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Colleagues, 

  

Good Wednesday morning. 

  

One of the best-received features of Connecting - by far - are the memories shared by 

Connecting colleagues on a story they covered, their lives after AP, their volunteer work, 

and their thoughts on the news events of the day.  

  

To this mix, we would like to add: 

  

Connecting Readers: Weigh In... 

           ...on the Charlie Hebdo Story 

  

Sibby Christensen (Email) sets the stage: 

  

For news professionals, the risks they take to do their jobs are all too familiar. Digging out 

information or publishing comment can result in resistance or even retaliation. Reporters 

in danger zones can be killed, injured, or kidnapped. 

  

But worldwide reaction set the Charlie Hebdo story apart. Could this be an opportunity for 
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news people to explain what they do, why it matters, and to distinguish their work from 

disinformation often found on the wild web? 

  

Not all Americans understand the First Amendment, a survey from the Newseum Institute 

suggests. Just 68 percent could cite free speech; 29 percent, religious freedom; 14 

percent, press freedom; 7 percent, right to assemble; and 1 percent, right to petition. Fully 

29 percent could not name any of the amendment's guarantees at all. Worse, 38 percent 

say the First Amendment goes too far. 

  

Many Connecting colleagues already have weighed in about the ongoing Charlie Hebdo 

saga. We invite you to add your opinions or share your experiences for this first edition of 

the Weigh In discussion feature. 

  

* Have you met coverage obstacles as a reporter, photographer or editor, and did you use 

AP's legal clout in dealing with them? 

  

* Have you found yourself in a dangerous or dicey situation while on assignment, and how 

did you deal with it? 

  

* If you're a foreign staff member or veteran, you've likely encountered similar - or very 

different - free press/speech practices in countries or regions you've covered. Tell us 

about them. 

  

-0- 

 

 Send along your comments and they will be shared on Connecting. 

  

In the future, we will tackle other subjects. If you have ideas for others to cover, send me a 

note. 

 

 Paul 

  

Connecting volunteers:  How we help others 

  

 
Mark Mittelstadt (Email) - I volunteer as a soccer 

referee for Special Olympics of New Jersey. 

  

I have officiated the game professionally for 20 
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years, working levels just below the pros: high school championships, amateur adults, top 

youth competitions, "showcase" tournaments attracting nearly 1,000 college scouts 

looking to recruit players, even an "international friendly" at Rider College between the 

best under-17 boys developmental team in New Jersey and a squad visiting from Scotland. 

Six years ago an assigner sent an e-mail looking for volunteers to spend a few hours 

officiating matches for Special Olympics. There would be no ref fees. But the experience of 

working with athletes of varying needs and skills would be compensation unto itself. 

Growing up in a family where my mother taught a special needs Sunday School class, I 

answered the call. I haven't looked back.  

  

Refereeing special needs athletes is a unique challenge. You apply the Special Olympics 

rules as you would in a regular game, but there's the opportunity to bend and apply them 

as you see fit. As much time is spent teaching the athletes and coaches as in arbitrating 

their games. Victories come in big and small packages: scoring a goal, making a save, 

simply making contact with the ball, performing a good "kick-in" (the Special Olympics 

method of putting an out-of-bounds ball back into play), even just lining up on the correct 

side of the field. And always there is a chance to encourage and to "high five" an athlete 

who makes a play, whatever it is. 

  

In my first weekends with Special Olympics, I was disappointed in what I saw from other 

referees helping the organization: young, slow, not engaged, poor game and people skills, 

little awareness of how to work with the athletes. Since then I have become an 

ambassador for the organization, recruiting higher-level referees to give of their time and 

skill to help instruct and encourage athletes with intellectual disabilities.  

  

Involvement with Special Olympics has presented its own special opportunities for me. 

Last June, I was one of hundreds of sports officials selected from around the country for 

the organization's USA Games that brought thousands of U.S. athletes to Mercer County, 

N.J., to compete in 16 sports. The 25 soccer officials included a former Major League 

Soccer referee, numerous college referees and other top arbiters of the game. 

