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Colleagues, 

  

Good Wednesday morning! 

  

Here are stories of interest. 

  

Paul 

  

  

McCrory verbally spars with AP reporter 

  

By  Mark Binker 

WRAL.com, Raleigh 

  

DURHAM, N.C. - Gov. Pat McCrory continues to maintain he properly reported a payout 

from Tree.com, telling an Associated Press reporter Monday that the news agency's story 

presents a "false impression" of his dealings with the company.  

  

The story stems from McCrory's time in the private sector between his unsuccessful run 

for governor in 2008 and his winning bid that landed him in office at the beginning of 
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2013. During that time, McCrory served on the board of Tree.com, the Charlotte-based 

parent of Lending Tree.  

  

Normally, as a director of the company, McCrory would have had to serve out his term on 

the board before he would be entitled to own certain stock tentatively granted to him. 

However, he took his oath of office and resigned from the company's board before that 

stock had vested.  

  

The AP reported last month that McCrory accepted stock that was converted from that 

restricted form to common shares worth $171,071 as of Jan. 30, 2013, weeks after he took 

the oath of office but the same day he stepped down from the Tree.com board. McCrory 

also received another $10,063 in payments from Tree.com that same year, despite no 

longer being on the board.  

  

The news agency has questioned whether McCrory properly reported those benefits on 

state ethics forms. McCrory maintains that he has, although those forms appear to reflect 

stock ownership and not a direct cash payment.  

  

"You continue not to correct your mistakes," McCrory told the AP reporter, Michael 

Biesecker, after the governor spoke to an economic forecast forum in Durham.  

  

Biesecker pushed McCrory to confirm that he received the payment from Tree.com, to 

which McCrory said, "I stand by my facts as you stand by your story." He then cut off 

further questions about the Tree.com story. 

  

A spokesman for McCrory later clarified that McCrory had, in fact, received the payment 

and believed he was responding "yes" to a question about the payments. 

  

During a later exchange after some intervening questions, McCrory told Biesecker, "Read 

our response, which is pretty substantial."  

  

That response from the McCrory administration was itself unusual. The governor's 

communications staff took the extraordinary step of not only answering the questions 

raised by the AP in writing but assembling a 34-page dossier on Biesecker critical of his 

work covering the administration. 

  

None of those written responses address the question posed Monday, which is whether 

McCrory actually received the payment noted in the AP report. 

  

Click here to read the story online. Shared by Richard Chady 

  

  

The woman in the AP test photo 

  

Charlie Monzella (Email) - The lady who posed for the AP Laserphoto test, Shirley George, 

may no longer be alive.  
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The AP Log story listed her by her maiden name Shirley Schubert, 

as a 1954 graduate of Northwestern University. I have found on the 

Northwestern Alumni Association "In Memoriam" section the 

name Shirley Schubert George from the Class of 1954. 

  

I emailed the alumni association asking for more information, but I 

received an email from Northwestern saying it could not provide 

any information about Shirley Schubert George due to privacy 

laws. 

  

 

  

 

  

-0- 

  

Michelle Morgante (Email) - The discussion about the Shirley test image reminded me of 

this recent story from NPR about Kodak's use of "Shirley cards," which it sent to photo 

studios to test their equipment. This story refers to an original model named Shirley Page. 

Was it just coincidence that the AP image also used a Shirley, albeit a Shirley (Schubert) 

George? 

 

  

Click here for a link to the NPR story, which begins: 

  

Jersson Garcia works at Richard Photo Lab in Hollywood. 

He's 31 years old, and he's got a total crush on Shirley. 

  

"Beautiful skin tones, beautiful eyes, great hair," he sighs. 

"She's gorgeous." 

  

Garcia is holding a 4-by-6-inch photo of an ivory-faced 

brunette wearing a lacy, white, off-the-shoulders top. She 

has red lipstick and silver earrings, and the photo appears to 

have been taken sometime in the 1970s or '80s. 

  

For many years, this "Shirley" card - named for the original 

model, who was an employee of Kodak - was used by photo 

labs to calibrate skin tones, shadows and light during the printing process. 

