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Colleagues, 

  

Good Tuesday morning! 

  

Thanks to all of you who submitted stories for Monday's MLK edition. Connecting 

colleague John Epperson (Email) wrote from Colorado: "Beyond any doubt whatsoever, 

your greatest web report yet, or at least since I have been on board and reading them. 

Thank you and to all the folks who contributed their memories of an incredible time in our 

history." 

  

Our coverage of Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday continues with several interesting 

submissions from Connecting  colleagues, leading off with the thoughts of AP Kansas City 

Chief of Bureau Kia Breaux on raising her two sons and applying the lessons learned from 

Dr. King. 

  

We also bring you an intriguing look by The Washington Post into the challenges of 

journalism life for the AP's Eric Talmadge, bureau chief in Pyongyang, North Korea. 

  

Paul 
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Teaching her sons that there are more good people 

than bad 

  

 
  

Kia Breaux (Email), AP's Kansas City chief of bureau,  agreed to share with her Connecting 

colleagues how she used the Martin Luther King holiday to teach her sons, 9 and 5, lessons 

of life imparted by the civil rights leader.  Here are her thoughts: 

  

By KIA BREAUX 

 

  

As a black parent, I knew one day I'd have to talk to my children about racism. I never 

expected to have that conversation with my oldest son when he was just 5 years old. 

  

John was at home playing a boxing video game after coming home from kindergarten, 

when I heard him say, "Take that you jigaboo." I couldn't believe my ears. I asked him to 

repeat himself and he reluctantly said it again.  

  

After some coaxing, John told me a school "friend" called him that name when they got 

into a disagreement at recess. I was hurt, baffled and confused as to how a kindergartener 

could know that word, let along how to use it. I stumbled over my words as I explained to 

my child that some people will not like him or may treat him differently simply because of 

his skin color. 

  

Each year the Martin Luther King holiday is a good opportunity for me to revisit the race 

relations conversation with my children. It is important for all children to know why they 
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have a day out of school and understand how the nation has changed because of the civil 

rights movement. This year, I took my older son to see the movie "Selma." 

  

While the country is very different from the time period depicted in "Selma," King's dream 

is not fully realized. Unfortunately there are still people who will judge my children and 

me by the color of our skin instead of the content of our character. 

  

My sons will have unique challenges in life because they are black males. The recent 

killings of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown and Eric Garner have shed light on racial 

profiling, use of force by police and how black males are perceived in this country in 

general. 

  

These discussions have been complicated because their father is a police officer.  My 

children are taught to respect authority and to comply with the directions of trusted 

adults, especially law enforcement officers. Even if they believe they are being treated 

unfairly, my sons have been instructed to comply with officers. As parents, we can only 

right any wrongs if our children make it through confrontations with officers alive.  

  

The thought of my sons being mistaken for criminals frightens me. I know there are 

people, law enforcement officers included, who will make assumptions about them 

without knowing a thing about them. I worry about John in particular because he is 

entering the preteen years and beginning to spend more time with friends away from 

home. Someone could label him as a thug, although he is a straight-A student and star 

athlete.  He's never been in trouble a day in his life. 

  

The recent killings of unarmed black males in this country have provided an opportunity 

for all of us to examine the importance of King's message. It is still relevant today and 

many of his goals remain. 

  

After watching "Selma," I asked John if he had any questions about the movie. His reply: "I 

don't understand why after segregation the white people still hated black people."  

  

I'm still struggling to answer that question. One thing is for sure - I want my children to 

understand that bad people come in all shapes, sizes and colors but that there are more 

good people than bad. 

  

  

AP's Ebony Reed emcees as Massachusetts 

politicians attend Martin Luther King Breakfast 
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 By The Associated Press 

  

BOSTON - Top political leaders in Massachusetts gathered in Boston for the annual Martin 

Luther King Jr. Memorial Breakfast honoring the legacy of the slain civil rights leader. 

  

Among the speakers at the breakfast Monday at the Boston Convention Center were Gov. 

Charlie Baker, Boston Mayor Martin Walsh and U.S. Sen. Edward Markey. U.S. Sen. 

Elizabeth Warren spoke via video message. 

  

Topper Carew was the keynote speaker. The Boston native is an architect, media 

consultant and television and film producer who was a prominent civil rights advocate in 

the 1960s. 

  

Ebony Reed (Email), director of business development local markets at The Associated 

Press, was master of ceremonies. 

  

The breakfast has become one of the premier events on the state's political calendar. 

Proceeds from the event will go toward student scholarships and community programs. 