  

Then in September, I was invited to do a Special Olympics match between a team from 

New Jersey and one from Kansas City following the New York Red Bulls-Sporting KC Major 

League Soccer match at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, next to Newark. From being 

respectfully ushered through the bowels of the stadium to my own dressing room next to 

the MLS officials' dressing room, running into two top U.S. Soccer officials between games, 

picking up the ball and leading the teams onto the field as it was televised on the 

stadium's two large Jumbotrons, and finally blowing my own whistle inside the home of 

the Red Bulls, the experience was "bucket list" material.  
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The game itself was a blast. A couple thousand fans stayed from the MLS game to watch 

and cheer. Under a special promotion, a few athletes were fitted with GoPro cameras so 

that the view on the field could be flashed onto the stadium's TV screens. It was a 

reminder for the referee to always look like sharp ... and to not pick his nose! It ended all 

too early when I was informed stadium radar had detected a thunderstorm with lightning 

approaching and I needed to clear the field. I did, but it was 18 minutes of the most fun I 

have had wearing a referee uniform. 

  

Recently I was named to the SONJ sports training committee to come up with goals and 

protocols for the training and development of special athletes. 

  

As with all volunteering activity, there is no pay. And, in fact, there are expenses. But the 

"high fives," the warm hugs from coaches and athletes you've come to know, the inside 

jokes, the appreciation from the parents and SONJ staff, the opportunity to make a 

difference, all are compensation unto themselves, as the initial e-mail said they would be. 

My rewards account is solidly in the black. 

  
  

Capital New York story on NY chief of bureau job 

elimination 
 

 Connecting shared the news Monday that the AP has eliminated the New York chief of 

bureau position and that the person holding the job, Howard Goldberg, would be leaving 

the AP. 
  
Here is a story from Capital New York on Tuesday: 
  
The Associated Press is eliminating its New York bureau chief position, and the current 

holder of that role, Howard Goldberg, will be leaving the organization, a spokesperson 

confirmed to Capital. 

The decision to cut the role was part of "realignment of managerial responsibilities," A.P. 
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spokesperson Paul Colford said. 

"New York Bureau Chief Howard Goldberg will be leaving AP soon after a transition of his 

duties," he said. "His position is being eliminated in a realignment of managerial 

responsibilities like those that AP carries out from time to time." 

Goldberg, who took on the role back in 2005, "recently informed New York State members 

of AP about his upcoming departure," Colford said. 

In an email to A.P. members, obtained by Capital, Goldberg wrote: "I have enjoyed 

working with all of you and hope to stay in touch as I pursue what in this case really are 

other opportunities that I was kept from only because I had such a great run at AP. I have 

every confidence that AP East regional director Eva Parziale will make sure AP remains 

responsive to its New York members and carries through the plans we have made 

together." 
  
Goldberg first joined the A.P. in 1986, and has served in numerous roles, including national 

desk editor and polling editor. 
  
Capital has reached out to Goldberg for comment, and will update when we hear back. 
  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Here's to Elaine Light 
  

Dave Tomlin (Email) - referring to the story in Tuesday's Connecting on Elaine Light, one of 

the first women to cover sports: 

  

I'm dedicating my Happy Hour today to Elaine Light. I'm sure all of us would like to think 

we'd have bucked the bigoted peer pressure and fought to give Elaine her rightful seat in 

the Pirate press box. I won't claim I'd have been that courageous guy, but it might have 

been worth it just to hear them call me a "woman lover." 

  

-0- 

  

Dealing with two feet of snow 
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Jerry Harkavy (Email) puts his back into shoveling at his home in Cape Elizabeth, Maine, 

where nearly two feet of snow fell Monday night and Tuesday. He reports, "20 inches 

seems like a conservative estimate. Between the blowing and drifting, it's hard to get a 

precise count. And an hour or so after you shovel out a clear spot, the blown snow has 

covered it up. That's why so many fellow Mainers decamp to Florida or other points south 

for the winter." 

