
1

From: Paul Stevens [stevenspl@live.com]
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2015 9:10 AM
To: stevenspl@live.com
Subject: Connecting - January 16, 2015

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

   

     

   

   

   

  

       

  

Connecting 

January 16, 2015 

   
Click  here for sound 

 of the Teletype  

 

   

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

Colleagues, 

  

Good Friday morning! 
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During the past week, our Connecting readership jumped over 600 - doubling in size from 

a year ago at this time. 

  

Word of mouth is most responsible for this growth of our newsletter, which continues to 

be all about the people who once made The Associated Press tick and in many cases who 

continue to do so as full-time employees. Our membership is primarily AP retirees and 

current and former AP journalists, but also includes many industry friends who care very 

much about our company, its rich history and its future. 

  

I thought it a good time to review what Connecting is all about - for the "old timers" as 

well as the new members - so bear with me: 

  

Connecting normally is sent six days a week, usually first thing in the morning, and our 

growing rolls include people from around the world - Ghana, Japan, China, France, 

Thailand, to name a few - and it reaches virtually every state in the USA. A company called 

Constant Contact hosts and transmits Connecting and keeps a secure database of email 

addresses. If you know someone who you think might like to join, feel free to share the 

newsletter with them and let me know if they'd like to sign up. 

  

The price of membership is simple: 

  

If you have a story or a memory to share, connected to the news of the day or not, or if 

you see an AP-related or journalism-related story that would be of interest to the group, 

send it along by email. Photos are always welcomed.  

 

 A great example is in today's newsletter - Mike Holmes' story about 59 consecutive 

months of golfing...in Nebraska. Connecting colleague John Lumpkin knew about it, and 

prompted Mike to submit the story to Connecting. 

  

Connecting is more than just memories, however. I try  to include stories each day on the 

current and future state of journalism that I think you'd like to know. So if you see 

candidates, send them along to me. 

  

Connecting is only as strong as you make it - akin to the state news desks where many of 

us once worked. Like the state wires, it is dependent on its members to contribute 

memories and stories. I augment what you send by looking for content of interest by 

mining the AP web site, Politico, Romenesko, MediaGazer, Nieman and Facebook, to name 

a few. Valerie Komor, director of AP Corporate Archives, and her staff are great 

contributors, and my partner in crime with Connecting is colleague and friend Mark 

Mittelstadt, whose last AP assignment was as liaison between the AP and AP Managing 

Editors (now called AP Media Editors). 

  

If you have an idea for a Connecting feature, send it along. Bob Daugherty, retired AP 

Washington photojournalist, is a regular contributor and proposed a "Where Are They 

Now?" feature that some of you have contributed to. Another popular one of  late: How I 

got my first job in journalism. 
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To help you stay in touch with colleagues, most names of contributors, new members and 

birthday celebrants are hot-linked - meaning that when you double-click on their name, 

their email appears in a new window. Most stories are also hot-linked, so when you 

double-click on a story headline, the entire story comes up for viewing. 

  

What's with the handsome golden retriever in the birthday section (and pictured above)? 

Well, he is Dudley, who "owns" Connecting colleague Beth Grace, former AP bureau chief 

and journalist. Dudley is our official, slobbery greeter who doesn't know he is a, um, dog.  

  

I hope you will share stories and memories for the newsletter, and let me know how we 

can get better. 

  

Paul 
  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Library toy donations from Andy Lippman 

  

 
  

 

  

Andy Lippman (Email) is pictured in this photo taken by the South Pasadena (California) 

Public Library looking at the toys and things the children's librarian bought with the money 

he donated for use by the department. 

  

For the last five years, Andy - former AP Los Angeles, Indianapolis and Louisville chief of 
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bureau -  also have been organizing programs for the children's and teen department, on 

topics ranging from drama to creative writing. Andy is also on the library's board of 

trustees. 

 

  

The toys went out for use this week. 

  

-0- 

  

2005 Danish cartoons and AP policy 

Michael Feldman (Email) - I had a lot to do with the 2005 Danish cartoons and AP policy. 

