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Colleagues, 

  

Good Tuesday morning. 

  

Connecting received lots of positive response to Monday's edition featuring 

books authored by about 30 of our colleagues. Some of those comments are 

below. 

  

It should also be noted, while we are on the subject of books, that there are 

at least three books in print on the history and scope of The Associated 

Press. They are: 

  

AP: The Story of News - by Oliver Gramling, 1940. 
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FLASH!  The Associated Press Covers the World - by Vincent 

Alabiso (Editor), Kelly Smith Tunney (Editor), Chuck Zoeller (Editor), Peter 

Arnett (Introduction), Associated Press (Corporate Author), 1998. 

 

  

 
  

  

More than 150 of the Associated Press's greatest photographers, including 

many Pulitzer Prize winners, are brought together in this moving and 

historic record of the major events and personalities of the 20th century. 

170 illustrations, 50 in color. 

  

Breaking News: How the Associated Press Has Covered 

War, Peace, and Everything Else - By Reporters of The Associated 

Press, 2007. 
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The reporter who filed the last dispatch before falling with Custer at his "last 

stand" against the Sioux. The Honolulu bureau chief who looked up from his 

breakfast table to see Japanese planes flying low and called San Francisco, 

managing to dictate a single paragraph before all communications to the 

mainland were cut. The Saigon bureau chief who served Coca-Cola and 

pound cake to three North Vietnamese soldiers before writing the bulletin 

announcing the fall of Saigon. These are but a few of the gripping and 

dramatic stories reported first by the Associated Press in the past century 

and a half. 

  

In How the Associated Press Has Covered War, Peace, and Everything Else, 

the Associated Press throws open its archives and invites readers into its 

news bureaus and out into the field to witness first hand its groundbreaking 

reporting on presidents, elections, wars, civil rights, trials and crimes, 

disasters, business, and major sports events. The book conveys, through 

personal accounts, archival materials, interviews, and Pulitzer-Prize-winning 

photographs, how the AP became the world's largest news organization and 

how it continues to play a vital role in providing the news to the American 

and international press. Breaking News makes an original and significant 

contribution to journalism history by shedding light on the nation's primary 

newswire service, one that reaches one half of the world daily and upon 

which virtually every serious newspaper and broadcast outlet in the nation 

has relied for decades. 

 

-0- 

  

Richard Pyle (Email) was part of the team that produced "Breaking News," 

and he notes: 

  

As I understand it, Kelly Smith Tunney deserves the credit for the idea of 

doing the book that became ``Breaking News.''  
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Given that Oliver Gramling's ``AP: The Story of News'' concludes just as 

WW2 is about to inflame the globe, perhaps no work of 20th century history 

has ever cried out more desperately for a sequel. 

  

One or two previous attempts by AP Newsfeatures staff hadn't panned out 

(for reasons I don't know), so I was skeptical, but I volunteered to take part, 

hoping to write about AP in war. 

  

For me, the deal was sealed at the first lunch where would-be authors met 

to discuss the project, and AP's then-president, Tom Curley, said, ``We are 

going to write this book, and it will be published, I guarantee you that.'' 

  

Don't know who chose the title but I suggested the subtitle,  ``How the 

Associated Press has covered war, peace, politics and everything else.''  

``Politics'' didn't make the cut.  

  

I'm not sure any of us realized the sheer volume of the material we'd be 

dealing with, and I was appalled when told I'd have to cram nine wars over 

150 plus years into 10,000 words.  In the end, that topic required two 

chapters. 

  

The book may have some design flaws and some things left out, but I think 

most of us would agree that writing it was an education and a rewarding 

experience.  The people, places and events of the past put the present in 

sharper focus, and gave me, at least, a deeper understanding of what the 

hell I'd been doing for the past fifty years. 

  

-0- 

 

  

All three of the books are available on Amazon.com and other book sites. 