  

-0- 

  

Much better than any weather report!! 

  



7

 
  

 

 Valerie Komor (Email) shares the photo above of Waverly Place at Washington Square in 

New York City,  and this poem to go with it: 

  

Snow-flakes 

  

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 1807-1882 

  

Out of the bosom of the Air,  

      Out of the cloud-folds of her garments shaken,  

Over the woodlands brown and bare,  

      Over the harvest-fields forsaken,  

            Silent, and soft, and slow  

            Descends the snow.  

  

Even as our cloudy fancies take  

      Suddenly shape in some divine expression,  

Even as the troubled heart doth make  

      In the white countenance confession,  

            The troubled sky reveals  

            The grief it feels.  
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This is the poem of the air,  

      Slowly in silent syllables recorded;  

This is the secret of despair,  

      Long in its cloudy bosom hoarded,  

            Now whispered and revealed  

            To wood and field.  

  

-0- 

 

  

Storming in the Northeast, balmy in Kansas 
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Connecting colleague John Montgomery (Email) shared. 

  
-0-  

  

On that Dave Martin fried turkey 

  

Cliff Schiappa (Email) - When I was leading the second wave of staff photographers into 

New Orleans to relieve the initial corps that was covering Hurricane Katrina, it was 
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mandatory to make a trip to Wal-Mart in Houston to purchase critical supplies. 

  

The oddest item on the list was three gallons of peanut oil, but it was all put to good use 

as Dave Martin stoked up the deep fryer on the concrete bed for the trolley tracks that 

run the length of Canal Street. In the heart of the 1,000-foot-long journalists encampment 

that was crammed with motor homes, trailers and tents, turkey was fried and growling 

stomachs were silenced not only for the writers and photographers, but for some of the 

National Guard officials who were reliable sources to us.  

  

If only I had a photo of that!  

  

-0- 

  

Vicki's Prince 

  

George Zucker (Email) shares: 

  

            Walter Annenberg, the former publisher of The Philadelphia Inquirer, the Daily 

Racing Form, TV Guide, and onetime ambassador to the Court of St. James, liked to keep 

up with the news. For decades, even after he sold The Inquirer to Knight-Ridder, the late 

philanthropist had an AP printer in his Main Line mansion to monitor world events.  

  

            In 1984, the ambassador sent me a personal note that was a highlight of my 20 

years as the Philly bureau chief. "Last Sunday," he  wrote, "I saw an item on my AP printer 

about your winning a bet with 17-1 odds on 'Vicki's Prince' and you were induced to bet 

on him because the horse winked at you. My old friend, Damon Runyon, would have loved 

this item." 

  

            I showed the note around the newsroom, proud that an icon of American 

journalism would link something I wrote in a Sunday column to Damon Runyon, the famed 

New York sportswriter, humorist, and Guys and Dolls author. "So who's Damon Runyon?" 

a young reporter asked after reading the note. 

  

             Now that I have an audience old enough to know Damon Runyon, let me tell the 

remarkable race-track story behind Walter Annenberg's prized note. 

  

            Vicki Bennett was a friend of ours during my three years with the Los Angeles 

bureau. Judi and I and our three children lived in Redondo Beach, 30 miles from 

downtown LA. Vicki found our quiet beach town a tad tame for someone whose past life 

as a Hawaiian princess was tempered by exploding volcanoes. Vicki was ecstatic the day in 

1969 when I was named bureau chief in Honolulu. She fairly heard the ancient call of the 

conch shells and was certain the Zuckers' move to the islands was blessed by her alii  

ancestors.  

