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Colleagues, 

  

Good Thursday morning. 

  

AP's retiree ranks will add another to the fold when Matt Yancey, the longtime AP 

Congress news editor, retires after a 40-year career. 

  

For much of the last 10 years, he has been AP's news 

editor for coverage of Congress. He started as a 

reporter in West Virginia and also covered labor and 

politics for the AP. His wife, Jeannine Aversa, was a 

telecommunications reporter for the AP for many 

years, before taking a job with the government.  Matt 

and Jeannine will remain in the Washington area.  

  

A retirement party will be held this coming Monday, 

Nov. 24, at 2 p.m. in the Washington bureau, 1100 13 

St NW. Chief of Bureau Sally Buzbee said anyone in the area is welcome to attend. 

And, if you wish to send in a remembrance of working with Matt, please direct your 

email to Sally at sbuzbee@ap.org 

 

 Here are stories of interest, including an AP exclusive relating to the soon-to-be-

released decision by a grand jury on the Ferguson, Missouri, shooting. 
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Paul 

  

Full Cosby Exchange With AP on Allegations 
  
With sexual assault allegations gaining increasing attention, The Associated Press 

reviewed an on camera interview with Bill Cosby earlier this month and made the 

decision to publish his full reaction to questions about the claims. Click here for the 

video. 
  
And for the latest AP story on Cosby, click here. 
  
Relevant to the video in this story: 

  
When the AP interviewed Cosby, on Nov. 

6, the story involved long-circulated 

accusations from several women and 

recent criticism from comedian Hannibal 

Buress. Cosby declined to comment, 

saying "We don't answer that." 
  
The AP mentioned the allegations and 

Cosby's decision not to comment at the 

end of its story, which, like the interview, 

was primarily about his loan of more than 

50 artworks to the Washington museum. 
  
Since then, two women have come forward publicly to accuse him of sexual assault, 

Netflix, TV Land and NBC cut ties and an appearance on "The Late Show With David 

Letterman" was canceled. In recent days, as the allegations gained increasing 

attention, AP went back through the full video of the Nov. 6 interview and decided 

to publish Cosby's full reaction to questions about the claims. 
  
The AP was among a handful of news organizations granted interviews with Cosby in 

connection with the art exhibition. After his initial refusal to comment - as the 

interview was winding down but with the camera still running and Cosby wearing a 

lapel microphone - the comedian asked the AP to not use the brief on-camera 

refusal to comment he had just made about the allegations. "And I would appreciate 

it if it was scuttled," he said. 
  
The interview was on the record. The AP had made no agreement to avoid questions 

about the allegations or to withhold publishing any of his comments at any time. 

 (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 
  

AP's Jesse Washington to join ESPN 
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Veteran AP writer and editor Jesse Washington is among three who will join the 

editorial team for Jason Whitlock's soon-to-launch ESPN site that will provide in-

depth coverage, commentary and insight on sports, race and culture directed 

towards the African-American audience. 

  

Washington joins the project as a senior writer, 

based on the East Coast. Danielle Cadet, a former 

writer/editor for "The Huffington Post Black 

Voices," will be a senior editor for the site, based in 

Los Angeles, Calif. Ryan Cortes will be based in Los 

Angeles as a staff writer. 

  

"Jesse, Danielle and Ryan represent the diversity of 

perspective, experience and background it will take 

to cover the intersection of sports, race and culture in an impactful, thoughtful and 

fair way," said Whitlock, the site's founder and editor-in-chief. "I'm honored they've 

joined us on this important journey." 

  

Washington joins ESPN from the Associated Press where he has been the national 

writer on race and ethnicity since July 2008. Previously, he held several positions as 

AP's entertainment editor, editor in chief of Blaze magazine, and managing editor of 

Vibe magazine. 

  

A Yale University graduate with a bachelor of arts degree in English, Washington is 

author of "Black Will Shoot," a novel about the hip-hop culture. 