  

"She was the standard," Garcia says, "so whenever we printed anything, we had to pull 

Shirley in. If Shirley looked good, everything else was OK. If Shirley didn't look so hot that 

day, we had to tweak something - something was wrong." 

  

Shirley cards go back to the mid-1950s, a time when Kodak sold almost all of the color film 

used in the U.S. After a customer used the film, he or she would bring the roll to a Kodak 
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store to be printed. In 1954, the federal government stepped in to break up Kodak's 

monopoly. 

  

  

Introducing new Connecting members 

  

Art Loomis (Email) - Several months ago I started this long story about who I was for 

nearly 40 AP years.  It became very boring and super long only part way thru so I lost 

interest and stopped writing.   

  

Several days ago, you posted a release from AP Personnel of the folks that had passed 

away and you posted the folks that you had not informed us of.  I noticed Lloyd Swann 

seemed to be a little short on information.  They advised that he was COC in Richmond 

and COC in Nashville.  In between those two jobs, Lloyd was a Technical Service Manager 

for many, many years.  Most likely the person in Personnel  wouldn't have a clue what a 

TSM was in those days so we will forgive he or she for the error.  The moral of this story 

is:  I am going to give you my AP history in that format, if I don't get carried away.  

  

Technician 1964 thru fall of 1966.  Jackson, Mississippi. Then to Washington DC and 

Richmond, VA... ACOC  Chicago.  COC  Richmond, VA. - -Albany, NY. --  LA, CA. - ASST. 

Production Manager NYC.  COC NYC. -Denver, CO.-San Francisco, CA...   

  

I left the AP and went to work for the CC Times in Walnut Creek, CA.  After almost two 

years I returned to the AP as Senior Tech and transferred to Phoenix, AZ. I remained there 

until I retired in Feb 2000. 

  

What a lifelong trip with the AP.  I would venture to say that I was head of 

Communications in more bureaus than any COC before or after me. 

  

-0- 

  

Andy Waters (Email) - I started with the AP as a news clerk in the Kansas City bureau 

during the summer of 1991, fresh out of journalism school at Washington and Lee 

University in Lexington, Va. (Sorry - make that Lexington, Virginia. Must get used to the 

new style for state names.)  
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Then-KC Bureau Chief Paul Stevens and ACOB Eva Parziale thought I was a good risk, 

apparently. Within about six months I'd been transferred to the Los Angeles bureau, still a 

news clerk but gaining experience on reporting assignments, including stories related to 

the LA Riot of April 1992. Soon I was promoted to newsman and remember spending lots 

of overnights on the broadcast desk, staying alive (barely) on Flamin' Hot Cheetos and the 

company of fellow night-shifters - Jeff Meyer, Yumi Wilson, Sally Buzbee and others - all 

under the watchful eye of Bureau Chief Andy Lippman.  

  

In 1993, I transferred to the Portland, Oregon, bureau (working again with Parziale, who 

had taken a position there as bureau chief) and chased around figure skater non grata 

Tonya Harding with fellow AP staffers Rick Green, Carol Riha, Bob Baum, Jeff Barnard, Bill 

McCall, Paul Queary, Steve Slocum and others.  

  

In 1995, I made the inevitable move back to Missouri to join the news staff at the 

Columbia Daily Tribune, which my family owns and operates and where I am now general 

manager.  

  

I'm attaching an AP photo that moved during my salad days in Portland. Use it if you need 

to fill space.  (Andy is immediately behind Tanya.) 
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Letters home to Hero Street 

  

Marc Wilson (Email) shares this story on a film documentary to be released next week 

that is based on his book, "Hero Street USA." The article appeared in the recent issue of 

River Cities Reader of Davenport, Iowa: 

  

Movie 

Letters Home to Hero Street 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 

Thursday, January 15, 6 p.m. 

  

Silvis, Illinois, is the home to Hero Street USA, the 

former Second Street re-christened (in 1968) to 

honor eight of its former residents - soldiers of 

Mexican-American descent who lived there yet died 

fighting in World War II or the Korean War. Perhaps 

you've heard of it. To his surprise, however, local 

filmmaker Kelly Rundle hadn't. 

  

"I graduated from United Township High School," 

says Rundle, who - alongside fellow documentarian 

and spouse Tammy - directs, produces, and writes for 

the area production company Fourth Wall Films. 

