
1

From: Paul Stevens [stevenspl@live.com]
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 9:31 AM
To: stevenspl@live.com
Subject: Connecting - November 3, 2014

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

   

     

   

   

   

  

       

  

Connecting 

November 3, 2014 

   
Click  here for sound 

 of the Teletype  

 

   

   

 

  

 
Colleagues, 

  

Good Monday morning - and here's to a great first week of November! 

  

Here are a couple requests on upcoming events. 

  

Election Memories 

  

Tuesday is Election Day and some key races that will shape Congress and 

perhaps set the tone for the 2016 presidential race make it an important 

day. If you're among the Connecting members working for AP, all the best. 

If you are retired, please feel free to share a favorite election memory with 

your Connecting colleagues. Send along to me at stevenspl@live.com  I 

took a stab at one of my favorite memories, below. 

  

Fall of the Berlin Wall 

  

The 25th-year observance of the fall of the Berlin Wall will take place next 

weekend, on Sunday, Nov. 9. If you were involved in coverage of this 

historic event, or have a memory to share involving it, send along to me at 

stevenspl@live.com   
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Honoring Connecting vets 

  

Veterans' Day 2014 will be observed a week from tomorrow, on Tuesday, 

Nov. 11. If you are a military veteran, send along your branch of service 

and years of service for recognition of Connecting veterans. Along with this 

information, if you care to share a memory from your military service, 

please include. Send to me at stevenspl@live.com by the end of the week. 

  

Best, 

  

Paul 

  

  

Election memories - taking time to say 

thanks 

  

  

Paul Stevens  Email - Ye Olde Connecting Editor will begin the Election 

Memories segment, which I hope results in sharing later today by some of 

your own for tomorrow morning's Connecting: 

  

This email from then-Washington CoB Sandy Johnson is still treasured 14 

years later after a team effort in AP's coverage of the 2000 presidential, 

Senate and governor races in Missouri. 
 

 
 

  

  

I was the Kansas City chief of bureau at the time of the Nov. 7, 2000, 

general elections, one of the most important and most watched in the 

country, and for good reason: 

  

Missouri was a critical swing state in the presidential election, and the 
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state voted for George W. Bush by a margin of just over 3 percent against 

his Democratic challenger, Al Gore. 

  

But it was the U.S. Senate race that commanded almost as much attention. 

It was the election in which incumbent John Ashcroft (later to become U.S. 

attorney general) ended up losing to a dead man. Then-Gov. Mel Carnahan 

died in an airplane crash while campaigning three weeks before the 

November general election. The Monday night plane crash was the night 

before a scheduled presidential debate at Washington University in St. 

Louis. Jean Carnahan, the governor's wife, urged that the debate proceed, 

and both candidates George W. Bush and Al Gore began their remarks with 

tributes to the three crash victims - along with Mel Carnahan, his eldest 

son and pilot Randy, and long-time Carnahan family adviser Chris Sifford.  

  

Carnahan's name remained on the ballot due to Missouri state election 

laws. Lieutenant Governor Roger Wilson became governor upon 

Carnahan's death. Wilson announced that should Mel Carnahan be 

elected, he would appoint his widow, Jean Carnahan, to serve in her 

husband's place; Mrs. Carnahan agreed to this arrangement. Ashcroft 

suspended all campaigning after the plane crash in light of the tragedy. 

Carnahan won the election by 2 percentage points, or 49,000 votes. 

  

The Missouri gubernatorial race resulted in a narrow (0.9 percent) victory 

by state treasurer Bob Holden over the Republican candidate, Rep. Jim 

Talent. 

  

After successful calls of all three races, thanks to the efforts of many 

including then-Missouri roving correspondent Scott Charton, Sandy sent 

along the email above. I will never forget the kindness behind it, done in 

the turmoil of post-election coverage, and it helped me remember how 

much the power of thanks can mean.  

 

 Today, she like Scott is a Connecting colleague, as well as the guy she 

copied on the email, Jon Wolman, then executive editor. Jon is now editor 

and publisher of The Detroit News, Sandy is retired from AP and heads the 

National Press Foundation, and Scott is also retired from AP and operates a 

consulting business in Columbia, Missouri. 

