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 Colleagues, 
  

Good Monday morning! 

  

Here's to the first full week of the new year. 

 

 And here's to soaring through 2015 just as this bald eagle, captured by the lens of 

Connecting colleague J.B. Forbes(Email), was doing over the lock and dam at Clarksville, 

Illinois, near St. Louis.  J.B., a veteran Post-Dispatch photographer, shared this photo from 

his portfolio on Facebook recently. I find it inspiring and breath-taking. 

  

With that, here are stories of interest. 

  

Paul 

  

  

AP Essay:  
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A kid from Queens who became NY governor 

  
By MICHAEL ORESKES  

Associated Press 

  

NEW YORK (AP) -- Mario Cuomo loved to tell the story of how his father, an immigrant 

from Italy, lost his business in the Wall Street Crash of 1929. 

  

"A broker jumped out the window and 

landed on his push cart," Cuomo explained. 

  

A joke, of course. Cuomo had a cutting sense 

of humor. He and I were members of the 

same club; he would tell my wife every time 

he saw her, "Ugly men married to beautiful 

women." 

  

Cuomo was an old-fashioned guy, revealing 

little directly. But his push cart joke went to the heart of who he was both personally and 

politically. 

  

His "Tale of Two Cities" keynote address at the 1984 Democratic National Convention 

about a nation divided between haves and have-nots was both a challenge to Ronald 

Reagan's image of America as a "shining city on a hill" and a description of his own life. 

  

Ever the outsider, he was a kid from Queens, where passengers on the subway were 

directed to Manhattan with signs that said "to the city." That was his shining city - not on a 

hill but on an island towering toward the sky when viewed from the boroughs. He opened 

a law firm on Court Street across the river in Brooklyn looking from the outside in at those 

skyscrapers where the white-shoe Manhattan law firms operated. 

  

He was driven by an insecurity that emerged in the oddest ways. He rarely spent a night 

away from home. He once had the state police drive him hours through the snow when a 

storm grounded his flight back from Buffalo. It's true that merely the idea of spending 100 

days in Iowa, as his advisers said he would have to, could have been enough to put him off 

running for president. 

  

Trying to get him to explain the compelling attraction of home was no more successful 

than getting him to discuss other personal subjects. He just did not like being out of New 

York, is all he would say. 

  

His combativeness in sports was legendary. One state Senate staffer recalls Cuomo, a 

former minor league baseball player, going on the radio and denouncing not only his 

policy prescriptions but also his basketball prowess. I covered him for many years both 

before and during his governorship. Yet every time I saw him, even 30 years later, he 

would recall not the extraordinary times we had lived through together but the home run I 
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had "stolen" from him in a supposedly friendly softball game between his office and the 

legislative correspondents. 

  

Cuomo discovered a skill that channeled that competitiveness and ended up taking him 

far. He could outtalk, outargue, almost anyone. So he would argue with almost everyone. 

"If words were birds," his best friend, Fabian Palomino, once said, "he'd be covered in ..." 

Well, you know what. 

  

I got used to his 6 a.m. calls. One time, I had a story in that morning's paper about how 

differently journalists and politicians from far away, like Washington, viewed him 

compared to those in Albany, who were exposed to him. Maybe we were even 

overexposed to him. He spent an hour on the phone telling me I was wrong. 

  

This constant arguing finally wore New Yorkers out - Cuomo's friends and allies even more 

than his opponents. Memories of him were a lot warmer after his death Thursday at 82 

than when he lost his bid for a fourth term. 

  

His sense of being an outsider made him the figure he became. It shaped his politics. He 

understood inequality from experience. When he spoke of those left out, there was 

always in the background his own story of fighting to get in, fighting to be taken seriously 

by the Manhattan crowd. 

  

His father dug ditches and then ran a shop. Mario Cuomo became a great American 

success story by becoming the great storyteller of his political generation. His party, under 

Bill Clinton, went in a different direction, a third way that avoided talk that might be 

divisive. The inequality Cuomo denounced has grown dramatically and with it a political 

unhappiness that became so strong that a politician from the boroughs named Bill de 

Blasio, who had worked for Clinton, was elected mayor by saying New York had become 

"A Tale of Two Cities." 

  

Mario Cuomo wanted to be mayor but never won the job. Thirty years later, the issue of 

inequality as Cuomo framed it in that 1984 convention speech has become a national 

issue. 

  

--- 

  

Michael Oreskes, a senior managing editor for The Associated Press, was Albany bureau 

chief for The New York Times from 1982 to 1984, which spanned Cuomo's election and 

first two years in office. 

