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Colleagues, 

  

Good Saturday morning. 

  

The AP announced on Friday that Dwayne Desaulniers will become Director of Local 

Media for New England, based in Boston. Dwayne succeeds Bill Kole, who had held 

the title of Chief of Bureau before he moved to the post of news editor for New 

England. 

  

Speaking as someone who had the pleasure of working with Dwayne during my days 

as Central Region vice president, I believe it was a great move by AP to bring him 

back to the company. 

  

NOTE:  Some of you reported not receiving Thursday's Connecting, which contained 

stories of interest that included Jesse Washington leaving AP to join a new ESPN 

program. If you did not receive and would like to see it, send me an email - 

stevenspl@live.com 

  

Paul 

  

   

Desaulniers named New England media director 
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BOSTON (AP) - Dwayne Desaulniers, a former business and technology director for 

The Associated Press, has been named the news cooperative's Director of Local 

Media for New England.  

  

The appointment was announced Friday by Eva Parziale, AP's Regional Director-East. 

  

"Dwayne brings a great mix of news, technology 

and entrepreneurial experience to our New 

England market, as well as an in-depth 

understanding of AP services and our mission to 

inform the world," Parziale said. "We're looking 

forward to having him join us again." 

  

Desaulniers, 48, will be based in Boston, where he 

will oversee AP's relationships with its newspaper 

and broadcast members in Connecticut, Maine, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 

Vermont. He also will be responsible for 

identifying new customers for AP news content 

and services.  

  

Desaulniers will report to Parziale and Michael 

Fabiano, Director of Local Broadcast Markets.  

  

"Dwayne is very forward-thinking and has a sense of how to use digital content 

across platforms, which is of significant interest to our members and customers," 

Fabiano said.  

  

Desaulniers joined AP in 2005 and held a variety positions in AP's business and 

technology departments. He was instrumental in the launch of AP Exchange, the 

cooperative's news distribution platform, and in converting AP from satellite to web-

based delivery. Desaulniers and his colleagues were recognized with the AP 

Chairman's Prize for their innovative work in content delivery.  

  

He left AP in 2012 to become director of product management at WebMD, and went 

on to open a human resources practice supporting the growth of small- and 

medium-sized businesses in his home state of New Jersey.  

  

Desaulniers also has been director of business development for The Canadian Press 

and general manager for a group of portals in Canada. He started his career in 1989 

as a reporter with Standard Broadcasting, eventually reporting from 13 countries 

and becoming parliamentary bureau chief for the Canadian network, winning two 

RTNDA awards during his tenure.  

  

Desaulniers holds an MBA from Athabasca University in Alberta, Canada, and is a 

graduate of Concordia University in Montreal.  
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Desaulniers succeeds William J. Kole, now news editor for AP in New England.  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

'You're a reporter. You've got to hear this.' 
  

Larry Knutson  (Email) -  Your recent series of memorable dates (Berlin Wall, etc) 

reminded me of the lasting significance of Nov. 22, 1963, and caused this memory to 

surface. I was working at the time for City News Bureau and would be hired in 1965 

at AP Chicago, the opening of a 37-year career, most of it in Washington. As I say, I 

talked to John Kennedy briefly after an appearance at the University of Wisconsin in 

1958 or 1959 when the senator from Massachusetts was testing the presidential 

waters.  

  

Coincidentally, the White House Historical Association chose a color photograph of 

Kennedy at the tiller of a sailboat as the cover illustration of my book, "Away From 

the White House, Presidential Escapes, Retreats and Vacations," which has just gone 

into its second printing. The book, an exploration of the leisure pursuits of the 

nation's chief executives outside the seat of government, is published by the White 

House Historical Association, which was founded by first lady Jacqueline Kennedy in 

1961. It was published in late summer. I recently signed copies at the annual Book 

Fest of the National Press Club. Other signings are set next month at the University 

Club of Washington D.C. and the White House Victors Center. Click here for a link to 

the book. 

  

My memory: 

  

A hand gripped my shoulder. A woman's voice said, "You're a reporter, You've got to 

hear this. Follow me." 