These cartoons showed the face of Muhammad and what they said was the violent nature 

of Islam. They were not that vulgar in my view. But I thought the cartoons would put staff 

and stringers in danger. Higher management agreed.  

  

My first thoughts on the French ones were similar. But when you print 3-5 million copies 

and 3 million march in Paris, it is worth a second look.  

  

As the manager of AP foreign operations in London and NY (1990-2008), I was in charge of 

and assigned people, and two of them were killed and at least 4 seriously injured. I fault 

no one. You lose sleep over this. 

  

I once asked Horst Faas which was more dangerous - the situations now or in Vietnam. 

Horst said, now - that with Vietnam, you went back into the action after a week or less. 

Now with sat phones and cell phones and digital cameras, the dangers are 24/7. 

  

I am glad I am retired. 

  

-0- 

  

Americans need to know true cost of war 
  

Mike Tharp (Email) - Once again, Paul has struck a nerve and a chord among us newsies. 

Asking for our thoughts about whether to publish or not to publish the Charlie Hedbo 

Muhammed cartoon does a noble service.  

  

I faced this issue in November 2009 when I was executive editor of the McClatchy daily 

Merced Sun-Star in Central California. Click here for a link that takes you to part of the 

column I wrote after the firestorm. In essence, I made the call to publish an AP photo of a 

young Marine dying of his wounds in Afghanistan, plus the AP story about the incident 

that killed him. The Marine's family (his father was a Vietnam vet) asked the AP not to 

distribute the photo. To its credit, the news agency sent it out to subscribers, letting us 

make the call. During our afternoon budget meeting, I said we'd publish both the story 

and the photo, inside. We did. The fit hit the shan.  

  

Commenters on our website, calls, emails and hand-delivered letters accused me of 



5

journalistic high treason. People canceled subscriptions. Readers called on the company to 

fire me. In an interview with superb TV journalist Sara Sandrik and Alex Ruiz, the Fresno 

ABC affiliate's North Valley Bureau (in our newsroom), I told her that if faced with the 

same choice tomorrow, I'd do it again. The noise level crescendoed.  

  

My reasoning was simple: Americans need to know the true cost of our wars, and the 

most poignant way of showing that cost is visual. I spent 13 months in Vietnam as a soldier 

and, by 2009, I'd covered the Persian Gulf War and civil wars in Somalia, Bosnia and 

Albania/Kosovo for U.S. News & World Report. plus two six-week deployments for 

McClatchy in 2008-09 in Iraq, embedding with the 10th Mountain Division in Kirkuk and 

the 1st Infantry Division in Baghdad. I figured that experience qualified me to publish the 

photo. I included a lot of other reasons for doing so, but the main one is that most of us 

have no clue about the toll imposed on us from the military decisions of politicians. The 

media have been censoring themselves on war coverage ever since Vietnam, I wrote. I 

ended the column by quoting my secretary, Connie Hodges, whose daughter served two 

tours in Iraq in the army. People have no idea what goes on over there, she said. They 

need to know. 

  

Slowly, the tide turned. We were one of a handful of newspapers in the U.S. to publish the 

photo. Greg Mitchell, then editor of the late Editor & Publisher, wrote a column about the 

courage behind my decision. I don't know about that, but for me it was just the right thing 

to do. And if I were still an editor, we would have run the Muhammed cartoon. As the 

Pentagon Papers proved, if we assert the right to publish, we must publish. 

  

-0- 

  

Haircut needed for accreditation 

  

Phil Sandlin (Email) - Saw Bob Daugherty's note about the movie Selma and wish to add to 

that. 

  

I haven't seen the movie but I'll bet it doesn't contain a clip where the Public Safety 

Director of Selma, E. Wilson Baker, refused to accredit myself, at the time working for 

UPI,  and Life Magazine photographer Charlie Moore until we got haircuts.  We were 

driven to a barber shop for the task and afterwards were given our local press credentials.  

A sign of the times.  Laughable now. 