  

            We lost touch in the fog of time, but 10 years later I was the Philly news chief and 

Vicki came to mind with my own visit to her royal Hawaiian past. I had taken an afternoon 

off for a day at the races and went to the paddock to see them saddle a $3,500 claimer 
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named "Vicki's Prince." As the trainer was walking the horse, it stopped dead in front of 

me. The trainer tugged at the reins, but  "Vicki's Prince" refused to budge.        

  

Instead, the horse looked at me and blinked. Did I hear the calling wail of the 

ancient kahunas? 

  

            "I swear that horse just winked at me," I told a man standing next to me. The odds 

on "Vicki's Prince" were 17-1. The Daily Racing Form told why - 26 lifetime races and only 

one win. I could not resist a hunch bet. 

  

            Something magical occurred at the half-mile pole. "Vicki's Prince" shot along the rail 

from six horses back and closed so fast I didn't have time to shout encouragement. "Vicki's 

Prince" won by a nose, beating the 8-5 favorite in a photo finish. My $10 bet returned 

$184. But I had a Hawaiian princess going for me. You don't find that in The Daily Racing 

Form. 

  

            Walter Annenberg was impressed. 

  

-0- 

  

Bequeathing 'Gate' to scandals 

  

Bob Haring (Email) - referring to the NFL's DeflateGate - Hooray for piece on gate. I noted 

in another forum that Richard Nixon's most enduring legacy was to bequeath gate to 

every future real or imagined scandal. 

  

-0- 

  

Connecting sky shot - Bluff Cove 

  

 
  



12

Rachel Ambrose (Email) - I was catching the sunset at Bluff Cove in Palos Verdes Estates, 

Ca., on Jan. 21, 2015. I try to walk every day and I always have my camera with me,  with 

my pictures going on Facebook. Bluff Cove is so-named because it's below a high bluff and 

can't be seen from a car. I took some pictures of the surfers and paddleboarders and then 

honed in on an incoming seagull. I was halfway down the bluff path at the time. I use a 

Canon Rebel T-5i with a Tamron 18-270 lens.  

  
  

Profile of new Connecting members 

  

Jim Carlson 

  
Jim Carlson (Email) - My wife found my old 

Army uniform in the attic, resulting in this 

photo for Vets day (I'm a Vietnam vet).  
  
I worked for AP for 38 years, all out of the 

Milwaukee bureau, working the various shifts 

while also reporting and doing feature stories. 

At the end I was the night editor most of the 

time and also did some feature stories and 

reporting. In retirement, I've been walking our 

poodle, Gigi, playing guitar, writing songs, and 

joining my wife, Ellen, in needling our 

politicians and even newspaper reporters as much as possible. I also am the block captain 

for our neighborhood association. We are at end edge of the University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee and are working hard to keep the campus from swallowing us up and wrecking 

the residential neighborhood. And it's working. 
  
Also ... I've got a song, "The Great Journalism Depression," that I plan to update with a 

new verse. I'll ship you a copy when it's done. Oh, and I'm recovering from a broken foot 

suffered in a fall from a ladder Oct. 4 (note the crutches in the photo). I'm back walking 

and taking physical therapy, but the foot is still in the 

healing mode. 
  
   
  

Bob Locke 

  
Bob Locke (Email) - I joined AP in 1971 as a part-

timer (I was still at the University of New Mexico), 

and worked Friday night football when that was a 

huge deal in NM, and on weekends. We had a bank 

of a dozen or so very noisy teletypes in our office and 

i can still remember 40 years later the day when a 

power failure knocked them all out for a few 

minutes. The sudden silence was incredible and very 
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eerie. We used Olympia manual typewriters and blue pencils back then and worked with 

'five-copy books' - four carbon copies. To this day, I beat the hell outa computer 

keyboards.  

  

Six years in Albuquerque with some outstanding reporters taught me how to be a 

journalist: fast, concise, accurate and objective. I have only the fondest memories of the 

New Mexico bureau. I went on to work a year in the Portland, Oregon, bureau, then spent 

five years as AP's West Coast Science writer in LA. Those were exciting years of unmanned 

space missions to Mars, Jupiter and Saturn and of the Space Shuttle, as well as mind-

boggling advances in genetics and other fields.  

