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Colleagues, 

  

Good Saturday morning. 

  

We lead Connecting with sad news of the death of Matt Franjola, a reporter and 

photographer for The Associated Press who was among the last Americans in Saigon as it 

fell to the North Vietnamese in 1975. He died Thursday at Danbury Hospital in Hartford, 

Connecticut at the age of 72. 

  

Franjola (pronounced Fran joe' lah) is pictured at left in the photo above, taken in the AP's 

Saigon bureau on April 30, 1975, the day Saigon fell, along with AP colleagues Peter Arnett 

(behind two Hanoi soldiers) and George Esper (looking down at the map). The bureau's 

interpreter is at right. 

  

Our Connecting colleague and former AP Saigon bureau chief Richard Pyle (Email) shares 

the following obituary on Matt.  

  

Paul 

  

  

By RICHARD PYLE 

  

     NEW YORK - Matt Franjola, a Vietnam-era war correspondent who to many colleagues 

typified the intrepid reporter using all the tools of the trade - including courage, cameras 

and cultural expertise - to cover war and conflict, died on New Year's Day after a long, 

recurring illness.  
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     Franjola, who in the 1960s and early `70s worked for both the Associated Press and 

United Press International, died in a Danbury, Conn., hospital where he was under care for 

major gastrointestinal ailments that had plagued him for decades. He dealt with rare 

fungal infections, peritonitis and colon cancer, that required experimental drugs, two liver 

transplants and other surgery.  

  

     Hospitalized in November and later released, he was readmitted to the Danbury 

hospital just before Christmas, and died on Thursday morning.  

  

   ``He made it into the New Year,'' a daughter, 

Alexandra, said in a  message to friends and 

associates of her father.   

  

    Through it all, family members said, he defied 

the odds of survival and had talked of returning 

again to his last  love, the restoring and salvaging 

of historic barns, mostly in Connecticut and New 

York state.  

  

    ``He lived the life of an invincible person,'' 

Franjola's former wife, Grace, said in a telephone 

interview.       

  

    Known to news colleagues as ``The Franj'' and by a variety of other nicknames, he had 

covered the war in Cambodia after it spread there from Vietnam in 1970, and left Phnom 

Penh as the Khmer Rouge communist forces were about to seize power in April 1975.  

  

    He wound up in Saigon where he rejoined AP, and was one of three staffers present 

when a pair of young North Vietnamese soldiers entered  the AP bureau  on April 30, the 

day South Vietnam's government capitulated to the invaders from Hanoi, ending a 15-year 

war. 

  

    As bureau chief George Esper hospitably served Coke and stale cake to the surprise 

visitors, Peter Arnett and Franjola interviewed them about their final march and victorious 

entry into the enemy capital.  

   

     ``Matt was determined to cover the last days even as most of his journalist friends were 

departing,'' Arnett said in an e-mail. 

  

     Although AP's New York executives, concerned for staff safety and insurance issues, 

had ruled out any additional staff, ``George Esper and I welcomed Matt because of his fine 

work in Cambodia and Vietnam in the last years of those wars,'' Arnett recalled, and the 

possibility that if rejected by AP, Franjola might return to rival UPI, sealed the deal. 

  

    ``No way the AP would allow that to happen, so Matt was on the team, and proved 

invaluable over the coming days,'' he said.   
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    The trio were among a small group of foreign correspondents who had elected to stay 

behind as U.S. officials evacuated the last 7,000 Americas and South Vietnamese by 

helicopters and boats to naval ships offshore.  

  

      ``Matt played a key role in AP's coverage, reporting on the chaos at the American 

embassy as hundreds of Vietnamese sought to board helicopters,'' Arnett said. ``He also 

was at the embassy a few hours before communist tanks entered the city, watching 

Vietnamese who were left behind looting the offices and forcing open safes holding U.S, 

currency.  

  

     ``As communist troops began taking over Saigon, Franjola boldly approached them and 

by interviewing them in their own language, was able to personalize his stories of historic 

military events.''    