  

It was a little after one in the afternoon, CST on Nov. 22, 1963. I was two months 

into a reporter's job at City News Bureau of Chicago. My assignment on this 

afternoon was routine but just a bit grim: Stop by the Cook County Morgue in 

Chicago's near west side and check out Coroners Cases, each a temporarily 

unexplained and potentially suspicious death. My next stop would be Maxwell 

Homicide, a police division headquarters a short walk away. 

  

We hurried up a flight of stairs and into a large second-floor workspace. A radio with 

a cracked plastic case sat on a window table. An announcer's voice filled the room 

with terse, staccato sentences: "Bulletin _ Dallas _ President's Motorcade _ Open 

Car _ Shots Fired ..." 

  

I had briefly encountered John F. Kennedy in the late 1950s after he addressed a 

student audience at the Memorial Union at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. 

He easily and impressively fielded questions for nearly an hour, earning sustained 

applause and even a cheer or two. In due course he was elected president. Now this. 
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I listened to the radio bulletins. It soon became clear that the important questions 

were yet to be answered. Had he been wounded? Was it serious? Then it was on to 

my next stop. 

  

As I walked I passed on my left the construction site of the new Chicago Circle 

campus of the University of Illinois. A knot of workmen stood at one end of a long, 

still-open  field. Others were scattered over its length. 

  

Looking ahead, I saw a worker pull off his plastic safety helmet. Many others 

followed. Bare heads bowed. It quickly became a wave, one helmet and bowed head 

after another, down the length of the site.  

  

I walked on. A boy raced toward me from the other side of the street. He asked the 

question I would hear repeatedly from strangers for the rest of a long day.  

  

"Have you heard the news?" 

  

I looked back at the  construction workers standing motionless in the field. 

  

"Yes, I said. "I have." 

  

-0- 

  

'...you people killed the president." 

  
Charles Green  (Email) -  Last month I shared some of my memories of covering the 

JFK assassination. The TV coverage of the anniversary reminds me how deeply it riled 

people against anything Texan. 

  

Four months after the assassination I was transferred from San Antonio to the AP 

World Desk in New York City.  I had to take a road test to exchange my Texas driver's 

license for a New York license. I was halfway through the drive when the examiner 

noticed the Texas inspection sticker on my windshield and told me to return to the 

center. 

  

You failed, he said, because you people killed the president. 

  

-0- 

  

In World Services, we worked with teleprinters 

  

George Arfield  (Email) - This morning's (Friday Connecting) story via Poynter 

Institute about Teletypes - their clatter is to many news types what steam 

locomotive whistles are to rail buffs - might remind some readers that beyond the 

trusty Teletype machines that were ubiquitous in the U.S., those of us in the World 

Service often worked with different teleprinters.  Each of these had its own 
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distinctive noise and appearance.  To name a few I recall: 

  

*          In Germany: the Lorenz teleprinter, basically a Model 15 look-and-sound-

alike.  It was usually encased in enameled steel rather than the crinkled finish of its 

American cousins. Lorenz was a manufacturing subsidiary of IT&T, a conglomerate 

that included several cable and radio telecommunications subsidiaries used by The 

AP. 

  

*          Also in Germany, plus parts of Europe and Latin America, it was not unusual 

for AP bureaus to use locally-supplied Siemens model T-100s and T-37s.  They 

chattered more softly than a Teletype but the typebars hit the paper with a dry, loud 

noise.  The T-100 had a moving typebasket, the T-37 whipped the platen back and 

forth. 

  

*          Loudest of all was the Olivetti T2.  It was notable for its Italian flair for sound 

and action.  Its typebars banged the platen with brio.  The platen, in turn, was flung 

with gusto from left to right at the end of each line, delivering every few seconds a 

crashing noise that was hard to ignore. 

  

*          Then there was the Creed printer from the UK.  It was built like a dreadnought 

and the complex innards seemed inspired by Rube Goldberg.  When in motion the 

Creed sounded really busy; chattering away like a swarm of cicadas. 