   

I spent many, many weeks before, during, and after the march covering this story and am 

not sure I'd be an objective viewer. 

  

-0- 

  

Here's a eulogy to remember 
  

Jeannine Yeomans (Email) - My humor essay "The Narcissist Gives the Eulogy" published 

in Psychology Today magazine is online.  
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As journalists all of us have heard these horrible eulogies, toasts, speeches where 

everyone is screaming "get the hook." 

  

Here it is: 

  

A narcissist bids farewell to his somewhat friend 

  

By Jeannine Yeomans 

Psychology Today 

  

I first met the deceased at the middle school football team tryouts. Naturally, I made the 

team, but the deceased didn't. He was a great sport, and he made a great waterboy 

throughout my stellar career. 

  

In fact, that's why I nicknamed him "Waterboy." His nickname for me was "God." Just 

kidding. 

  

Throughout my days as a star athlete, I could count on Waterboy to bring me my towel 

and refreshments, which helped me to play well, always. Thank you, dearly departed 

Waterboy. 

  

In high school, Waterboy started dating Janet, the most beautiful girl in our class. 

Fortunately for me, the deceased didn't seem to mind Janet dumping him for me. And 

now Janet is my lovely wife sitting right over there with our three lovely children. Love ya, 

honey. 

  

Luckily for me, and my lifelong friendship with him, which lasted his whole life, Waterboy 

gave me a job when I got the ax at Dickerson, Fritz, and Fogarty. Why do they hire hot 

secretaries in the first place? 

  

And this is now, when I have to say my last good-bye to Waterboy. 

  

I'm going to keep this short, because nobody likes long speeches. My lovely wife told me I 

must not talk about myself. What did she expect? For Chrissake, this is a eulogy! 

  

And, I forgive you for not asking me to speak here today, but I knew I just had to talk 

about my great friendship with the deceased, which as I said lasted his whole life. 

  

I know, more than anything, Waterboy, you're going to miss me. 

  

-0- 

  

He's played at least nine holes - in Nebraska - for 59 consecutive months 
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Mike Holmes (Email), former AP chief of bureau and newsman and current editorial page 

editor of the Omaha World-Herald, writes: 

  

I've played golf all my life and still love the game. But it was a lot easier to play year-round 

when I lived in Texas than it is up here on the High Plains, where January lows average 12 

degrees. Yet, as of today, I have played at least nine holes - in Nebraska - every month for 

59 consecutive months.  

  

This lunacy started in February 2010, when my son Ian was getting ready for his final high 

school varsity golf season. He wanted to get in some practice before the season officially 

opened. The temperature was in the mid-40s and the little nine-hole club I belong to was 

open, so we played.  

  

Then I just kept going. On Dec. 6, my now college-graduate son (at right in above photo) 

was my co-conspirator again when we teed off at 35 degrees. This called for stocking caps, 

gloves and several layers of clothes and some performance-enhancing brandy. But a 

buddy now calls me "Mr. 59," and I didn't have to shoot 13-under-par to earn the title.  

  

A few stats: 

  

15 blocks - shortest distance traveled to play   

339 miles - longest distance traveled to play (but still in Nebraska).   

31 degrees - coldest round  

99 degrees - warmest round  

73 - lowest score during the streak   

94 - highest score during the streak  

5 - rounds with snow on the ground  

2 - rounds with snow in the air  

3 - shots played out of snow  

  

Sadly, it's been near zero much of this month, with wind chills well into negative numbers. 
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But this weekend's forecast is calling for temperatures in the 40s, so there's a chance. 

Because, as Crash Davis told the rookie in the movie Bull Durham, "A player on a streak 

has to respect the streak."    

  

  

AP among media teaming up for news drones 

  
Politico:   

 

  

A group of 10 media organizations is teaming up with Virginia Tech to test the use of 

drones to gather news. 

  

The New York Times, Associated Press, The Washington Post, NBCUniversal, Gannett Co., 

Getty Images, The E.W. Scripps Company and Sinclair Broadcast Group are part of the 

coalition that will work with the university to test the safety of real-life scenarios where a 

media organization would want to gather news. 