 

 Washington joined the AP in Detroit in 1992 and transferred to its national editing 

desk in New York the next year. He also served as assistant bureau chief in the AP's 

New York City bureau before leaving in 1997 for Vibe. Washington, a native of New 

York City, graduated from Yale in 1992. 

  

Cadet joins Whitlock's ESPN project from "The Huffington Post Black Voices" where 

she led the site's breaking news coverage of several national stories, including the 

Trayvon Martin murder case in Florida and the fatal shooting of Michael Brown by a 

police officer and its resultant civil protests in Ferguson, Mo. 

  

Cadet holds bachelor and master's degrees from the Northwestern University's 

Medill School of Journalism. She was named on Ebony.com's list of "8 Dynamic Black 

Women Editors in New Media" in March 2013. 

  

Cortes joins ESPN after contributing to several media outlets, including the 

"Broward New Times" in South Florida, Lifestyle Magazine group, Life Publications 

and others. He is multimedia journalism graduate of Florida Atlantic University and 

was named the Florida College Press Association's 2012 College Journalist of the 

Year. 

  

AP:  Records reveal divide on Ferguson police 
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tactics  

  
By David Lieb 

The Associated Press 

  
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) - Newly 

released emails, sent to and from 

Missouri's top public-safety officials, 

show that the state police captain 

placed in charge of security in Ferguson 

after Michael Brown's death was both 

vilified and praised for attempting to 

replace authorities' militarized 

approach with one more sympathetic 

to protesters. 

  

The emails, obtained by The Associated 

Press through an open-records request, also show that police tried to find a way to 

protect members of the clergy who were in the protest crowds, and that some 

officers objected to an order to take their meal breaks in public. 

  

The messages offer a small window into the inner workings of Missouri law-

enforcement agencies as they tried to quell the tensions that arose following the 

fatal shooting of the black 18-year-old by white police officer Darren Wilson. The 

records also illustrate one of the many challenges authorities could face if new 

protests develop - how to walk a fine line between providing public empathy and 

security. 

  

There is no specific date for a grand jury decision to be announced on whether to 

charge Wilson. But anticipation has been mounting because St. Louis County 

Prosecutor Bob McCulloch has said previously that he expects a decision by mid-to-

late November. 

  

Click here to read more. 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Long-ago headquarters for AP's Washington bureau 
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Dan Day  (Email) - A colleague at work spotted on a friend's Facebook feed this 

marvelous undated schematic diagram of The Washington Star building, where the 

AP bureau was located on the second floor, left-hand side. 

  

I thought it might be worth including in Connections. I know that Dave Tomlin 

worked at the WX Star early in his career, although that was probably many years 

after this diagram was drawn. 

  

Today, the AP Washington bureau is located at 1100 13th St. NW, in the Logan Circle 

neighborhood. 

  

-0- 

  

Copyright "Connecting" - sure! 
  

Peggy Walsh  (Email) - Finally got around to the last couple of Connecting.  I loved 

your piece on its history and I hope everyone appreciates what you're doing.  Also 

the musing on AP as a copyright.  Maybe you should copyright "Connecting".  Then if 

someone uses it, you could add to your generous AP pension!!   

  

-0- 

  

Dressed for the occasion 
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AP Chicago photographer Charles Rex Arbogast at Archbishop Blase Cupich's 

installation as the ninth archbishop of Chicago on Tuesday at Holy Name Cathedral. 

(Photo by Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune)  Charlie recently celebrated his 25th 

anniversary with the AP. 

  
  

Welcome to Connecting 
 

   
 

   

Jesse Washington  (Email) 
  

Terri Colby  (Email) - worked for AP in Little Rock, as correspondent in 

Centralia, Illinois, and as a statehouse reporter in Springfield, Illinois, from 1980-

89. 

  

  

Brian Schwaner  (Email) 
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Stories of interest 

  

  

Lessons from Ferguson: Get a portable charger, know your limits and look up from 

your phone 

  

Many journalists in St. Louis, and those traveling there, are covering the continuing 

story of what happened in Ferguson since August with the shooting death of 

teenager Michael Brown by police officer Darren Wilson. In August, Poynter spoke 

with journalists at several news organizations about how they were telling the 

evolving story.  