 

  

Paul 

  

  

Connecting mailbox - books comments 

  

Joe McGowan (Email) - That is really an impressive list of authors and 

books. Thanks so much for doing that. You put an awful lot of work into 

Connecting and I am sure all of us appreciate it. Regarding my book, I 

apparently deleted what I sent to you, but I realized today that there was no 

mention of how to get my book. If you could add it, it would go like this: 

Available from Amazon.com or contact McGowan and for $18, he will 

autograph the book the way you want and mail it to you. 
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Sandy Johnson (Email) 

 

  

I know I am late to the Book Club offerings 

but I would like to recommend "The Torch 

is Passed," an instant AP book about the 

Kennedy assassination that holds me in 

thrall partly because it is almost 

inconceivable that the AP could produce 

such a book in real time. I once proposed 

more of these insta-books, which today are 

called e-books, and was told that it simply 

wasn't a good use of staff time. True, 

possibly, but this is a masterpiece by such 

AP "poets" as Saul Pett, Hugh Mulligan, Sid Moody. I have quoted details 

from it many times while squiring visitors through Arlington National 

Cemetery. My current version carries a list price of 75 cents (!) though I got 

it for 25 cents at an estate sale. You can still find it on Amazon. 191 pages of 

tightly written prose (what else?) and 

photos. http://www.amazon.com/The-Torch-Is-Passed-

1964/dp/B000O3L5K2 
  

  

-0- 

  

Dave Lubeski (Email) - I enjoyed  the "book" edition of Connecting. Great 

idea. I covered a few Olympics and World Series games alongside Hal Bock. 

Truly one of the nicest people you'd ever want to know. Glad to see my AP 

Broadcast colleague Tom Young in the group. He was great to work with. A 

most efficient newsroom supervisor and  always a class act.. Tom started 

taking flying lessons while at AP and when he left, his career path led him to 

a job as a commercial airline pilot and then the Air National Guard flying 

combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. He's the real deal. His first novel, 

The Mullah's Storm, is being made into a movie. That was a lot of writing 

talent featured in this edition. As you said, a very eclectic selection. Thanks 

for thinking of it and putting it out there for us. 

  

-0- 

  

Hal Buell (Email) - That is quite a collection of books you pulled 

together...eclectic, as you say. You can now start an online business selling 

books produced by AP folks. Regarding Fred Waters, I knew him well and we 

worked together in the early days of my time in Asia. He was a splendid 

newsperson as well as a photographer and had the knack of being where 

the story was before the story was. No matter where one went in Southeast 

Asia and identified one's self as being with AP the response was: "Hey, you 
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know Mizu?" Finally interviewed him as part of AP's oral history program 

several months before he died. Knew Mary (Fred's wife) as well, a sweet 

person. 

  

-0- 

  

John Epperson (Email) - Outstanding report today Paul, was so pleased to 

read the reviews you collected, including several by AP friends and 

colleagues over the years, of course Fred Waters, Neal Ulevich and Hal 

Buell. 

  

-0- 

  

Mark Miller (Email) - From the  House of the Rising Sun (by Ted Anthony), to 

your own hometown of Fort Dodge..what an eclectic offering of books! The 

Animals tune was one of the first songs I learned to play on guitar, along 

with "Gloria"--which Dave Barry used to say was so easy to play that if you 

dropped a guitar down the steps, it would play Gloria. Amazing that there's 

a whole book devoted to that 60's classic. If you publish an online version of 

your book, let me know. I'd like to read it.  (Mark is a personal friend of Ye 

Olde Connecting Editor.) 

  

-0- 

  

Richard Chady (Email) - A brilliant idea for a column and a very impressive 

display of the literary talents here.  You have a real knack for editing. Happy 

holidays! 

  

-0- 

  

Bob Daugherty (Email) 

- Today's Connecting is a jewel! I had no idea that there were so many book 

authors among us. I'm in the market for a ghost writer. 
  

Mailbox - other topics 
  

The Auburn-Alabama football rivalry 
  

Joe McKnight (Email) - Your tribute in Saturday's Connecting to Dave Martin 

gives prominent play to the Auburn/Alabama football rivalry.  

