
1

From: Paul Stevens [stevenspl@live.com]
Sent: Monday, December 29, 2014 9:20 AM
To: stevenspl@live.com
Subject: Connecting - December 29, 2014

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

   

     

   

   

   

  

       

  

Connecting 

December 29, 2014 

   
Click  here for sound 

 of the Teletype  

 

   

   

 

  

 
Colleagues, 

  

Good Monday morning as we prepare to close out 2014 on Wednesday. 

 

 If you have any retrospective thoughts on the year that you would like to 

share with your colleagues, send them along to me today. 

  

Here are some items of interest. 

  

Paul 

  

  

Sharing stories of South Africa: 

9,600 miles away in Denver 
  

Donna Bryson (Email), AP chief of bureau in Johannesburg from 2008 to 

2012, is now a freelance writer in Denver and shares this update on her 

first book, "It's a Black White thing."  (She is at left in below photo taken 

by her daughter, Thandi Glick.) 
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My book is about race relations in 

post-apartheid South Africa. But, 

unsurprisingly given America's history 

of racist oppression and our continuing 

struggles with its  legacy, I got lots of 

questions about race relations in 

America during two talks I gave in my 

hometown of Denver in December. 

  

At BookBar, an independent book 

shop that is also, brilliantly, a bar, I 

shared passages from It's a Black 

White Thing about the ways that 

voyage, even just armchair travel, can 

transform. I focused on Stef Coetzee, 

who overcame conservative traditions 

in his own white community to become an early champion of change at 

South Africa's once all-white University of Free State; on Jonathan Jansen, 

the first black person to serve as the university's president; and on Benito 

Khotseng, a black educator who has had a key role on campus. All three 

are characters in my  book. 

  

My second talk was at Ujamma, an annual holiday market that attracts 

African-American entrepreneurs and vendors from Africa. My daughter, 

Thandi, did some Christmas shopping there, and I can hardly wait to see 

what she got me. I took advantage of a more intimate setting at Ujamaa 

to set some context with aids both visual _ books by some of South 

Africa's premier documentary and art photographers, a swath of ANC 

election cloth _ and audio: a snatch of a recording from a 1980s protest 

march in South Africa. At the start of the recording, what we hear is 

unformed. A murmuring crowd. With a few words, that crowd is united in 

purpose, performing the cadenced protest march known as the toyi toyi. 

From inside the toyi toyi, you feel empowered, as if you could march from 

Soweto to Pretoria and change the world. From outside, it sounds 

ominous, threatening, as if all that passion is something you can never 

understand or be part of. The premise of my book is that we can 

understand, we can see events from another's perspective, through the 

magic of words and imagination. 

  

At both events, I quoted the astute American observer Claudia Rankine, 

who calls the past ``a life sentence, a blunt instrument aimed at 

tomorrow.'' She's a poet, so was able to say in one line what it took me a 

book to get at. If there's any lesson for Americans in It's a Black White 

Thing, it's that building a unified future on a divided past is hard work, 

and that our only tools is language _ deep, patient, often painful 

discussion. Progress is incremental. It's easy to grow frustrated, tired to 

the point of despair, impatient with words. I hope my book can help keep 
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the very necessary conversations going.   

It's a Black White Thing is available on Amazon, and you can follow book 

events here: http://www.facebook.com/AuthorDonnaBryson 

  
  

AP reporter who irked McCrory  

gets 'year of excellence' award 

  
  

When Gov. Pat McCrory complained - repeatedly - this week about an 

Associated Press story, he was complaining about one reporter in 

particular: Michael Biesecker.  

  

The Raleigh-based reporter (pictured at right) not 

only irked the governor for the story he co-wrote 

about McCrory receiving a large stock payout from 

an online mortgage broker, but Biesecker's 

coverage of coal ash this year also got under the 

administration's skin. McCrory distributed a 34-

page report outlining his supposed "mistakes, 

mischaracterizations and omissions." 