  

I'm sure there were other brands/makes of teleprinters around the world.  I seem to 

recall once seeing a  bulky Japanese-made specimen at a PTT (now there's an 

acronym for old timers!) in Lourenço Marques (today: Maputo), Moçambique.  But 

the purpose of this message is that in many countries of AP's far-flung world there 

were machines other than the durable Teletype (capital T) beasts of copy. 

  

Interestingly, many of these machines can be viewed and heard on YouTube.   

  

-0- 

  

Connecting sky shot - Palos Verdes Estates, California 
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Rachel Ambrose  (Email) - This is sunset on Nov. 18, 2014, at Malaga Cove in Palos 

Verdes Estates, Ca., about one mile from my home. You need to walk down a steep 

pathway to get to what is the beginning of RAT (Redondo and Torrance) Beach. The 

private Roessler Beach Club and Pool and the Neighborhood Church are on the bluff. 

On this particular evening, two surfers were in the cove and were just returning to 

the beach when the sun was making its glorious descent. I try to walk every day and 

take pictures. This was just before I headed to Disneyland to see the park's 

Christmas lighting. A perfect evening! (Rachel adds: I used no filters or Instagram.) 

  

Latest from Connecting's Ghana correspondent 

  

Connecting colleague Jim Reindl  (Email) and his wife Graca, newly minted members 

of the Peace Corps, share their latest news from their assigned country, Ghana.  Jim 

notes, regarding the bus ride he describes, that "if I drove a million Chief of Bureau 

miles, it was never like yesterday."  Regarding the negotiations he describes below, 

Ye Olde Connecting Editor will ask Jim if he was steeled for them by his work selling 

sports products for AP out of Chicago.  Jim's report, and a photo he shared from the 

bus ride: 

  

We've arrived in Wusuta, more than 17 hours after getting up at 2:30 AM today. 

Arrived at the Kumasi bus station about 4. Boarded the Koforidua bus about 5. The 

bus leaves when it's full, which was about 7. About four hours later, pulled into 

Koforidua. The fun was just beginning. Took a trotro an hour or so through some 

nice scenery to Kpong on the Volta River where we took a taxi to the ferry station 

and found another tro to Kpando. Boarded the tro in the long queue to get on the 

ferry and he turned off the truck. 
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Barely got it restarted before we lost our place 

in line. Drove for a while with no issues. Pulled 

into a little town where the driver ran over a 

puppy to the horror of a group of shrieking 

schoolgirl witnesses. Stopped to pick up 5 

people when we had room for maybe one, then 

drove them to their house to get their luggage. 

Now the tro was packed to the driver's profit 

standards. Drive on and hit a surface that it 

takes all the charity of the English language to 

call a road. It was more a series of deep 

potholes interrupted every so often by broken 

asphalt. Picked up three girls and luggage. The 

sliding side door wouldn't open. Driver fixed it. 

More bone shaking later, stopped to let off 

some people. Door fell off completely. Driver 

and crew and some passengers banged around on it until someone noticed we had 

died in front of an auto repairman. He came over and fixed the door. Drove in. Now 

dark. Huge thunderstorm hits. Door comes off again and is wired partially shut, 

forcing exiting and entering passengers to crawl over the front seat. Rain has no 

problem getting in.  

  

Finally hit Vakpo, the turn off to Wusuta. More English charity and a great 

imagination needed to even see a road among the ruts, canyons and hillocks carved 

through the bush. Pull into Nana Akosua's place about 7:30 and get in half-hour 

'negotiation' with driver and crew. An extra $20 sends them away. We are here, 

though. And it is peaceful and quiet and we'll have this memory to laugh at for a long 

time. 

  

-0- 

  

Profiling new members of 

Connecting 

  

Michael Weinfeld  (Email) - Here are details 

on my career at the AP (probably more than 

you need, but isn't that what editors are for?) 

  

In 1981, I got a job as a writer for AP Broadcast 

in NYC. In 1983, the AP transferred the 

broadcast division to Washington, DC where I 

joined AP Radio.  