 

  

As an Alabama native with the (dis)honor of having been kicked out of Univ. 

of Alabama in 1947 after two quarters, I've read up on that rivalry. The 

rivalry began in 1893, but was suspended in 1907 when officials of the two 

schools quarreled over per diem (that's right) for players and the choice of 

game officials. Those issues were resolved over the next year but then 



7

school leaders couldn't agree on a game date. The two teams went their 

separate ways until the rivalry was resumed in 1948. One of my high school 

classmates, Charlie Cammack, then student body president at Alabama 

Polytechnic Institute, met Willie Jones, Univ. of Alabama student body 

president, in a Birmingham, Ala., city park and symbolically buried the 

hatchet on Dec. 4, 1948, before they went out to the stadium in Birmingham 

to watch resumption of the rivalry, which Alabama won 55-0. Incidentally, 

the 1907 game - the last in the rivalry before it was suspended - ended in a 

6-6 tie, the only game in the series to end in a tie. The game was played in 

Birmingham for years because neither school had a home stadium large 

enough for the crowd.  

 

  

The teams now  alternate play between home campus stadiums. Cammack 

was in the class of 1942 at Parrish High School in Selma, Ala., and I was in 

the Class of '43. He still lives in Selma. Alabama Poly formally changed its 

name to Auburn University in 1960. 

  

-0- 

  

Another unusual newspaper name 
  

  

Adolphe Bernotas (Email) 

- In Dover, N.H., the newspaper is Foster's Daily Democrat, owned by the 

Foster family for about 140 years. 

  
  

-0- 

  

Dave and Pam Tomlin - expat Thanksgiving hosts 
  

 
  

Dave Tomlin (Email) - If we look happy it's because this year's Puerto 
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Vallarta expat Thanksgiving dinner was at our place, and at this moment all 

the work was done and there was nothing left to do but enjoy the feast and 

fellowship. That's Elizabeth just visible behind my right arm. Around here 

they call the gringo holiday Dia de Accion de Gracias. We did that in both 

languages. 

  

  

New tenant for AP's 

headquarters building 

  
Wall Street Journal: 

 

  

J.P. Morgan Chase 

& Co. may have 

scrapped plans to 

build a new 

headquarters on 

Manhattan's far 

West Side, but the 

bank still will have a 

presence in the 

neighborhood with 

its digital group. 

  

It signed a 10-year 

lease deal for about 123,000 square feet on the ninth floor of 450 W. 33rd 

St., a 16-story building that is part of Brookfield Property Partners LP's 

planned Manhattan West development, said Jeremiah Larkin, Brookfield 

executive vice president and director of leasing for New York and Boston. 

The bank plans to consolidate its digital teams in the tri-state area into this 

location and use the new office as a recruiting tool, according to a person 

familiar with the deal. The neighborhood is viewed as an emerging tech 

corridor, this person said. 

  

Brookfield is spending about $200 million to make over the 1.7 million-

square-foot tower with a new pleated-glass exterior, interior renovations 

and new mechanical systems. 

  

For Brookfield, the lease is another step toward realizing the rest of its 

Manhattan West project, which includes the construction of two office 

towers, a residential high-rise building and a hotel. In November, the 

company completed the construction of a platform above the West Side rail 

yards. And in October, law firm Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

signed a letter of intent to move to one of the planned office towers. 
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Earlier this fall, J.P. Morgan opted against moving its headquarters to 

Hudson Yards, another West Side project that Related Cos. is developing. 

  

Still, the neighborhood has begun to take shape as Brookfield's 

development and other far West Side project progress, said Mr. Larkin. 

"They recognized what the neighborhood is and that it's happening," Mr. 

Larkin said. 

