. 

  

This builds on a line of reporting that has yielded beat after beat for Pearson throughout 

the year, including detailed examinations on inmates with mental illness whose often-

gruesome deaths were facilitated by the guards'  neglect. His earlier work on this topic 

got the attention of New York City Mayor Bill DeBlasio, not to mention The New York 

Times, which followed with its own investigation into abuse by guards at Rikers Island.  

  

Like those earlier scoops, Pearson's latest was build on documents obtained through 

New York's Freedom of Information Law. Six months earlier, Pearson had requested 

documents related to all inmate deaths at Rikers over the past five years. Hundreds of 

documents were eventually turned over. Of the 98 deaths during that span, he got 

documents on 44 of them, and found 15 cases - not including homicide or suicide -- in 

which the quality or timeliness of health care was a factor in the deaths.  

  

Pearson interviewed loved ones of the deceased and took a hard look at cases filed away 

as "medical," finding many instances in which inmates came in with illnesses and 

addictions that weren't properly diagnosed. He found others in which they didn't get the 

treatment they needed _ in some instances even when they screamed for it.  

  

Pearson also broke the news that, in light of such cases, New York City was re-evaluating 

its contract with its private health provider, Corizon Health. Pearson's NewsBreak was 

immediately picked up by The New York Times and the chair of the city council's health 

committee said he would call an oversight hearing to examine health care at Rikers. 

  

Pearson's story, accompanied by a glance of key findings and Bebeto Matthews' photos 

one one inmate's mother got great play online and in print. It ranked No. 15 in AP Mobile 

and got prominent play on MSN, Yahoo and ABC News sites. Pearson was also 

interviewed about his story in an special, hourlong segment on NY1, on NBC 4's Debrief 

with David Ushery, and on HuffingtonPost Live. 

  

Pearson wins this week's $300 Best of the States prize for his aggressive quest for 

exclusive stories from his beat, and for yet again proving that AP can break news and 

beat the local media in the most crowded and competitive market in the world. 

  

  

The Last Word 

  

Retirement: Some struggle with leaving their jobs 
  

When many people retire, they jump into their new lifestyle with gusto, but others 

mourn leaving their jobs and feel like they've lost part of their identity, experts say. 

  

"Work is the primary source of identity for many of us and absorbs our best energies and 
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creativity, so retirement is a major transition," says psychologist Kris Ludwigsen, 69, of 

Martinez, Calif. 

  

Many people give so much of themselves to their jobs that they don't have the time or 

energy to develop other interests, and they are left adrift in retirement, she says. "Their 

job gave their life meaning, and not having that is the worst stress of all. That's why 

some people want to continue to work as long as they can." 

  

Click here to continue reading. 

  

 

  

Today in History 
 

  

By The Associated Press 

 

  

Today is Thursday, Oct. 30, the 303rd day of 2014. There are 62 days left in the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Oct. 30, 1974, Muhammad Ali knocked out George Foreman in the eighth round of a 

15-round bout in Kinshasa, Zaire (zah-EER'), known as the "Rumble in the Jungle," to 

regain his world heavyweight title. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1735, the second president of the United States, John Adams, was born in Braintree, 

Massachusetts. 

  

In 1864, Helena, Montana, was founded. 

  

In 1921, the silent film classic "The Sheik," starring Rudolph Valentino, premiered in Los 

Angeles. 

  

In 1938, the radio play "The War of the Worlds," starring Orson Welles, aired on CBS. 

  

In 1944, the Martha Graham ballet "Appalachian Spring," with music by Aaron Copland, 

premiered at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., with Graham in a leading role. 

  

In 1945, the U.S. government announced the end of shoe rationing, effective at 

midnight. 

  

In 1953, Gen. George C. Marshall was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Dr. Albert 

Schweitzer received the Peace Prize for 1952. 
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In 1961, the Soviet Union tested a hydrogen bomb, the "Tsar Bomba," with a force 

estimated at about 50 megatons. The Soviet Party Congress unanimously approved a 

resolution ordering the removal of Josef Stalin's body from Lenin's tomb. 

  

In 1972, 45 people were killed when an Illinois Central Gulf commuter train was struck 

from behind by another train in Chicago's South Side. 

  

In 1984, police in Poland found the body of kidnapped pro-Solidarity priest Father Jerzy 

Popieluszko (YEHR'-zee pah-pee-WOOSH'-goh), whose death was blamed on security 

officers. 

  

In 1989, Mitsubishi Estate Co. announced it was buying 51 percent of Rockefeller Group 

Inc. of New York. (However, amid a real estate slump, Mitsubishi ended up walking away 

from its investment in 1995.) 

  

In 1997, a jury in Cambridge, Massachusetts, convicted British au pair Louise Woodward 

of second-degree murder in the death of eight-month-old Matthew Eappen. (The judge, 

Hiller B. Zobel, later reduced the verdict to manslaughter and set Woodward free.) 

  

Ten years ago: The decapitated body of a 24-year-old Japanese backpacker (Shosei Koda) 

was found wrapped in an American flag in northwestern Baghdad; the militant group led 

by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi later claimed responsibility. Grateful fans embraced the World 

Series champion Boston Red Sox, hailing the team as heroes during a jubilant parade. 

Actress-dancer Peggy Ryan died in Las Vegas at age 80. 

  

Five years ago: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton was confronted repeatedly by 

Pakistanis as she ended a tense three-day tour of the country, chastised by one woman 

who said a U.S. program using aerial drones to target terrorists amounted to "executions 

without trial." Michelle Triola Marvin, who'd fought a landmark "palimony" case in the 

1970s against former lover Lee Marvin, died in Malibu, California, at age 76. 

  

One year ago: President Barack Obama claimed "full responsibility" for fixing his 

administration's troubled health insurance website, while on Capitol Hill, Health and 

Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius apologized to frustrated people trying to 

sign up, declaring that she was accountable for the failures but also defending the 

historic health care overhaul. The government said the deficit for the 2013 budget year 

totaled $680.3 billion, down from $1.09 trillion in 2012. The Boston Red Sox romped to 

their third World Series championship in 10 seasons, thumping the St. Louis Cardinals 6-1 

in Game 6 at Fenway. 

  

Today's Birthdays: Actor Dick Gautier is 77. Movie director Claude Lelouch is 77. Rock 

singer Grace Slick is 75. Songwriter Eddie Holland is 75. Rhythm-and-blues singer Otis 

Williams (The Temptations) is 73. Actress Joanna Shimkus is 71. Actor Henry Winkler is 

69. Broadcast journalist Andrea Mitchell is 68. Rock musician Chris Slade (Asia) is 68. 

Country/rock musician Timothy B. Schmit (The Eagles) is 67. Actor Leon Rippy is 65. Actor 

Harry Hamlin is 63. Actor Charles Martin Smith is 61. Country singer T. Graham Brown is 

60. Actor Kevin Pollak is 57. Actor Michael Beach is 51. Rock singer-musician Gavin 
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Rossdale (Bush) is 49. Actor Jack Plotnick is 46. Comedian Ben Bailey is 44. Actress Nia 

Long is 44. Country singer Kassidy Osborn (SHeDAISY) (sh-DAY'-zee) is 38. Actor Gael 

Garcia Bernal is 36. Actor Matthew Morrison is 36. Actor Shaun Sipos (SEE'-pohs) is 33. 

Ivanka Trump is 33. Actress Janel (juh-NEHL') Parrish is 26. Actor Tequan Richmond is 22. 

  

Thought for Today: "All men are almost led to believe not of proof, but by attraction." - 

Blaise Pascal, French philosopher (1623-1662). 
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