  

After 6 years as an anchor, writer, reporter 

(general assignment, sometimes White 
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House), I finally returned to my interest in celebrity reporting and started the AP's 

first entertainment division in 1987. I've interviewed thousands of celebrities from 

Katharine Hepburn at her townhouse in NYC (sitting in Spencer Tracy's chair) to 

Madonna, Meryl Streep, Bruce Springsteen, Jerry Seinfeld, Cher, George Clooney, 

Johnny Depp, John Travolta, Jerry Lewis and Woody Allen, to Hugh Hefner and his 

girlfriends at the Playboy Mansion. 

  

I spent my 40th birthday with Guns N' Roses, Metallica and Faith No More. 

  

I covered 27 Oscars, Grammys and Emmys along with every other award show you 

can imagine. 

  

In 2000, I won the Gramling Award for Journalist of the Year. It came with a $10,000 

prize, which I have used wisely for tickets to see every Red Sox World Series game at 

Fenway Park in 2004, 2007 and 2013. 

  

My retirement started August 1 of this year. Since then, I've been enjoying life 

without an alarm clock or a deadline. And when someone like Mike Nichols dies, I 

can go "awwwww" just like everyone else instead of "oh shit! I've got to produce an 

obit!" 

  

I've been married for nearly 37 years to Tia Mayer. We have a 34-year-old daughter 

Anikka, who lives in Castle Rock, Colorado and a Labradoodle named Fenway (can 

you tell I'm a Red Sox fan?) 

  

(Attached photo shows Michael during his final trip to the Oscars last March.) 

  

-0- 

  

Chris Clark  (Email) - Chris worked 18 years at the AP, 

hired by CoB Paul Stevens as a reporter in Kansas City in 

1996. He moved to Salt Lake City as the news editor for 

Utah and Idaho in 2002 before returning to Kansas City 

as that bureau's news editor in 2005.  

  

He gained a reputation as something of a crisis news 

editor, frequently dispatched to big stories outside his 

territories and helping AP journalists strategize and edit 

coverage. His list of on-site editing includes Hurricane 

Katrina, Terri Schiavo, Columbine, Elizabeth Smart, 

tornadoes in Joplin, Missouri and Moore, Oklahoma, 

and more recently in Ferguson, Missouri. 

  

Clark left AP in the wee hours of Nov. 5, after results of the key political races in 

Kansas and Missouri crossed the wire. On Nov. 10, he joined engineering firm Black 

& Veatch in Overland Park, Kansas, as its manager of media relations and 

communications. 



9

  

-0- 

  

Harry King  (Email) - Stealing a line from a late sportscaster/golfing buddy, "I am at 

the tail end of a mediocre career." 

  

Was doing sports at the Arkansas Gazette after Robert 

Shaw, who was a year ahead of me at North Little Rock 

High School, and Shaw was with AP in St. Louis. My 

mother lived there and Robert encouraged me to take the 

AP test next time I was in town. Did  so and apparently 

passed and was hired by AP in '66, progressing to the 

point that I was trusted with a gym bag full of copy to 

transport from the Arkansas Democrat (PMs paper) 2 1-2 

blocks to the Arkansas Gazette (AMs) as the AP operation 

moved from one paper to the other about 3 p.m. on 

weekdays. 

  

Learned from guys like Bob Starr, Ed Shearer, Shaw, Bill 

Simmons, and others. 

  

Did sports from the late 60s on, but news about two-thirds of the time and ran the 

news desk under various bureau chiefs.  

  

The one thing I miss is the adrenalin rush of breaking stories (and we had more than 

our share). Along the way, was privileged to work with so many talented and 

dedicated people. Started to list them and wound up deleting more than a dozen 

recognizable names for fear of leaving out somebody.   

  

I was offered an opportunity to write five sports columns per week for Stephens 

Media/Arkansas News Bureau in 2002. Been doing three per week since early this 

year. Great gig for an old person. 

 

 Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 
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To 

  

Ron Johnson  (Email) 
  

  

   

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

If you don't like this stupid survey, there'll be a contradictory one along in a 

minute (Marcus Eliason) 

  

Perhaps it is because newspapers are going through such hard times that they fill 

their pages with items that cost them almost nothing to report: in particular, they 

show ever increasing reliance on futile pieces of research carried out by often 

obscure academics in any corner of the globe. These people are greedy for publicity 

of any kind and our newspapers are only too eager to oblige. The subjects 

investigated include such things as the supposed effects of drinking too much or too 

little, or of taking too much or too little physical exercise; and they are frequently 

contradictory in their conclusions. 