"And somehow, I did that without ever hearing the 

story of Hero Street." 

  

He and Tammy met, married, "and were gone from 

the Quad Cities for about 25 years. And when we 

returned, I started seeing references to Hero Street in 

the newspaper. And then I met with a friend from 

high school to chat at the VFW in East Moline, and behind the counter was a copy of Marc 

Wilson's book on Hero Street (Hero Street USA: The Story of Little Mexico's Fallen 

Soldiers). It was just, like, everywhere I looked! 

  

"And when I finally got the book and read it, I thought, 'Wow. What a great story.' And I 

knew there had to be other people, like me, who spent their lives in the Quad Cities and 

knew absolutely nothing about it. And it shouldn't be that way." 

  

With support from WQPT-TV and a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, the Rundles have 

now told the story of this fascinating neighborhood - and one soldier's story in particular - 

in Letters Home to Hero Street, a 30-minute documentary that will make its area debut at 

Silvis' Our Lady of Guadalupe Church (800 17th Street) on January 15. 

  

The film's narrative, which Rundle says fits in with Fourth Wall's mission of filming "stories 
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that have this local or regional following but that deserve a much wider following," 

focuses specifically on soldier Frank Sandoval, who perished in Burma in 1944. He had sent 

hundreds of letters detailing his experiences to his family in Silvis. And through the 130 or 

so missives still in existence - with actor Eric Juarez reading Sandoval's words - Letters 

Home to Hero Street delivers a first-person account of one man's wartime journey that, 

the Rundles hope, will also speak to the experiences of soldiers, and those who receive 

their missives, everywhere. 

  

"It was an epic journey," says Kelly about Sandoval's military career. "Initially, he was 

stationed in Rockford, Illinois, at a place that later became a prisoner-of-war camp for 

German prisoners of war. Then he was sent to California and served in two different bases 

there. Then he was sent, by train, all the way across to U.S. to a port in New York City - and 

actually came through the Silvis trainyard on his way. Then he boarded a luxury liner that 

transported troops from New York to Bombay - where the conditions in India, and the 

poverty, were pretty dire at the time. 

  

"But soldiers had to be very careful with what they wrote," Rundle continues. "Some of his 

letters actually have words of phrases removed with a razor blade. So he was vague about 

some details, and not so vague about others - things he was thinking or feeling, or how he 

was missing his home. 

  

"So we're not depicting a particular battle or campaign in the film. It's really just one man's 

journey, one man's experiences, in service. And a lot of it's rather mundane and rather 

ordinary - except that he's placed in these extraordinary conditions. He talks about a 

fellow soldier in another unit who, in the midst of night training and constructing bridges, 

was washed away and drowned. His body hadn't even been found the next day. So there 

were things all along the way that were sort of astonishing and amazing and disappointing 

and frustrating. All kinds of emotions." 

  

In the end, says Rundle of Letters Home to Hero Street, "We didn't select Frank because 

he's somehow more important than the other seven. Nor do we acknowledge the 'Hero 

Street Eight' as somehow more significant than other people who made that same 

sacrifice. But it presents a way to tell a larger story - that people who serve in the military 

are people, and they have a whole range of emotions about service. Frank's story is 

unique, and Hero Street is unique, but there's a universal quality in those stories that I 

think almost anyone can relate to." 

  

For more information on Letters Home to Hero Street and its January 15 screening, 

visitHeroStreetMovie.com, FourthWallFilms.com, and WQPT.org. 

  

AP presents 'Super Moments' photo exhibit 

  

As football fans around the country look forward to the excitement of Super Bowl XLIX, 

The Associated Press is recognizing the game's rich history with a photo exhibit near the 

University of Phoenix Stadium, where the big game will be played.  

  

"Super Moments, Superstars, Super Game-An Associated Press Exhibit" opens with a 
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reception on Friday, Jan. 9, at Gallery Glendale, 9830 W. Westgate Blvd., in Glendale, 

Arizona.  

  

Featuring 50 compelling AP images, including a photo from every Super Bowl game since 

the first in 1967, the exhibit will showcase the trials and triumphs of football's biggest 

contest. The 2014 championship was the most-watched television event in U.S. history.  