  

This week and last, I spoke with some St. Louis journalists (from different 

organizations and who have different roles) about how they're telling the story of 

what comes next in Ferguson.  

  

-0- 

  

War journalists 'being targeted and silenced', says Rory Peck Trust chief 

  

Freelance journalists are "being targeted and silenced more than ever" in warzones, 

according to the director of the organisation responsible for the Rory Peck awards, 

which celebrate their work. 

  

Tina Carr, director of the Rory Peck Trust, was speaking on Wednesday evening as 

the winners of the 2014 awards were announced at an event in London. 

  

Carr said: "This year's Rory Peck awards winners and finalists have produced work of 

the highest quality at a time when freelancers are being targeted and silenced more 

than ever - a testament to their sheer determination, skill and desire to bear witness 

and uncover otherwise untold stories." 

  

-0- 

  

Reuters To Cut Jobs Despite Budget 

Increase 

  

More layoffs are coming to Reuters, 

editor in chief Steve Adler said in a 

memo to staff today.  

  

Adler said that the news organization's 

budget would be 1% larger in 2015, "It's 

not big enough, however, both to cover 



8

inflation and to fund the growth initiatives that are vital to our future success," 

Adler said. 

  

Adler said that the tight budget will mean further reorganization of the newsroom. 

"Staff members in areas that we are reducing will find opportunities in services that 

we are launching or expanding," Adler said. "In some other instances, though, the 

moves will result in job cuts, a course of action that I know will be extremely difficult 

for those involved." 

  

An October draft of a Thomson Reuters cost-cutting plan, obtained by BuzzFeed 

News, said 111 positions would be eliminated. A source familiar with the plan said 

there would be no more than 55 job losses in the editorial side of the company 

  

AND 

  

Media critic Jack Shafer leaves Reuters 

  

Media critic Jack Shafer is leaving his job at Reuters, he announced Wednesday 

evening. 

  

The announcement appears to be among the final gasps of a Web strategy that 

started a few years back with great optimism. In April 2011, Reuters exec Chrystia 

Freeland was named editor of Reuters Digital and proceeded to stock the outlet 

with big-name opinionators. In addition to Shafer, there was David Rohde, David Cay 

Johnston (both previously with the New York Times) and Larry Summers - an 

aggressive expansion well documented in this BuzzFeed piece. 

  

-0- 

  

Topeka media law attorney Mike Merriam honored 

  

The Kansas Sunshine Coalition for Open Government has named Topeka media law 

attorney Mike Merriam  (Email) as recipient of the Coalition's "Above and Beyond 

Award" for Merriam's career-long contributions to promoting and defending open 

government. Merriam has been called on over the years to do legal work in Kansas 

on behalf of the AP. 

  

The award will be presented at 1:30 p.m. Friday in the 

auditorium on the first floor of the Kansas Statehouse. 

  

Ron Keefover, Coalition president, said the Sunshine 

Coalition Board of Directors voted unanimously to bestow 

the 2014 award to Merriam based on his 35-plus years of 

innumerable presentations, consultations, lobbying, and 

other outreach efforts designed to open government 

records and meetings, many of which were done at no 

charge on behalf members of the Coalition and media 
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outlets that had been denied access to government in Kansas. 

  

Sunshine Coalition board members, including Doug Anstaett, executive director of 

the Kansas Press Association, and Kent Cornish, president of the Kansas Association 

of Broadcasters, are among officials who will preside at Friday's brief awards 

ceremony. 

  

"Said simply, Mike Merriam has been one of the newspaper and broadcast 

industry's greatest and most consistent champions these past three decades, never 

accepting less than total compliance with the open records and open meetings laws 

of Kansas," Keefover said. 

  

-0- 

  

Journalism has a plagiarism problem. But it's not the one you'd expect 

  

Some of Fareed Zakaria's past and present publications are finally facing the music, 

even though they won't acknowledge what it sounds like. 