  

  

AP Exclusive: Ferguson no-fly zone aimed at 

media 

  

WASHINGTON (AP) - The U.S. government agreed to a police request to 

restrict more than 37 square miles of airspace surrounding Ferguson, 

Missouri, for 12 days in August for safety, but audio recordings show that 

local authorities privately acknowledged the purpose was to keep away 
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news helicopters during violent street protests. 

  

On Aug. 12, the 

morning after the 

Federal Aviation 

Administration 

imposed the first 

flight restriction, FAA 

air traffic managers 

struggled to redefine 

the flight ban to let 

commercial flights 

operate at nearby 

Lambert-St. Louis 

International Airport 

and police helicopters fly through the area - but ban others. 

  

"They finally admitted it really was to keep the media out," said one FAA 

manager about the St. Louis County Police in a series of recorded 

telephone conversations obtained by The Associated Press. "But they were 

a little concerned of, obviously, anything else that could be going on. 

  

At another point, a manager at the FAA's Kansas City center said police 

"did not care if you ran commercial traffic through this TFR (temporary 

flight restriction) all day long. They didn't want media in there." 

  

FAA procedures for defining a no-fly area did not have an option that 

would accommodate that. 

  

"There is really ... no option for a TFR that says, you know, 'OK, everybody 

but the media is OK,'" he said. The managers then worked out wording 

they felt would keep news helicopters out of the controlled zone but not 

impede other air traffic. 

  

The conversations contradict claims by the St. Louis County Police 

Department, which responded to demonstrations following the shooting 

death of 18-year-old Michael Brown, that the restriction was solely for 

safety and had nothing to do with preventing media from witnessing the 

violence or the police response. 

  

Police said at the time, and again as recently as late Friday to the AP, that 

they requested the flight restriction in response to shots fired at a police 

helicopter. 

  

But police officials confirmed there was no damage to their helicopter and 

were unable to provide an incident report on the shooting. On the tapes, 

an FAA manager described the helicopter shooting as unconfirmed 
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"rumors." 

  

The AP obtained the recordings under the U.S. Freedom of Information 

Act. They raise serious questions about whether police were trying to 

suppress aerial images of the demonstrations and the police response by 

violating the constitutional rights of journalists with tacit assistance by 

federal officials. 

  

Such images would have offered an unvarnished view of one of the most 

serious episodes of civil violence in recent memory. 

  

"Any evidence that a no-fly zone was put in place as a pretext to exclude 

the media from covering events in Ferguson is extraordinarily troubling 

and a blatant violation of the press's First Amendment rights," said Lee 

Rowland, an American Civil Liberties Union staff attorney specializing in 

First Amendment issues. 

  

FAA Administrator Michael Huerta said in a statement Sunday his agency 

will always err on the side of safety. "FAA cannot and will never exclusively 

ban media from covering an event of national significance, and media was 

never banned from covering the ongoing events in Ferguson in this case." 

  

Huerta also said that, to the best of the FAA's knowledge, "no media 

outlets objected to any of the restrictions" during the time they were in 

effect. 

  

In the recordings, an FAA manager urged modifying the flight restriction so 

that planes landing at Lambert still could enter the airspace around 

Ferguson. 

  

The less-restrictive change practically served the authorities' intended goal, 

an FAA official said: "A lot of the time the (lesser restriction) just keeps the 

press out, anyways. They don't understand the difference." 

  

The Kansas City FAA manager then asked a St. Louis County police official if 

the restrictions could be lessened so nearby commercial flights wouldn't be 

affected. The new order allows "aircraft on final (approach) there at St. 

Louis. It will still keep news people out. ... The only way people will get in 

there is if they give them permission in there anyway so they, with the 

(lesser restriction), it still keeps all of them out." 

  

"Yeah," replied the police official. "I have no problem with that 

whatsoever." 

  

KMOV-TV News Director Brian Thouvenot told the AP that his station was 

prepared at first to legally challenge the flight restrictions, but was later 

advised that its pilot could fly over the area as long as the helicopter stayed 
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above 3,000 feet. That kept the helicopter and its mounted camera outside 

the restricted zone, although filming from such a distance, he said, was 

"less than ideal." 