  

Last week, Biesecker and reporter Mitch Weiss 

each received "AP North Carolina Staffer of the 

Year Award: In recognition of a year of excellence" on an engraved 

plaque. Weiss and Biesecker co-authored the story on McCrory's stock 

payout as well as many of the AP's coal ash stories.  

  

Biesecker is a former reporter for The News & Observer.  

  

Click here for link to the story. (Shared by Richard Chady) 

  

How I got my first journalism job 

  
  

Sibby Christensen (Email) - In your first first-job story, Mike Cochran 

remembered how his journalism professor at the University of North 

Texas (then North Texas State College) in Denton pushed him into starting 

position at the Denton Record-Chronicle. 
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Across town, in the same era, my profs at Texas Woman's University (then 

Texas State College for Women) nominated me for one of the summer 

internships organized by the old Texas Daily Newspaper Association. And 

off I went to the Port Arthur News.  

  

Reader, I avoided woman's page. 

  

Instead I coped with the usual tyro stuff like obits and service news. But I 

also had the peculiar assignment of trying to find out the fate of an 

alleged "pet buffalo," not seen recently, which my editors assured me had 

been a fixture on the grounds of one of Port Arthur's big oil refineries. At 

the end of summer, the refinery PR confided that "it got mean, and we 

had to shoot it." My editors then decided this would not make a good 

human interest feature after all. To this day, I do not believe in pet 

buffaloes. 

  

More uncomfortably, I found out about the state's "protective" law. The  

city editor decided to reward my summer of dogsbody duty by assigning 

me to do some color coverage of a Saturday rally for former Gov. W. Lee 

O'Daniel, trying for a political comeback. It should have been fun, since 

O'Daniel, known as "Pass the Biscuits Pappy," campaigned aboard a hay-

strewn flatbed truck with his very own hillbilly band. But on Friday 

afternoon the word came down from personnel: No. Texas law prohibited 

women from working overtime, presumably in regard to their delicate 

selves. 

  

Nonetheless, I was grateful to TDNA for arranging this $50-per-week 

opportunity. The experience also led to my opposition to unpaid 

internships, much discussed in recent times. Not too long ago I popped 

off on this issue to fellow members of New York Women in 

Communications Inc. - NYWICI is generously supported by several 

publishing giants who used unpaid interns - and I can't say I heard much 

applause. 
  

 

Connecting mailbox 

  

Here's my Model 6000 story 

  
Doug Pizac (Email) - Back in the '70s when I started stringing for AP my 

first transmitter was the venerable blue box.  I then did a short stint at the 

Tampa Tribune/Times for daily experience.  They had a Model 6000.  

Whenever another paper somewhere in the country upgraded to a new 

transmitter the lab person got hold of their old 6000 for parts for ours.  

One day I was dispatched to the Florida Keys and Miami for the Cuban 

refugee Mariel Boatlift with the Model 6000 in tow.  After returning I 

vowed to get it replaced -- not with a blue box -- but AP's new rotary 
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brown/tan model that did color.  I made the proposal and the paper got 

two.  WooHoo!  But to pay for them management had to cut a budget line 

item.  They used the travel budget.  So the brand new transmitters were 

relegated to a shelf until the next fiscal year kicked in whereupon the 

Model 6000 continued to be used until then. 

  

-0- 

  

More kudos for teletype operators 

  

David Smyth (Email) - I could not even imagine myself punching out 

teletype copy eight hours a day in Hungarian or Finnish or any other 

language of which I am totally ignorant, but that is what our American 

teletype operators did on the Latin American desk in New York. Practically 

all of them had no Spanish at all, but an operator who had been doing the 

job for years would occasionally stop and tell the filing editor "this word 

doesn't look right," and sure enough it was not spelled right. I think (I 

hope) they got extra pay for Spanish language copy. They deserved it. 