  

Plagiarism accusations have dogged the CNN 

host and Washington Post columnist for years, 

though the drumbeat has crescendoed in 

recent months. 

  

Corrections and apologies have been added to 

a wide array of his previous work. But Zakaria 

appears in no danger of losing his prestigious 

jobs. 

  

Outcry within the journalistic community, meanwhile, has been unexpectedly mute, 

with many discussions focused on the semantic question of whether Zakaria's 

mistakes constitute what some news organizations consider an unforgivable sin. 

  

Zakaria's high-profile case underlines the media's long struggle with plagiarism - just 

not the struggle you'd expect. A review of examples from the past quarter-century 

shows that journalists have continuously grappled not only with the definition of 

plagiarism, but also how to respond to it. 

  

Punishment has been consistently inconsistent. And opinions vary on whether such 

sinners should be allowed back in the church. All of this comes as digital journalism 

continues to redraw the boundaries of originality, and the ease with which 

plagiarism is spotted continues to grow. 

  

-0- 

  

5 Ways to Build Listening for Newsrooms and Communities 
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In 2002 NPR's vice president for diversity, then a faculty member at the Poynter 

Institute, described an idea he called "The Listening Post." 

 

  

"Journalists interested in telling more of a community's 'truth' need to establish 

listening posts in the places that fall outside the routine of journalism," he wrote. 

"They have to leave the office, the neighborhood, maybe even the comfort of 

personal likes and dislikes in order to make this happen." 

  

More than 10 years later, Internews and local New Orleans public radio station 

WWNO launched a project with the same name and built on some of the shared 

values. The New Orleans Listening Post combines digital recording stations across 

the community with text messages and online engagement to "establish a two-way 

conversation with the citizens of New Orleans" where they can both contribute 

ideas and commentary to the newsroom and also receive news and information 

about their community. Internews and WWNO partners with Groundsource for the 

project which is building a mobile first, text message based platform for listening. 

  

-0- 

  

Jennifer Preston on leaving The New York Times, joining the Knight Foundation, 

and spurring innovation in newsrooms 

  

Jennifer Preston has plenty of experience in the journalism 

business: "I've worked as a city hall bureau chief, a 

circulation marketing manager, a deputy metro editor, a 

senior newsroom manager. I ran news administration for 

the office of the executive editor," she told me. 

  

Preston was a political reporter, editor, and manager at The 

New York Times, but she might be best known as the 

paper's first social media editor, a role she began in 2009 to 

help get the Times up to speed in how it used Twitter and 

Facebook in all facets of its reporting. It was unfamiliar 

territory, but the goals for using emerging social platforms were relatively 

straightforward: "The reason why it worked was I focused on why and how social 

media was relevant to the journalism - how it was relevant to reporting," she said.  

  

Now after almost 20 years at the Times, Preston is moving on to a different 

challenge as the new vice president for journalism at the Knight Foundation. 

 

  

Preston will lead a team tasked with finding ways to encourage newsrooms to 

experiment with new tools and new forms for storytelling. (Full disclosure: Knight 

Foundation is a funder of Nieman Lab.) 

  

-0- 
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$1 Million Gift to MU to Support Community Journalism 

  

COLUMBIA, Mo. - Walter B. Potter Jr., a resident of Falls Church, Va., has committed 

$1 million to the University of Missouri School of Journalism to supplement the 

Walter B. Potter Fund for Innovation in Local Journalism, established in 2010. The 

endowment supports teaching and research centered on journalism that serves 

small communities, such as towns in rural areas or individual neighborhoods in 

larger urban areas. Potter says his gift is in honor of his late father, Walter Sr., and is 

motivated by his career as a journalist as well as his positive experiences as a 

graduate student at MU. 

  

AP Beat of the Week 

  

Each week, it seems there's a new report of a cyberattack on retailers, insurers and 

financial institutions. But San Francisco-based National Writer Martha Mendoza  set 

out to answer this question: How effectively is the federal government responding 

to cyberthreats?  

  

Her meticulous analysis helped show how federal employees and contractors often 

unwittingly undermine the government's efforts to safeguard sensitive information. 

