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Colleagues, 

  

Good Wednesday morning! 

  

I felt like a proud dad when I saw last week's Best of the States, honoring the work of state 

bureau journalists, and read how two Missouri AP journalists - St. Louis Correspondent Jim 

Salter and Jefferson City Correspondent David Lieb - won the honor with their FOIA work 

on a story involving the Ferguson police chief and that the runner-up was another open 

records effort by Wichita Correspondent Roxana Hegeman and Topeka Correspondent 

John Hanna.  

 

 I was once the Kansas-Missouri chief of bureau in Kansas City, appointed all four to their 

positions and worked closely with these talented people before I retired in 2009. Reading  

of their accomplishments made my day. 

  

Put your hand in a bowl of water, someone once told me, and then pull it out. No one will 

know it was ever there.  

 

 That's the analogy, he said, of what happens when you leave a company the size and 

history of The Associated Press. They forget you quickly. Life moves on. Some truth to it, I 

suppose - but I know many of you share the same feeling of pride in the legacy you left 
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behind in hiring, developing and promoting many of the fine journalists who make the AP 

what it is today. 

 

Just sayin'. 

  

Paul 

  

  

Are you a volunteer?  Share your story 

  
Connecting colleague Mike Feinsilber (Email) shares the following idea: 

  

"Here's an idea for Connecting: Start a series in which contributors tell about their 

volunteer activities in retirement. It might be 

interesting and give ideas to others." 

  

A few issues back, Andy Lippman shared news of 

his volunteer work with the South Pasadena Public 

Library. I know there are many others who are 

doing something similar. 

  

So Ye Olde Connecting Editor requests that you 

send along what you might be doing in volunteer 

work. With your story, please include a photo. 

(And, you don't have to be retired to volunteer. So if you're still working and do some 

volunteer work, we would like to hear about that, as well.) 

  

As to Mike starting it himself?  

 

 "I'm not a good volunteer for this project. I audit courses at Georgetown University - I've 

audited about 20 and it is rewarding and challenging to keep up with the kids and the pile 

of reading professors assign. But that's not serving anyone except me. So it is not much of 

a volunteer activity." 

  

I look forward to hearing from you with your volunteer experiences. 

  

Paul 

  

  

Reflections on beginning, end of MLK's journey 

  

Gene Herrick (Email) - With the celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King's birthday, it is with 

ironic memories that I reflect on the beginning and the end of his fabulous ministerial 

journey of this man. 
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It started with the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1956, when Rosa Parks refused to give up 

her seat on a segregated bus.  She was arrested.  King, who had recently moved from his 

Atlanta home to take over the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, from which he started his 

magnanimous trip into history.  It ended with King's assignation in Memphis. 

  

As reported earlier in Connections, I took two well 

recognized pictures of Parks being fingerprinted, and 

King being kissed by his wife. 

  

When the story broke, I was assigned to cover it.  Dr. 

King quickly became the focal point of the issue.  I 

covered Dr. King in quite a few instances, but the 

most interesting was during his preaching at the 

church.  One memorable account was on Easter 

Sunday.  When I got to the church it was jammed to 

the rafters.  I had to come in a back door, and was 

immediately confronted by the crowd and no path to 

get to the main floor in front of the pulpit.  With 

great trepidation, I asked (or rather used sign 

language) a member of the choir to move a little so 

that I could step on her seat to get down there.  I 

had to use the same technique to go down three more rows.  On the way, I noticed I was 

the only while person in the congregation.   

  

I took some pictures of Dr. King speaking.  Following the service, it was obvious that all of 

the congregants wore little bamboo crosses which had little strips of white tape.  Each 

said, "God, Forgive Them."  The doors opened for their departure, only to be greeted by a 

large gathering of white men, whose eyes appeared to be full of rage.  Ironically, nothing 

happened. 

   

During all of this action in Montgomery, there was a Federal Court heating concerning the 

King story.  I was standing next to the open main door to the courtroom.  The judge was 

on the bench.  A camera flash went off.  Pandemonium hit.  The judge screamed to catch 

that man.  The bailiffs grabbed me, and took me to the judge's chambers.  Luckily I was 

able to catch hold of AP Correspondent Rex Thomas, who accompanied me in chambers 

and saved my life.  I was innocent of the problem.  It was a Life Magazine photographer 

who had jumped up on a window ledge, took the picture into the courtroom, jumped 

down, ran down the stairs and caught a taxi which took him to the airport. 

             

During the years, Dr. King's stature grew.  Then in 1968, a lone gunman ended Dr. King's 

life with a bullet fired from a gun held by a man standing in a bathtub in a sleazy little 

hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.  