  

-0- 

  

Humbert on Capitol Tonight to remember Cuomo 

  
Connecting colleague Marc Humbert (Email) spent more than 30 years writing for the AP, 

much of it covering Mario Cuomo. 
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"Our career paths took us to San Francisco, South Bend (Ind.) and the Soviet Union 

together," Humbert recalls. On Friday night, he reminisced about the late New York 

governor during an appearance on Time Warner Cable's "Capitol Tonight" show broadcast 

from Albany, N.Y. 

  

Click here for a link to the video interview. 

  

  

Remembering Matt Franjola  

  
Matt Franjola, a reporter and photographer for The Associated Press who was among the 

last Americans in Saigon as it fell to the North Vietnamese in 1975, died Thursday at 

Danbury Hospital in Hartford, Connecticut at the age of 72. His life was recounted in 

Saturday's Connecting in a wonderful manner by Connecting colleague Richard Pyle. 

  

George Krimsky (Email) - To add to Richard Pyle's fine obituary about Matt Franjola 

(Connecting Jan. 3): 

  

Yes, Matt was a larger-than-life war correspondent, but I would be remiss not to add that 

he retreated later to a quieter life in Washington, Connecticut (pop. 3,700), where he lived 

for at least the past two decades and where I, too, reside.  We had many coffees together 

over the years in the local cafe. 

  

What his old AP colleagues may not know is that you can add to his "swashbuckling" 

reputation the fact that he chaired the local Board of Education, a volunteer position, 

when his daughters were in the three-town regional school system.  A man who could re-

invent himself, Matt also had one of the best collections of old New England barn wood in 

the area and earned his living as a seller and contractor that way. 

  

When Matt and I would meet for a chat, the first topic was usually Vietnam and being in 

touch with the old cronies that we both knew.  Then we would talk about the local school 

system (sometimes off-the-record, because he knew I was still working in community 

journalism).  And invariably we would talk about his health, which was never good.  After 

regaling me about the sad state of his innards and his latest surgeries, Matt talked without 

self-pity.  I recall asking him about 10 years ago: "Why are you still playing tennis?  No, I 

guess what I really want to know is why are you still alive?" 

  

He would just smile and shrug. 

  

-0- 

  

Neal Ulevich (Email) - A snap from my personal files of Matt Franjola. 
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Caption:  Neal Ulevich photographed Matt Franjola, right, and Holger Jensen, both 

covered in the red dirt of the Khe Sanh area, hamming it up for a snapshot in 1971.  The 

press corps was covering the ambitious - and ultimately disastrous - South Vietnamese 

Operation Lam Son 719 into Laos. 

  

-0- 

  

Claude Erbsen (Email) - I never cease to marvel at how Richard Pyle manages to distill the 

essence of a person's life into a single sentence.  

  

Everything after his lede on Matt Franjola's obit is just detail and backup.  

  

As I have said to you before, I hope and pray that Richard outlives me. But I am in no hurry 

to put him to work. 

  

-0- 

  

Terry Anderson (Email) - I can only say that when I met Matt many years ago, he was 

welcoming and helpful, despite his towering reputation among correspondents. Over the 
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years, I never found him to be less than that to anyone. I was proud to call him a friend. 

  

  

Scholarship fund for sons of AP's Mike Mokrzycki 

  
Connecting colleague Steve Elliott (Email) shares welcome news on a scholarship that will 

be started in honor of AP's Mike Mokrzycki: 

  

Chris Callahan, Dean and University Vice Provost, Walter Cronkite School of Journalism 

and Mass Communication, Arizona State University, writes: 

  

When Mike Mokrzycki passed away unexpectedly right before Christmas, many of his dear 

friends and colleagues wanted to find a way to honor his memory. I am delighted that 

there is now a new scholarship fund established for the terrific teenage sons of Mike and 

his loving wife, Jill Gambon. Donations to the scholarship fund for Brady and Connor can 

be made sent to: 

  

Brady and Connor Mokrzycki Ed. Fund 

c/o Eastern Bank 

17 Storey Ave. 

Newburyport, MA. 01950 

  

Please join us, Steve Eisenstadt, and other friends of Mike from Boston University Alumni 

Association, the Daily Free Press Alumni, The Associated Press and the national polling 

community to honor our friend and support the most important people in his life. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  
System Headline Changes:  

  

Beginning Monday, January 5 , the AP will increase the maximum character count for short 

headlines on story files to 60, from the current 50. Headlines are a key to promoting 

content and engaging readers, and the AP is making a change to provide more flexibility in 

crafting headlines that compellingly convey a story's gist and key details. This will enable 

us to more effectively convey a story's key elements, while lessening or eliminating 

awkward constructions sometimes forced by the 50-character limit.  Click here for link to 

this advisory. 