Months of digging into data, gaining entry to a federal cybersecurity monitoring 

center and even interviewing a notorious hacker produced an eye-opening package 

of stories that win this week's Beat of the Week.   

  

Mendoza filed detailed FOIAs with more than a dozen agencies. Once-secret 

documents provided rich examples of how attackers easily find their way inside 

government computers: an Education department analyst clicks on what appears to 

be an email from human resources, a Homeland Security officer leaves his phone in 

a cab, a Pentagon staffer opens an infected Serena Williams video. 

            

While the FOIA quest ran its course, Mendoza interviewed former hackers and 

cybersecurity experts at the Black Hat hacking convention in Las Vegas and began 

digging into obscure government budgets and reports. She wrangled rare peeks 

inside classified government cybersecurity centers only after promising not to 

disclose their precise locations in Washington Beltway office parks. 

  

The AP's were "the first images of the inside of this place to go public," a public 

affairs officer told her. 

  

And she found victims. Distraught and frustrated, Robert Curtis - himself a former 

government cybersecurity  expert - said that after his data was stolen through a 

Defense Department contractor, criminals had tried to get cash, loans, credit, 

emergency funds, even establish businesses in his name. His credit union once 

transferred $32,500 out of his account (he got it back). He and his wife have 

changed their telephones, their Internet service, they've rented P.O. boxes, frozen 

bank and credit accounts and sent untold registered letters. 
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After weeks of snail mail and email correspondence, Mendoza was granted an 

interview with a federal prisoner once considered the nation's top cybercriminal. 

The warden allowed her in with a pen and notebook but no recorder or camera, 

citing security concerns. Toward the end of two hours, Jeremy Hammond was 

starting to sweat and look really nervous. Mendoza asked if he was OK. "I've really 

got to piss," he said. The guards told him he was not allowed to use the restroom 

until the interview was over. Trying to hurry it up for him, she asked how he thinks 

the FBI got into his own computer.  

  

"My password was really weak." 

  

What was his password?  

  

"The name of my cat," he said, looking down at his hands. "It was Chewy. Chewy 

123." 

  

That delicious detail from Mendoza's story -- the great hacker had created a 

password using his pet and the numbers 1,2,3! -- was cited in more than a dozen 

separate blogs, including Slate and ArsTechnica, and was tweeted in French, 

German, Spanish, Japanese, Italian, Thai and more.  

  

Responding to repeated queries, the Department of Homeland Security defined for 

Mendoza  what types of reported cyberincidents could be categorized as human 

error. Using those definitions she did her own statistical analysis _ meticulously 

backchecked by editor Raghu Vadarevu _  to show more than half of reported 

federal breaches are due to human mistakes. 

            

This relentless detail helped her story garner dozens of front pages and sparked a 

flurry of disbelief. Two U.S. senators asked her work to support a bill to require the 

government to promptly report breaches.  

  

For meticulous enterprise that produced a deep, engaging - and news-breaking - 

picture of the federal government's struggle to fend off cyberattacks, Mendoza wins 

this week's $500 prize. 

 

  

  (Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Thursday, Nov. 20, the 324th day of 2014. There are 41 days left in the 

year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: On Nov. 20, 1789, New Jersey became the first state to 
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ratify the Bill of Rights. 

  

On this date:  

  

In 1620, Peregrine White was born aboard the Mayflower in Massachusetts Bay; he 

was the first child born of English parents in present-day New England. 

  

In 1910, the Mexican Revolution of 1910 had its beginnings under the Plan of San 

Luis Potosi issued by Francisco I. Madero. 

  

In 1929, the radio program "The Rise of the Goldbergs" debuted on the NBC Blue 

Network. 

  

In 1947, Britain's future queen, Princess Elizabeth, married Philip Mountbatten, 

Duke of Edinburgh, at Westminster Abbey. 

  

In 1959, the United Nations issued its Declaration of the Rights of the Child. 

  

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy held a news conference in which he announced 

the end of the naval quarantine of Cuba imposed during the missile crisis, and the 

signing of an executive order prohibiting discrimination in federal housing facilities. 