  

Click here for the story link. The AP building is in the foreground in photo 

above and the AP occupies floors 14, 15 and 16. The AP moved its world 

headquarters into this building from 50 Rockefeller Plaza  in 2004.  (Shared 

by Lou Boccardi) 

  

  

AP names Prengaman Southern Cone news 

editor 

  

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) - Peter Prengaman, a cross-format journalist 

and news manager who has reported from a dozen countries for The 

Associated Press, has been named news editor for the Southern Cone 

countries of Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and 

Paraguay.  

 

 The appointment was announced by Latin 

America Regional Editor Marjorie Miller. 

  

"Prengaman is a talented writer and editor who 

has been at the forefront of the AP's cross-format 

work," said Miller. "We are pleased that he will 

be joining our strong team."  

  

Based in Buenos Aires, Prengaman will report to 

Southern Cone News Director Victor Caivano. He 

will lead a team of Spanish and English-language 

reporters while working closely with 

videographers and photographers across the four countries.  

  

"We are thrilled to announce Peter Prengaman's arrival," said Caivano. "His 

background, including deep newsroom and leadership skills, will bring a 

wealth of experience to the AP's Southern Cone operation."  

  

In more than a decade at AP, Prengaman, 39, has covered major stories 

including the Haitian revolution in 2004, and the Arab Spring.  

  

He joined AP in 2002 in Portland, Oregon and later served as Caribbean 

correspondent based in the Dominican Republic, immigration beat reporter 
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and supervisor in Los Angeles, and most recently, the interactive and 

graphics editor for the Southern United States, based in Atlanta.  

  

He is currently finishing a sabbatical in Rabat, Morocco, where he is studying 

advanced Arabic and teaching a journalism course.  

  

Prengaman was part of teams that received the Polk Award and Grantham 

Prize for environmental reporting during the Gulf oil spill and the APME 

Multimedia Award for a major economic interactive project. He received an 

Edward R. Murrow award for video work on the Great Recession and the 

Atlanta Press Club Award of Excellence for video and print stories during the 

Haiti earthquake and trapped Chilean miners saga.  

  

Prengaman has degrees in Spanish and English literature from Wabash 

College, and holds a Master's degree from Stanford University in Latin 

American Studies, as well as a certificate in Arabic from the University of 

California, Los Angeles. 

  

Click here for a link to the story. 

  

  

New mystery arises from iconic Iwo Jima 

image 
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By Matthew Hansen 

Omaha World-Herald 

  

Eric stands at the front of a classroom and points at the blown-up image of a 

famous photo. He's pointing because he believes the photo has long 

concealed a lie. He's pointing because he believes the same photo can also 

be used to reveal something else."Have we ever looked at this photo?" he 

asks the handful of people who have gathered to view his research, 

including a Creighton University expert on American history and a military 

historian. "Have we really looked at it?" 

  

You have seen this photo, perhaps seen it depicted on stamps you licked or 

on the covers of magazines you read or on a 60-foot-tall bronze statue you 

looked up at before entering Arlington National Cemetery. 

  

You have seen this photo because on Feb. 23, 1945, in the middle of one of 

the fiercest battles of World War II, a group of U.S. Marines carried a flag up 

the highest peak on the Pacific island of Iwo Jima. As six men struggled to 
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plant the flagpole into the ground, an Associated Press photographer, who 

was worried he would miss the shot, clicked his shutter without even 

looking through his viewfinder. You have seen this photo because it's one of 

the most famous photos in American history. 

  

Eric has stared at this photo for hours. He has zoomed in on the black-and-

white image until he can see the creases in the men's helmet covers and can 

study the unique shapes of their noses. He has combed through dozens of 

other photos taken that day atop Iwo Jima's Mount Suribachi. He has 

watched a film clip of the famous flag raising so many times he has each 

frame memorized. 

  

Eric is an amateur history buff, a World War II enthusiast, a 39-year-old so 

into the Marines that he maintains a website celebrating the history of the 

Marines Corps' famed 5th Division.  