  

      Matthew Franjola was born Oct. 6, 1942 to Steven and Margaret Franjola and grew up 

in the New York borough of Queens, His father was an electrician. Matt, who later 

adopted ``John'' as the middle name his parents had not provided, attended Cortland 

State University in New York, majoring in physical education and playing football and 

lacrosse.   

  

      He and his wife Grace, married in 1984 and divorced 10 years later, had two daughters, 

Alexandra and Claire.  

  

          Franjola was working for a U.S. construction contractor, Pacific Architects & 

Engineers  (PA&E) in Vietnam, when recruited for his first journalism job by UPI 

photographer David Kennerly.  

  

          In several years of  reporting and camera work in Southeast Asia, Africa and other 

places, Franjola acquired a reputation as a swashbuckling  journalist with extensive 

knowledge of the countries he covered, especially on military topics. 

  

          He later joined AP in Cambodia, sharing its war coverage with Denis Gray for two 

years. 

  

          ``Matt had a great military mind, both at the tactical field level and strategically,'' 

Gray said. ``He knew when he had to go out to the battlefield himself. But he didn't do it 

for the thrill. He didn't appreciate the gonzo types.''  

  

          Gray said he and Franjola developed close bonds with a recruited Cambodian staff of 

about 20 reporters and photo stringers, led by office manager Chhay Born Lay who was 

able to depart.  But many of the others were among the hundreds of thousands who 

disappeared in Cambodia's infamous ``Killing Fields.'' 

  

          ``To his last day, I am sure that Matt remembered all those - and that was most of 

them - who died after Phnom Penn fell to the Khmer Rouge,'' Gray said in an e-mail. 

  

          Ex-radio reporter Glenn MacDonald also recalled Franjola's ability to analyze a 
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situation, ``whether on the highway out of Phnom Penh or estimating what tactics the Viet 

Cong or North Vietnamese Army would use in attacking some outpost.''     

  

     Franjola was also known among colleagues for his interest in the inhabitants of 

countries he covered, and in Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia, he learned the native 

languages. 

  

     Former US diplomat in Cambodia and good friend Barry Broman recalled asking 

Franjola why he didn't use French. ``He said he refused to speak to the people in the 

language of their former colonial masters."    

  

     Franjola's grasp of situations and linguistic skills, rare among press corps members of 

the day, led some to speculate that Franjola was possibly a CIA agent using journalism as a 

cover, but if he ever had to deny that, he could cite the record showing his selection for 

the Peace Corps had been turned down.  

  

     He was especially adept with cameras, and while working in South Africa in 1977, 

Franjola managed to get inside a temporary morgue and photograph the body of Steve 

Biko, a black anti-apartheid activist who had been murdered in police custody. Distributed 

globally, the photo helped galvanize international condemnation of the racist 

Johannesburg regime.  

  

     Journalist Stewart Dalby, who had once interviewed Biko,  called Franjola ``a talented 

reporter in many ways and particularly very resourceful.  His picture was and remains an 

iconic one.''  

  

     ``Matt was a guy who learned his  trade in the field and learned it well,'' said longtime 

photojournalist David Burnett, another friend..   

  

     According to Richard Blystone, who was Franjola's bureau chief in Bangkok, he had 

some adventuresome ideas that did not turn out.   

  

     He earned a pilot's license and flew his own Cessna but was ``enchanted with the idea'' 

of buying a kit aircraft, Blystone said. The company, however, went broke, according to 

another friend, Robert Griffin.  

 

  

    Franjola also invested with a partner in a  played-out Zimbabwe gold mine, hoping to 

reap large profits from tailings, but nothing came of  that plan, Blystone said.  

  

    As for the spy rumors, Blystone said, ``My bet is that he never received pay from the the 

CIA, but I also bet any agents paid close attention if they came across him.'' 

  

    The family did not announce funeral plans but said a memorial service would be held in 

Washington, in February.   

 

-0- 
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 Click here for a link to the AP wire obituary. 

