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Colleagues, 

  

Good Monday morning. 

  

Today, as the nation celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 

Connecting brings you special coverage including memories of 

the civil rights leader by Connecting colleagues who covered 

him. 

  

As this arrives in your mailbox, Connecting colleague Ebony 

Reed (Email) - AP's director of business development, Local 
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Markets - was to serve as the master of ceremonies at the 45th annual Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Memorial Breakfast at the Boston Convention Center on Monday morning. She 

was to welcome attendees and introduce the governor along with other community 

leaders who were to speak. She is pictured at right. 

 

 I took the photo above of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial in Washington on a visit 

there last spring. Linda and I found the memorial to be most moving. 

  

 

  

If you weren't able to get your King memories to me in time for today's edition, send them 

along today and I will publish in Tuesday's Connecting. 

  

Paul 

 

 He chose King's words from a Birmingham jail 
 

  

Connecting colleague Donna Bryson(Email) shared her thoughts on Martin Luther King Jr.  

She was AP's chief of bureau in Johannesburg from 2008 to 2012 and now is a freelance 

writer in Denver; recently, she authored her first book, "It's a Black White thing"  on black 

and white relations in South Africa: 

  

I'm not surprised when a university president in provincial South 

Africa quotes Martin Luther King Jr. I know that abroad, King is 

among the most recognizable American figures, thanks to the 

power of his conviction and eloquence, and to the tragedy of his 

death. He might even be seen as quintessentially American 

because the race question is so central to our history, and 

because of his vision of democracy as an experiment in continual 

need of renewal. 

But I am surprised that the university president -  Jonathan 

Jansen, the first black educator to lead South Africa's historically 

white University of the Free State - does not cite one of King's 

more famous speeches. No ``justice rolls down like waters,'' or 

``content of their character.'' As I interviewed Jansen as I 

wrapped up my book about his leadership and race relations among young South 

Africans, he chose as his text King's words from a jail in Birmingham, Alabama.  

At the time, King was being detained for taking part in a civil rights march in 1963, 

and writing in response to an open letter in which fellow clergymen had advised him to 

abandon his campaign of non-violent resistance. King expressed disappointment at the 

white church leaders. But he adds:  'I am thankful to God that some noble souls from the 

ranks of organized religion have broken loose from the paralyzing chains of conformity 

and joined us as active partners in the struggle for freedom.'  

Jansen called that letter 'a beautiful testament of Martin Luther King's understanding of 
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the white clergy, for example, as brothers as opposed to enemies, and yet having to speak 

to those issues of togetherness in a very direct way.' 

These days, when discussion of race in America is so often reduced to shouting across a 

divide, Jansen's reading of King strikes me as crucial. We could use more recognition on 

both sides of the divide that we are one nation, and will rise or fall together based on our 

efforts to ensure that our loftiest  ideals inform our every day lives. 

Happy MLK Day to all my Connecting colleagues. 

  

Colleagues share memories of Martin Luther King 

 

 Henry Bradsher (Email) -  When a 26-year-old new minister in town was drafted - because 

older leaders of the black community canceled each other out - to lead a bus boycott in 

Montgomery, Alabama, beginning Dec. 5, 1955, I had been in The AP's Atlanta bureau for 

two and a half months.  The bureau chief, Lew Hawkins, hired me after I got out of the Air 

Force.  His secretary told me that, as a World War II AP correspondent in Europe, he was 

intrigued that my job application said I wanted to be an AP foreign correspondent. 

 

  

 
  

  

Under the leadership of Martin Luther King Jr., the boycott soon became world news.  

Refusing to moderate segregationist ways of treating bus passengers, Montgomery's 

white leadership tried to throttle the boycott, and KKK types employed sporadic violence 

against it.  As AP coverage became more intensively demanding, the veteran Montgomery 

bureau chief, Rex Thomas, decided that one of his two-man staff was not up to the job.  

He asked Hawkins for a replacement.  I arrived there about May 1, 1956. 

  

Working the 4 p.m. to post-midnight shift after Rex and his No. 2, Lynn Brannon, went 

home, I often covered weeknight church meetings at which King rallied the black 

community to stick with the difficulties of maintaining the boycott.  King's soaring oratory 
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was magnificent.  His exhortations, and the emotional response highlighted by the massed 

voices of Negro hymns, made those meetings memorable. 

  

After phoning details to Rex of a federal judge's order that brought the boycott to an end 

on Dec. 20, 1956, I was downtown early the next morning to join King on his first bus ride.  

When we got back downtown, I used a drugstore phone to dictate the story to Rex. 

  

Then came bombings.  My occasional interviews with King included one about 5 a.m. on a 

Sunday a month later.  An insomniac businessman acquaintance woke me up with the 

police radio's news of a bomb at King's home.  I called Rex, who went into the office while 

I went to the home.  King, whose family was not staying in the house because of the 

danger, sought to calm the angry gathering there of his supporters.  The bomb's fuse had 

fizzled, but some of his supporters exploded at bystanding police.  A few hours later, I was 

in his Dexter Avenue Baptist Church for the morning's first sermon.  King usually prepared 

his sermons carefully.  This one was obviously extemporaneous: resounding cadences 

calling on the black community to maintain the non-violent attitude that he had preached 

throughout the boycott, whatever the provocations. 

  

The last time I saw King was in March 1959 in New Delhi, where I had begun fulfilling that 

desire to be an AP foreign correspondent.  A Quaker group had sponsored King and his 

wife, Coretta, for a visit to the land of Mohandas K. Gandhi, one of the inspirations for 

King's non-violent approach to hostile power.  He remembered me, and I filed a story, but 

at the time King was out of the news.  His most-noted years came later.  Montgomery was 

the prelude. 