  

Ebony is pictured with Governor Baker in the photo above taken by Lolita Parker Jr. 

  

  

Memories sparked by Martin Luther King Jr. 
  

Richard Pyle  (Email) - I never met Dr Martin Luther King Jr or covered his civil rights 

crusade, but as a member of the AP Washington Bureau I was witness to the three days of 

civil unrest that erupted in the nation's capital after his assassination in Memphis on April 

4, 1968. 

  

At the time, I had recently accepted CoB Walter Mears' offer to take over as chief of AP 

World Services' Washington desk. But having a primarily inside job at AP didn't preclude 
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getting involved in street reporting on a major story. Especially as the Capitol Hill 

neighborhood where I lived was close to one of the three areas where arson, looting and 

other violence would be most prevalent. 

  

If memory serves, the report of  King's murder broke in late afternoon, and as the shocking 

news raced through the city, an atmosphere of tension and foreboding quickly spread. 

Offices closed, people left early for home in the suburbs, and  the cops went on alert as 

angry crowds gathered in the streets of  DC's mostly black neighborhoods. 

  

About dusk, for reasons I can't now explain, I found myself alone and walking up 7th 

Street, a shabby part of downtown Washington.  Whatever else, it was a display of 

abysmal judgment - as evidenced when a carload of young black men drove by, then 

slowed to a stop and began backing up for another look. 

  

As I nervously debated what to do, the cavalry miraculously arrived: a Metropolitan Police 

station wagon with two uniformed cops - both of them black, as it happened - who 

observed the youths' car make a hasty withdrawal and then asked me, the stupid white 

guy on the sidewalk, the obvious question: why the hell was I wandering the streets 

alone?  Didn't I know what was happening? 

  

Identifying myself as a reporter partly dispelled their skepticism about my sanity, and 

when I asked if there was any chance I could do a ``ride-along'' with them, they decided it 

was a good solution and called their commander, who gave the OK.  

  

I spent the next few hours taking notes in the back seat as we ping-ponged from place to 

place, our police radio buzzing with calls about liquor store burglar alarms, "shots fired," 

and noisy, restless street crowds.  

  

At one of the latter, we blundered into a cul de sac and with an ``uh-oh,'' our driver wisely 

turned the wagon around, heading outward, before engaging anyone in a ``what's up, 

brother?'' conversation.  

  

My apartment was above a hardware store on Pennsylvania Ave SE, a short walk from the 

Library of Congress and the Capitol, and on leaving for work the next morning, I found an 

armed U.S. Marine guarding my street-level front door. He  was based at "8th and Eye," 

the nearby Marine HQ barracks. When I asked him why he was there, he said only, "I'm 

guarding this door, sir." 

  

Returning that evening, I found the hardware store windows boarded up with plywood 

sheets inscribed with large handwritten letters, BLACKS WORK HERE. My personal Marine 

sentry was gone, and a newly arrived platoon of troops from the 82nd Airborne Division 

had set up on the deserted avenue. 

 

 Not forgotten is that 1968 was also an election year, in which President Johnson would 

decline to seek a second term, leaving his vice president, Hubert Humphrey, and attorney 

general, Robert Kennedy, to fight it out for the Democratic party nomination.  
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Both were on the scene in Washington the next day, but Kennedy _ who would himself be 

assassinated in a Los Angeles hotel two months later _ upstaged his rival  by walking 

several dozen blocks up riot-ravaged 14th Street, making a law-and-order point by shaking 

hands with every cop and firefighter he encountered in the rubble. 

  

Postscript: Nine years later, in June 1977, I covered the Tennessee prison escape and 

recapture of James Earl Ray, the hillbilly hoodlum serving life for the murder of Dr King.  

  

One related event was a news conference in Knoxville with his father, Rev Martin Luther 

King Sr. 

  

-0- 

  

Brian Bland (Email) - My indirect-but-unforgettable connection with Dr. King came at the 

end of his life. I was in Memphis, my hometown, on April 4, 1968. 

  

I had I returned from Vietnam in February and was discharged in Oakland, California. I 

celebrated being a civilian by spending three weeks in the Bay Area and was determined 

to start my journalism career there. But first came another three weeks of partying in 

Memphis with friends and spending rewarding time with my parents.  

  

Having had enough of conflict for awhile, I had no urge to go downtown for the garbage 

strike marches and other demonstrations. I felt, I suppose, that my California news career 

could wait awhile longer and I needed the playtime. 