  
-0- 

  

David Hume Kennerly, a UPI colleague of Matt Franjola in Vietnam and later personal 

photographer for President Gerald Ford, posted this photo and comments on Facebook: 
  
My good friend and colleague Matt Franjola 

died yesterday. He and I spent a lot of quality 

time in Vietnam and Cambodia under fire, and 

lived to talk about it. On one occasion Matt 

saved my life (and his) because of his ability to 

speak fluent Vietnamese--he overheard some 

ARVN soldiers saying they were going to leave 

us pinned down in a rice paddy as the VC 

approached. That led us to scramble for the 

last chopper out of the area. I had the chance 

to say goodbye to The Franj a couple of days ago shortly before he caught that final lift out 

of the action. During the call I shared my love and affection for him, and thanked him for 

being my friend. 
  
I had the chance to introduce Matt to another of my favorite people, President Gerald R. 

Ford, in the oval office in 1976. As you can see Matt dressed up for the occasion! 
  
  

We also remember... 
 

 Connecting published on Dec. 31 a list of former and retired AP employees who died in 

2014, based on stories in the newsletter over the past year. 
  
I just obtained the following names from Human Resources of those who also died in 2014 

and who we missed. So we also remember: 
  
Stephen Cheney 
David Hern 
Gloria Stuart 
Gilbert Balderrama 
John Bennitt 
Russell Thomas 
William Bryan 
Paul Rose 
Robert Hall 
Arlyn Morgan 
John Quigg 
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Tribune papers return to AP, drop Reuters America 

  

By Joe Pompeo 

Capital New York 

  

Two years after dropping The Associated Press, a group of newspapers owned by Tribune 

Publishing have resumed the services provided by the news agency, which syndicates 

articles, photos and video to media outlets around the world. 

  

The papers include major metropolitan dailies such as The Chicago Tribune, The Baltimore 

Sun and The Hartford Courant. The Los Angeles Times, which is the largest Tribune paper, 

had retained its AP membership. 

  

"The AP delivers premium content that our 

readers across all platforms expect," a 

Tribune spokesman told Capital in a 

prepared statement. "We made our recent 

news service choice based on a number of 

key criteria, including: meeting our readers' 

content expectations, achieving the balance 

of cost and value, and a desire to secure 

one primary news service for all Tribune 

Publishing business units." 

  

The move, first reported by media blogger Jim Romenesko, means that Tribune will drop 

Reuters America, a competing domestic news service run by Thomson Reuters, the 

Tribune spokesman confirmed. Reuters America was launched in 2010 at a lower price 

point than what AP offered for access to its U.S. news content, and Tribune was the 

inaugural client. 

  

A Reuters spokesperson said the company was "confident [Tribune] will return to Reuters 

America in the future" while noting that the service just signed its 50th client. 

  

Winning back Tribune is a coup for AP, which has faced pressure from media organizations 

over its pricing structure in recent years as many news outlets-newspapers in particular-

have grappled with diminished budgets and smaller revenues. 

  

CNN, for instance, dropped AP in 2010 to launch a newswire of its own, but has since 

resubscribed to the agency's photo content. Representatives for the network did not 

immediately respond to inquiries about whether CNN plans to reinstate a fuller level of AP 

service. 

  

Last month, Capital reported that The Huffington Post has announced plans to stop using 

AP stories after its current contract expires at the end of 2015. 

  

The Tribune papers initially reduced their level of AP service concurrent with the Reuters 

America launch. They dropped AP in full at the start of 2013, and in July, Chicago Tribune 
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editor Gerould Kern said his newspaper was happy with Reuters America, telling Rick 

Edmunds of the Poynter Institute that readers were getting "more than adequate content" 

at "a price that has saved us [a] significant amount of money." 

  

Since then, Tribune Publishing completed its spinoff from the Tribune Company, which 

now trades as a broadcast-focused entity known as Tribune Media. 

  

The Tribune spokesman confirmed that Tribune Publishing is paying to use text, photos, 

video and election data from AP, a non-profit news cooperative with some 2,300 

journalists worldwide. 

  

AP does not disclose its rates and they vary from member to member depending on the 

level of service. The agency, which competes with newswires such as Reuters and Agence 

France-Presse, is a valuable resource for traditional U.S. publishers that have scaled back 

domestic and foreign bureaus, as well as for digital startups looking to supplement the 

content they offer to readers. 