When that happened, I was working the photo desk in Chicago.  The "Hotline" phone 

connection us directly to the photo desk in NY rang.  The voice said:  "Martin Luther King 

has just been shot in Memphis.  We think he is dead, but we are confirming.  I know you 

used to be stationed in Memphis, so hurry up and make plane reservations to get down 

there."  Click. 
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I called Fred Wright, the editor in charge in CX and told him, and then quickly called 

American Airlines.  They had always been good to get us where we wanted to go, and 

quickly. 

  

New York called back minutes later confirming the death of Dr. King.  I ran out of the office 

and caught a cab.  The driver was surprised to hear about King, and became very 

cooperative about my need to get to O'Hare airport. I kept nudging him for more speed.  I 

arrived at the terminal, got my ticket, and was told to run to the plane, which they were 

holding for my arrival.  During the trip, the pilot announced that due to the assignation of 

Dr. King, they were overfly Memphis and go to Baton Rouge.  I asked the attendant to tell 

the pilot that I absolutely had to land In Memphis.  She came back and advised me that 

the National Guard had been called out in Memphis, and that the plane could not land 

there because I wouldn't be able to travel in Memphis.  "No, no," I said, "I've got all kinds 

of credentials and I won't have any trouble.  Just tell the pilot to land the plane and stop 

out in a field there, and not at the terminal." 

  

Lo, and behold, the pilot did land in Memphis, and stopped out away from the terminal! 

  

There were machine guns and tanks all around the terminal and into Memphis.  I had no 

trouble. 

  

Photographer Charlie Knoblock, from CX, flew in a little later.  At daylight in the morning, 

we went to the hotel.  Charlie stood in the bathtub where the killer had used as his 

vantage point to kill Dr. King.  He took pictures, and then I got in the same position for a 

view of history.  An eerie feeling. 

  

Thus, the beginning and the seemingly end.  However, Dr. King's legacy lives on. 

  

(In the photo above - The Rev. Ralph Abernathy, left, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther  King, Jr., 

center, and Bayard Rustin, leaders in the racial bus boycott in  Montgomery, Ala., leave the 

Montgomery County Courthouse on Feb. 24, 1956.  The  civil rights leaders were arraigned 

along with 87 other black activists.   Thousands of supporters walked in protest against the 

mass indictments and  arrests.  (AP Photo) Photo: GENE HERRICK, STF) 
   
  

Connecting mailbox  
  

A correction in Martin Luther King memories 

  
Richard Pyle (Email) - I would like to make an important correction to my MLK Jr piece in 

Tuesday's Connecting newsletter. I referred to Robert Kennedy as US attorney general 

under LBJ. That was no longer true at the time in question. He had been elected U.S. 

senator from New York in 1965 and was serving in that office when both Dr King and 

Kennedy himself were assassinated in 1968. 

  

-0- 
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A bookend New York  City sunset 
  

 
  

Chris Connell (Email) shares:  Just in case, here's a "bookend" NYC sunset photo taken 

1/11/15 from the rooftop terrace outside Bar 54 atop the new Hyatt Times Square. The 

Bank of America and Conde Nast skyscrapers frame the sunset. The Freedom Tower is on 

the right.  It's a great, new (2013) hotel for a NYC visit, especially for a theater binge - 45th 

Street just off Broadway and Times Square. Two dozen marquees within two blocks. I 

borrowed my wife's new iPhone 6 to take the shot. 

 

 -0- 

 

 Unusual datelines redux 

  
Mike Tharp (Email) - Separately, a couple of my datelines, both for WSJ, may be of interest 

to your readers: 

  

NEAR LEADVILLE, COLO. ABOVE 11,000 FEET--For a story on a winter Outward Bound 

course I wrote about while based in Dallas. Altitude gave all of us migraines, and the 

toughest participant turned out to be Lorna, a 21-year-old woman from Southern 

California. The money quote came from Burt Redmayne, our Outward Bound guide, who 
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whispered one night after we'd carved a sleeping place beneath the snow: "Remember--

ice cave rhymes with mass grave." 

  

SOMEWHERE BETWEEN PYONGYANG AND BEIJING--For a story on a train ride that Bradley 

Martin, then with the Baltimore Sun, and I took after spending more than two weeks in 

Pyongyang in 1979 while based in Tokyo. (Edie Lederer had joined us from Hong Kong to 

enjoy the pleasures of the Hermit Kingdom.) Vodka was one of the condiments on 

the 1950s-era dining car tables. The money quote came from Sergei, a Tass foreign 

correspondent who'd served several tours in Asia. "Between Pyongyang and Ulan Bator," 

he said, swigging a condiment, "I take Singapore." 

