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Colleagues, 

  

Good Monday morning - and here's to a great week ahead. 

  

Here are stories of interest, 

including in today's "Today 

in History" the 41st 

anniversary of what was 

perhaps the most famous, 

lasting quote ever from an 

Associated Press Managing 

Editors meeting: 
  

In 1973, President Richard 

Nixon told Associated Press managing editors in Orlando, Florida: 

"People have got to know whether or not their president is a crook. Well, 

I'm not a crook." 

If you were there and have a memory to share of that historic moment, 

send it along to Connecting.  

 

 Me, I was just a month or two into my AP career in Albany at the time 
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and probably didn't have a clue what APME was. I was the numerical 

replacement (loved that term!) for Denis Gray when he headed to AP 

Saigon and was hired by Chief of Bureau Ed Staats. Denis and Ed and 

former Albany colleagues Doug Kienitz, Charlie Hanley and Mike 

Hendricks all are now Connecting colleagues. 

 

 Meanwhile, I  know you join me in sending thoughts and prayers to our 

friend and colleague Robert Shaw on the death Friday of his wife of 54 

years, Joyce Lorraine Shaw. 

  

Paul 

  

  

Joyce Shaw, wife of AP's Robert Shaw, 

dies at 73 

  

Our Connecting colleague and friend Robert Shaw (Email) and his family 

are mourning the loss of Joyce Lorraine Shaw, Robert's wife of 54 years, 

who died Friday night at a Little Rock hospital - surrounded by her 

husband, two children, six cherished grandchildren and other members 

of her family. 

  

The funeral will be Wednesday with 

visitation from 9-to-11 a.m., followed 

by a memorial service led by the Rev. 

Robert McDaniel - both visitation and 

memorial service to be at Calvary 

Baptist Church, 5025 Lynch Dr., North 

Little Rock, AR 72117. 

  

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 

that memorial donations be made to 

the Arthritis Foundation,10 Corporate 

Hill Dr. #340, Little Rock, AR 72205, 

Alzheimer's Arkansas, 10411 West 

Markham St., Little Rock, AR 72205,  

and Calvary Baptist Church, 5025 

Lynch Dr., North Little Rock, AR 

72117. 

  

If you would like to drop a note to Robert, his address: 

  

Robert Shaw 

4612 Old Oak Drive 

Little Rock, AR  72223 
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Excerpting from her obituary, written by Robert: 

  

Joyce and Robert met while seniors at North Little Rock High School in 

1959 and were married July 30, 1960.  His pursuit of a college degree 

was her passion and she opted out of college in her freshman year to 

work and help pay the bills. With their first child on the way in 1962, she 

stopped working to become a full time mom and to support them in 

their many activities until they entered college. 

  

And, just as she had varied personal interests, she showed versatility in 

her choice of jobs. Among them were bookkeeper, payroll clerk, data 

processing and, taking advantage of her eye as a talented  artist, a stint 

as a furniture display manager for a Sears department store.  She also 

took college courses in real estate and banking at the behest of her bank 

employer at the time.  She retired in 1995 and liked nothing more than 

entertaining her grandchildren, and later vacationing with her 

growing family - the last a seven-night Caribbean cruise in July. 

   

Joyce's energy and ease of meeting people served her well in 

establishing new households and making new friends as she and Robert 

moved about the country in his jobs - as a newsman, correspondent and 

chief of bureau for The Associated Press - to St. Louis, Little Rock, 

Memphis, Jackson, Miss., Oklahoma City, Indianapolis and Little Rock 

again, the last stop in 1997. 

  

She was a cheerful presence at functions of AP member newspaper 

editors and broadcasters. 

  

Along the way, she served as a volunteer in literacy and other programs 

and received a citation for her help to the Memphis area Red Cross.  She 

was especially happy reading to the elderly and blind as well as serving 

as a tutor in an adult literacy program.  She served as a Cub Scout den 

mother and as a substitute schoolteacher for several years.  A member 

of Calvary Baptist Church in North Little Rock, she relished attending 

Bible study classes for many years. 

   

Joyce had a way of boiling down situations.  One time, for instance, she 

watched from the golf cart as Robert and two friends walked to far 

different parts of the fairway to find their errant tee shots and then 

concluded, "Just because you play together doesn't necessarily mean 

you play together." 

  

In addition to her husband, Joyce is survived by son Robbie Shaw of 

North Little Rock; daughter Erin Moore (Dwight) of Flower Mound, 

Texas; granddaughters Allison Shaw and Madison Shaw of North Little 

Rock and Caitlin Moore, Haley Moore and Ashlyn Moore of Flower 

Mound; grandson Mason Shaw of North Little Rock; and sisters Maxine 
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Scott of Maumelle and Trish Whitaker (Bo) of Conway. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Competing in the inaugural Rocky Balboa Run 

  

 
  

Karen Testa  (Email), AP's East Regional Editor based in Philadelphia, at 

right, took part in the inaugural Rocky Balboa Run, beginning and ending 

Saturday at the Philadelphia Art Museum at the base of the iconic steps. 