  

None of the St. Louis stations was advised that media helicopters could 

enter the airspace even under the lesser restrictions, which under federal 

rules should not have applied to aircraft "carrying properly accredited 

news representatives." The FAA's no-fly notice indicated the area was 

closed to all aircraft except police and planes coming to and from the 

airport. 

  

"Only relief aircraft operations under direction of St. Louis County Police 

Department are authorized in the airspace," it said. "Aircraft landing and 

departing St. Louis Lambert Airport are exempt." 

  

The same day that notice was issued, a county police spokesman publicly 

denied the no-fly zone was to prevent news helicopters from covering the 

events. "We understand that that's the perception that's out there, but it 

truly is for the safety of pilots," Sgt. Brian Schellman told NBC News. 

  

Ferguson police were widely criticized for their response following the 

death of Brown, who was shot by a city police officer, Darren Wilson, on 

Aug. 9. Later, under county police command, several reporters were 

arrested, a TV news crew was tear gassed and some demonstrators were 

told they weren't allowed to film officers. In early October, a federal judge 

said the police violated demonstrators' and news crews' constitutional 

rights. 

  

"Here in the United States of America, police should not be bullying and 

arresting reporters who are just doing their jobs," President Barack Obama 

said Aug. 14, two days after police confided to federal officials the flight 

ban was secretly intended to keep media helicopters out of the area. "The 

local authorities, including police, have a responsibility to be transparent 

and open." 

  

The restricted flight zone initially encompassed airspace in a 3.4-mile 

radius around Ferguson and up to 5,000 feet in altitude, but police agreed 

to reduce it to 3,000 feet after the FAA's command center in Warrenton, 

Virginia, complained to managers in Kansas City that it was impeding traffic 

into St. Louis. 

  

The flight restrictions remained in place until Aug. 22, FAA records show. A 

police captain wanted it extended when officials were set to identify 

Wilson by name as the officer who shot Brown and because Brown's 

funeral would "bring out the emotions," the recordings show. 

  

"We just don't know what to expect," he told the FAA. "We're monitoring 
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that. So, last night we shot a lot of tear gas, we had a lot of shots fired into 

the air again. It did quiet down after midnight, but with that ... we don't 

know when that's going to erupt." 

  

The recordings do not capture early conversations about the initial flight 

restriction imposed a day earlier, but they nonetheless show the FAA still 

approved and modified the flight restriction after the FAA was aware that 

its main intent was to keep the media away. 

  

One FAA official at the agency's command center asked the Kansas City 

manager in charge whether the restrictions were really about safety. "So 

are (the police) protecting aircraft from small-arms fire or something?" he 

asked. "Or do they think they're just going to keep the press out of there, 

which they can't do." 

  

(Shared by Scott Charton, Bob Daugherty) 

  

  

AP distributes style guide for U.S. midterm 

elections 

  

The Associated Press has compiled a list of U.S. political terms, phrases and 

definitions to assist in coverage of the 2014 midterm elections. Election 

terminology, writing with context and cliches to avoid are included. Terms 

and definitions are from the AP Stylebook or based on common usage in 

AP news reports.  

  

CONGRESS  

  

At stake are all 435 House of Representatives seats from 50 states, 

currently with a 234-201 Republican majority. Nonvoting delegates from 

the District of Columbia and U.S. territories will also be elected.  

  

In the 100-member Senate, 36 seats are being contested. Democrats 

currently hold a 53-45 majority. There are two independents.  

  

By gaining six seats in the Senate and holding their majority in the House, 

Republicans would control both houses of Congress in the final two years 

of Democratic President Barrack Obama's term. In the Senate, 60 votes are 

generally needed to block legislation delaying actions, or filibusters, and 67 

votes are needed to override a presidential veto.  

  

Congress, congressional  

Capitalize when referring the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives 

together. The adjective is lowercase unless part of a formal name.  
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congressman, congresswoman  

Not formal titles and spelled lowercase, except as a term of address in a 

direct quotation. Rep. is the preferred title before the name of a U.S. 