  

-0- 

  

AP's Key West Outpost (1961) 
  

 
  

Claude Erbsen (Email) - The discussion of AP's Cuba coverage in the wake 

of the Bay of Pigs invasion sent me poking through boxes of old 

photographs, and I came upon this one of Neil Gilbride (Atlanta) dictating 

(left), myself (NY City Desk) listening to Cuban radio through earphones in 

the center,  and Louis de la Haba (World Desk) editing copy (standing). I 

believe the picture was taken at the Key Wester motel in Key West, 

Florida, where we first set up shop. The photographer may have been Ray 
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Howard, a cigar chomping stringer who joined us briefly from New York, 

and whom I inadvertently neglected to mention last week. 

  

-0- 

  

Two AP sightings on CBS Sunday Morning 

  

Doug Pizac (Email) - There were two AP sightings this morning - sad ones - 

on CBS's Sunday Morning show during their year-end tribute to those 

who passed away this year. 

  

At the end of the segment they did pieces on journalists such as Ben 

Bradlee.  Within the piece was a fleeting photo of Anja (Niedringhaus) 

with her name superimposed. 

  

During the very lengthy part at the beginning on Hollywood stars who 

died were several photos and verbal recognition of Bob Thomas - the only 

non-actor, director, producer, etc. in the group. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

 

  

  

To  

 

  

Richard Pyle  (Email) 

  

Arlon Southall  (Email) 
  

  

Stories of interest 

  
The Best Corrections of 2014  (Shared by Bob Daugherty) 

  

In 2014, journalists produced a number of solid blunders and fails. That's 

bad news for industry esteem, but great news for lovers of hilarious 

corrections. Here are some of our favorites from the past year: 
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'A Long Hungry Look': Forgotten Gordon Parks Photos Document 

Segregation 

  

BOSTON - In 1950, Gordon Parks was the 

only African-American photographer 

working for Life magazine, a rising star who 

was gaining the power to call his own shots, 

and he proposed a cover story both highly 

political and deeply personal: to return to 

Fort Scott, Kan., the prairie town where he 

had grown up, to find his 11 classmates in a 

segregated middle school. 

 

  

(At left, photo from the gallery showing 

Parks' uncle, James Parks, in Fort Scott.) 

  

The magazine agreed, and in the spring Parks drove back into his 

hometown for the first time in 23 years, taking, as he wrote later, "a long 

hungry look" at the red brick school where he had been educated, a 

school still segregated in 1950. "None of us understood why the first 

years of our education were separated from those of the white; nor did 

we bother to ask," Parks wrote. "The situation existed when we were 

born. We waded in normal at the tender age of 6 and swam out 

maladjusted and complexed nine years later." 

  

-0- 

  

From a Grain Valley studio just off I-70, truck driving news is on the air  

  

The Road Dog Trucking channel 

has a radio audience as captive as 

any. Its listeners are professional 

drivers stuck behind the wheel 

hauling loads at all hours. 

For an hour each weeknight, 

between "Road Dog Live" and a 

zany show called "Freewheelin'," 

a small team of award-winning 

journalists and sound engineers serves up truck driving news from a 

studio at the Grain Valley exit off Interstate 70. 

  

"Land Line Now" is stylish, in-depth reporting that aims to be the "60 

Minutes" of trucking. 



8

  

Just how much trucking news is out there to report? Apparently enough, 

as the program is entering its 10th year. 

  

  

The Final Word 

  
Good catch, Seattle Times pressroom! 

 

  

 
  

Romenesko Update: Times editor Kathy Best writes in an email: "Because 

of the crazy holiday weekend schedule I can't tell you much more than 

you already know: We ran about 20,000 Bulldogs with a glaring error; 

none was distributed. The error occurred in the newsroom. It was caught 

in the press room. But because the press run only lasts about 30 minutes, 

we didn't send a corrected page in time to catch the run. Not a great day, 

including missing a chance to say stop the presses." 

  

Today in History 
  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Monday, Dec. 29, the 363rd day of 2014. There are two days left 
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in the year. 

 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

On Dec. 29, 1170, Thomas Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury, was 

slain in Canterbury Cathedral by knights loyal to King Henry II. 

On this date: 

In 1808, the 17th president of the United States, Andrew Johnson, was 

born in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

In 1812, during the War of 1812, the American frigate USS Constitution 

engaged and severely damaged the British frigate HMS Java off Brazil. 