  

-0- 

                         

Larry Knutson (Email) - The rock hit Martin Luther King Jr. squarely in the head. He winced 

in pain, his knees buckled and he doubled up, grasping a leg for support. 

  

Standing six feet or so away in Marquette Park on Chicago's southwest side, I had no 

doubt at all that the rock had been thrown from the center of a nearby cluster of white 

bystanders. Many had voiced their anger as King quietly marshaled supporters and 

prepared to lead an open-housing march through a working class neighborhood that was 

largely white.  

 

  

It was August 5, 1966. King had brought his 

civil rights and fair housing campaign north 

for the first time. He would spend a full six 

months in Chicago,  seeking to expand 

housing and educational opportunities for its 

black citizens.  King had focused national 

attention on racial segregation in the south 

in his 1965 march from Selma to 

Montgomery in Alabama. Now that focus 

was on de facto segregation and injustice in 
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northern cities and their slums. 

  

A relatively new reporter in AP's Chicago bureau, I was assigned to cover King and his 

movement throughout that summer. I was at a Soldier Field rally a month earlier when 

King denounced "the flames of withering injustice" which he said seared the north as well 

as the south. 

  

But now I had a bulletin to file. Cell phones were far in the future. I was in an area with no 

public phones at all. I did have an AP-issued walkie talkie. which lacked the range to reach 

the bureau in downtown Chicago.  

  

Foresight saved the day. Al Orton, AP's Chicago bureau chief, and news editor Joe Dill had 

assigned another reporter to stand by in a phone booth that we knew could easily be 

reached by walkie talkie from Marquette Park.  

  

Jerry-built as it was, the system worked. I contacted my fellow reporter (to my regret I can 

no longer recall his name) and dictated a bulletin and several urgent paragraphs. My 

colleague relayed the bulletin to the bureau by phone.  

  

By that point Dr. King had recovered from the blow to his head and steeled himself for 

unremitting hostility. Angry people shouted and screamed as the march began. 

Obscenities were heard. Rocks, bricks and large firecrackers were hurled. Someone threw 

a knife. 

  

I watched listened, scribbled notes. But my walkie talkie was soon out of range of the 

phone booth as well as the bureau.  I decided that trying to find a real phone to update 

the story while King remained in harm's way would be a potentially serious mistake. 

  

When the march ended I did phone and heard clear relief on the other end of the line. 

Someone, either COB Orton or Joe Dill, told me that after the bulletin moved the Chicago 

Police Department and the mayor's office denied any such incident had ever occurred. 

  

Under some pressure, the bureau stood by the story. But I was told it wasn't until the 

early edition of The Chicago Sun Times arrived that all worry disappeared. A photo filled 

the front page under the masthead.  It showed King, bent double with hands reaching out 

to help him.  

  

I covered King for the rest of that summer and early fall, including his speech opposing 

U.S. involvement in the war in Vietnam. There were other incidents. One afternoon open-

housing demonstrators returned to the starting point to find columns of smoke rising from 

their burning cars.   

  

The AP transferred me to Washington in the spring of 1967. On March 31, 1968, I heard 

and saw Dr. King for the last time as he spoke at Washington National Cathedral in a 

sermon entitled, Remaining Awake Through a Great Revolution, imploring his audience 

not to sleep like Rip Van Winkle through the changes transforming the world. 
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It was a full day in a tumultuous year. I was in the bureau that night as State Department 

correspondent John Hightower wrote the AP's bulletin that Lyndon Johnson would not 

seek another presidential term. Five days later, in Memphis, Martin Luther King Jr. was 

assassinated.  

  

-0- 

  

Joe McKnight (Email) - It was around Easter Sunday of 1957 and I was working the 

thankless Saturday overnight job in Atlanta. From about Saturday midnight until 7 or 8 

a.m. Sunday, I was the only AP reporter on duty South of Washington and East of Dallas. 

About midnight on the Saturday in question, Chief of Bureau Lew Hawkins made his 

routine call to the office with his usual, "What's going on?" question. I mentioned a couple 

of things, among them that Martin Luther King Jr., had called a meeting of civil rights 

leaders  at the Atlanta home of his father for 9 a.m. Sunday. I told him the General News 

Desk in New York was aware of the meeting. 

  

"Maybe we should be there," said Hawkins. "Can you stay around and go?" I readily 

agreed, thinking of the overtime. 

  

I got off work at 7 a.m., found a restaurant for breakfast, and rang the door bell at the King 

home just before 9 a.m. 

  

King Jr. answered; I identified myself and asked if I could sit in on the meeting. 

  

"Sure," he said. "Come on in." 

  

He held out his hand to shake hands. 

  

I hesitated as thoughts raced through my mind. I still had some of the prejudices that 

came with growing up at Selma, Ala., in the 1930s. And, I was a news reporter, bound to 

objectivity. Would shaking hands imply partiality? 

  

King saw my hesitation, grinned, and said. 

  

"Go ahead. It won't rub off." 

  

I shook hands and sat through more than two hours of discussion among a half-dozen of 

King's fellow black leaders. The thrust of their conversations was the need for an 

organization to support racial equality across the South. 

  

Though no name was assigned at the meeting, it was the birth of what would become the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

  

When the meeting broke up, I returned to the office, wrote the story and went home to 

bed. 

  

-0- 
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Walter Mears (Email) -  Sharing the reporting with colleagues, I covered the Voting Rights 

Act of 1965 when it was proposed and as it went through Congress - with remarkable 

speed - LBJ proposed it in March amid the fallout of the Selma marches, and signed it on 

Aug. 6. I first wrote about the subject in covering demonstrations for voting rights that 

crowded and sometimes closed Pennsylvania Avenue - then a busy thoroughfare open to 

traffic. Johnson's complaint in "Selma" that the demonstrators were keeping Lady Bird 

awake fits my recollection - they were there long into the night and not quietly. 