  

Virginia Tech is one of six test sites established by Congress to collect data on the use of 

drones.  

  

"The AP is excited to join with these other leading media companies in exploring the safe 

and responsible use of drone technology for newsgathering purposes that further our 

understanding of current events," AP Director of Photography Santiago Lyon said. 

  

On Wednesday, CNN announced that they had signed an agreement with the Federal 

Aviation Administration allowing it to share its research about using drones for 

newsgathering and reporting. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  

   

To 

  

Bob Daugherty  (Email) 

  

Brian Friedman  (Email) 
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Stories of interest 

  
  

Rieder: Deciding to publish an image of the prophet 

  

One of the many admirable qualities Margaret 

Sullivan brings to her role as public editor of The 

New York Times is her forthrightness. She 

doesn't leave figuring out where she stands to 

your imagination. 

  

Such was the case on the question of whether 

the Times had erred by failing to publish the 

new Charlie Hebdo cover. Yes, Sullivan 

concluded Wednesday, it certainly had. 

  

Deciding whether to publish offensive and incendiary material is one of the toughest 

decisions news executives have to make. The issue has leaped to the fore several times 

already in the Charlie Hebdo saga and no doubt will again. 

  

-0- 

  

CNN's Christiane Amanpour questions Zucker over Charlie Hebdo decision 

  

CNN's Christiane Amanpour questioned network president Jeff Zucker in front of CNN's 

global staff on Wednesday over his decision not to air images of the Islamic Prophet 

Muhammad, sources at the network told POLITICO. 

  

In a "town hall" simulcast to CNN bureaus worldwide, the chief international 

correspondent informed her boss that the Quran does not prohibit showing images of 

Muhammad and questioned the network's refusal to show the most recent Charlie Hebdo 

magazine cover on the grounds that it might offend Muslims. Despite conventional 

wisdom, many Islamic scholars say that the Quran does not explicitly prohibit images of 

the Prophet Muhammad. The view that such depictions should be prohibited is one that 

has evolved over time in certain strands of the religion. (More on all that here, here and 

here.) 

  

-0- 

  

Condoleezza Rice Testifies on Urging The Times to Not Run Article 
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WASHINGTON - White House officials favor two primary 

tactics when they want to kill a news article, Condoleezza 

Rice, the former national security adviser, testified 

Thursday: They can essentially confirm the report by arguing 

that it is too important to national security to be published, 

or they can say that the reporter has it wrong. 

  

Sitting across from a reporter and editor from The New York 

Times in early 2003, Ms. Rice said, she tried both. 

  

Testifying in the leak trial of Jeffrey Sterling, a former C.I.A. 

officer, Ms. Rice described how the White House 

successfully persuaded Times editors not to publish an 

article about a secret operation to disrupt Iran's nuclear 

program. James Risen, a Times reporter, ultimately revealed the program in his 2006 

book, "State of War," and said that the C.I.A. had botched the operation. Prosecutors used 

Ms. Rice's testimony to bolster their case that the leak to Mr. Risen had harmed national 

security. 

  

-0- 

  

Al Martinez dies at 85; Times columnist chronicled Southern California life 

  

 
  

 

  

"It's the people I've written about who march through my memory like an army of 

shadows," Al Martinez wrote in 2009 in his final column for the Los Angeles Times. "They 

all mattered to me, the clowns and the victims, those who gave and those who took...." 

  

Over three decades, Martinez chronicled life in Southern California as a columnist who 

had "an extraordinary ability to take something very personal and spin it out beautifully to 

make you laugh or weep," said Sue Hodson, curator of the 2012 Huntington Library exhibit 

"Al Martinez: Bard of L.A." 

  

Martinez died Monday at West Hills Hospital of congestive heart failure, said his wife, 

Joanne. He was 85 and had been suffering from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 
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The columnist was "the voice, not just of Angelenos, but of Everyman and Everywoman," 

Hodson said. "He captured bits of humanity in his writing, writing eloquently, gracefully 

and movingly of the human situation. He told universal stories and wrote about what 

unites us." 