  

In 1967, the U.S. Census Bureau's Population Clock at the Commerce Department 

ticked past 200 million. 

  

In 1969, the Nixon administration announced a halt to residential use of the 

pesticide DDT as part of a total phaseout. A group of American Indian activists began 

a 19-month occupation of Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay. 

  

In 1975, after nearly four decades of absolute rule, Spain's General Francisco Franco 

died, two weeks before his 83rd birthday. 

  

In 1984, pop star Michael Jackson was inducted into the Hollywood Walk of Fame 

with the unveiling of his star in front of a horde of screaming fans. 

  

In 1992, fire seriously damaged Windsor Castle. 

  

In 2003, Michael Jackson was booked on suspicion of child molestation in Santa 

Barbara, California. (Jackson was later acquitted at trial.) Record producer Phil 

Spector was charged with murder in the shooting death of actress Lana Clarkson at 

his home in Alhambra, California, in Feb. 2003. (Spector's first trial ended with a 

hung jury in 2007; he was convicted of second-degree murder in 2009 and 

sentenced to 19 years to life in prison.) 

  

Ten years ago: Republicans whisked a $388 billion spending bill through the House 

by a bipartisan 344-51 margin. Palestinians formally opened the campaign for a 

successor to Yasser Arafat. Scientist Ancel Keys, who invented the K rations eaten by 
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soldiers in World War II and who linked high cholesterol and fatty diets to heart 

disease, died in Minneapolis at age 100. 

  

Five years ago: Scientists in Geneva restarted the Large Hadron Collider, the world's 

largest atom smasher, after a year of repairs. A Chinese national killed four people 

and wounded nine in a shooting rampage on the Pacific island of Saipan before 

taking his own life. Holding back tears, Oprah Winfrey told her studio audience that 

she would end her talk show in 2011 after a quarter-century on the air. 

One year ago: Secretary of State John Kerry said the U.S. and Afghanistan had 

agreed on the language of a bilateral security pact that would clear the way for 

thousands of U.S troops to train and assist Afghan forces after the NATO combat 

mission ended in 2014. Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn signed legislation allowing same-sex 

weddings in his state. 

  

Today's Birthdays: Actress-comedian Kaye Ballard is 89. Actress Estelle Parsons is 87. 

Comedian Dick Smothers is 76. Singer Norman Greenbaum is 72. Vice President Joe 

Biden is 72. Actress Veronica Hamel is 71. Broadcast journalist Judy Woodruff is 68. 

Actor Samuel E. Wright is 68. Singer Joe Walsh is 67. Actor Richard Masur is 66. 

Opera singer Barbara Hendricks is 66. Actress Bo Derek is 58. Former NFL player 

Mark Gastineau is 58. Reggae musician Jim Brown (UB40) is 57. Actress Sean Young 

is 55. Pianist Jim Brickman is 53. Rock musician Todd Nance (Widespread Panic) is 

52. Actress Ming-Na is 51. Actor Ned Vaughn is 50. Rapper Mike D (The Beastie 

Boys) is 49. Rapper Sen Dog (Cypress Hill) is 49. Actress Callie Thorne is 45. Actress 

Sabrina Lloyd is 44. Actor Joel McHale is 43. Actress Marisa Ryan is 40. Country 

singer Dierks (duhkrs) Bentley is 39. Actor Joshua Gomez is 39. Actress Laura Harris 

is 38. Olympic gold medal gymnast Dominique Dawes is 38. Country singer Josh 

Turner is 37. Actress Nadine Velazquez is 36. Actress Andrea Riseborough is 33. 

Actor Dan Byrd is 29. Actress Ashley Fink (TV: "Glee") is 28. Rock musician Jared 

Followill (Kings of Leon) is 28. Actor Cody Linley is 25. Pop musician Michael Clifford 

(5 Seconds to Summer) is 19. 

  

Thought for Today: "There is no greatness where there is not simplicity." - Leo 

Tolstoy, Russian author (1828-1910). 
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