  

"AP photojournalists have been documenting the Super Bowl since it began," said 

Santiago Lyon, AP vice president and director of photography. "We're thrilled to offer 

some of their best work ahead of this year's game."  

  

The exhibit, which is free, will be open on Fridays and Saturdays in January, as well as on 

Sunday, Jan. 25 (Pro Bowl game day), and on Sunday, Feb. 1 (Super Bowl Sunday), from 10 

a.m. until 7 p.m. PST.  

  

AP Images, the commercial photo unit of AP, is the exclusive commercial photo partner for 

the NFL, providing powerful and unique imagery of games, athletes and special events. In 

1996, AP became the first news organization to cover a Super Bowl without film, using 

only digital cameras, at Super Bowl XXX in Tempe, Arizona.  

  

For complete AP news coverage of the NFL visit the AP Pro32 Digital News Experience, an 

embeddable package of Web-exclusive coverage produced by AP's sports staff, or 

download the AP Mobile app on iTunes or Google Play.  

  

Gallery Glendale at Westgate is made possible through a partnership between the City of 

Glendale and Westgate Entertainment District.  

  

Click here for a link to the story. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  
Welcome to the 2016 Media Circus 

  

The 2016 presidential campaign, that noble American contest that will decide the fate of 

our nation, is upon us. 

  

But what about its gaffes? 

  

The return of the presidential campaign cycle promises the return of the media's 

preoccupation with sideshows and minor controversies, many of which will drive 24-hour 

news cycles. Campaign coverage has never been strictly a sober, policy focused endeavor, 

but reporters and political pros on both sides of the aisle say it's primed to hit new lows in 

2016. The increase in outlets expected to cover the next contest for the White House, the 

continuing expansion of social media, and the quest for clicks has given the slip-ups, 

sideshows and silly controversies more play than ever. 
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"I think the next presidential election is going to be a journalistic 'Lord of the Flies'," said 

Mark McKinnon, the chief media strategist to George W. Bush and John McCain. "The 

problem is 2016 will see stiffer competition from more journalists fighting for greater 

advantage with fewer resources and more demands for content. And that just seems 

inevitably like the whole process will spiral downward and claw its way to the bottom." 

  

-0- 

  

Delauter to The News-Post: Don't use my name without permission 

  

Frederick County Councilman Kirby Delauter wrote on social media that he plans to sue 

The Frederick News-Post if his name or any reference to him appears in print without his 

permission. 

  

In a Facebook status posted Saturday, Delauter said he was upset with reporter Bethany 

Rodgers for "an unauthorized use of my name and my reference in her article" published 

Jan. 3 about his and Councilman Billy Shreve's concerns over County Council parking 

spaces. 

  

"So let me be clear............do not contact me and do not use my name or reference me in 

an unauthorized form in the future," Delauter, R-District 5, said in a Facebook status 

update. 

  

-0- 

  

Ansel Adams Act (Shared by Doug Pizac) 

  

There is a new bill in congress called the Ansel Adams Act that will restore First 

Amendment Rights to photographers which I'm sure everyone will be interested in.  It was 

introduced on Friday.  Here's the link to it. 

  

-0- 

  

Dean Baquet's 'Charting the Future' Note to Times Staff 

  

A turbulent year at The Times is over, and with that, the executive editor, Dean Baquet, 

has written a lengthy note to the newsroom staff, titled "Charting the Future." After 

writing about this myself last week, I thought that readers might like this inside look. Mr. 

Baquet did not object to the internal document being made public. Here it is: 

  

Today in History 
  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 7, the seventh day of 2015. There are 358 days left in the year. 
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Today's Highlight in History: 

 

  

On Jan. 7, 1927, commercial transatlantic telephone service was inaugurated between 

New York and London. 

 

  

On this date: 

 

  

In 1610, astronomer Galileo Galilei began observing three of Jupiter's moons (he spotted a 

fourth moon almost a week later). 

 

  

In 1789, America held its first presidential election as voters chose electors who, a month 

later, selected George Washington to be the nation's first chief executive. 

 

  

In 1800, the 13th president of the United States, Millard Fillmore, was born in Summerhill, 

New York. 