  

-0- 

  

Virginian-Pilot journalists: Corporate management pressure is stifling coverage  (Shared 

by Carol Riha) 

  

Things are not as they should be these days at The Virginian-Pilot, the largest newspaper 

in Virginia. In the fall, the paper produced an important investigation of municipal 

government, one that has sparked an official inquiry, led to policy changes at a local bank, 

and prompted the mayor of Virginia Beach to resign his lucrative private-sector job. By any 

expectation, the paper would have kept dogging the story, probing whether there was 

more to discover about the overlap between government and business elites in the 

Hampton Roads area of Virginia. 

  

Instead, the newsroom has been consumed with warding off pressure from an unexpected 

source: upper management at its own paper. In the view of several Pilot journalists, that 

pressure has stifled further enterprise reporting. It has also led to concerns that the paper 

might even publicly backtrack from its published coverage. 

  

  

AP Beat of the Week - Paris terror attacks 

  

By Mike Oreskes 

The Associated Press 

 

  

Beats in text, photos and video distinguished AP's coverage of the Paris terror attacks. 

Amid all this exemplary work, one scoop stood out: an exclusive interview by European 

investigative correspondent Raphael Satter (pictured below, right).  It provided the story 

behind the chilling images in a video of the gunmen methodically shooting a wounded 

police officer to death on the pavement outside the Charlie Hebdo office. A shining 

representation of the whole AP team's efforts, it is the 

Beat of the Week. 

    

From the beginning of the galloping, three-day story, 

staffers sprang into action. Based on reporting  by Lori 

Hinnant, Angela Charlton and others in the Paris 

bureau, AP was first to report 11 dead in the attack on 

Charlie Hebdo, the satirical newspaper _ then, three 

minutes later, first to report in English the final tally of 

12, and with a named source. Later, after authorities 

cornered the brother attackers in a village outside Paris, 

AP's Samuel Petrequin was first to quote a named 
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source confirming their deaths. (Among several major reporting contributions from 

elsewhere was the first confirmation that Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula claimed to 

have directed the Paris attack; Cairo's Sarah El Deeb and Maggie Michael quoted an AQAP 

member in Yemen on Jan. 10, four days before the group issued an official claim of 

responsibility.) 

    

AP photos told the story in unique ways, too _ from the Thibault Camus' iconic photos 

from day 1 showing a Charlie Hebdo victim being wheeled to an ambulance and then 

showing a street crowd holding placards spelling out "NOT AFRAID" in pinpoint lights, to 

Michel Euler's image of a man carrying a child to safety after the kosher grocery store 

siege. These and other photos were used prominently around the world. 

  

Video from AP also dominated. AP Direct delivered nearly 36 hours of live coverage, 

including exclusive video of police convoys chasing the Hebdo suspects down a motorway 

after they broke cover from a forest. The BBC described them as: "extraordinary live 

pictures broadcast around the world." In all, Teletrax data shows that 1,360 channels used 

AP video an extraordinary 115,700 times over the three days of the crisis. One edit alone 

was used 7,290 times - more than 10 times the average for a major story. 

    

But it was one singularly riveting, horrifying video that led to Satter's remarkable beat. 

     

It showed the scene as the Charlie Hebdo gunmen headed toward their getaway car and 

confronted a wounded policeman, hands raised, on the sidewalk. As he called out, he was 

coldly shot in the head at close range. 

    

That video was made by a nearby resident named Jordi Mir, who posted it on Facebook, 

then removed it just 15 minutes later and disappeared from social media; he left a 

message signing away his rights and imploring the news media to "think of the victims." 

Once the AP had verified the authenticity it ran an edited version, citing fair use, as did 

others. But for the AP that wasn't enough. 