  

My idyll was shattered by Dr. King's assassination. I felt sick, distressed for the country, the 

civil rights movement and for my hometown. I felt that, somehow, the war had followed 

me home, that there was no place to hide. Having done no news work since grad school in 

Illinois, I was completely unprepared to react at that moment as a journalist. I put aside 

any thought of trying to freelance the story, but wound up involved in an unexpected way. 

  

The Memphis Police Department had no real press office, so Memphis State University 

sent its communication director and former reporter, the late Charlie Holmes, to aid the 

MPD in handling the flood of reporters pouring into town.  Holmes and I were 

acquaintances and he asked if I could give him a hand. So, before working a single day as a 

paid journalist, I spent the next couple of days as a volunteer assistant press officer at the 

MPD. 

  

My most enduring memory, however, is not about the press. It's about driving the five 

miles from the police department back to my parents' home around midnight at the end 

of the first long day after Dr. King's death, rolling through the dark once-familiar streets, 

past scores of shattered street lights and other debris, armed only with a city-issued pass. 

Armored personnel carriers lurked in the shadows at checkpoints manned by young men 

outfitted just as I had been weeks earlier and a world away - in fatigues, boots, helmets 

and rifles. 

  

The tragedy of King's murder and all that followed ended my party-and-sleep routine. I 

completed the transition by moving to California and getting hired as a writer by KTVU in 
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Oakland. 

  

AP's Eric Talmadge is the only Western reporter 

regularly in North Korea. Here's what it's like. 

  

 
  

By PAUL FARHI 

The Washington Post 

 

  

The first thing to remember about reporting from North Korea, says Eric Talmadge, is that 

the answer to almost everything is no. 

  

No, you can't go there. No, you can't interview that person. No, you can't have that 

information. Talmadge, the Associated Press's bureau chief in Pyongyang and the only 

Western reporter regularly in the reclusive country, is used to it. North Korea didn't get to 

be a totalitarian state with a long trail of human-rights abuses and the worst record of 

media freedom in the world by being accommodating to reporters, especially the 

American kind. 

  

In Pyongyang, Talmadge is shadowed constantly by a minder, a government agent who 

accompanies him whenever he leaves his hotel or office. The minder doesn't mind 

Talmadge so much as keep an eye on his would-be contacts; talking to other foreigners is 

fine, but any interaction with a North Korean raises red flags. On a recent, and rare, road 

trip through the North Korean countryside, Talmadge and an AP photographer were 

chaperoned by a minder who made sure that they didn't deviate from a government-

approved route or stop to interview people at random. 
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"This trip," Talmadge wrote, in a colorful and eye-opening travelogue, "was on North 

Korea's terms." 

  

There's also constant electronic surveillance. Talmadge proceeds on the assumption that 

his e-mails, Internet searches and phone calls, as well as his conversations, are being seen 

and heard. "I just assume that everything I say, to anyone, is on the record," he says. 

"Always." (He spoke with The Washington Post via e-mail.)  

  

Talmadge can maintain only a semi-permanent presence in the country. He travels to 

Pyongyang each month from Tokyo, where he lives with his family, and stays in North 

Korea about 10 days each month, or however long the state ministry feels like letting him 

stay. 

  

Click here to read more.  (Shared by Paul Colford, Bob Daugherty and Mike Feinsilber) 

 

  

Photo above of Eric Talmadge by Wong May-E, AP. 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Connecting sky shot - Lower Manhattan 
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Connecting colleague Jim Gerberich (Email) shares this photo, taken from the 70th floor 

atop 30 Rockefeller Center, as the city lights come on as the winter sun sets on New York 

City looking toward lower Manhattan,  one block from AP's former headquarters. 

  

-0- 

  

Residents of Selma see movie on their city at no charge 

  

Joe McKnight (Email) shares: 

  

SELMA, Ala. -- Paramount Studios and Oprah Winfrey, producer of the movie "Selma,"  

teamed up to see that residents of this South Alabama city could see the iconic civil rights 

cinema free of charge. 

  

The movie was filmed this past summer in Selma, Montgomery, and Atlanta, GA. It depicts 

the mid 1960s efforts by blacks to gain an unrestricted right to vote and to improve civil 
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rights generally across the south.  

  

Starting Jan. 9, the day the movie was released nationally, it began showing for at least 11 

days at the downtown Walton Theater, the only movie house in downtown Selma.  

  

Because of the size of the theater, people wanting to see the film went to the Walton 

ahead of time, starting Jan. 5, and signed up for up to two tickets per person. The movie 

was to be shown three times daily on most days. A special showing was held on Saturday, 

Jan. 6 for senior citizens. 