He has stared at the photo for the better part of a year, and he's convinced 

that he and another amateur history buff have discovered something that 

has apparently eluded military leaders, World War II experts and historians 

for nearly seven decades.  

Since 1947, the identities of the half-dozen young men raising this flag have 

been undisputed, six names known to the Marine Corps and to military 

historians in the same way the rest of us know that the flag they are raising 

is red, white and blue.  

But disputing the undisputed is exactly what Eric is doing. After months of 

research, he is standing in this classroom and arguing that a famous medic, 

long identified as the Navy corpsman standing smack in the middle of the 

famous photo, is in fact not in the photo at all.  

He is arguing that another man - a Marine who isn't even a blip on the radar 

of history - is in fact standing front and center in the most iconic image of 

World War II.  

And Eric Krelle and his friend Stephen Foley appear to be doing something 

even larger: In 2014, armed with technology that places libraries of 

information at our fingertips, two rank amateurs are trying to prove they 

can take an official pronouncement from the highest level of American 

officialdom and insert a giant, blinking question mark behind it.  

  

Click here to read more. 

  

-0- 
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Hal Buell shares his comments 
 

  

Retired AP photo director Hal Buell (Email), who interviewed Joe Rosenthal 

for a book on his iconic Iwo Jima photo, shared this comment on the story: 

   

Fascinating tale you have put together on the Iwo Jima photo and John 

Bradley's role and/or identification. I have heard of the story, though not in 

the detail you and your sources have pulled together. The response was that 

there really was not sufficient "proof" of a false I-D. 

  

To be forthright here, my interest in the photo has always been in the 

incredible impact  the picture had on the American public, and the 

controversy surrounding the details of how Joe Rosenthal made the photo. 

  

Having said that: 

  

Much of the discussion regarding Bradley's identification involves detail of 

his uniform, and the uniforms of others. I offer this only as an observation, 

not an attempt to solve the mystery. The fire fight that took place atop 

Suribachi was a mood changer. The Marines were on guard as the first flag 

was raised and the fire fight broke out. The Japanese attack was quashed 

quickly and completely, all the enemy was destroyed. That resulted in a 

relaxed attitude on the part of the platoon, and that was expressed by 

dropping belts, and helmets, and pouches, stripping of leggings and other 

easing of the "on guard" atmosphere. Does that explain everything. Well, 

no...like I say, an observation. 

  

What impresses me more is the personality of John Bradley, as I know it 

from reading about him and catching him on TV, and observing his 

demeanor at other public appearances:  Memorial Dedication, appearing in 

SANDS OF IWO JIMA,  with Felix DeWeldon, etc. Bradley was easily the most 

stable personality of the three surviving flag raisers. We all know the tragic 

Ira Hayes story, and Rene Gagnon was a publicity seeker who sought the 

limelight aggressively. Bradley went about his  business, he avoided public 

attention, lived a wholesome life in small town Wisconsin. He was a private 

man, for the most part.  It seems to me that if there was a misidentification 

he would have come forth early in the game and offered some kind of 

objection to the error. He never did. 

  

Bradley was well known among his Marine companions. As a Navy medic he 

attended to their wounds, was frequently the one who came between a 

wounded Marine and death. He  was easily recognized by the platoon 

members. If he was misidentified it seems as though someone would have 

caught the error and exposed it. 
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None of this solves the issue. As you conclude in your story, the mystery 

remains, and probably will as far forward as we can see. 

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

 

  

   
To 

  

  

Nancy Shipley 

   

  
  

  

Stories  of interest 

  
  

Justices Struggle To Find Line Between Threats, Free Speech Online 

  

The U.S. Supreme Court struggled Monday with conflicting notions of where 

to draw the line between free speech and criminal threats in the Internet 

age. At issue was the conviction of a Pennsylvania man for making threats 

against his estranged wife and an FBI agent. 