    

Satter, who's based in London, sought explicit permission to use the video on all 

platforms. "We wanted to be standing on firm ground legally," he said. And he wanted to 

get behind the images. "Every iconic photo has a dramatic backstory _ whether it's the flag 

at Iwo Jima or the mystery of the Tiananmen tank man. That holds for amateur video, too. 

At the very least, the author's account helps frame a piece of media." 

    

First, Satter left repeated messages for Mir via Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn to ask for 

permission. When that didn't work, he pulled the Internet registry records, which gave a 

version of Mir's email. When they finally connected, Mir told Satter, "All the world's media 

are broadcasting my video ... without having asked me anything." 

    

He eventually gave the AP explicit permission to use the video, so long as the officer's 

death was cut _ something already done, in keeping with AP standards. 

     

But Satter sensed Mir had more to say. Though lasting only 42 seconds, the video's images 

were so shocking that they had themselves become a story, especially after the death 
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scene was published on the front page of a French magazine, drawing the condemnation 

of the French government and sparking the wrath of the victim's family. 

     

Satter met Mir at a bar, and over a beer they talked, first just about family and other 

subjects. "I let him bring up the footage, and when he did I had him sketch out a map of 

what he'd seen," Satter said. "I started taking notes as he told me the story." 

    

Mir explained that he regretted sharing the video, saying he posted it to Facebook in a 

moment of weakness. Alone in his flat, "I was completely panicked," he said. He 

apologized to the family of the policeman, 42-year-old Ahmed Merabet. 

    

Thinking he was witnessing a bank robbery, he had assumed the men in black with guns 

were SWAT team members going to help a stricken comrade. "And _ horror _ they're not," 

he said.   

     

http://www.chron.com/news/world/article/AP-Exclusive-Witness-to-Paris-officer-s-death-

6007885.php 

    

The story was widely used internationally and in the French press, and it launched a 

debate over whether it was right to share the footage. A blog post on medium.com titled 

"Respecting the eyewitness" details Satter's "fascinating interview," pointedly noting that 

others did not seek Mir out for permission or comment. 

     

In fact, some other outlets briefly and wrongly credited a 17-year-old YouTube user as the 

source of the video. It was one of several reporting errors that AP avoided, including 

retracted reports by others that two suspects were captured on the night of the Charlie 

Hebdo attack and, later, that a shooter was on the loose in Disneyland Paris.  

     

For showing special determination, care and insight as part of a stalwart staff-wide 

reporting effort, Satter wins this week's $500 prize. 

 

  

(Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

Today in History 
  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Friday, Jan. 16, the 16th day of 2015. There are 349 days left in the year. 

 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

On Jan. 16, 1865, Union Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman issued Special Field Order No. 15, 

which decreed that 400,000 acres of land in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida would be 

confiscated, divided into 40-acre lots and given to former slaves. (The order, which was 

later revoked by President Andrew Johnson, is believed to have inspired the expression, 
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"Forty acres and a mule.") 

On this date: 

In 1547, Ivan IV of Russia (popularly known as "Ivan the Terrible") was crowned Czar. 

In 1883, the U.S. Civil Service Commission was established. 

In 1920, Prohibition began in the United States as the 18th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution took effect, one year to the day after its ratification. (It was later repealed by 

the 21st Amendment.) 

In 1935, fugitive gangster Fred Barker and his mother, Kate "Ma" Barker, were killed in a 

shootout with the FBI at Lake Weir, Florida. 

In 1942, actress Carole Lombard, 33, her mother Elizabeth and 20 other people were killed 

when their plane crashed near Las Vegas, Nevada, while en route to California from a war-

bond promotion tour. 

In 1957, three B-52's took off from Castle Air Force Base in California on the first non-stop, 

round-the-world flight by jet planes, which lasted 45 hours and 19 minutes. Classical music 

conductor Arturo Toscanini died in New York at age 89. 

In 1969, two manned Soviet Soyuz spaceships became the first vehicles to dock in space 

and transfer personnel. 

In 1978, NASA named 35 candidates to fly on the space shuttle, including Sally K. Ride, 

who became America's first woman in space, and Guion S. Bluford Jr., who became 

America's first black astronaut in space. 