  

-0- 

  

Linda Deutsch donation to AP archives 

  

Linda Deutsch (Email) -  Los Angeles AP special correspondent, who retired recently after a 
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48-year AP career covering the major trials of our day: 

 

  

By year's end, realizing that I would be moving on, I met with the AP's chief of archives, 

Valerie Komor, who urged me to donate my papers to the AP.  I had amassed an 

enormous collection of notes, newspaper clippings and even original wire copy from the 

beginning of my career with the wire service.  Much of it had already been catalogued by 

my former assistant, the talented Kappy Kilburn, but there was more to be done.   

  

Having considered donations to other institutions, I finally decided that the place for my 

personal archives was the organization that had been my home and family for 48 years, 

The Associated Press.  Valerie, who created the AP archives and has made it a go-to 

resource for historic research, recruited a Los Angeles archivist to finish the organizing and 

boxing.  And with a lump in my throat, I waved goodbye to 62 boxes of my life's work as it 

was packed into a FedEx truck and sent off to New York.  

  

They arrived safely and Valerie has assured me they are in good hands and will be 

available to researchers as my legacy.  I will also have access to everything I need for my 

book.  And much of the material will be digitalized in the future. 

  

-0- 

  

There's a lot to Connecting 

  
Otto Doelling (Email) - While on the post-holiday go, I decided to print out the Jan. 3, 

2015, edition of Connecting so that  I could read  it at my leisure. Well, my printer kept 

churning away until it hit a near-magazine length of 27 pages, raising the question: How 

do you do it and do it on such a regular basis?  

  

All I can think of adding (with deep appreciation) is keep doing it. While I'm at it,  bows are 

also due to your faithful contributors, like Richard Pyle, whose Matt Franjola obit graces 

the January 3 edition. 

  

Happy 2015 and best wishes. 

  

-0- 
 

  

A sky - make that, moon - shot from near Lawrence, Kansas 
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 Connecting colleague Bryan Welch(Email) pulled out his trusty Canon SX50HS, Radu, and 

braved 5-degree temperatures to shoot the first Connecting moon shot of 2015 from his 

home just south of Lawrence, Kansas. Bryan is publisher, managing director and editorial 

director of Ogden Publications in Topeka, Kansas. 

  

-0- 

  

Addition from Jay Arnold 

  
Jay Arnold (Email) - adds this to his welcome profile from Saturday's edition: 

  

An addendum: I worked at AP Los Angeles from 1979-1984, covering the business side of 

the entertainment industry. I transferred to WDC in 1985, working the desk, doing GA and 

then covering telecommunications. I became PMs supervisor somewhere around 1990 

and worked the desk as an editor and/or supe until retirement. 

  

The AP team of Matt Apuzzo, Adam Goldman, Chris Hawley and Eileen Sullivan won the 

2012 Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting for a series of stories on NYPD spying on 

minority and Muslim neighborhoods after 9/11. Matt, Adam and Eileen worked in the 

WDC buro. 
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How I got my first journalism job 

  

 
  

 

  

Kent Prince (Email) - who started with AP in Atlanta in 1966, to NY general desk after a 

couple of years, then to New Orleans as news editor (replacing Kent Zimmerman). Retired 

in 2006: 

  

My first job in journalism came when I was about 9 and my father, the editor of the 

weekly Newton Record in Mississippi, told me to write up the Little League games. I 

quickly learned that angry readers can harangue a reporter no matter what his age. "Why 

didn't you print my boys' name?"  My first journalism learning experience. 

  

I thought I would use my English degree to teach, but that was folly, so I applied to the 

States-Item in New Orleans, where Walter Cowan was editor without an opening. He gave 

my name to the AP and I took the test in the Jackson, Miss., capitol where Jim Saggus had 

just discovered a closet full of old legislative spittoons. To be honest, I was more 

interested in getting one of those spittoons than a wire-service job. 

  

As it turned out, the AP didn't create the civil rights job I was applying for, and I went back 

to misery in the Mississippi Delta. Shortly after Christmas my wife went into labor and I 

was at the hospital when Ron Autry called from Atlanta. The AP had a job. Did I want it? 

Well, I hesitated, I'm somewhat distracted under the circumstances. "Fine," he said. "Get 

back to me tomorrow."  My first AP job, my first AP learning experience.  