  

After Anthony Elonis' wife left him, he began posting grisly messages on his 

Facebook page, promising not to rest until her body was "soaked in blood 

and dying." She then got a court order barring him from threatening and 

harassing her, even indirectly. But he continued to post on Facebook, asking 

if the court order was "thick enough to stop a bullet" and musing about 

making a name for himself by shooting up a kindergarten. After a visit from 

a female FBI agent, he posted on Facebook, saying it "took all the strength I 

had not to ... slit her throat, leave her bleedin' from her jugular." 

  

-0- 

  

Taking stock of newsroom head counts 
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During an appearance at New York University in October, New York Times 

publisher Arthur Sulzberger Jr. and deputy executive editor for digital Ian 

Fisher were asked about the 100-person newsroom reduction ordered up 

this fall at the paper of record-its fourth editorial culling since the first such 

downsizing in Times history six years earlier. "I don't want to say we've 

gotten used to it," said Fisher, "but there's some level where people 

understand we're not the institution we used to be." 

  

Reporters and editors from Manhattan to Missoula can relate: The number 

of full-time U.S. daily newspaper journalists has plunged to 36,700, 

according to the American Society of News Editors, down from around 

55,000 before the 2008 economic downturn and the acceleration of an 

industry-wide print advertising and circulation decline. 

  

The bloodshed is only part of the story: Many newspapers have been 

reinvesting in digital growth even while bidding farewell to some of their 

long-time talent, particularly journalists who never quite adapted from a 

"tomorrow's paper" mentality to the socially-driven 24/7 news cycle. 

Herein, a sampling of editorial headcounts at several major U.S. newspaper 

brands, and comparable data points for a few of their non-newsprint 

competitors. 

  

-0- 

  

When the Forces of Media Disruption Hit Home 

  

David Carr, New York Times: 

  

I've been around long enough to have once marveled at the improbability of 

the fax machine - that can't be real! - but I like to think of myself as modern. 

Which should mean that I'm a big fan of disruption, but that depends on 

who is being disrupted, doesn't it? 

  

I read on Friday that the price of taxi medallions in New York City had fallen 

about 17 percent, a drop created by competition from ride-sharing services 

like Uber and Lyft. The impact is remarkable because neither company 

possesses big capital assets, or a huge number of employees. Instead, they 

put a new user interface over cars and drivers already on the road. In the 

same way, Airbnb has remade the rental markets, not by buying properties, 

but simply by surfacing available units on the web to people in need. 

  

In both cases, inefficiency was reduced by using software and smarts to 

create a new market of underused assets - and consumers have benefited. 

(Perhaps not in ways that will continue to pass regulatory muster, but that's 

a longer story.) 
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I work in an industry that has also been profoundly disrupted. The shift of 

news and information to the Internet meant that the heavy investment in 

trucks and presses that once served as a barrier to entry disappeared. 

Insurgents flooded in with new approaches that eliminated much of the 

inefficiency and created whole new streams of content. Again, great for 

consumers, not so great for the traditional news industry, because those 

inefficiencies were also profits by another name. 

  

-0- 

  

How a Conservative Backlash Silenced #Ferguson Reporters for All the 

Wrong Reasons 

  

On August 15, after the killing of Ferguson, Missouri teen Michael Brown 

had surged into the national consciousness, the Washington Post's DeNeen 

L. Brown filed a story from a town up the road. There were "dark blue 

undercover police cars parked outside the house of Darren Wilson." That 

house was located on "Manda Lane in Crestwood." On August 16, the same 

details appeared in a story co-bylined by Brown, Jerry Markon, and Wesley 

Lowery. "Dark blue undercover police cars were parked outside his house on 

Manda Lane," they wrote. Both stories made it clear that Wilson, the officer 

who killed Brown, had taken himself elsewhere. 

  

On November 24, after a grand jury opted not to indict Wilson, the New 

York Times ran a story by Julie Bosman and Campbell Robertson about how 

the police officer had "quietly" gotten married while avoiding the press. 

Wilson and his wife owned a home "on Manda Lane in Crestwood." The 

detail was included near the end of a story that briefly included an image of 

the couple's marriage license. (It included the address of a law firm, but not 

Wilson's address.) 