In 1845, Texas was admitted as the 28th state. 

In 1890, the Wounded Knee massacre took place in South Dakota as an 

estimated 300 Sioux Indians were killed by U.S. troops sent to disarm 

them. 

In 1916, Grigory Rasputin, the so-called "Mad Monk" who'd wielded great 

influence with Czar Nicholas II, was killed by a group of Russian noblemen 

in St. Petersburg. 

In 1934, Japan formally renounced the Washington Naval Treaty of 1922. 

In 1939, "The Hunchback of Notre Dame," starring Charles Laughton and 

Maureen O'Hara, was released by RKO Radio Pictures. 

In 1940, during World War II, Germany dropped incendiary bombs on 

London, setting off what came to be known as "The Second Great Fire of 

London." 

In 1957, singers Steve Lawrence and Eydie Gorme were married in Las 

Vegas. 

In 1972, Eastern Air Lines Flight 401, a Lockheed L-1011 Tristar, crashed 

into the Florida Everglades near Miami International Airport, killing 101 of 

the 176 people aboard. 

In 1975, a bomb exploded in the main terminal of New York's LaGuardia 
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Airport, killing 11 people. 

In 1989, dissident and playwright Vaclav Havel (VAHTS'-lahv HAH'-vel) 

assumed the presidency of Czechoslovakia. 

Ten years ago: President George W. Bush assembled a four-nation 

coalition to organize humanitarian relief for Asia and made clear the 

United States would help bankroll long-term rebuilding in the region 

leveled by a massive earthquake and tsunamis. President Bush 

denounced Osama bin Laden's call to boycott the Iraqi elections, saying 

that the balloting would mark a crossroads for Iraq. 

Five years ago: Brushing aside international appeals, China executed 

British drug smuggler Akmal Shaikh (AHK'-mahl shayk), who relatives said 

was mentally unstable and unwittingly lured into crime; it was China's 

first execution of a European citizen in nearly 60 years. Mexico City 

enacted Latin America's first law recognizing gay marriage and said it 

hoped to attract same-sex couples from around the world. 

One year ago: The first of two suicide bombings that claimed the lives of 

32 victims in the southern Russian city of Volgograd took place in a train 

station (the second blast occurred on a bus the next day). 

Today's Birthdays: Actress Dina Merrill is 91. Actress Inga Swenson is 82. 

ABC newscaster Tom Jarriel is 80. Actress Mary Tyler Moore is 78. Actress 

Barbara Steele is 77. Actor Jon Voight is 76. Country singer Ed Bruce is 75. 

Rock musician Ray Thomas is 73. Singer Marianne Faithfull is 68. Jockey 

Laffit Pincay, Jr. is 68. Actor Ted Danson is 67. Actor Jon Polito is 64. 

Singer-actress Yvonne Elliman is 63. Actress Patricia Clarkson is 55. 

Comedian Paula Poundstone is 55. Rock singer-musician Jim Reid (The 

Jesus and Mary Chain) is 53. Actor Michael Cudlitz is 50. Rock singer 

Dexter Holland (The Offspring) is 49. Actor-comedian Mystro Clark is 48. 

Actor Jason Gould is 48. CNN anchor Ashleigh Banfield is 47. Movie 

director Andy Wachowski is 47. Actress Jennifer Ehle is 45. Actor Patrick 

Fischler is 45. Rock singer-musician Glen Phillips is 44. Actor Kevin 

Weisman is 44. Actor Jude Law is 42. Actress Maria Dizzia (TV: "Orange is 

the New Black") is 40. Actor Mekhi Phifer (mih-KY' FY'-fuhr) is 40. Actor 

Shawn Hatosy is 39. Actress Katherine Moennig is 37. Actor Diego Luna is 

35. Country singer Jessica Andrews is 31. Actress Jane Levy is 25. 
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Thought for Today: "If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder, 

he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, 

rediscovering with him the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we 

live in." - Rachel Carson, American biologist (1907-1964). 

  
 

Paul Stevens 

Connecting newsletter 
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