  

He introduced it with a speech to Congress about the denial of voting rights - not a Negro 

problem, not a Southern problem but "an American problem," he said, and those were the 

elements of the AP lead. 

  

I covered the bill in committee, in the Senate and then in the House, a departure from AP 

habit in those days, when we usually divided coverage of Congress between the House 

staff and the Senate staff, so that there would be a sort of handoff when a bill passed one 

branch and went to the other. We later went to the more sensible system of covering by 

issue and having reporters who dealt with legislation all the way through. 

  

When the bill passed and Johnson went to the Capitol to sign it, I wrote that story. He 

spoke at the Rotunda, then went to the President's Room of the Senate to sign the bill into 

law. King was at both events, of course. I was writing from the bureau. 

  

An amusing footnote: Johnson liked the small writing desk brought in for the signing 

ceremony. It was a hand made antique dating from the 1860s, used by the Supreme Court 

when it met at the Capitol. So he had it sent to Austin, where it is still at his library. 

  

A few months after the voting rights signing, I got a tip that the White House had ordered 

replica desks made, the idea being that Johnson would give then to favored supporters. 

  

An antique dealer confirmed it, but wouldn't speak for the record, and the White House 

wasn't talking. So I never wrote the story. But several years later, a friend in the 

government told me that there were 10 or 12 of those desks at a warehouse outside 

Washington. No record, no story. 

  

-0- 

  

Michael Putzel (Email) - Re MLK, my King story predates my life at AP. I was working for 

the Daily Tar Heel at UNC and went down to Birmingham to cover the mass 

demonstrations. I was one of two white reporters (the other also from Chapel Hill) who 

got into a church to hear King rally the crowd and send them out into the streets to get 

arrested. Bull Connor was not pleased. 

  

-0- 

  

Phil Sandlin (Email) - Martin Luther King usually appeared quite serious when we were 

around him during the 60's and not without cause I'm sure.  But I remember an exception 
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to this while covering the Civil Rights situation in St. Augustine, Fla. 

  

The media had been more or less under a lot of tension during this time in our efforts to 

cover events in Florida's little sleepy town.  The KKK had been anxious to have us out of 

town while they and other agitators constantly attacked the activities of the Civil Rights 

movement there. 

  

After one violent event during a "wade in" on the beach there where demonstrators were 

beat with ax handles and picket staves while they tried to swim in the ocean, Afterward I 

found myself standing with Life Magazine photographer Stan Wayman.  We were trying to 

figure a way we could come up with something that might help us protect ourselves and 

equipment.  The media wasn't allowed to use tear gas pens or other types of "weapons" 

to protect ourselves. 

  

Stan was quite inventive and at my motel room, we took apart a Heiland 65B  strobe light 

and played around with the wiring inside and soon had ourselves the ultimate in personal 

photographic defense.  This stobe handle was shaped somewhat like a cobra with his head 

raised.  We had run wires from the capacitor to the bottom of the unit and soldered two 

copper tacks to it.  Should work great! 

  

Late in the afternoon, just before sunset, as a light shower, which was normal in Florida, 

dropped on the city, Martin Luther King was on the street and stopped briefly for an 

impromtu press conference with the media on hand. 

  

With the sun beginning to wane and knowing I needed this picture, I turned on my strobe 

light and held it up for a good angle and worked on composing a good shot of King in the 

rain, talking to the gathered reporters. The moment I tilted the strobe and those two tacks 

came in contact with my arm, there was a crack and I  was reeling from an electric shock.  

Our invention worked great but on the wrong subject. 

  

Martin Luther King, along with some of the reporters, reeled in laughter  as he asked 

about my welfare.   It was one of the few times I ever saw him break up like that or for 

that matter, talk to me on a personal basis.  

  

-0- 

  

George Zucker (Email) - As a reporter for WIBC radio in Indianapolis, I went downtown 

one night in 1958 to cover a speech by a minister who was gaining national fame as a fiery 

civil rights leader - Dr. Martin Luther King. His talk at a large black church was billed as a 

"Monster Rally." 

  

Fremont Power of the Indianapolis News and I were the only reporters there and the only 

white people in the huge audience. We were given seats on the stage close enough to my 

handheld microphone to tape his talk. Dr. King gave a rousing speech. But every time he 

drove home a point in the rising crescendo of a preacher, the man seated next to me 

would slap his knee and virtually shout into my microphone, "Damn! That's right!" 
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It was a difficult tape to edit.  

  

  

Black Caucus members invoke MLK at Ferguson 

church service 

  

By ALAN SCHER ZAGIER 

The Associated Press 

 

  

FERGUSON, Mo. (AP) - Leading black 

members of Congress took to a church 

pulpit in Ferguson, Missouri, on Sunday 

to trace a direct link from Martin 

Luther King Jr.'s legacy to the fight for 

criminal justice reform after recent 

fatal police shootings across the U.S. 

  

Rep. William Lacy Clay Jr. spoke to parishioners at Wellspring United Methodist Church, 

just blocks from where violent protests broke out after a Ferguson officer shot 18-year-old 

Michael Brown and again after a grand jury declined to indict the officer. 

  

"We need to be outraged when local law enforcement and the justice system repeatedly 

allow young, unarmed black men to encounter police and then wind up dead with no 

consequences," the St. Louis Democrat said. "Not just in Ferguson, but over and over again 

across this country." 