There were thousands of runners for the 5k and 10k races. Karen did the 

5k to get home in time for her son's last regular season flag football 

game. She ran it with friend Karrie Moss Borgelt.  Karen's time:  25:58. 

  

-0- 

  

Quite a view from the driveway 
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Connecting colleague Marc Wilson (Email) shared this view from his 

place just outside Loveland, Colorado.  It was a cold, snowy Saturday 

and he speculates these were probably driven down from the nearby 

mountains by cold and snow. 
  

-0- 

  

More on Uranus 

  

Neal Ulevich  (Email)  - Re Saturday Connecting, "There's a lot more 

happening in Uranus than you think": 

  

Some years ago the advent of the revolutionary electronic darkroom 

and  Leaf Desk photo system required that each country be given a 

three letter code for convenient search purposes.  One NY photo editor, 

a serious amateur astronomer, added three letter codes for all planets 

in the solar system, as well as our own moon.  This was at a time space 

exploration was still in a very early stage.  The other worldly codes 

elicited more than a few guffaws in the AP universe and, as I recall, 

lasted only a week.  Still, there was discussion as to which members of 

the AP family would be best suited to open bureaus on very distant 

planets.  The query "Anyone interested in Uranus?"  seemed to arouse 

little interest. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  
Why the Press Is Less Free Today (Carol Riha) 
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In the worldwide movement away from democracy, perhaps the most 

vulnerable institution is the free press, and the most disposable people 

are journalists. If they're doing their job right, they can have few friends 

in powerful places. Journalists become reliably useful to governments, 

corporations, or armed groups only when they betray their calling. They 

seldom even have a base of support within the general public. In some 

places, it's impossible to report the truth without making oneself an 

object of hatred and a target of violence for one sector of society or 

another. 

  

In recent years, reporting the news has become an ever more 

dangerous activity. Between 2002 and 2012, according to the 

Committee to Protect Journalists (C.P.J.), five hundred and six journalists 

were killed worldwide, as opposed to three hundred and ninety in the 

previous decade. Even in the most violent war zones, such as Iraq and 

Syria, the cause of death is most often simple murder, rather than being 

killed while covering combat. One major shift in the years since 

September 11, 2001, has been the erosion of a commonly accepted idea 

of press neutrality. Journalists are now seen by many combatants, 

especially jihadis, as legitimate targets and valuable propaganda tools, 

alive or dead. The best-known cases involve Western reporters, from 

Daniel Pearl to James Foley, but the most endangered journalists are 

ones you've probably never heard of-the newspaper reporter in Tijuana, 

the cameraman in Karachi, the blogger in Tehran. 

  

-0- 

  

The Marshall Project launches to cover criminal justice system 

  

A nonprofit news site The Marshall Project, edited by Bill Keller, is 

launching to cover America's criminal justice system. 

  

A Letter from Our Editor  -  

  

In March I left The New York Times after 30 years there as a reporter, 

editor and columnist to help launch something new ... 

  

The Marshall Project is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news organization 

founded on two simple ideas: 

  

1) There is a pressing national need for high-quality journalism about 

the American criminal justice system. The U.S. incarcerates more people 

than any country in the world. Spiraling costs, inhumane prison 

conditions, controversial drug laws, and concerns about systemic racial 

bias have contributed to a growing bipartisan consensus that our 

criminal justice system is in desperate need of reform. 
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The recent disruption in traditional media means that fewer institutions 

have the resources to take on complex issues such as criminal justice. 

The Marshall Project stands out against this landscape by investing in 

journalism on all aspects of our justice system. Our work will be shaped 

by accuracy, fairness, independence, and impartiality, with an emphasis 

on stories that have been under-reported or misunderstood. We will 

partner with a broad array of media organizations to magnify our 

message, and our innovative website will serve as a dynamic hub for the 

most significant news and comment from the world of criminal justice. 

  

2) With the growing awareness of the system's failings, now is an 

opportune moment to amplify the national conversation about criminal 

justice. 

  

We believe that storytelling can be a powerful agent of social change. 

Our mission is to raise public awareness around issues of criminal justice 

and the possibility for reform. But while we are nonpartisan, we are not 

neutral. Our hope is that by bringing transparency to the systemic 

problems that plague our courts and prisons, we can help stimulate a 

national conversation about how best to reform our system of crime 

and punishment. 

  

-0- 

  

Bonfire of the Inanities 

  

 

  

The story arrived in November 

of 1992-more than a year after 

the video for Nirvana's "Smells 

Like Teen Spirit" premiered on 

MTV's "120 Minutes." It was 

nine months after the Toronto 

Star asked: "Why is Seattle the 

rock capital of the world?" It was two months after the St. Petersburg 

Times told everyone's grandparents that "the scene is dead." That's the 

moment that the New York Times finally went big on grunge-a trend 

that reporter Rick Marin called "a musical genre, a fashion statement, a 

pop phenomenon." 