  

Selma Mayor George Evans said up to 260 tickets were available for each showing. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

 

  

   

To 

  

Merrill Hartson (Email) 
  

  

Stories of interest 

CNN Reporter Confronts Jindal for 'Exaggerating' Muslim 'No-Go Zones'  (Shared by Bob 

Daugherty) 

  

Following a speech he gave in London Monday that referenced the discredited claims of 

"no-go zones" for non-Muslims in Britain, Gov. Bobby Jindal (R-LA) continued to defend his 

point to a CNN reporter who pressed him for evidence.  

  

In his remarks, Jindal said, "It is startling to think that any country would allow, even 

unofficially, for a so called 'no-go zone.' The idea that a free country would allow for 

specific areas of its country to operate in an autonomous way that is not free and is in 

direct opposition to its laws is hard to fathom." 

  

But later, he was confronted by CNN's Max Foster to back up these claims. "Look, I've 

heard from folks here that there are neighborhoods where women don't feel comfortable 
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going in without veils," Jindal said. "That's wrong. We all know that there are 

neighborhoods where police are less likely to go into." 

  

-0- 

  

Worcester Telegram & Gazette reporter resigns after publisher says no to 3% raise 

  

Investigative reporter Thomas Caywood received only one small raise in his seven years at 

the Worcester Telegram & Gazette, while his paid vacation benefit went from three weeks 

a year to two. Invited by new owners to stay at the paper, Caywood told Telegram 

publisher James F. Normandin that he'd stay put if he received a 3% raise and went back 

to three weeks paid vacation. 

  

 "The meager raise would barely be noticeable to my finances," he told the boss, "but it's 

vital to me that I see some tangible evidence of this commitment to quality journalism of 

which you and [T&G owner] GateHouse speak." 

  

-0- 

  

GCHQ captured emails of journalists from top international media 

  

GCHQ's bulk surveillance of electronic 

communications has scooped up emails to and 

from journalists working for some of the US and 

UK's largest media organisations, analysis of 

documents released by whistleblower Edward 

Snowden reveals. 

  

Emails from the BBC, Reuters, the Guardian, the 

New York Times, Le Monde, the Sun, NBC and 

the Washington Post were saved by GCHQ and shared on the agency's intranet as part of a 

test exercise by the signals intelligence agency. 

  

The disclosure comes as the British government faces intense pressure to protect the 

confidential communications of reporters, MPs and lawyers from snooping. 

  

The journalists' communications were among 70,000 emails harvested in the space of less 

than 10 minutes on one day in November 2008 by one of GCHQ's numerous taps on the 

fibre-optic cables that make up the backbone of the 

internet. 

  

-0- 

  

It's not safe for Mexican reporters, either 

  

A few days before the staff of a French satirical 

magazine was slaughtered in Paris, gunmen abducted 



12

reporter Moises Sanchez from his home near the Mexican port city of Veracruz. Sanchez 

was later found dead. Thirteen suspects, one-third of the local police force, are now under 

arrest. 

  

While one event shocked the world and inspired an outpouring of support for free speech, 

the other was scarcely noticed. 

  

Yet the ongoing killings of Mexican journalists represent a more serious challenge to civil 

society, democracy and free speech than the Paris massacre, because in Mexico, 

governmental authorities are frequently implicated in these crimes. 

  

Statistics compiled by the Mexican Attorney General's office count more than 100 

reporters killed or disappeared in the past 15 years, making the country one of the world's 

most dangerous for journalists. In many of these cases, suspected or confirmed 

involvement of local police, military and politicians makes successful prosecution unlikely 

and adds to a climate of impunity. 

  

-0- 

  

Veteran journalist Andrew Drummond to leave Thailand amid safety fears 

  

Bangkok: A veteran journalist who has covered 

Thailand for 25 years for media outlets in the 

United Kingdom and Australia has quit the 

country, saying living in the Thai capital is no 

longer safe for his family. 

  

Andrew Drummond, who has specialized in 

exposing the activities of foreign criminals and 

scams targeting foreigners, expressed dismay at the growing use of Thailand's criminal 

defamation laws and Computer Crimes Act to intimidate and silence people who expose 

wrongdoing. 

  

"I have enjoyed my time in Thailand where I have made many Thai and foreign friends but 

there comes a time [when] having too much knowledge, which I cannot keep to myself, 

becomes too dangerous," he said. 

 

  

The Last Word 
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At Monday night's nationally televised Big 12 game at historic Allen Fieldhouse on the 

University of Kansas campus, a video tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was displayed on 

the scoreboard before the game between Kansas and Oklahoma State. Photo by 

Connecting editor Paul Stevens. 