  

  

AP Exclusive: 

Some murder defendants get freedoms after insanity 

verdict 

  

Denver - Twenty-five Coloradans have been found not guilty of murder by reason of 

insanity since 1998, and more than half of them have been granted freedom to live away 

from the state hospital - some with limited or no supervision, an Associated Press review 

of records shows. 

  

But that doesn't mean Colorado theater shooting defendant James Holmes can look 

forward to similar privileges if he is found not guilty by reason of insanity, experts say. 

  

Jury selection will begin Tuesday in the case against Holmes, who is accused of a vastly 

different crime than the 13 people who have gained some independence after insanity 

pleas. 

  

Click here to read more. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

 

  

  

To 
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Anthony Marquez  (Email) 

  

Byron Yake  (Email) 
  

   

Stories of interest 

  

White House breaks own State of the Union embargo for online audience 

  

The White House posted the entire text of President Obama's 2015 State of the Union 

address on the internet on Tuesday, breaking its own media embargo in an 

unprecedented decision that put the entire speech online before the president even 

began. 

  

The Obama administration used the website Medium to publish a copy of the text, 

climaxing weeks of media previews and a growing use of social media by the White House 

that circumvents reporters and the filter of the press. 

  

Aides and staffers as prominent as senior White House adviser Dan Pfeiffer have led the 

online charge, using YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, gifs and videos to go directly to a more 

internet-savvy audience, targeting young people in particular.  

  

-0- 

  

Japanese journalist threatened with death on Isis video 

  

A journalist is one of two Japanese hostages who face being murdered by Islamic State 

(Isis) unless the organisation is paid a $200m ransom (£130m) by the Tokyo government. 

  

Isis delivered the ultimatum by video after Japan's prime minister, Shinzo Abe, pledged a 

$200m aid package to Middle East countries fighting Isis. 

  

On the short video clip a militant with a British accent stands between the two Japanese 

captives in orange jumpsuits: journalist Kenji Goto Jogo and security consultant Haruna 

Yukawa.  

  

At one point, the executioner gestures at Goto with a knife and says: "The life of this 

Japanese citizen will cost you $100m". 

  

-0- 

  

Support for Mohammed drawings at record levels  (Shared by Sibby Christensen) 

  

Danish attitudes towards Jyllands-Posten's publishing of the controversial drawings of 

Mohammed in 2005 have changed significantly since the attacks in Paris.  
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According to a Gallup poll commissioned by Berlingske, support for the drawings has never 

been greater. 

Fully 65 percent of those polled last week - following the attacks on the French magazine 

Charlie Hebdo and at other locations in Paris - believe that Jyllands-Posten made the right 

decision when they published the 12 drawings. 

  

-0- 

  

Fox News calls Paris mayor's lawsuit threat 'misplaced' 

  

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo has threatened to sue Fox News over its erroneous reports that 

France and other European countries were plagued by Muslim-dominated "no-go zones" 

in which Sharia law held sway. "When we're insulted, and when we've had an image, then 

I think we'll have to sue, I think we'll have to go to court, in order to have these words 

removed," Hidalgo told CNN's Christiane Amanpour. As we argued earlier, such a threat 

contravenes ideals of free speech. And even though Fox News clearly erred, precisely what 

damages could Paris ever prove in a court of law? That Fox News viewers will be canceling 

their spring trips to Paris this year? 

  

In any case, Fox News has responded to Hidalgo with this statement from Michael 

Clemente, the executive vice president of news at the network: 

  

"We empathize with the citizens of France as they go through a healing process and return 

to everyday life. However, we find the Mayor's comments regarding a lawsuit misplaced." 

A bit mild, but that's a start. 

  

-0- 

  

Google is now a more trusted source of news than the websites it aggregates 

  

Here is some sobering news for anyone in the journalism industry: 

  

Online search engines have overtaken traditional media as the most trusted source for 

general news and information, according to a global survey of 27,000 people by Edelman, 

a public relations firm. The data will be presented to delegates at the World Economic 

Forum in Davos this week. 

  

The trust gap between traditional media and search engines is even more pronounced 

among millennials. 