  

Clay was joined by eight members of the Congressional Black Caucus at the service a day 

after several caucus members met with young protesters, many of whom have been 

critical of older elected officials and an earlier generation of activists. 

  

On Sunday, he sharply criticized St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob McCulloch's handling of 

the grand jury that investigated Brown's shooting. He cited an anonymous jury member's 

lawsuit seeking to publicly speak out about the grand jury proceedings, which aren't 

public. He also noted legal and ethical complaints filed over the prosecutor's actions, 

including allowing witnesses whose testimony had been discredited to testify before the 

jury. 

  

But he expressed faith in two federal civil rights investigations examining Brown's death 

and broader police practices in Ferguson - invoking King's efforts a half-century ago that 

led to federal intervention in state and local civil rights cases. He also quoted King's "Letter 

from Birmingham Jail." 

  

"We are faced with the obvious failure of local officials, who are either unable, or 

unwilling, to provide equal justice under the law," he said. "So once again, our community 

looks toward the federal government to make the promises enshrined in the Constitution 
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finally ring true." 

  

Caucus chairman Rep. G.K. Butterfield, a North Carolina Democrat, said the group planned 

to push for broad reforms, such as expanded police use of body cameras and independent 

investigations of fatal police shootings. 

  

He called the prolonged protests over recent deaths - including Brown, Eric Garner in New 

York and 12-year-old Tamir Rice in Cleveland - a "turning point in race relations." Garner 

died after being put in a chokehold by a New York City police officer during an arrest for 

allegedly selling cigarettes, while Rice was shot in a park while holding a pellet gun. 

  

Protests have been ongoing in and around the St. Louis suburb since Brown's fatal 

shooting in August, though protesters have largely shifted their focus to changing laws in 

Washington and Missouri. 

  

On the day before the federal holiday honoring King, Butterfield hailed the late civil rights 

leader's efforts to push for passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, the subject of a new 

Hollywood film, "Selma." King led three voting-rights marches from the rural Alabama 

town to the state capital of Montgomery. 

  

Rep. Andre Carson D-Indiana, echoed his colleagues' references. 

  

"Ferguson is the new Selma," he said. "It's time, in Ferguson." 

  

Click here for the story. 

  

  

Op-Ed John Lewis tells his truth about 'Selma' 

  
The role of art in our society is not to reenact history but to offer an interpretation of 

human experience as seen through the eyes of the artist. The philosopher Aristotle says it 

best: "The aim of art is to represent not the outward appearance of things, but their inner 

significance." 

 

 This movie is being weighed down with a responsibility it cannot possibly bear. 
  

The movie "Selma" is a work of art. It conveys the inner significance of the ongoing 

struggle for human dignity in America, a cornerstone of our identity as a nation. It breaks 

through our too-often bored and uninformed perception of our history, and it confronts 

us with the real human drama our nation struggled to face 50 years ago. 

  

And "Selma" does more than bring history to life, it enlightens our understanding of our 

lives today. It proves the efficacy of nonviolent action and civic engagement, especially 

when government seems unresponsive. With poignant grace, it demonstrates that 

Occupy, inconvenient protests and die-ins that disturb our daily routine reflect a legacy of 

resistance that led many to struggle and die for justice, not centuries ago, but in our 
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lifetimes. It reminds us that the day could be approaching when that price will be required 

again. 

  

Click here to read more. 
  

Youngest Participant in 1965 Selma March 

Describes the Day 

  

NEW YORK - "Steady, loving confrontation." 

  

Those were the first words Lynda Blackmon Lowery says she heard from the mouth of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. "And those three words changed my life," said Lowery, who at 15 

was the youngest person to join King for the 1965 march from the Alabama cities of Selma 

to Montgomery, demanding voting rights for African-Americans. 

  

On Sunday in New York, the now 64-year-old mother and grandmother showed the scar 

she still bears on the back of her head from a brutal beating at the hands of an Alabama 

state trooper during an earlier march when she was 14. It took 28 stitches to close the 

gash, and seven more for a cut above her right eye. 

  

Click here to read more. 

 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  
Skip's right on target 

  
Doug Tucker (Email) - Two very thought-provoking points by Skip Isaacs in Saturday 

Connecting. 

  

In my humble opinion, Skip's right on target.  

  

First, what American publication would urge everybody to reprint cartoons ridiculing Jews 

as money-grubbing or African-Americans as childlike? Under any circumstance? None 

would. None should. Yet we seem to consider that reprinting Charlie Hebdo cartoons that 

we know are deeply offensive to Muslims as a courageous reaffirmation of our sacred 

right to free speech. 

  

Second, doing so plays right into the hands of our enemies. Muslims are not likely to see 

our action as a defense of our right to expression. They, or most of them, will probably see 

what we're doing as a poke in the eye, a vulgar sign of our contempt for their beliefs and 

their values. 

  

Then we argue that we must close Gitmo because the Jihadists use it as a recruiting tool. 
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-0- 

  

Jim Reindl's most bizarre interview 

  
Jim Reindl (Email) -  Reading the 'most exciting story' piece reminded me of my most 

bizarre interview situation so maybe that can be a category to induce contributions. 

  

I was a first-year staffer in Detroit and was working an afternoon reporting shift. The 

mayor of Deteoit at the time was Coleman Young. I don't actually remember what the full 

story was but I was assigned to get a quote for it from Mayor Young. He had an 

appearance scheduled at the Detroit Institute of Arts and so I went there from the bureau.  