  

AND 

  

Pharrell Williams: Why Aren't We Talking About Michael Brown's 'Bullyish' 

Behavior? (Doug Pizac) 

  

Grammy Award-winning producer Pharrell Williams has previously gotten 

flak for his comments on race, such as when he told Oprah that "the new 

black doesn't blame other races for our issues." But that didn't stop the 

singer-songwriter from voicing his thoughts about Michael Brown several 

weeks ago, although he said he didn't want to "get ... in trouble." 

  

In an extensive interview with Ebony, the star wondered why there wasn't 

more discussion about why Michael Brown exhibited the behavior he did in 

the convenience store, which Williams described as "bullyish." 

  

"It looked very bullyish; that in itself I had a problem with," Williams said, 
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referring to released surveillance video that allegedly shows Brown 

forcefully stealing cigarillos from a store shortly before he was fatally shot 

by Officer Darren Wilson. "Not with the kid, but with whatever happened in 

his life for him to arrive at a place where that behavior is OK. Why aren't we 

talking about that?" 

  

AND 

  

KU journalism major shreds "case" against Mike Brown 

  

Shelby Lawson is a student at the University of Kansas, majoring in 

Journalism and Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies. Lawson posted the 

following to her Facebook page:  

  

"Alright y'all. I'd like to clear a few things up. This is a general address to the 

long list of misconceptions and inconsistencies and abuses of power that 

exist surrounding the killing of Mike Brown. I have researched these points 

and provided sources in case you wish to do some reading of your own. 

  

-The most common misconception I'm hearing is that Mike Brown was 

significantly larger than Officer Wilson. This is incorrect. On page 198 of the 

official grand jury transcript, you can see that Officer Wilson testifies he is 6 

ft 4 and weighs 210 lbs, the same size as Mike Brown. 

  

-0- 

  

Idi Amin's son complains about the Guardian's obituary notice (Bob 

Daugherty) 

  

While we are used to a wide range of 

complaints and complainants it was a 

surprise to receive an email from Idi Amin's 

son Hussein. 

  

Idi Amin died on 16 August 2003. His 

obituary for the Guardian was written by 

Patrick Keatley, the paper's distinguished Commonwealth and diplomatic 

correspondent, who himself died two years later. 

  

"Allow me to raise my displeasure at a Guardian obituary about my father, 

Idi Amin," writes Hussein Amin from Kampala, where he hopes "to become 

an MP representing our home town" in 2016. 

  

It is not clear why he writes now rather than at the time of publication. In 

his lengthy letter he takes issue with a number of points in the obituary but 

says: "I am not sure if you can take this from Idi Amin's son however factual 

my criticism is." 
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Today in History 
  

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 2, the 336th day of 2014. There are 29 days left in 

the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Dec. 2, 1954, the U.S. Senate passed, 67-22, a resolution condemning 

Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy, R-Wis., saying he had "acted contrary to senatorial 

ethics and tended to bring the Senate into dishonor and disrepute." 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1804, Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of the French. 

  

In 1814, French author Donatien-Alphonse-Francois, Comte de Sade, better 

known as the Marquis de Sade, died in an insane asylum at age 74 after a 

lifetime of notoriety for his sexual perversities and writings. 

  

In 1823, President James Monroe outlined his doctrine opposing European 

expansion in the Western Hemisphere. 

  

In 1859, militant abolitionist John Brown was hanged for his raid on Harpers 

Ferry the previous October. Artist Georges-Pierre Seurat was born in Paris. 

  

In 1927, Ford Motor Co. unveiled its Model A automobile that replaced its 

Model T. 

  

In 1939, New York Municipal Airport-LaGuardia Field (later LaGuardia 

Airport) went into operation as an airliner from Chicago landed at one 

minute past midnight. 

  

In 1942, an artificially created, self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction was 

demonstrated for the first time at the University of Chicago. 