  

-0- 

  

John Kerry addresses journalism security 

  

Some highlights from Secretary of State John Kerry's remarks at Tuesday's Journalist 

Security Conference in Washington, via the State Department Press Office (h/t Isaac 
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Dovere): 

  

We all know that journalism can be dangerous. There's no way to eliminate the risk 

completely, except by keeping silent, and that's what we call surrender. So that's not in 

the cards. The world obviously needs to be informed about what is happening. Silence 

gives power to dictators, to the abusers, to tyrants. It allows tyranny to flourish, not 

freedom. And so what is happening in high-threat locations such as Syria, Iraq, Somalia, or 

Central African Republic, Libya, Pakistan - all of these are places where they don't want 

people to tell the story or they distort it. We need people who are going to shed light also 

on subtler forms of coercion that rot a society from within - corruption, crime. Exposing 

them can be dangerous, difficult, but equally critical to the capacity to have accountability 

and to respect the rights of people. ... 

  

[T]he world environment has obviously changed and changed significantly. It used to be 

that the primary threat to journalists was just being in the wrong place at the wrong time - 

you step on a landmine or you get in the way of a border or a fire or whatever happens. 

And we've lost people that way, obviously, in past wars. In the past, it was extremely rare 

for a member of the press to be intentionally targeted, stalked, followed. But in our era, 

roughly two-thirds of the reporters who die violently are killed because of, not despite, 

their profession. They are attacked for what they have written, silenced for what they 

have witnessed, or kidnapped for the leverage their capture may provide. And in most 

cases, the perpetrators are not caught. 

  

The truth is that freedom of the press, whether symbolized by a pencil, a pen, a camera, or 

a microphone is under siege, purposefully. And that is because some people, some groups, 

and even some governments want to dictate the truth, want to define it, want to hide 

what we would know to be the truth. And obviously, we cannot and we will not let that 

happen, especially after the outrage in Paris on January 7th, we need to make certain that 

we are taking all the steps in our power to reiterate our commitment to the values that 

bring all of you here today. 

  

-0- 

  

It Takes A Special Person To Love A Journalist 

  

"What do you do for a living?" 

  

I'm never sure how to answer that. 

  

I could say that I'm a writer, because, well, I 

am; I write for a living and, honestly, it 

sounds sexier than any of the other terms I'm 

about to use.  

  

I could say that I'm a reporter, because, well, 

I am; that's my job title.  
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But the most accurate answer has to be that I'm a journalist - someone in the media field 

who does it all. (Still, when asked, I'm inclined to say that I'm a writer.) 

  

-0- 

  

'123456'  Again: The Most Popular Passwords Aren't Changing 

  

This is not a reprinted mistake: The most commonly used password in 2014 was "123456," 

a security company says. 

  

Despite the high-profile hacking attacks last year, people are still using passwords that 

security analysts say should have been in the dustbin years ago. Both "123456" and 

"password" have been the top two passwords since security-app provider SplashData 

began measuring the most frequently used passwords in 2011. 

  

Here's how the top 10 passwords have changed over time, according to SplashData 

  

 
  

-0- 

  

And then there were none (Shared by Bill Beecham) 

  

By John E. McIntyre 

The Baltimore Sun 

  

The copy desk at The Cincinnati Enquirer wrote -30- last week.* Though various newsroom 

functions continue, under the opaque titles now favored in the business, there is no 

longer a copy desk staffed by copy editors at The Enquirer. 
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It was there in 1980 that I got my start in the business. On the strength of a master's 

degree in English, six summers' experience in high school and college as the Johannes 

factotum of the weekly Flemingsburg Gazette in Flemingsburg, Kentucky, and a three-

week tryout on The Enquirer's copy desk, they gave me a job. 

  

The slotman was Bill Trutner, who had taught English before succumbing to journalism, a 

quiet, calm presence on the desk who was sympathetic and encouraging. Bob Johnson, 

impatient of nonsense and prone to pungent country expressions, was news editor. 

  

On the desk proper, there were veterans like Jack "I wanted to be a miner but I didn't have 

the Latin" Cannon. Phil Fisher, who remained at his post to the bitter end, and from whom 

I learned a great deal, had arrived a year before me. And the fellowship of the rim boasted 

a couple of other newcomers, the banjo-wielding John Bryan and Jan Cordero, later Jan 

Leach, later editor of the Akron Beacon Journal, now professing journalism at Kent State. It 

was a merry band. 

  

Today in History 
  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 21, the 21st day of 2015. There are 344 days left in the year. 

 

 Today's Highlight in History: 
 

 On Jan. 21, 1915, the first Kiwanis Club, dedicated to community service, was founded in 

Detroit. 
 

 On this date: 
 

 In 1793, during the French Revolution, King Louis XVI, condemned for treason, was 

executed on the guillotine. 
 

 In 1861, Jefferson Davis of Mississippi and four other Southerners whose states had 

seceded from the Union resigned from the U.S. Senate. 
 