  

Throughout the appearance he was surrounded by security and others, making an 

approach impossible. But I kept watching for a chance to get to him and finally seized on it 

when it arose, though it was unorthodox to say the least. I watched as the mayor and a 

security man slipped into the men's room at the DIA. Waiting a moment to make sure he 

was 'engaged,' I slipped in and found him, shall we say indisposed, but available for a 

question or two. I got my quote and beat a hasty retreat back to the bureau.  

  

Anything for a story. 

  

-0- 

  

Bob Daugherty had a Happy 76th 

  

 
  

Bob Daugherty (Email) - It's obvious that in my advanced years, I don't give a damn about 

my appearance. Several friends raided a local Goodwill store and came up with some 

interesting beach garb to mark my birthday Saturday. These outlandish pieces of apparel 

included a Jeep cap, a New Smyrna Beach, Florida tee shirt (where we vacation in March) 
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and a pair of vastly oversized sunglasses.  

  

In the interest of full discloser, it was my 76th. 

  

-0- 

  

FBI's Trickery Undermines Public Trust in a Free Press 

  
Larry Margasak (Email) shares: 

  

Former Associated Press reporter Larry Margasak 

examines how a ruse by the FBI harms the 

media's role as a watchdog and could even 

jeopardize the safety of journalists: 

  

It was April 2000. The World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund were having their 

spring meetings in Washington, and the city was 

bracing for potentially violent protests. 

  

I was one of the scores of reporters assigned to the story. In the days before the protests 

were to begin, I went to the demonstrators' headquarters to learn about their plans. I 

always wore a laminated card, with my photo that identified me as a reporter with The 

Associated Press. 

  

In a similar scenario today, the protesters might look at that ID card and suspect that I was 

an undercover agent for the FBI. And I can understand why. 

  

In a letter to The New York Times on Nov. 6, 2014, FBI Director James B. Comey 

acknowledged that in 2007, an undercover agent investigating a bomb threat and 

cyberattack case had "portrayed himself as an employee of the Associated Press." 

  

Click here to read more. 

  

  

No diversity in Oscar noms, plenty of it in snubs 
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Connecting colleague Michael Weinfeld, who was entertainment editor for AP Broadcast 

for 27 years, wrote about the lack of diversity in the Oscar nominations  in his most recent 

blog entry: 

  

By Michael Weinfeld 

  

After last year's Oscars, Hollywood was patting itself on the back for how diverse the 

winners were.  

  

Lupita Nyong'o was named best supporting actress. "12 Years A Slave" won best picture, 

marking the first time a movie by a black director had taken home the top prize. And even 

though the film's director Steve McQueen didn't win, Mexican filmmaker, Alfonso Cuaron 

was honored. 

  

Most of the movie industry crowed about it. Blacks were more cautious. They'd seen this 

sort of "turning point" before.  

  

In 2002, Halle Berry became the first woman of color to win best actress. That same year, 

Denzel Washington won best actor and Sidney Poitier (the only other black to win best 

actor) was given an honorary Oscar. Change was in the air, people said. 

  

In the 13 years since, only 6 black actors have won: Jamie Foxx, Forest Whitaker, Morgan 

Freeman, Jennifer Hudson, Mo'Nique and Octavia Spencer. This year, no one of color will 

win for acting. All 20 nominees are white.  

  

"Selma" is competing for best picture and if it wins, Oprah Winfrey will get an Oscar for co-

producing it (of the movie's four producers, she's the only African-American). But it's only 

up for one other award: best song, "Glory," written by Common and John Legend. 

Snubbed were the movie's star David Oyelowo and director Ava DuVernay, who would've 

been the first woman of color to be nominated for directing. The uproar over Oscar's lack 

of diversity has been widespread. (From the Daily Beast: Spike Lee to Oscars: "Fuck `em").  
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One possible reason for the snub is that "Selma," like many movies based on real people, 

is having its facts disputed. An advisor to LBJ says the president's conversations with Dr. 

Martin Luther King were misrepresented, making it seem like LBJ was against the march 

on Selma when the advisor says the president actually suggested the protest. Director 

DuVernay responded on Twitter by saying that the "notion that Selma was LBJ's idea is jaw 

dropping and offensive." 

  

But a difference of opinion on history can't be the only reason "Selma" was mostly 

ingnored. A Los Angeles Times study in 2012 found that Oscar voters are nearly 94% white 

and 77% male. Their median age is 62. In other words, voters are mostly old white men 

(though at 62, I wouldn't consider myself old). So, if there's to be change, it has to come 

from within. More black actors, directors, editors and cinematographers must be invited 

to join. 

  

Spike Lee can find some reason for optimism. He points out that Cheryl Boone Isaacs is the 

first black president of the movie academy and he tells the Daily Beast "Cheryl is trying to 

open it up and have more diversity amongst the members.'' But he says there still seems 

to be "a 10-year cycle" when it comes to Hollywood diversity, so he doesn't "start doing 

backflips when it happens." 

  

There's plenty of diversity in those who were snubbed. In addition to David Oyelowo and 

Ava DuVernay, "Into the Woods" missed the cut for best picture. Lorde's "Yellow Flicker 

Beat" from the latest "Hunger Games" movie was ignored for best song. And, in my 

opinion, one of the most glaring omissions was that "The Lego Movie," was not nominated 

for best animated feature despite being clever, creative and the year's biggest animated 

hit with more than $257 million dollars in ticket sales. Director Philip Lord took it well... 

  

Click here to access the blog. 

  

  

How I got my first journalism job 

  

 
  

Greg Nokes (Email) - I'd never intended to go into journalism, aspiring instead to be a 

diplomat after graduating  from Willamette U in Salem, OR, in 1959. As a kid growing up in 

Portland, I wanted to see the world. I took the FSEE three times, but my highest score was 
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68, with 70 required to pass.  Danged math . . . 