House member; Sen. is used before the name of a Senate member.  

  

majority leader, minority leader  

Capitalize as formal legislative title before a name: House Majority Leader 

Kevin McCarthy. Standing alone or following the name, it's lowercase.  

  

political affiliation  

The party of a candidate or officeholder is essential in any election or issue 

story, along with the state: Republican Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina; 

Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C.  

  

GOVERNORS  

  

Among 36 races for governor, Republicans are defending governorships in 

Florida, Iowa, Wisconsin and Ohio and trying to defeat a Democratic 

incumbent in Colorado. The outcomes could provide a trend for the 2016 

presidential election because these five states account for 72 electoral 

votes, or more than a quarter of the total needed to win the White House.  

  

Other key races include Pennsylvania, where a Democratic businessman is 

running to unseat Republican Gov. Tom Corbett, and Georgia, where 

Democratic challenger Jason Carter, the grandson of former President 

Jimmy Carter, faces Gov. Nathan Deal, a Republican.   

  

ELECTION TERMINOLOGY  

  

battleground states  

States where candidates from both major political parties have a 

reasonable chance for victory in a statewide race or presidential vote.  

  

conservative  

Lowercase for a political philosophy, capitalize in a formal name: the 

Conservative Party.  

  

Democrat, Democratic Party  

Both are capitalized. Don't use Democrat Party.  

  

Election Day, election night  

The first is capitalized, the second is lowercase for voting Tuesday, Nov. 4.  

  

fall-off voters  

Those who sit home in nonpresidential years.  

  

fundraiser, fundraising  
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Single words in all uses.  

  

front-runner  

Candidate who leads a political race; the term is hyphenated.  

  

leftist, ultra-leftist  

Avoid these terms in favor of more precise descriptions of political 

leanings.  

  

liberal, liberalism  

Lowercase for a political philosophy, capitalize in a formal name: the 

Liberal Party.  

  

libertarian  

Lowercase for a political philosophy, capitalize in a formal name: the 

Libertarian Party.  

  

majority, plurality  

A majority is more than half the votes cast; a plurality is the largest number 

of votes, but less than a majority.  

  

middle class (n.), middle-class (adj.)  

  

opinion polls and surveys  

Consult the detailed entry in the AP Stylebook -- print and online -- on how 

to use results of public opinion surveys and avoid exaggerating the 

meaning.  

  

PAC, super PAC  

Political action committees raise money for candidates or parties from 

donations by individuals, but not businesses or labor unions. A super PAC 

may raise and spend unlimited amounts of money, including from 

corporations and unions, to support candidates for federal office but must 

operate independently.  

  

policymaker, policymaking  

Both are compounds.  

  

populist  

Supports the rights and power of the common people; advocates 

unorthodox solutions; often critical of establishment politicians and 

political parties.  

  

re-elect, re-election  

Both are hyphenated.  

  

Republican, Republican Party  
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Both terms are capitalized. GOP (Grand Old Party) may also be used.  

  

rightist, ultra-rightist  

Avoid these terms in favor of more precise descriptions of political 

leanings.  

  

tea party  

Lowercase the populist movement that opposes the Washington political 

establishment. Adherents are tea partyers. Formally named groups in the 

movement are capitalized: Tea Party Express.  

  

CLICHES AND ALTERNATIVES  

  

red state  

Republican-leaning  

  

blue state  

Democratic-leaning  

  

horse race  

A closely contested political contest.  

  

messaging  

The candidate's pitch to voters.  

  

war lingo  

Use criticized instead of attacked, or choose a better verb to describe what 

the candidate is doing, i.e., challenging, doubting, etc. Also avoidable: 

launch an assault, take aim, open fire, bombard.  

  

war chest, coffers  

Use campaign bank account or stockpile of money.  