  

In "Grunge: A Success Story," Marin summed it all up: 

  

This generation of greasy Caucasian youths in ripped jeans, untucked 

flannel and stomping boots spent their formative years watching 

television, inhaling beer or pot, listening to old Black Sabbath albums 

and dreaming of the day they would trade in their air guitars for the real 

thing, so that they, too, could become famous rock-and-roll heroes. 
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Today in History 
  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Monday, Nov. 17, the 321st day of 2014. There are 44 days 

left in the year. 

Today's Highlight in History: 

On Nov. 17, 1889, the Union Pacific Railroad Co. began direct, daily 

railroad service between Chicago and Portland, Oregon, as well as 

Chicago and San Francisco. 

On this date: 

In 1558, Elizabeth I acceded to the English throne upon the death of 

Queen Mary. 

In 1800, Congress held its first session in Washington in the partially 

completed Capitol building. 

In 1869, the Suez Canal opened in Egypt. 

In 1917, French sculptor Auguste Rodin (roh-DAN') died in Meudon at 

age 77. 

In 1934, Lyndon Baines Johnson married Claudia Alta Taylor, better 

known as Lady Bird, in San Antonio, Texas. 

In 1947, President Harry S. Truman, in an address to a special session of 

Congress, called for emergency aid to Austria, Italy and France. (The aid 

was approved the following month.) 

In 1968, NBC outraged football fans by cutting away from the closing 

minutes of a New York Jets-Oakland Raiders game to begin the TV 

special "Heidi" on schedule. (After being taken off the air, the Raiders 

came from behind to beat the Jets, 43-32.) 

In 1973, President Richard Nixon told Associated Press managing editors 

in Orlando, Florida: "People have got to know whether or not their 

president is a crook. Well, I'm not a crook." 

In 1979, Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini ordered the release of 13 black 

and/or female American hostages being held at the U.S. Embassy in 

Tehran. 

In 1987, a federal jury in Denver convicted two white supremacists of 

civil rights violations in the 1984 slaying of radio talk show host Alan 

Berg. (Both men later died in prison.) 

In 1989, the Walt Disney animated feature "The Little Mermaid" opened 

in wide release. 
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In 1994, the Andrew Lloyd Webber musical "Sunset Boulevard" opened 

on Broadway with Glenn Close as faded movie star Norma Desmond. 

Ten years ago: It was announced that Kmart was acquiring Sears in a 

surprise $11 billion deal. In Washington state, officials said Republican 

gubernatorial candidate Dino Rossi led Democratic opponent Christine 

Gregoire by only 261 votes. (After three counts of the ballots, Gregoire 

was declared the winner by just 129 votes out of 2.9 million cast.) 

Five years ago: President Barack Obama held formal, closed-door talks 

in Beijing with Chinese President Hu Jintao. Sarah Palin's autobiography 

"Going Rogue" was released; 1 million copies sold in less than two 

weeks. 

One year ago: Intense thunderstorms and tornadoes swept across the 

Midwest, causing extensive damage in several central Illinois 

communities, killing more than half a dozen people. A Tatarstan Airlines 

Boeing 737 crashed 450 miles east of Moscow, killing all 50 people on 

board. Doris Lessing 94, an independent and often irascible author who 

won the Nobel Prize in 2007, died in London. 

Today's Birthdays: Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., is 80. Rock musician Gerry 

McGee (The Ventures) is 77. Singer Gordon Lightfoot is 76. Singer-

songwriter Bob Gaudio is 73. Movie director Martin Scorsese (skor-SEH'-

see) is 72. Actress Lauren Hutton is 71. Actor-director Danny DeVito is 

70. "Saturday Night Live" producer Lorne Michaels is 70. Baseball Hall-

of-Famer Tom Seaver is 70. Movie director Roland Joffe is 69. Former 

Democratic National Chairman Howard Dean is 66. House Speaker John 

Boehner (BAY'-nur) is 65. Actor Stephen Root is 63. Rock musician Jim 

Babjak (The Smithereens) is 57. Actress Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio is 

56. Actor William Moses is 55. Entertainer RuPaul is 54. Actor Dylan 

Walsh is 51. National Security Adviser Susan Rice is 50. Actress Sophie 

Marceau is 48. Actress-model Daisy Fuentes is 48. Rhythm-and-blues 

singer Ronnie DeVoe (New Edition; Bell Biv DeVoe) is 47. Rock musician 

Ben Wilson (Blues Traveler) is 47. Actor David Ramsey is 43. Actor 

Leonard Roberts is 42. Actress Leslie Bibb is 41. Actor Brandon Call is 38. 

Country singer Aaron Lines is 37. Actress Rachel McAdams is 36. Rock 

musician Isaac Hanson (Hanson) is 34. Actor Justin Cooper is 26. 

Musician Reid Perry (The Band Perry) is 26. Actress Raquel Castro is 20. 

 

 Thought for Today: "The upper classes are merely a nation's past; the 

middle class is its future." - Ayn Rand, Russian-American author (1905-

1982). 

  
 

Paul Stevens 

Connecting newsletter 

stevenspl@live.com 
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