  

Click here for a link to the story. Shared by Bob Daugherty. 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Washington's Jay Arnold joins AP retiree fold 

  

Jay Arnold (Email) -  Paul:  Mike Feinsilber suggested I send this retirement note to you for 

inclusion in your newsletter for former APers. I just retired yesterday, Jan. 1, after 35-plus 

years in Los Angeles and Washington. Now I'll try to answer the question: Is there life after 

AP? 

  

AP colleagues: 

  

Working the WDC desk through more than three decades of domestic and international 

turmoil, political upheaval and scandal has given me I think a unique vantage point to 

observe the flow of major, life-altering news events -- all roads lead to Washington, for 

sure - and the way some of the world's best journalists at the AP have reported on things 

that matter to people everywhere. It has been a dream come true for me to be 

tangentially involved in all this reporting - from Iran-Contra to Monica Lewinsky to 9/11 to 

Iraq and Afghanistan to Obama's election and the Pulitzer Prize won by our team, just to 

name a few watershed events. 

  

I'm grateful to those of you who made my very fulfilling AP career possible. 

  

Now I begin the next adventure - moving to the Chicago area to help raise two amazing 

grandkids, spend more time with my daughter and her husband, and to try to begin 

repaying my wife, Karen, for all those nights she was left at home alone while I toiled for 

Mother AP. 

  

I look forward to hearing more great things in the future from WDC AP. 
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With respect, 

Jay 

  

-0- 

  

Remember the quality-control photo? 

  

 
  

Ken Fields (Email) -  The story you posted in Connecting brought back some memories of 

my time as a Laserphoto Operations manager in Chicago.  I was responsible for local 

maintenance of the DEC PDP-11/84 Electronic Darkroom and also quality control for the 

wirephoto network in eighteen mid-western states.   

  

One of the quality control fixtures was an IEEE chart that we sent out on the network.  The 

AP members would mail them back to me in Chicago so that I could inspect them for 

transmission errors and mechanical problems.  The chart included a photo of a young lady 

along with some technical graphics used for troubleshooting.   

  

The chart, and the photo of the young lady, became so ubiquitous that the AP did a story 

on her (sometime in the early nineties, I believe.)  That story might be of some interest to 

your readers if you can find it in the AP archives. 

  

-0- 
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Introducing Chris Connell to the Connecting fold 

  

Chris Connell (Email) - You asked me to introduce myself to Connecting colleagues. New 

Year's Day seems an auspicious time for it marks the day when I officially become an AP 

retiree with the arrival of the first pension check for 27 years in Newark, Atlantic City and 

Washington. It is also the start of my 16th year as a free-lance writer and editor, a second 

act that thankfully is still going strong.  

  

I write primarily about education - a legacy of my first beat in 

Washington, tag-teaming Joe Califano with the redoubtable 

Mike Putzel at the Department of Health, Education and 

Welfare (no one under 45 has the foggiest clue what the 

acronym HEW stood for) - for foundations, nonprofit 

organizations and magazines, but also tackle a wide range of 

other public policy topics. Nearly a third of each year is 

consumed by my work on an annual Internationalizing the 

Campus report for NAFSA, the professional organization that 

runs international education programs on U.S. campuses.  

  

Since 2003 I've spent each spring visiting and profiling nearly 

60 colleges and universities that won the Senator Paul Simon 

Award for expanding the international horizons of American 

students and bringing the best and brightest from around 

the world to American campuses. The winners range from 

top research universities to small, liberal arts colleges and even a few community colleges. 

The report also features shorter stories on additional campuses that push the total past 

100 colleges and universities - so many that when I play the parlor game of asking friends 

where they went to school, the odds are good that I've written about their alma mater.  

  

You can find out yourself by Googling "NAFSA Internationalizing the Campus" and adding 

the name of your college. I am also the photographer for these reports - not in the league 

of the many greats I worked with in Jersey and D.C., but not half-bad. Writing, 

photography, it's all story-telling. 