  

white paper  

A document of policy positions distributed by a campaign. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Thanks for the prayers 

  

David Wilkison  (Email) - David sends along thanks to friends after 

complications from an outpatient kidney stone surgery put him into the 

hospital: 

  

Thanks, friends, for all the good thoughts, prayers and words of 

encouragement the past week. My team of doctors let me go home 
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Saturday after two successful transfusions and tests showing that my 

kidney function is improving. I'm told the recovery is not going to be quick, 

and I'm confined to a single floor in the house for the immediate future 

with little movement, but I'm grateful to be back home with my family. I'll 

learn more Wednesday when we regroup with the doctors to discuss a 

formal recovery plan, but thanks again for all the messages and texts. 

  

Kibitzing 

  

Steve Graham - "In 1989, East Germany reopened its border with 

Czechoslovakia, prompting tens of thousands of refugees to flee to the 

West." 

  

Czechoslovakia (the Czechoslovakian Socialist Republic) was not "the West" 

in 1989. The government didn't change until Dec. 29, 1989. 

  

See: http://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB294/essay.htm 

  

I would have written: 

  

"In 1989, East Germany reopened its border with Czechoslovakia, 

prompting tens of thousands of refugees to flee through that country to 

the West." 

  

Kibitzingly ;-} 

  

Steve Graham 

  

-0- 

  

One more Halloween shot 

  

Ed Tobias  - Too late for one more Halloween shot? 
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This is our 4 1/2 month old granddaughter Hayden.  Sweet as honey.  

  

-0- 

  

Our newest AP retiree and Connecting member - Al Behrman 

  

(Al retired as Cincinnati AP photographer after a 32-year career in the 

Queen City. At Connecting's request, he recounts his career.) 

  

Al Behrman  -  

  

It's been a hectic past few days tying up all the loose ends. I was born Sept. 

21, 1949. I started with the AP as a stringer in Indianapolis in 1977 where I 

helped cover the Indianapolis 500, an NCAA Final Four, and the 

homecoming of one of the Iranian hostages among other events. 
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I was hired by the AP as the staff photographer in Cincinnati in the fall of 

1982. Over my 32 years with the AP in Cincinnati I covered many major 

sporting events. Some winter and summer Olympics, World Series, Super 

Bowl, MLB NBA and NFL All Star games, Preakness, Belmont Stakes, 

Breeders Cup, Kentucky Derby, NCAA Final Fours, PGA Championships and 

US Opens, Indianapolis 500's, Cincinnati Tennis, spring training and a whole 

lot of Reds and Bengals games. 

  

I covered the Air Canada plane fire, Home State Savings Bank collapse, Pete 

Rose and Marge Schott being banished from baseball, the Cincinnati riots, 

major trials like Mapplethorpe, Larry Flynt, Donald Harvey, the Pentagon 

during the first Gulf war, President Reagan funeral, and many sightings of 

US Presidents over 32 years with Ohio being a battleground state. 

  

I am still living in Cincinnati. My daughter Alison graduated from the 

University of Kentucky and lives in Atlanta, Georgia, with my two lovely 

granddaughters. My son Brian just finished up his degree requirements at 

the University of Cincinnati and still lives near us in Mariemont, OH. We 

will probably move south at some point to be closer to the 

granddaughters. My wife always told me we could move, it just had to get 

warmer. We will probably putter around the house getting it ready should 

we decide to move and travel a bit. Don't have any definite plans right 

now. 

  

The photo above is one that AP Indianapolis photographer Michael Conroy 

took of me at my last Bengals game. I am proud, the people at AP are the 

greatest. Thanks. 
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Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 
  

 
  

To 

  

Pete Leabo   
  

  

Dena Sattler  

  
  

  

Stories of interest 

  
CNN and Pivit in midterm elections 

  

--CNN partners with new opinion platform Pivit - Per Pivit: "CNN has 

launched a new, real-time political opinion marketplace with Pivit to allow 

their viewers-and the voting public-weigh in on the 2014 Midterm 

elections ... Pivit is the creation of the minds behind Intrade, who have 

reunited and built a real-time opinion marketplace for forecasting on 

everything from sports to politics."  

  

-0- 

  

Journalism, Independent and Not 

  

By DAVID CARR, New York Times: 

  

Last week, I read an interesting article about how smart hardware can 



15

allow users to browse anonymously and thus foil snooping from 

governments. I found it on what looked like a nifty new technology site 

called SugarString. 