  

One particularly striking example of such contradictions was afforded by the much-

reported finding of researchers at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, that the 

more money spent on a wedding, the more likely it is to end in divorce. Spending 

$20,000 dollars or more on a wedding makes divorce 

1.6 times more likely than expenditure of under $10,000, the researchers found. 

Despite the insignificance of this finding, it caused various commentators to warn 

that George Clooney and his new wife, Amal, had jeopardised their marital future by 

spending many millions on their recent four-day Venetian extravaganza. 

  

-0- 

  

In St. Louis, high school journalists are telling their own stories about 

Ferguson (Bob Daugherty) 

  

Jennifer Fowler watched news as it flowed out of Ferguson, Missouri, in August. She 

felt scared. She wanted to know what was real. And she wanted to tell the story 

herself. 

  

When her senior year finally started at McCluer North High School in neighboring 

Florissant, Missouri, she got the chance. Along with her staff, Fowler, the editor-in-

chief of McCluer's newspaper, focused on the stories they could tell - about Parents 

for Peace, a group that set up a makeshift school when the Ferguson-Florissant 

schools were delayed, about students who went to the protests, about what it 

meant to wait for school to start. 
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Richard Eder, Arts Critic and Foreign Correspondent, Dies at 82 

  

Richard Eder, a former foreign 

correspondent for The New York 

Times who became a film and drama 

critic there and eventually won a 

Pulitzer Prize for his book reviews in 

The Los Angeles Times, died on Friday 

in Boston. He was 82. 

  

His wife, Esther, said the cause was 

pneumonia brought on by post-polio 

syndrome. 

  

Mr. Eder joined The Times in 1954 as a copy boy, then spent nearly three decades at 

the paper, first as a correspondent in Latin America, where he wrote from Bogotá, 

Colombia, and interviewed Fidel Castro in Havana in 1964. (See above photo) 

  

Later he had various postings in Europe, where in the 1960s he covered a Greek 

military coup and delineated the nuances of unrest within different countries behind 

the Iron Curtain. In the 1970s he covered the rebellion that deposed the fascist 

government of Portugal and wrote about continuing strife in Northern Ireland. He 

was The Times's bureau chief in Paris from 1980 to '82. 

  

-0- 

  

Judge: Missouri police can't stop media recordings 

  

ST. LOUIS (AP) -- A federal judge has issued court orders that prevent Missouri police 

from stopping media and others from recording officers. 

  

The court order follows a lawsuit from the American Civil Liberties Union that said 

police tried to stop journalists from recording in Ferguson, where protests have been 

ongoing since 18-year-old Michael Brown was fatally shot by a police officer in 

August. 

  

The order comes as the public waits for a grand jury decision on whether to indict 

the officer, who is white. Brown, who was black, was unarmed. 

  

-0- 

  

Libya journalist sentenced to 5 years jail for defamation 
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A Tripoli court has sentenced a Libyan 

journalist to five years in jail and 

slapped him with a hefty fine for 

defamation and insulting the judiciary, 

his lawyer said Friday.  

  

Amara Abdallah al-Khitabi, 68, editor-

in-chief of the private Al-Umma 

newspaper, was sentenced in absentia 

after publishing an online list of the names of 87 judges and prosecutors he claimed 

were corrupt.  

  

He was arrested in December 2012, one month after the list appeared, before being 

granted conditional release in April 2013 on health grounds. 

  

According to his lawyer Ramadan Salam, the court delivered its verdict on August 17 

when neither he nor Khitabi were present. 

 

  

The Final Word 
 

  

Oh, come on, now! 
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Today in History 
 

By The Associated Press 

 

  

Today is Saturday, Nov. 22, the 326th day of 2014. There are 39 days left in the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Nov. 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was assassinated while riding in a 

motorcade in Dallas; Texas Gov. John B. Connally, in the same open car as the 

president, was seriously wounded. Suspected gunman Lee Harvey Oswald was 

arrested. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1718, English pirate Edward Teach - better known as "Blackbeard" - was killed 

during a battle off present-day North Carolina. 