  

I stay in touch with mentors Bob Haring, who hired me as a vacation relief reporter in 

1969 - what a summer job for a college kid - and my Alexandria, Virginia, neighbor Bob 

Dubill, who brought me on full-time in 1971, Haring is the retired executive editor of the 

Tulsa World and Dubill the former executive editor of USA Today. Bob and bride Mary 

Gordon Dubill - another Haring hire - are Washington Nationals' season-ticket holders 

(alongside Carl Leubsdorf) and often share their great seats with Nancy and me. I stay in 

touch with a bunch of other colleagues on Facebook and am enjoying hearing about even 

more thanks to the extraordinary job Mark and Paul are doing with Connecting. 

  

  

AP deals on EBay - including a funky  Teletype 
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Connecting colleague Jack Ronald (Email)  - president and publisher of The Commercial 

Review in Portland, Indiana, and longtime friend, keeps a sharp eye on eBay and found a 

couple AP-related deals that he shares here: 

  

Antique Associated Press Teletype Machine, $119.99 

  

eBay seller's wording: This is an antique Associated Press Teletype Machine.  It was found 

in a barn and it's a little dirty, a tad bit funky, but 100% awesome.  You just don't see these 

things that often.  I have no idea if it works but from the looks of it I would guess it would 

need a pretty good overhaul to get it back to fighting weight.  And speaking of weight, it is 

quite heavy so I am listing it as local pick up only because I have no idea what it would cost 

to ship it as well as what the best way to pack it would be.  I would be willing to work with 

you and figure something out though if shipping is a must.  Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions that you may have.  Thanks for looking and happy bidding.  

  

Click here for a link to the listing. 

  

And if you don't need a printer or don't want to spend that kind of money: 

  

Etched World Globe Associated Press Solid Glass Paperweight, $24.99 

  

eBay seller's wording: Buyer receives this vintage etched solid glass Associated Press 

paperweight. it's a great item for collectors of newspaper related items or just 

paperweight collectors.  

  

Click here for a link to the listing. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  

 
  

To 

  

Claudia DiMartino  (Email) 

   

Dan George  (Email) 
  

Gary Sosniecki  (Email) 
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Stories of interest 

  
Howard Buffett Kicks in Another Ten Million Bucks for Women Journalists 

  

In October, IP reported on the Howard G. Buffett Foundation's $4 million grant to the 

International Women's Media Foundation. That was a lot of money, given how 

infrequently funders throw big support behind this focus area. But it turned out that 

Buffett wasn't done: He's now tossed another $10 million into the pot for women 

journalists. Wow.  

  

What's more, IWMF has hit the ground running since that first gift in October and has big 

plans for promoting women in journalism in 2015 and far into the future. 

  

With the latest $10 million in Howard G. Buffett support, the IWMF is implementing three 

areas of programming: 

  

The Courage in Photojournalism Award: Killed earlier this year 

in Afghanistan, photojournalist Anja Niedringhaus was 

significant to Howard G. Buffett. Seven years ago, he funded 

Niedringhaus' fellowship in photojournalism at Harvard 

University. In Niedringhaus' honor, Buffett has given $1 million 

to IWMF to support annual financial awards for remarkable 

women pursuing photojournalism in the name of human 

rights. 

  

The African Great Lakes Reporting Initiative: $5 million of 

Buffett's IWMF money will go toward developing in-country 

journalistic capacity among women in Central and East Africa, and deploying foreign 

correspondents to the region to inform the international press. That Buffett would want 

to focus in this area isn't surprising, since he's deeply involved in trying to bring peace to 

Congo and surrounding areas.  

  

The Howard G. Buffett Fund for Women Journalists: The remaining $4 million of Buffett's 

IWMF grant will support educational opportunities, investigative reporting, and media 

development initiatives for women in news media. The IWMF reports that this fund 

represents a dramatic expansion of its support for women journalists.  