 

  

In 1894, one of the earliest motion picture experiments took place at the Thomas Edison 

studio in West Orange, New Jersey, as Fred Ott was filmed taking a pinch of snuff and 

sneezing. 

 

  

In 1904, the Marconi International Marine Communication Company of London 

announced that the telegraphed letters "CQD" would serve as a maritime distress call (it 

was later replaced with "SOS"). 

 

  

In 1942, the Japanese siege of Bataan began during World War II. (The fall of Bataan three 

months later was followed by the notorious Death March.) 

 

  

In 1949, George C. Marshall resigned as U.S. Secretary of State; President Harry S. Truman 

chose Dean Acheson to succeed him. 

 

  

In 1955, singer Marian Anderson made her debut with the Metropolitan Opera in New 

York, in Verdi's "Un Ballo in Maschera." The opening of the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa 

was televised for the first time. 
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In 1963, the U.S. Post Office raised the cost of a first-class stamp from 4 to 5 cents. 

 

  

In 1979, Vietnamese forces captured the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh, overthrowing 

the Khmer Rouge government. 

 

  

In 1989, Emperor Hirohito of Japan died in Tokyo at age 87; he was succeeded by his son, 

Crown Prince Akihito. 

 

  

In 1999, for the second time in history, an impeached American president went on trial 

before the Senate. President Bill Clinton faced charges of perjury and obstruction of 

justice; he was acquitted. 

 

  

Ten years ago: A military jury at Fort Hood, Texas, acquitted Army Sgt. 1st Class Tracy 

Perkins of involuntary manslaughter in the alleged drowning of an Iraqi civilian, but 

convicted him of assault in the Jan. 2004 incident. (Perkins was sentenced to six months in 

prison.) Rosemary Kennedy, the oldest sister of President John F. Kennedy and the 

inspiration for the Special Olympics, died at a Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, hospital at age 86. 

Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston announced they were separating after 4 1/2 years of 

marriage. 

 

  

Five years ago: A worker for a transformer-making company in St. Louis showed up at the 

plant and opened fire, killing three people and wounding five before killing himself. 

Thousands of Egyptian Christians went on a rampage after six members of their 

community were gunned down as they left midnight Mass for Coptic Christians in the 

southern Egyptian town of Nag Hamadi. No. 1 Alabama held on for a 37-21 win over No. 2 

Texas in the BCS championship played in Pasadena, California. 

 

  

One year ago: Brutal polar air that made the Midwest shiver over the past few days spread 

to the East and the Deep South, shattering records that in some cases had stood for more 

than a century. A U.S. Air Force Pave Hawk helicopter crashed in a coastal area of eastern 

England during a training mission, killing all four crew members aboard. 

 

  

Today's Birthdays: Author William Peter Blatty is 87. Magazine publisher Jann Wenner is 

69. Singer Kenny Loggins is 67. Singer-songwriter Marshall Chapman is 66. Latin pop singer 

Juan Gabriel is 65. Actress Erin Gray is 65. Actor Sammo Hung is 63. Actor David Caruso is 

59. Talk show host Katie Couric is 58. Country singer David Lee Murphy is 56. Rock 

musician Kathy Valentine is 56. Actor David Marciano is 55. Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., is 54. 

Actress Hallie Todd is 53. Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., is 51. Actor Nicolas Cage is 51. Singer-

songwriter John Ondrasik (on-DRAH'-sik) (Five for Fighting) is 50. Actor Doug E. Doug is 45. 
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Actor Kevin Rahm is 44. Actor Jeremy Renner is 44. Country singer-musician John Rich is 

41. Actor Dustin Diamond is 38. Singer/rapper Aloe Blacc is 36. Actress Lauren Cohan is 33. 

Actor Brett Dalton (TV: "Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.") is 32. Actor Robert Ri'chard is 32. 

Actress Lyndsy Fonseca is 28. Actor Liam Aiken is 25. Actress Camryn Grimes is 25. Actor 

Max Morrow is 24. Actor Marcus Scribner (TV: "black-ish") is 15. 

 

  

Thought for Today: "Nothing in science has any value to society if it is not 

communicated, and scientists are beginning to learn their social obligations." - Anne Roe 

Simpson, American psychologist (1904-1991). 
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