  

In 1862, Giuseppe Verdi's opera "La Forza del Destino" had its world premiere in St. 

Petersburg, Russia. 

  

In 1914, the First Battle of Ypres during World War I ended with an Allied victory 

against Germany. 

  

In 1928, "Bolero" by Maurice Ravel (rah-VEL') had its premiere at the Paris Opera. 

  

In 1935, a flying boat, the China Clipper, took off from Alameda, California, carrying 

more than 100,000 pieces of mail on the first trans-Pacific airmail flight. 

  

In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 

and Chinese leader Chiang Kai-shek (chang ky-shehk) met in Cairo to discuss 

measures for defeating Japan. Lyricist Lorenz Hart died in New York at age 48. 

  

In 1954, the Humane Society of the United States was incorporated as the National 

Humane Society. 

  

In 1965, the musical "Man of La Mancha" opened on Broadway. 

  

In 1967, the U.N. Security Council approved Resolution 242, which called for Israel to 

withdraw from territories it had captured the previous June, and implicitly called on 

adversaries to recognize Israel's right to exist. 

  

In 1975, Juan Carlos was proclaimed King of Spain. 

  

In 1989, Rene Mouawad was killed by a bomb after only 17 days as president of 
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Lebanon. 

  

In 1990, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, having failed to win re-election of 

the Conservative Party leadership on the first ballot, announced her resignation. 

  

Ten years ago: Tens of thousands of demonstrators jammed downtown Kiev, 

denouncing Ukraine's presidential runoff election as fraudulent and chanting the 

name of their reformist candidate, Viktor Yushchenko, who ended up winning a 

revote the following month. Iran said it had frozen all uranium enrichment 

programs; President George W. Bush said he hoped the statement was true but 

added, "there must be verification." 

  

Five years ago: Iran said it had begun large-scale air defense war games aimed at 

protecting its nuclear facilities from attack. Michael Jackson posthumously won four 

American Music Awards; Taylor Swift was named artist of the year; Adam Lambert's 

sexually provocative performance drew complaints. 

  

One year ago: On the 50th anniversary of the assassination of President John F. 

Kennedy, the city of Dallas paused to honor the fallen leader. 

  

  

Today's Birthdays: Movie director Arthur Hiller is 91. Actor Robert Vaughn is 82. 

Actor Michael Callan is 79. Actor Allen Garfield is 75. Animator and movie director 

Terry Gilliam is 74. Actor Tom Conti is 73. Singer Jesse Colin Young is 73. Astronaut 

Guion Bluford is 72. International Tennis Hall of Famer Billie Jean King is 71. Rock 

musician-actor Steve Van Zandt (a.k.a. Little Steven) is 64. Rock musician Tina 

Weymouth (The Heads; Talking Heads; The Tom Tom Club) is 64. Retired MLB All-

Star Greg Luzinski is 64. Rock musician Lawrence Gowan is 58. Actor Richard Kind is 

58. Actress Jamie Lee Curtis is 56. Alt-country singer Jason Ringenberg (Jason & the 

Scorchers) is 56. Actress Mariel Hemingway is 53. Actor Winsor Harmon is 51. Actor-

turned-producer Brian Robbins is 51. Actor Stephen Geoffreys is 50. Rock musician 

Charlie Colin is 48. Actor Nicholas Rowe is 48. Actor Michael K. Williams is 48. Actor 

Mark Ruffalo is 47. International Tennis Hall of Famer Boris Becker is 47. Country 

musician Chris Fryar (Zac Brown Band) is 44. Actor Josh Cooke is 35. Actor-singer 

Tyler Hilton is 31. Actress Scarlett Johansson is 30. Actor Jamie Campbell Bower is 

26. Singer Candice Glover is 25. Actor Alden Ehrenreich is 25. 

  

  

Thought for Today: "Greatness is not measured by what a man or woman 

accomplishes, but by the opposition he or she has overcome to reach his goals." - 

Dorothy Height, American civil rights activist (1912-2010). 
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