  

The pay and opportunity disparities affecting women in journalism have persisted for 

decades, and we need hardly mention that quality international reporting has long been in 

decline, including from crucial zones of strife like Congo. Buffett's big gift helps address 

both issues, and it will be interesting to watch how the influx of $14 million to IWWF will 

affect media in 2015, and-beyond that-what long-term effects Buffett's prioritization of 

female journalists will have on the news we actually consume. 
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 In Memoriam: Remembering the Photographers We Lost in 2014 

  

 
  

Each year TIME LightBox pays tribute to the photographers who died. For many of us at 

TIME, they were friends and colleagues; for many of those reading, they were family and 

loved ones; and for all of us, they were trail blazers, visionaries and icons. 

  

It would be difficult this year, however, to approach this article without acknowledging the 

loss of two other colleagues, James Foley and Steven Sotloff, whose deaths rippled far 

beyond the journalistic community.  

  

The circumstances of their deaths have been covered widely; despite efforts to wipe the 

videos of their executions by the Islamic State of Iraq and Greater Syria (ISIS) from the 

internet, remnants remain in the digital ether, but more so in the darkest depths of the 

collective consciousness of those who witnessed them. The videos drew the U.S. deeper 

into the Syrian civil war, and proved the lengths to which ISIS would go to engender fear in 

a horrific power play to control its message. 

  

-0- 

  

Long Beach Register folds after 16 months 

  

LONG BEACH, Calif. (AP) - The owners of the Orange County Register say they ended 

publication of the Long Beach Register on Sunday. 

  

Freedom Communications launched the Long Beach Register 16 months ago and the Los 

Angeles Register this year as part of its aggressive effort to enter the huge newspaper 

market of neighboring Los Angeles County, currently dominated by the Los Angeles Times 

and a number of daily local papers owned by the Los Angeles News Group. 

  

-0- 
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The Fleeting Obsessions Of The White House Press Corps 

  

If you didn't like the news on any given week of 2014, you were mostly in luck. You could 

just wait a few days until the press moved on. 

 

  

This was my first full year in the White House press briefing room, sitting in often on the 

daily briefings. In that time, I noticed a certain attention deficit disorder when it came to 

the issue of the day. 

 

  

In 20 seconds, here is 2014 in the White House press briefing room: 

  

-0- 

  

Dave Barry's Year in Review 

  

It was a year of mysteries. To list some of the more baffling ones: 

  

A huge airliner simply vanished, and to this day nobody has any idea what happened to it, 

despite literally thousands of hours of intensive speculation on CNN. 

  

Millions of Americans suddenly decided to make videos of themselves having ice water 

poured on their heads. Remember? There were rumors that this had something to do with 

charity, but for most of us, the connection was never clear. All we knew was that, for a 

while there, every time we turned on the TV, there was a local newscaster or Gwyneth 

Paltrow or Kermit the Frog or some random individual soaking wet and shivering. This 

mysterious phenomenon ended as suddenly as it started, but not before uncounted 

trillions of American brain cells died of frostbite. 

  

An intruder jumped the White House fence and, inexplicably, managed to run into the 

White House through the unlocked front door. Most of us had assumed that anybody 

attempting this would instantly be converted to a bullet-ridden pile of smoking carbon by 

snipers, lasers, drones, ninjas, etc., but it turned out that, for some mysterious reason, the 

White House had effectively the same level of anti-penetration security as a Dunkin' 

Donuts. 

  

-0- 

  

Struggling Pulitzer Prize-Winning Journalist Represents Face Of Poverty In The U.S. 

  

William McPherson has a Pulitzer Prize, but little money to his name. 

  

In a candid personal essay published in The Hedgehog Review, the 81-year-old journalist 

revealed his descent into near poverty. While his trajectory was unexpected, McPherson's 

financial state represents a common narrative in America today. 
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"I started life comfortably middle-class, maybe upper-middle class; now, like a lot of other 

people walking the streets of America today, I am poor," the acclaimed author wrote. "To 

put it directly, I have no money." 

  

-0- 

  

A passionate debate with Warren Buffett and 'Dilbert' creator Scott Adams 

  

 
  

Steve Jordon, who covers Warren Buffett for the Buffett-owned Omaha World-Herald, 

contacted both "Dilbert" creator Scott Adams and the billionaire investor after this strip 

ran Christmas week.  