  

In 1961, Cuban leader Fidel Castro declared himself a Marxist-Leninist who 

would eventually lead Cuba to Communism. 

  

In 1970, the newly created Environmental Protection Agency opened its 

doors; its first director was William D. Ruckelshaus. 

  

In 1982, in the first operation of its kind, doctors at the University of Utah 

Medical Center implanted a permanent artificial heart in the chest of retired 

dentist Dr. Barney Clark, who lived 112 days with the device. 

  

In 1989, President George H.W. Bush and Soviet President Mikhail S. 
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Gorbachev held the first talks of their wind-tossed Malta summit aboard the 

Soviet cruise ship Maxim Gorky. 

  

In 1991, American hostage Joseph Cicippio (sih-SIHP'-ee-oh), held captive in 

Lebanon for more than five years, was released. 

  

Ten years ago: President George W. Bush chose former New York police 

commissioner Bernard Kerik to run the Department of Homeland Security. 

(However, Kerik withdrew his name days later, citing immigration problems 

with a former nanny; he later pleaded guilty to eight felonies, including lying 

to the White House.) President Bush announced that Nebraska Gov. Mike 

Johanns was his choice as the next agriculture secretary, replacing Ann 

Veneman. U.N. ambassador John Danforth resigned after five months 

representing the U.S. at the world body. Dame Alicia Markova, one of the 

20th century's greatest ballerinas, died in Bath, England, a day after turning 

94. Pulitzer-winning poet Mona Van Duyn, the nation's first female poet 

laureate, died in University City, Missouri, at age 83. 

  

Five years ago: A day after President Barack Obama announced plans to 

deploy 30,000 more troops in Afghanistan, leading congressional Democrats 

said they had serious misgivings but would not try to stop the deployments 

while Republicans said they supported the force increase even as they 

questioned Obama's July 2011 deadline to start bringing troops home. Tiger 

Woods issued a statement saying he'd let his family down with 

"transgressions" that he regretted "with all of my heart," and that he would 

deal with his personal life behind closed doors. 

  

One year ago: On "Cyber Monday," perhaps the busiest online shopping day 

of the year, the Supreme Court refused to wade into a dispute over state 

sales taxes for purchases on websites like Amazon.com, paving the way for 

more states to attempt to collect taxes on Internet sales. Actor Christopher 

Evan Welch, 48, died in Santa Monica, California. 

  

Today's Birthdays: Former Attorney General Edwin Meese III is 83. Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., is 75. Actress Cathy Lee Crosby is 70. 

Movie director Penelope Spheeris is 69. Actor Ron Raines is 65. Country 

singer John Wesley Ryles is 64. Actor Keith Szarabajka is 62. Actor Dan Butler 

is 60. Broadcast journalist Stone Phillips is 60. Actor Dennis Christopher is 

59. Actor Steven Bauer is 58. Country singer Joe Henry is 54. Rock musician 

Rick Savage (Def Leppard) is 54. Rock musician Nate Mendel (Foo Fighters) is 

46. Actress Suzy Nakamura is 46. Actress Rena Sofer is 46. Rock singer Jimi 

(cq) HaHa (Jimmie's Chicken Shack) is 46. Actress Lucy Liu (loo) is 46. Rapper 

Treach (Naughty By Nature) is 44. Actor Joe Lo Truglio (TV: "Brooklyn Nine-

Nine") is 44. Tennis player Monica Seles is 41. Singer Nelly Furtado is 36. Pop 

singer judge Britney Spears is 33. Actress-singer Jana Kramer is 31. Actress 

Daniela Ruah (roo-ah) is 31. Actor Alfred Enoch is 26. Actresses Daniella and 

Deanna Canterman are 22. 
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Thought for Today: "When we cannot find contentment in ourselves it is 

useless to seek it elsewhere." - Francois, Duc de la Rochefoucauld (frahn-

SWAH', duhk doo lah rawsh-foo-KOH'), French author (1613-1680). 
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