  

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

 

 Stuart Scott dies at age of 49 

  
Stuart Scott, a longtime anchor at ESPN, died Sunday morning at the age of 49. 
  
Among the features of the new ESPN studio in Bristol is a wall of catchphrases made 

famous by on-air talent over the years. An amazing nine of them belong to one man -- 
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from his signature "Boo-Yah!" to "As cool as the other side of the pillow" to "He must be 

the bus driver cuz he was takin' him to school." 
 

  

  
That man is Stuart Scott, and his contributions to the sports lexicon are writ large. But they 

are only one aspect of his legacy. When he passed away, he left behind so much more. He 

inspired his colleagues with his sheer talent, his work ethic and his devotion to his 

daughters, Taelor, 19, and Sydni, 15. He defied convention and criticism to help bring this 

network into a new century. He spoke to the very athletes he was talking about with a flair 

and a style that ESPN president John Skipper says, "changed everything." 
  
"He didn't just push the envelope," says sports radio host and former ESPN anchor Dan 

Patrick. "He bulldozed the envelope." 
  
Scott was remembered through an outpouring of tributes by athletes, colleagues and fans 

on Twitter and statements from his alma mater, the University of North Carolina, which 

said that "his legacy will live on in many ways -- as a friend, a son, a father, a professional 

and forever, a Tar Heel," and President Barack Obama. 
  
"I will miss Stuart Scott. Twenty years ago, Stu helped usher in a new way to talk about our 

favorite teams and the day's best plays. For much of those twenty years, public service 

and campaigns have kept me from my family -- but wherever I went, I could flip on the TV 

and Stu and his colleagues on SportsCenter were there. Over the years, he entertained us, 

and in the end, he inspired us -- with courage and love. Michelle and I offer our thoughts 

and prayers to his family, friends, and colleagues," the president said. 
 

  
-0- 
  

Bill Moyers' Retirement from Television "Lays Down a Challenge" for Next Generation of 
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Journalists 

  

 
  

Now available online and airing on PBS stations across the country over the weekend, the 

final episode of the weekly commentary and news show Moyers & Company will mark the 

official television retirement (though not the career) of veteran journalist Bill Moyers. 

  

In the fall of last year, Moyers announced with little fanfare that the show would be 

ending and he would retire from television (yes, this time he means it) after more than 

forty years working in print and broadcast media. Though Moyers will end his near- weekly 

appearance in the homes of millions of Americans,  the website which he created in 2012, 

BillMoyers.com will continue to operate-creating both familiar and new kinds of content. 

  

"Democracy is a public trust - a reciprocal agreement between generations to keep it in 

good repair and pass along... So to this new generation I say: over to you, welcome to the 

fight." -Bill MoyersCelebrating his long career but lamenting the impact of his departure, 

historian Peter Dreier, in a piece posted to Common Dreams this week, argues that 

Moyers' retirement from the airwaves will "leave a huge hole" not easily filled by others. 

"No other program has journalistic breadth and depth, as well as the progressive 

viewpoint, that Moyers' show has provided views for over four decades," Dreier wrote. 

  

-0- 

  

Selfies on a Stick, and the Social-Content Challenge for the Media 

  

Sometimes you don't need an analyst's report to get a look at the future of the media 

industry and the challenges it will bring. 

  

On New Year's Eve, I was one of the poor souls working in Times Square. By about 1 p.m., 

it was time to evacuate, and when I stepped into the cold that would assault the huddled, 

partying masses that night, a couple was getting ready to pose for a photo with the logo 

on The New York Times Building in the background. I love that I work at a place that 

people deem worthy of memorializing, and I often offer to help. 
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My assistance was not required. As I watched, the young couple mounted their phone on 

a collapsible pole, then extended it outward, the camera now able to capture the moment 

in wide-screen glory. 

  

Today in History 
 

  

By The Associated Press 
 

  

Today is Monday, Jan. 5, the fifth day of 2015. There are 360 days left in the year. 
 

  
Today's Highlight in History: 
 

  
On Jan. 5, 1925, Democrat Nellie Tayloe Ross of Wyoming took office as America's first 

female governor, succeeding her late husband, William, following a special election. 
 

  
On this date: 
 

  
In 1781, a British naval expedition led by Benedict Arnold burned Richmond, Virginia. 
 

  
In 1895, French Capt. Alfred Dreyfus, convicted of treason, was publicly stripped of his 

rank. (He was ultimately vindicated.) 
 

  
In 1905, the National Association of Audubon Societies for the Protection of Wild Birds 

and Animals was incorporated in New York State. 
 