 

  

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 20, the 20th day of 2015. There are 345 days left in the year. 

Today's Highlight in History: 

On Jan. 20, 1265, England's first representative Parliament met for the first time; the 

gathering at Westminster was composed of bishops, abbots, peers, Knights of the Shire 

and town burgesses. 

On this date: 

In 1649, King Charles I of England went on trial, accused of high treason (he was found 

guilty and executed by month's end). 

In 1887, the U.S. Senate approved an agreement to lease Pearl Harbor in Hawaii as a naval 
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base. 

In 1936, Britain's King George V died; he was succeeded by Edward VIII. 

In 1942, Nazi officials held the notorious Wannsee conference, during which they arrived 

at their "final solution" that called for exterminating Jews. 

In 1945, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn into office for an unprecedented 

fourth term. 

In 1954, "The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial," a play by Herman Wouk based on part of his 

novel "The Caine Mutiny," opened on Broadway. 

In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson was inaugurated for a term of office in his own right. 

Rock-and-roll promoter Alan Freed, 43, died in Palm Springs, California. The Byrds 

recorded the Bob Dylan song "Mr. Tambourine Man" at Columbia Records in Hollywood. 

In 1975, several former William Morris talent agents, including Michael Ovitz, founded 

Creative Artists Agency (CAA). 

In 1981, Iran released 52 Americans it had held hostage for 444 days, minutes after the 

presidency had passed from Jimmy Carter to Ronald Reagan. 

In 1985, President Ronald Reagan and Vice President George H.W. Bush were sworn in for 

second terms of office in a brief White House ceremony (it being a Sunday, the public 

swearing-in was held the following day). 

In 1986, the United States observed the first federal holiday in honor of slain civil rights 

leader Martin Luther King Jr. 

In 1990, actress Barbara Stanwyck died in Santa Monica, California, at age 82. 

 

 Ten years ago: President George W. Bush was inaugurated for a second term as Chief 

Justice William H. Rehnquist, ill with thyroid cancer, delivered the oath of office; anti-Bush 

demonstrators jeered the president's motorcade during the inaugural parade. 

 

 Five years ago: National Intelligence Director Dennis Blair conceded missteps in the 

government's handling of the Christmas Day 2009 airline bombing attempt in testimony 

before the Senate Homeland Security Committee. 

 

 One year ago: Iran unplugged banks of centrifuges involved in its most sensitive nuclear 

enrichment program, prompting the U.S. and the European Union to partially lift 

economic sanctions as a landmark deal aimed at easing concerns over Iran's nuclear 
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program went into effect. American missionary Kenneth Bae, jailed in North Korea for 

more than a year, appeared before reporters in Pyongyang and appealed to the U.S. 

government to do its best to secure his release. (Bae and fellow American Matthew Miller 

were freed in Nov. 2014.) Italian condcutor Claudio Abbado, 80, died in Bologna after a 

long illness. 

(Stations: "?uestlove" is correct) 

 

 Today's Birthdays: Comedian Arte Johnson is 86. Former astronaut Buzz Aldrin is 85. 

Olympic gold medal figure skater Carol Heiss is 75. Singer Eric Stewart is 70. Movie 

director David Lynch is 69. Country-rock musician George Grantham (Poco) is 68. Israeli 

activist Natan Sharansky is 67. Actor Daniel Benzali is 65. Rock musician Paul Stanley (KISS) 

is 63. Rock musician Ian Hill (Judas Priest) is 63. Comedian Bill Maher (MAR) is 59. Actor 

Lorenzo Lamas is 57. Actor James Denton is 52. Rock musician Greg K. (The Offspring) is 

50. Country singer John Michael Montgomery is 50. Sophie, Countess of Wessex, is 50. 

Actor Rainn Wilson is 49. Actress Stacey Dash is 48. TV personality Melissa Rivers is 47. 

Singer Xavier is 47. Actor Reno Wilson is 46. Singer Edwin McCain is 45. Actor Skeet Ulrich 

is 45. Rap musician ?uestlove (questlove) (The Roots) is 44. Rock musician Rob Bourdon 

(Linkin Park) is 36. Singer/songwriter Bonnie McKee is 31. Country singer Brantley Gilbert 

is 30. Rock singer Kevin Parker (Tame Impala) is 29. Actor Evan Peters is 28. 

  

Thought for Today: "To enjoy life one should give up the lure of life." - Mohandas K. 

Gandhi, Indian religious leader (1869-1948). 
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