  

Oddly enough, while the article mentioned the need for privacy for folks 

like Chinese dissidents, it didn't address the fact that Americans might 

want the same kind of protection. 

  

There's a reason for that, although not a very savory one. At the bottom of 

the piece, there was a graphic saying "Presented by Verizon" followed by 

some teeny type that said "This article was written by an author contracted 

by Verizon." 

   
-0-  

  

CAMP 2014: Jill Abramson 'Unfettered' at JAWS 

  

In a wide-ranging 

interview Saturday, 

former executive editor 

of The New York Times 

Jill Abramson (at left in 

photo) talked about her 

upcoming start-up 

project and said she 

does not spend much 

time dwelling on the 

reason she was fired 

from The New York 

Times. 

  

At a breakfast with about 200 JAWS members and the annual Conference 

and Mentoring Project (CAMP) in La Quinta, California, Abramson said that 

before she was fired by Publisher Arthur Sulzberger Jr., she was in 

discussions with CEO Mark Thompson and Sulzberger about her salary, 

which in 2011 was less than her predecessor's salary in 2004. 

  

Named executive editor of the Times in September 2011, Abramson was 

the first woman to assume that role in the paper's history. She left on May 

14 of this year. She was managing editor of The New York Times, from 

August 2003 until her promotion to executive editor. Looking back, 

Abramson said she wished she'd negotiated her salary at the front end. 

  

-0- 

  

Meet the US news reporter who quit her job live on air... to campaign for 

cannabis legalisation in Alaska  (Latrice Davis) 
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The evening bulletin of Sunday 21 September began like any other at KTVA, 

a local news station in Anchorage. Crime reporter Charlo Greene had 

prepared a report about the Alaska Cannabis Club, a business purporting to 

be the state's "only legal medical marijuana resource", now relevant 

thanks to an impending ballot on whether to legalise recreational weed in 

Alaska. 

  

But as she reached the end of her news package, Ms Greene, who is 26, 

veered off script to reveal that she was in fact the owner of the club, and 

that henceforth she would be dedicating all her time and energy to 

campaigning for marijuana legalisation. As for her job, she added four now-

immortal words: "F*** it, I quit." 

  

-0- 

  

Ta-Nehisi Coates defines a new race beat 

  

He is the most celebrated 

journalist writing about race 

today, and yet Ta-Nehisi 

Coates' ideas are surprisingly 

unoriginal. He would be the 

first to say so. Consider, for 

example, "The Case for 

Reparations," Coates' 16,000-

word cover story for The 

Atlantic, where he is a national 

correspondent. Published 

online in May, it was a close 

look at housing discrimination, 

such as redlining, that was really about the need for America to take a 

brutally honest look in the mirror and acknowledge its deep racial 

divisions.  

  

The story broke a single-day traffic record for a magazine story on The 

Atlantic's website, and in its wake, Politico named him to its list of 50 

thinkers changing American politics. Coates has been on a whirlwind 

speaking tour, from Cleveland to Cornell, where listeners crouched outside 

an open window of the filled-to-capacity auditorium. He broke from the 

circuit only once, for a seven-week retreat to Middlebury College, where 

he spoke only French. The reparations essay has prompted thinkpiece 

upon thinkpiece, either praising or rebutting Coates' case.  

  

How, many marveled, did he take on one of the nation's most politically 

toxic issues and singlehandedly thrust it into the national conversation? 
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Today in History 

  
By The Associated Press 
  

Today is Monday, Nov. 3, the 307th day of 2014. There are 58 days left in 

the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Nov. 3, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson soundly defeated 

Republican Barry Goldwater to win a White House term in his own right. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1839, the first Opium War between China and Britain broke out. 

 

 In 1852, Emperor Meiji of Japan was born in Kyoto. 

 

 In 1903, Panama proclaimed its independence from Colombia. 

 

 In 1911, the Chevrolet Motor Car Co. was founded in Detroit by Louis 

Chevrolet and William C. Durant. (The company was acquired by General 

Motors in 1918.) 

In 1936, President Franklin D. Roosevelt won a landslide election victory 

over Republican challenger Alfred M. "Alf" Landon. 