  
In 1914, auto industrialist Henry Ford announced he was going to pay workers $5 for an 8-

hour day, as opposed to $2.34 for a 9-hour day. (Employees still worked six days a week; 

the 5-day work week was instituted in 1926.) 
 

  
In 1933, the 30th president of the United States, Calvin Coolidge, died in Northampton, 

Massachusetts, at age 60. Construction began on the Golden Gate Bridge. (Work was 

completed four years later.) 
 

  
In 1949, in his State of the Union address, President Harry S. Truman labeled his 

administration the Fair Deal. 
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In 1957, President Dwight D. Eisenhower proposed assistance to countries to help them 

resist Communist aggression in what became known as the Eisenhower Doctrine. 
 

  
In 1964, during a visit to the Holy Land, Pope Paul VI met with Patriarch Athenagoras I of 

Constantinople in Jerusalem. 
 

  
In 1970, Joseph A. Yablonski, an unsuccessful candidate for the presidency of the United 

Mine Workers of America, was found murdered with his wife and daughter at their 

Clarksville, Pennsylvania, home. (UMWA President Tony Boyle and seven others were 

convicted of, or pleaded guilty to, the killings.) "All My Children" premiered on ABC-TV. 
 

  
In 1975, "The Wiz," a musical version of L. Frank Baum's "The Wonderful Wizard of Oz" 

featuring an all-black cast, opened on Broadway. 
 

  
In 1983, President Ronald Reagan announced he was nominating Elizabeth Dole to 

succeed Drew Lewis as secretary of transportation; Dole became the first woman to head 

a Cabinet department in Reagan's administration, and the first to head the DOT. 
 

  
In 1994, Thomas P. "Tip" O'Neill, former speaker of the House of Representatives, died in 

Boston at age 81. 
 

  
Ten years ago: President George W. Bush opened a new drive for caps on medical 

malpractice awards, contending the limits would lower health care costs. The bodies of 18 

young Iraqi Shiites taken off a bus and executed in Dec. 2005 were found in a field near 

Mosul. Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun (wah-SEF' ah-LEE' hah-SOON'), a Marine charged with 

desertion in Iraq after mysteriously disappearing from his post was again declared a 

deserter - this time for failing to report to his U.S. base. (Hassoun turned himself in to 

military authorities in June 2014.) Eris, the largest dwarf planet of the solar system, was 

identified by astronomers at the Palomar Observatory in California. 
 

  
Five years ago: President Barack Obama scolded 20 of his highest-level officials over the 

thwarted Christmas Day terror attack on an airliner bound for Detroit, taking them jointly 

to task for "a screw-up that could have been disastrous" and should have been avoided. 

The U.S. and British embassies in Yemen reopened their doors after a two-day closure 

prompted by security concerns. 
 

  
One year ago: The Iraqi military tried to dislodge al-Qaida militants in Sunni-dominated 
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Anbar province, unleashing airstrikes and besieging the regional capital. Acting with a 

court order, the family of Jahi (juh-HY') McMath, a 13-year-old California girl declared 

brain dead after a tonsillectomy, removed her from a California hospital to be cared for 

elsewhere. 
 

  
Today's Birthdays: Former Vice President Walter F. Mondale is 87. Actor Robert Duvall is 

84. Juan Carlos, former King of Spain, is 77. Singer-musician Athol Guy (The Seekers) is 75. 

Talk show host Charlie Rose is 73. Actress-director Diane Keaton is 69. Actor Ted Lange 

(lanj) is 67. Rhythm-and-blues musician George "Funky" Brown (Kool and the Gang) is 66. 

Rock musician Chris Stein (Blondie) is 65. Former CIA Director George Tenet is 62. Actress 

Pamela Sue Martin is 62. Actor Clancy Brown is 56. Singer Iris Dement is 54. Actor Ricky 

Paull (correct) Goldin is 50. Actor Vinnie Jones is 50. Rock musician Kate Schellenbach 

(Luscious Jackson) is 49. Dancer-choreographer Carrie Ann Inaba is 47. Actress Heather 

Paige Kent is 46. Rock singer Marilyn Manson is 46. Actor Shea Whigham is 46. Actor 

Derek Cecil (TV: "House of Cards"; "Treme") is 42. Actor Bradley Cooper is 40. Actress 

January Jones is 37. Actress Brooklyn Sudano is 34. 
 

  
Thought for Today: "It is the job that is never started that takes longest to finish." - J.R.R. 

Tolkien, English author (1892-1973). 
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