 In 1908, New York City's Board of Aldermen passed an ordinance prohibiting women from 

smoking in public establishments (the measure was vetoed by Mayor George B. McClellan 

Jr., but not before one woman, Katie Mulcahey, was jailed overnight for refusing to pay a 

fine). 
 

 In 1910, the Great Paris Flood began as the rain-swollen Seine River burst its banks, 

sending water into the French capital. 
 

 In 1924, Russian revolutionary Vladimir Lenin died at age 53. 
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 In 1937, Count Basie and his band recorded "One O'Clock Jump" for Decca Records (on 

this date in 1942, they re-recorded the song for Okeh Records). 
 

 In 1954, the first atomic submarine, the USS Nautilus, was launched at Groton (GRAH'-

tuhn), Connecticut (however, the Nautilus did not make its first nuclear-powered run until 

nearly a year later). 
 

 In 1968, the Battle of Khe Sanh began during the Vietnam War. An American B-52 bomber 

carrying four hydrogen bombs crashed in Greenland, killing one crew member and 

scattering radioactive material. 
 

 In 1975, female reporters entered a National Hockey League locker room for post-game 

interviews for the first time. Robin Herman of The New York Times and Canadian radio 

reporter Marcel St. Cyr were allowed to talk to players following the NHL All-Star Game in 

Montreal in which the Wales Conference defeated the Campbell Conference 7-1. 
 

 In 1977, President Jimmy Carter pardoned almost all Vietnam War draft evaders. 
 

 In 1982, convict-turned-author Jack Henry Abbott was found guilty in New York of first-

degree manslaughter in the stabbing death of waiter Richard Adan in 1981. (Abbott was 

later sentenced to 15 years to life in prison; he committed suicide in 2002.) 
 

 In 1994, a jury in Manassas, Virginia, found Lorena Bobbitt not guilty by reason of 

temporary insanity of maliciously wounding her husband John, whom she'd accused of 

sexually assaulting her. 
 

 Ten years ago: A car bomb outside a Shiite mosque in Baghdad killed at least 14 people; a 

suicide bombing at a Shiite wedding south of the capital killed at least seven people. The 

body of Megan LeAnn Holden, a college student whose abduction was captured on a 

surveillance videotape as she was leaving her clerk's job at a Wal-Mart, was found in 

western Texas. (Johnny Lee Williams Jr. later pleaded guilty to capital murder and was 

sentenced to life in prison.) 
 

 Five years ago: A bitterly divided U.S. Supreme Court, in Citizens United v. Federal 

Election Commission, vastly increased the power of big business and labor unions to 

influence government decisions by freeing them to spend their millions directly to sway 

elections for president and Congress. Former Democratic presidential candidate John 

Edwards finally admitted fathering a daughter during an affair before his second White 

House bid. Toyota recalled 2.3 million U.S. vehicles to fix accelerator pedals. 
 

 One year ago: Former Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell, once viewed as a rising star in the 

GOP, and his wife, Maureen, were indicted on federal corruption charges; the couple 

denied wrongdoing. (A jury in Sept. 2014 convicted the McDonnells of doing favors for 

former Star Scientific CEO Jonnie Williams in exchange for more than $165,000 in low-

interest loans and gifts.) 
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 Today's Birthdays: Actress Ann Wedgeworth is 81. World Golf Hall of Famer Jack Nicklaus 

is 75. Opera singer-conductor Placido Domingo is 74. Singer Mac Davis is 73. Actress Jill 

Eikenberry is 68. Country musician Jim Ibbotson (The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band) is 68. Singer-

songwriter Billy Ocean is 65. Former U.S. Ambassador to China Gary Locke is 65. U.S. 

Attorney General Eric Holder is 64. Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen is 62. Actor-director 

Robby Benson is 59. Actress Geena Davis is 59. Basketball Hall of Famer Hakeem Olajuwon 

is 52. Actress Charlotte Ross is 47. Actor John Ducey is 46. Actress Karina Lombard is 46. 

Rapper Levirt (B-Rock and the Bizz) is 45. Rock musician Mark Trojanowski (Sister Hazel) is 

45. Rock singer-songwriter Cat Power is 43. Rock DJ Chris Kilmore (Incubus) is 42. Actor 

Vincent Laresca is 41. Singer Emma Bunton (Spice Girls) is 39. Actor Jerry Trainor is 38. 

Country singer Phil Stacey is 37. Rhythm-and-blues singer Nokio (Dru Hill) is 36. Actress 

Izabella Miko (MEE'-koh) is 34. 
 

 Thought for Today: "The road to ruin is always in good repair, and the travellers pay the 

expense of it." - Josh Billings (Henry Wheeler Shaw), American humorist (1818-1885). 
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