  

Needing a job, I hired on as a beginning reporter with the Medford (OR) Mail Tribune for 

$67 a week. I didn't have any journalism training, but genes helped -- my dad was an 

editor with The Oregonian in Portland. 

  

The MT was a first-rate local newspaper and good choice to start my 40-year career in 

journalism. I loved the work from day one. The editor was Eric Allen, Jr., a liberal in a 

highly conservative southern Oregon community of 16,000. He ran Herbloc on page one, 

Dennis the Menace on the editorial page. He let me write editorials, among other things.  

  

After 18 months, I got my first AP job in Salt Lake City in 1961, working under COBs Jerry 

O'Brien and Bob Myers. Great bureau; good stories. Among my first stories was to help 

cover (from a distance) Ernest Hemingway's shotgun suicide at Ketchum, Idaho on July 2, 

1961. 

  

The diplomatic service was now a forgotten goal, but diplomatic writer was not. I still 

wanted to see the world, and did so big-time during my 25-year AP career, visiting more 

than 50 countries while a correspondent in Latin America and diplomatic writer in D.C. I 

have no doubt I had a more interesting and rewarding career than do most diplomats.  

  

Thanks, AP. 

  

  

Some unusual datelines 

  

 
  

 

  

Harry Cabluck (Email) - Just in case you fail to receive many exotic datelines: Here's a 

photo made on Election Day morning....for PM's members.  Dateline Liberty, Ohio. 

  

-0- 

  

Claude Erbsen (Email) - Way back in 1965 or 1966, I covered the inauguration of what was 
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then the biggest hydroelectric dam in Brazil or maybe even all of Latin America. It was on 

the Parana River at a God-forsaken middle-of-nowhere place called Urubupunga. I used 

that as my dateline. 

  

Back came a query from the Cables Desk in NY (are you listening, George Bria?) asking if 

there was a translation available for the dateline. "Sure," I responded. "It's a Tupi-Guarany 

word for "Where the buzzards defecate." Only I used a shorter word.  New York, to its 

credit, quickly replied "Sticking with original dateline." 

  

-0- 

  

Charles Hanley (Email) - This globetrotter can look back on a gazetteer-full of eye-catching 

datelines. (Example: "ON HOBSON'S CHOICE, Adrift in the Arctic (AP)," from time spent 

with scientists on an ice island.) But my all-time favorite came from the clever keyboard of 

Sydney's Peter O'Loughlin in 1978, covering independence festivities for a tiny British 

island colony in the Pacific: 

  

"FUNAFUTI, Tuvalu (AP) -- There was fun afoot in Funafuti on Sunday as the capital of the 

world's newest and possibly smallest nation celebrated its independence." 

  

-0- 

  

Gene Herrick (Email) - I remember the legacy of Ed Ball, an AP war correspondent during 

the 2nd WW., who reportedly had the dateline of:  "Somewhere in a roundhouse in 

England."  I knew Ed when he was COB in Nashville, TN. in the 50's. He was also recognized 

for his throwing of the dice, and reportedly bought a big farm in Georgia with his winnings 

while in Europe. 

  

-0- 

  

Sandy Johnson (Email) - This is one of my favorite datelines. We sent Washington reporter 

Cal Woodward to report on the "secret undisclosed locations" where VP Dick Cheney used 

to hide out after 9/11. One of these 'secret' locations was very well known to the locals. So 

Cal wrote this wonderful feature story, datelined "A Secure Undisclosed Location." When 

the White House got wind of the reporting, press secretary Ari Fleischer asked me to spike 

it, citing national security. Needless to say, we went ahead with the feature story.  Click 

here for the link. 

  

-0- 
  

Andy Lippman (Email) -  Here are some unusual ones from my Cincinnati days. A tip of the 

hat to photographer Brian Horton who accompanied me on what his then girlfriend now 

wife Marilyn Dillon called "Andy's wild goose chases." 

  

Payne Hollow, Ky. Harlan Hubbard didn't find out about the seizing of the US Embassy in 

Iran until several days after it happened. 
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Sometimes the 80-year-old man and his wife Anna don't hear about news events for 

years. 

  

That's why they settled 28 years ago in this out of the way valley by the Ohio River. They 

call it "life on the fringe of society." There are no roads, no electricity and no phones. 

  

Utopia, Ohio -It would seem that the 45 inhabitants of Utopia, a blink of-an-eye 

community in Clarement County,, along the Ohio River, would have nothing to complain 

about. 

  

They live in a spot where perfection is a namesake as well as a glal, but they complain like 

anyone else. 

  

On the Ohio River-Brian Horton and i spent two days on the first shakedown cruise of the 

then riverboat The Mississippi Queen. 

  

I dictated my stories ship to shore to Columbus and Brian threw his film to messengers at 

designated locks and they were taken to Cincinnati for processing and putting on the wire. 

So we were datelined "ON THE OHIO RIVER". 

  

The last morning of the trip, the UPI correspondent and his girlfriend sat down at our table 

and asked if we were going to do a story on the trip. I explained what we had done. "Oh, 

am I in trouble," 

he said as he lowered his head into his hands. Never had something so much fun been so 

much fun. 
  

-0- 

  

Joe McKnight (Email) - Nothing unusual about this, but in the 1990s, Peggy and I spent a 

month driving in Alaska. We drove thru the town of North Pole, Alaska, and found the 

local Catholic church was named St. Nicholas.  

  

-0- 

  

Marty Thompson (Email) - As a stringer I once contributed a small story that ended up 

with the dateline of Punkin Center, Washington. It has no post office, but the late Betty 

Hopper in the Seattle bureau said she couldn't resist and used the dateline. 