  

Adams told the World-Herald columnist: 

  

It turns out that there's no correlation between passion and success. I found that my 

passion followed success. If I did something that was going to make me rich, I got really 

excited about it. In my case, I looked for the things that would make a success. 

  

Buffett responded in an email to Jordon: 

  

Having passion for something is far from an automatic guarantee of success, but I think it 

helps. It's hard to imagine very many athletes succeeding without a passion for their sport, 

though obviously many who are equally passionate fall on their face (count me among 

those). 

  

I tell the college students who visit Omaha to try to find the job that they'd take if they 

didn't need a job (easier said than done but still the right goal). They may not enjoy wild 

success but they will certainly enjoy life more than if they go to a job they find 

uninteresting. And, on balance, I believe they will enjoy more success. 

  

-0-- 

  

Web Freedom Is Seen as a Growing Global Issue 

  

SAN FRANCISCO - Government censorship of the Internet is a cat-and-mouse game. And 

despite more aggressive tactics in recent months, the cats have been largely frustrated 

while the mice wriggle away. 
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But this year, the challenges for Silicon Valley will mount, with Russia and Turkey in 

particular trying to tighten controls on foreign-based Internet companies. Major American 

companies like Facebook, Twitter and Google are increasingly being put in the tricky 

position of figuring out which laws and orders to comply with around the world - and 

which to ignore or contest. 

  

On Wednesday, Russia's president, Vladimir V. Putin, signed the latest version of a 

personal data law that will require companies to store data about Russian users on 

computers inside the country, where it will be easier for the government to get access to 

it. With few companies expected to comply with the law, which goes into effect Sept. 1, a 

confrontation may well erupt. 

  

-0- 

  

RJI seeks ideas for 2015-2016 Reynolds Fellowships 

  

The Donald W. Reynolds Journalism Institute invites proposals from people and 

institutions to collaborate with RJI on innovative ideas and projects to improve the 

practice or understanding of journalism. RJI is giving special consideration this year to 

ideas and projects focused on mobile engagement and monetization; however, RJI staff 

also invites submission of other ideas and projects that could strengthen democracy 

through better journalism. 

  

Successful collaborations are often in one of three categories but are not limited to these 

categories: 1) Transformation of an idea into a market tested prototype; 2) Development 

and deployment of a prototyped product or service into a substantial market test to 

prepare it for angel or venture investment or a full launch of the project; 3) Scholarly 

research that leads to publication of new understandings about the practice of journalism. 

  

There are three types of fellowships for 2015-2016: residential, non-residential and 

institutional. Residential fellows spend eight months on the University of Missouri 

campus. Non-residential fellows explore their ideas from their home or office, with an 

occasional visit to campus. The institutional fellowship allows an individual to remain at 

their post at a news organization or other institution while developing an idea.  

  

Each fellowship includes a stipend. Residential fellows receive an $80,000 stipend and a 

$10,000 one-time housing or relocation allowance. 

Non-residential fellows receive a $20,000 stipend, plus research and travel support. The 

institutional fellowship stipend - $20,000 - is paid to the company or institution and can be 

used for salary relief or for another purpose to best ensure the success of the fellowship 

project. 

  

Reynolds fellowships are open to U.S. citizens and foreign journalists. The deadline to 

apply is Feb. 1. For more information or to apply: 

http://rjionline.org/fellowship. Contact Roger Gafke at rjifellows2015@rjionline.org with 

questions. 
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The Final Word 

 
  

Today in History 
 

  
By The Associated Press 
  
Today is Saturday, Jan. 3, the third day of 2015. There are 362 days left in the year. 
 

  
Today's Highlight in History: 
 

  
On Jan. 3, 1961, President Dwight D. Eisenhower announced that the United States had 

terminated diplomatic relations with Cuba, after the Havana government said it was 

limiting the number of U.S. Embassy and Consulate personnel allowed in the country. 
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On this date: 
 

  
In 1521, Martin Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church by Pope 

Leo X. 
 

  
In 1777, Gen. George Washington's army routed the British in the Battle of Princeton, New 

Jersey. 
 