 

 In 1954, the Japanese monster movie "Godzilla" was released by Toho Co. 

 

 In 1957, the Soviet Union launched Sputnik 2, the second manmade 

satellite, into orbit; on board was a dog named Laika (LY'-kah) who was 

sacrificed in the experiment. 

 

 In 1960, the Meredith Willson musical "The Unsinkable Molly Brown" 

opened on Broadway with Tammy Grimes in the title role. 

 

 In 1970, Salvador Allende (ah-YEN'-day) was inaugurated as president of 

Chile. 

 

 In 1979, five Communist Workers Party members were killed in a clash 

with heavily armed Ku Klux Klansmen and neo-Nazis during an anti-Klan 

protest in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

 

 In 1986, the Iran-Contra affair began to come to light as Ash-Shiraa, a pro-

Syrian Lebanese magazine, first broke the story of U.S. arms sales to Iran. 

 

 In 1994, Susan Smith of Union, South Carolina, was arrested for drowning 
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her two young sons, Michael and Alex, nine days after claiming the children 

had been abducted by a black carjacker. 

  

Ten years ago: President George W. Bush claimed a re-election mandate a 

day after more than 62 million Americans chose him over Democrat John 

Kerry; Kerry conceded defeat in make-or-break Ohio rather than launch a 

legal fight reminiscent of the contentious Florida recount of four years 

earlier. Hamid Karzai (HAH'-mihd KAHR'-zeye) was declared the winner of 

Afghanistan's first-ever presidential election after a three-week probe into 

vote fraud found no grounds to invalidate his triumph. Sgt. Charles Jenkins, 

who'd spent nearly 40 years in North Korea, pleaded guilty to deserting the 

U.S. Army in 1965 (he served 25 days in jail and was discharged). 

  

Five years ago: In the 2009 elections, Chris Christie, a Republican former 

U.S. attorney, unseated New Jersey Democratic Gov. Jon Corzine while in 

Virginia, Republican Bob McDonnell beat Democrat R. Creigh Deeds. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel (AHN'-geh-lah MEHR'-kuhl) marked the 

20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall with a speech to the U.S. 

Congress by exhorting the world to "tear down the walls of today" and 

reach a deal to combat global warming. Actor-comedian Carl Ballantine 

("McHale's Navy") died in Los Angeles at age 92. 

  

One year ago: President Barack Obama stepped into Virginia's 

gubernatorial race, throwing the political weight of the White House 

behind Democrat Terry McAuliffe, who ended up defeating Republican Ken 

Cuccinelli. In a double victory for Kenya, Geoffrey Mutai successfully 

defended his New York City Marathon title and Priscah Jeptoo rallied to 

win the women's race amid heightened security after the Boston Marathon 

bombings. Houston Texans coach Gary Kubiak collapsed from a mini-stroke 

while leaving the field at halftime of a game with the Indianapolis Colts, 

who rallied for a 27-24 victory. Miami Dolphins offensive lineman Richie 

Incognito, accused of bullying fellow player Jonathan Martin, was 

suspended for conduct detrimental to the team. (Incognito missed the final 

eight games of the season before becoming a free agent when his contract 

with Miami expired.) 

  

Today's Birthdays: Actress Peggy McCay is 87. Actress Lois Smith is 84. 

Actress Monica Vitti is 83. Former Massachusetts Gov. Michael S. Dukakis 

is 81. Actor-dancer Ken Berry is 81. Actor Shadoe Stevens is 68. Singer Lulu 

is 66. Comedian-actress Roseanne Barr is 62. Actress Kate Capshaw is 61. 

Comedian Dennis Miller is 61. Actress Kathy Kinney is 61. Singer Adam Ant 

is 60. Actor Dolph Lundgren is 57. Rock musician C.J. Pierce (Drowning 

Pool) is 42. Olympic gold medal figure skater Evgeni Plushenko is 32. 

Actress Julie Berman (TV: "General Hospital") is 31. 

  

Thought for Today: "Among these things but one thing seems certain - 

that nothing certain exists, and that nothing is more pitiable or more 
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presumptuous than man." - Pliny the Elder, Roman scholar. 
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