  

-0- 

  

Kendal Weaver (Email) -  This dateline is not an ABOVE or ABOARD but a more 

commonplace IN: 

  

HURRICANE, Ala. -- The Atlanta ACoB, Lamar Matthews, knew of the place and suggested I 

stop there on my way from Montgomery to Mobile in advance of Hurricane Frederic 

making landfall in September 1979. It made for a catchy dateline, but not a lot of story 

depth. Hurricane is still there, a tiny stop located on a backwater of the Tensaw River 
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northeast of Mobile. It got its name, I think, from damage caused by a hurricane years 

before. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  
Why the Oscars' Omission of 'Selma' Matters 

  

By DAVID CARR 

The New York Times 

 

  

Monday is Martin Luther King Jr. Day and given 

the context, it is an interesting moment to ask 

whether it really matters that the Motion Picture 

academy failed to nominate the black director and 

the black lead actor of "Selma," the King biopic, 

for Oscars. 

  

After all, it lands fairly low on the list of indignities visited on African-Americans: No 

unarmed people died, no innocent citizens were patted down or jailed. 

  

But yes, it still matters. The news continues to be full of all manner of pathology and 

victimization involving black Americans, and when a moment comes to celebrate both a 

historical giant and a pure creative achievement, it merits significant and broad 

recognition. 

  

Many would say that it should suffice that "12 Years a Slave," a film by a black director 

about black history, won best picture last year, and "Selma" was nominated this year, and 

that any grievance is a conjured one. I disagree. 

  

The director of "Selma," Ava DuVernay, is a black woman who found the studio backing to 

make a movie that is great cinema, not a history lesson. And no club in the United States - 

over the last several years, the academy has been around 93 percent white, 76 percent 

male and an average of 63 years old - is in more need of new blood than Hollywood. The 

academy tends to recognize the body of work of directors, not just a single film, and this is 

just Ms. DuVernay's third narrative feature, so that may have played a role. 

             

-0- 

  

Not Just a Movie  (Shared by Victor Rocha) 

  

WASHINGTON - I WENT Friday morning to see "Selma" and found myself watching it in a 

theater full of black teenagers. 
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Thanks to donations, D.C. public school kids got free tickets to the first Hollywood movie 

about the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on his birthday weekend - an effort that was 

duplicated for students around the country. 

  

The kids did plenty of talking and texting, and plenty of fighting over whether there was 

too much talking and texting. Slowly but surely, though, the crowd was drawn in by the 

Scheherazade skills of the "Selma" director, Ava DuVernay. 

  

The horrific scene of the four schoolgirls killed in the white supremacist bombing of a 

Birmingham, Ala., church stunned the audience. One young man next to me unleashed a 

string of expletives and admitted that he was scared. When civil rights leaders are 

clubbed, whipped and trampled by white lawmen as feral white onlookers cheer, the 

youngsters seemed aghast. 

  

In a delicately wrought scene in which Coretta Scott King calls out her husband about his 

infidelities, some of the teenage girls reacted with a chorus of "oooohs." 

 

 -0- 

  

Why Can't Hollywood Get Female Journalists Right? 

  

A few months ago, I was sitting at a hotel in 

Huntington Beach, California, typing notes on my 

laptop, when two teenagers came up to me and 

started asking me questions. What was I doing 

there? They wanted to know. I told them I was 

visiting on a work assignment for ESPN The 

Magazine; I was there to interview a football player 

for a profile I was writing. 

  

 

  

"What did you do with him?" one of them asked. Before I could answer, the other one did 

for me: "She had sex with him!" he said, cracking himself up. 

  

How could I be offended? Consider his impression of what I do for a living, based on 

recent representations in popular culture: There's Nightcrawler, in which a deeply cynical 

newswoman played by Rene Russo is held sexual hostage by her Scorsesean psycho-villain 

freelancer, Jake Gyllenhaal. 

  

There's House of Cards, which stars two women reporters who brag of their willingness to 

"suck, screw, and jerk anything that moved just to get a story," before a very unwilling 

source shoves one off a subway platform and forces the other out of the profession. 

  

-0- 

  

Stuart Loory, globe-trotting journalist and CNN executive, dies at 82 
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Stuart Loory, a White House and Moscow correspondent for 

major newspapers who became one of the first executive 

hires at CNN, where his experience and connections proved 

invaluable to a network initially mocked as Chicken Noodle 

News, died Jan. 16 at his home in Brooklyn. He was 82. 

  

The cause was lung cancer, said his wife, Nina Kudriavtseva-

Loory. 

  

In a wide-ranging career, Mr. Loory skipped among high-

profile foreign and domestic assignments, as well as print 

and TV operations. He covered early manned space flights, 

civil rights upheaval in Alabama, the political demise of 

Soviet leader Nikita S. Khrushchev in 1964 and the rise of 

Mikhail S. Gorbachev in 1985. 

  

 

 -0- 

  

Michael Wolff Blasts Nielsen Cable Ratings: What If They Aren't Real? 

  

At the heart of the television business in 2015 is an 

existential is-God-dead sort of question: Where has the 

cable audience gone? Or has it gone? Perhaps it is hiding in 

plain sight. 

 

  

At stake is the future of cable. Or the future of Nielsen. 

Since the summer, aggregate cable viewership has 

decreased starkly - down about 8 percent or more, 

according to Nielsen third-quarter data. Viacom's 

networks, including MTV, Comedy Central and Nickelodeon, were off as much as 15 

percent. TruTV, BET and A&E were down more than 20 percent. Because advertising 

revenue is based on Nielsen numbers, the ad market has seemed to tumble, too. 