  
In 1870, groundbreaking took place for the Brooklyn Bridge. 
 

  
In 1911, the first postal savings banks were opened by the U.S. Post Office. (The banks 

were abolished in 1966.) 
 

  
In 1938, the March of Dimes campaign to fight polio was established by President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt, who himself had been afflicted with the crippling disease. 
 

  
In 1949, in a pair of rulings, the U.S. Supreme Court said that states had the right to ban 

closed shops. 
 

  
In 1959, Alaska became the 49th state as President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a 

proclamation. 
 

  
In 1967, Jack Ruby, the man who shot and killed accused presidential assassin Lee Harvey 

Oswald, died in a Dallas hospital. 
 

  
In 1975, the original version of the TV game show "Jeopardy!," hosted by Art Fleming, 

ended its nearly 11-year run on NBC. 
 

  
In 1980, conservationist Joy Adamson, author of "Born Free," was killed in northern Kenya 

by a former employee. 
 

  
In 1990, ousted Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega surrendered to U.S. forces, 10 days 

after taking refuge in the Vatican's diplomatic mission. 
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In 2000, the last new daily "Peanuts" strip by Charles Schulz ran in 2,600 newspapers. 
 

  
Ten years ago: President George W. Bush tapped his father, former President George H.W. 

Bush, and former President Bill Clinton to help raise tsunami relief funds. Will Eisner, the 

artist who'd revolutionized comic books and helped pioneer the graphic novel, died in 

Lauderdale Lakes, Florida, at age 87. The third-ranked Auburn Tigers limped to a 16-13 

victory over No. 9 Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bowl. Craig Ferguson took over as host of 

"The Late Late Show" on CBS-TV. 
 

  
Five years ago: The U.S. closed its embassy in Yemen, citing ongoing threats by the al-

Qaida branch linked to the failed Christmas Day bombing attempt of a U.S. airliner headed 

to Detroit; Britain also shuttered its embassy. A Rutgers University doctoral student 

breached security at Newark Liberty Airport to kiss his girlfriend goodbye, prompting a six-

hour shutdown. (Haisong Jiang (hy-song gee-ong) later pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor, 

and was fined.) 
 

  
One year ago: The secretive Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court ruled again that the 

National Security Agency could keep collecting every American's telephone records every 

day. Phil Everly, who with his brother Don formed an influential harmony duo, died in 

Burbank, California, at age 74. Oscar-winning movie producer Saul Zaentz (zantz), 92, died 

in San Francisco. No. 12 Clemson rallied to beat No. 7 Ohio State 40-35 in the Orange 

Bowl. 
 

  
(Stations: Lloyd, single name, is correct) 
 

  
Today's Birthdays: Record producer Sir George Martin is 89. Actor Robert Loggia is 85. 

Actor Dabney Coleman is 83. Journalist-author Betty Rollin is 79. Hockey Hall-of-Famer 

Bobby Hull is 76. Singer-songwriter-producer Van Dyke Parks is 72. Musician Stephen Stills 

is 70. Rock musician John Paul Jones (Led Zeppelin) is 69. Actress Victoria Principal is 65. 

Actor-director Mel Gibson is 59. Actress Shannon Sturges is 47. Jazz musician James Carter 

is 46. Contemporary Christian singer Nichole Nordeman is 43. Musician Thomas Bangalter 

(Daft Punk) is 40. Actor Jason Marsden is 40. Actress Danica McKellar is 40. Actor Nicholas 

Gonzalez is 39. Singer Kimberley Locke ("American Idol") is 37. NFL quarterback Eli 

Manning is 34. Actress Nicole Beharie (TV: "Sleepy Hollow" Film: "42") is 30. Pop musician 

Mark Pontius (Foster the People) is 30. Rhythm-and-blues singer Lloyd is 29. Pop-rock 

musician Nash Overstreet (Hot Chelle (shel) Rae) is 29. Actor Alex D. Linz is 26. 
 

  
Thought for Today: "The difference between perseverance and obstinacy is that one 

comes from a strong will, and the other from a strong won't." - Henry Ward Beecher, 
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American clergyman (1813-1887). 
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