In 1989, three days of rioting began in Miami when a police officer fatally shot Clement 

Lloyd, a black motorcyclist, causing a crash that also claimed the life of Lloyd's passenger, 

Allan Blanchard. (The officer, William Lozano, was convicted of manslaughter, but then 

was acquitted in a retrial.) 

In 1991, the White House announced the start of Operation Desert Storm to drive Iraqi 

forces out of Kuwait. 

In 1995, the now-defunct United Paramount Network (UPN) made its debut by 

broadcasting the first episode of "Star Trek: Voyager." 

In 2003, the space shuttle Columbia blasted off for what turned out to be its last flight; on 

board was Israel's first astronaut, Ilan Ramon (ee-LAHN' rah-MOHN'). (The mission ended 

in tragedy on Feb. 1, when the shuttle broke up during its return descent, killing all seven 

crew members.) 

Ten years ago: The U.S. military freed 81 detainees in Afghanistan, ahead of the Muslim 

feast of Eid al-Adha. Golden Globes were awarded to "The Aviator" as best movie drama 

and "Sideways" as best movie musical or comedy. 

Five years ago: As precious water and food began reaching parched and hungry 

earthquake survivors on the streets of Haiti's ruined capital Port-au-Prince, U.S. Secretary 

of State Hillary Rodham Clinton met with Haitian President Rene Preval (reh-NAY' preh-

VAHL') and promised that U.S. quake relief efforts would be closely coordinated with local 

officials. Glen W. Bell Jr., 86, founder of the Taco Bell chain, died in Rancho Santa Fe, 
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California. 

One year ago: The Vatican was called to account for the global priest sex abuse scandal as 

U.N. experts in Geneva interrogated the Holy See for eight hours about the scale of abuse, 

and what it was doing to prevent it. The U.S. Senate voted 72-26 for a $1.1 trillion 

government-wide spending bill, sending it to President Barack Obama for his signature. 

The state of Ohio executed Dennis McGuire for the 1989 rape and fatal stabbing of 

pregnant newlywed Joy Stewart; McGuire gasped and snorted for 26 minutes before he 

was declared dead, raising questions about the drugs used in his lethal injection. 

"American Hustle" and "Gravity" each received 10 Academy Award nominations; "12 Years 

a Slave" (which ended up winning Best Picture) trailed close behind with nine Oscar nods. 

Death claimed actors Russell Johnson ("Gilligan's Island") at age 89 and Dave Madden 

("The Partridge Family") at age 82. 

Today's Birthdays: Author William Kennedy is 87. Author-editor Norman Podhoretz is 85. 

Opera singer Marilyn Horne is 81. Hall of Fame auto racer A.J. Foyt is 80. Singer Barbara 

Lynn is 73. Country singer Ronnie Milsap is 72. Singer Katherine Anderson Schaffner (The 

Marvelettes) is 71. Country singer Jim Stafford is 71. Talk show host Dr. Laura Schlessinger 

is 68. Movie director John Carpenter is 67. Actress-dancer-choreographer Debbie Allen is 

65. Singer Sade (shah-DAY') is 56. Rock musician Paul Webb (Talk Talk) is 53. Rhythm-and-

blues singer Maxine Jones (En Vogue) is 49. Actor David Chokachi (CHOH'-kuh-chee) is 47. 

Actor Richard T. Jones is 43. Actress Josie Davis is 42. Model Kate Moss is 41. Country 

musician James Young (The Eli Young Band) is 35. Rock musician Nick Valensi (The Strokes) 

is 34. Actress Renee Felice Smith (TV: "NCIS: Los Angeles") is 30. NFL quaterback Joe Flacco 

is 30. Actress Yvonne Zima is 26. 

Thought for Today: "A fanatic is a man that does what he thinks th' Lord wud do if He 

knew th' facts iv th' case." - From "Mr. Dooley's Philosophy" by Finley Peter Dunne, 

American humorist (1867-1936). 
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