MoffettNathanson - one of several analysts promoting a sense of crisis - has predicted 

cable ad growth of only 3 percent in 2014, cutting an earlier prediction by half. "The rapid 

collapse in cable TV network ratings over the second half of 2014 is worse than ever 

expected," declared a recent MoffettNathanson report. 

The Last Word 

From the Oregonian, Portland 
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Today in History 

By The Associated Press 

Today is Monday, Jan. 19, the 19th day of 2015. There are 346 days left in the year. This is 

the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. 

Today's Highlight in History: 

 

 On Jan. 19, 1915, Germany carried out its first air raid on Britain during World War I as a 

pair of Zeppelins dropped bombs onto Great Yarmouth and King's Lynn in England. 

 

 On this date: 

 

 In 1807, Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee was born in Westmoreland County, Virginia. 

 

 In 1853, Giuseppe Verdi's opera "Il Trovatore" premiered in Rome. 

 

 In 1861, Georgia became the fifth state to secede from the Union. 

 

 In 1937, millionaire Howard Hughes set a transcontinental air record by flying his 

monoplane from Los Angeles to Newark, New Jersey, in 7 hours, 28 minutes and 25 

seconds. 

 

 In 1942, during World War II, Japan invaded Burma (Myanmar). 

 

 In 1944, the federal government relinquished control of the nation's railroads to their 

owners following settlement of a wage dispute. 

 

 In 1955, a presidential news conference was filmed for television and newsreels for the 

first time, with the permission of President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
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 In 1966, Indira Gandhi was elected prime minister of India. 

 

 In 1970, President Richard M. Nixon nominated G. Harrold Carswell to the Supreme Court; 

however, the nomination was defeated because of controversy over Carswell's past racial 

views. 

 

 In 1977, in one of his last acts of office, President Gerald R. Ford pardoned Iva Toguri 

D'Aquino, an American convicted of treason for making wartime broadcasts for Japan. 

In 1981, the United States and Iran signed an accord paving the way for the release of 52 

Americans held hostage for more than 14 months. 

 

 In 1992, German government and Jewish officials dedicated a Holocaust memorial at the 

villa on the outskirts of Berlin where the notorious Wannsee Conference had taken place. 

 

 Ten years ago: Previewing his second inauguration, President George W. Bush pledged to 

seek unity in a nation divided by political differences, saying, "I am eager and ready for the 

work ahead." Condoleezza Rice won strong but not unanimous endorsement as secretary 

of state from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, which voted 16-2 to recommend 

her confirmation. The American Cancer Society reported that cancer had passed heart 

disease as the top killer of Americans age 85 and younger. Former chairman and chief 

executive of Citicorp Walter B. Wriston died in New York at age 85. 

 

 Five years ago: In a major upset, Republican Scott Brown captured the U.S. Senate seat 

held by liberal champion Edward Kennedy for nearly half a century as he defeated 

Democrat Martha Coakley in a special election. Eight people were shot to death in 

Appomattox, Virginia; Christopher Speight (spayt) later pleaded guilty to murder and was 

sentenced to five life terms. Hamas commander Mahmoud al-Mabhouh was slain at a 

posh airport hotel in Dubai (officials in Dubai have accused Israel of carrying out the 

killing). Former "Survivor: Palau" contestant Jennifer Lyon, 37, died in Sublimity, Oregon. 

 

 One year ago: An Islamic militant group in Russia's North Caucasus claimed responsibility 

for recent twin bombings in the southern city of Volgograd and posted a video threatening 

to strike at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi. Peyton Manning threw for 400 yards and 

two touchdowns to lead Denver to a 26-16 victory over New England and send the AFC 

champion Broncos to their first trip to the Super Bowl in 15 years. Russell Wilson threw a 

35-yard touchdown pass on fourth down and Seattle's top-ranked defense forced two late 

turnovers, lifting the Seahawks into their second Super Bowl with a 23-17 victory over the 

San Francisco 49ers for the NFC championship. 

 

 Today's Birthdays: Former U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar is 95. Actor Fritz 

Weaver is 89. Actress Tippi Hedren is 85. Former PBS newsman Robert MacNeil is 84. 

Movie director Richard Lester is 83. Actor-singer Michael Crawford is 73. Actress Shelley 

Fabares is 71. Country singer Dolly Parton is 69. Former ABC newswoman Ann Compton is 

68. TV chef Paula Deen is 68. Rock singer Martha Davis is 64. Singer Dewey Bunnell 

(America) is 63. Actor Desi Arnaz Jr. is 62. Actress Katey Sagal is 61. Comedian Paul 

Rodriguez is 60. Conductor Sir Simon Rattle is 60. Reggae musician Mickey Virtue (UB40) is 



25

58. Rock musician Jeff Pilson (Foreigner) is 57. Actor Paul McCrane is 54. Actor William 

Ragsdale is 54. Basketball coach Jeff Van Gundy is 53. International Tennis Hall of Famer 

Stefan Edberg is 49. Rock singer Whitfield Crane (Ugly Kid Joe) is 47. Singer Trey Lorenz is 

46. Actor Shawn Wayans is 44. Rock singer-musician John Wozniak (Marcy Playground) is 

44. Actress Drea (DRAY-uh') de Matteo is 43. Comedian-impressionist Frank Caliendo is 41. 

Actress Marsha Thomason is 39. Actress Bitsie Tulloch is 34. Actress Jodie Sweetin is 33. 

Actor Logan Lerman is 23. Olympic gold medal gymnast Shawn Johnson is 23. Rapper Mac 

Miller is 23. 

 

 

Thought for Today: "Life is a foreign language; all men mispronounce it." - Christopher 

Darlington Morley, American journalist (1890-1957). 
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