  

But the near-constant travel with two young sons finally wore me out and I moved on to 

become Science Editor of the San Diego Tribune, then City Editor of the El Paso Times. I 

also edited a start-up magazine called Discovering Archaeology and a few other things 

before winding up my career as publications director at an environmental nonprofit: Bat 

Conservation International. I retired in July. 

  

Now and then, when some huge news event breaks, I still find myself becoming nostalgic 

for those AP days. There was nothing like the wire service for churning the adrenalin on 

breaking news. I went to more than one earthquake or other happening in a chartered 

helicopter with the bag of toiletries and clothes I kept in the trunk of my car. A day at the 

office could stretch now and then into three or four days on the road. 

  

 

  

The Fix's 2015 list of best state political reporters    
  

Among them are 22 statehouse reporters from The Associated Press. 

  

Connecting colleague Kendal Weaver notes that "for Alabama AP, this is a nice sendoff for 

Phillip Rawls, who finishes 35 years with AP this week and has regularly kept AP atop 

statehouse honors lists, and a nice welcome to Kim Chandler, who is in her first year with 

AP." 

  

The story by Chris Cillizza, who writes "The Fix," a politics blog for the Washington Post. He 

also covers the White House: 

  

  

The most under-appreciated reporters in the political world are the scribes covering state 

and local politics. They rarely get the attention of their colleagues at the national level but 

are often covering the very politicians and national trends that come to impact the broad 

political landscape. 

  

Every two years (or so), I like to honor these reporters with a look at the best of the best 

from each of the 50 states plus the District of Columbia.  The list below was built almost 

entirely on recommendations from the Fix community -- here on the blog, on Twitter at 

#fixreporters and on Facebook.  A few of my personal favorites are included as well. 
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Special shout-outs to longtime stalwarts of our best state political reporters list including 

Jim Galloway in Georgia, Jon Ralston in Nevada, Adam Smith in Florida and Lynn Bartels in 

Colorado -- to name a few. And special recognition to two younger reporters -- Jason 

Noble of the Des Moines Register and Daniel Malloy of the Atlanta Journal Constitution -- 

who were recommended by lots of people not only in their states but outside of them as 

well. 

  

Click here to read more. 

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

 

  

   

  

 

 Susan Gallagher  (Email) - I retired from AP in 2009 (Helena, Mont.).  

  
Angela Gennaro  (Email) - photo editor, AP Rome bureau.  
  

John Henry  (Email) - retired as a news editor from Washington in 2009. 

  

Derrill Holly  (Email) - Washington, DC 1994-2007, first at the AP Broadcast News Center, 

as a writer, reporter, radio anchor and network editor, then from 1997 until my 

retirement as a reporter for the AP Metro Desk (WDCM).  I retired in July of 2007 and took 

a job as a communications adviser/writer-editor for an industry association the following 

week.  I work in Arlington, Va, and live in southern Maryland.   Experience prior to AP, 

Viacom-CBS Broadcasting, Sheridan Broadcasting, Post-Gazette Broadcasting and Booth 

Broadcasting, with some newspaper and television work tossed in at various times in 

between.  

  

Ann Joyce  (Email)  

  

Meredith Light  (Email) 
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Rafael Matos  (Email) 
  

Jody Taylor  (Email) - I was at the AP in Raleigh, N.C., from 1983 to 1990, and it remains 

the best job I ever had. 

  

Richard Vogel  (Email) - AP photo editor, Los Angeles. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

Leonard Pitts Jr.: Why serious people discount Fox News 

  

Tucker Carlson said on Fox that more children die of bathtub drownings than of accidental 

shootings. They don't. 

  

Steve Doocy said on Fox that NASA scientists faked data to make the case for global 

warming. They didn't. 

  

Rudy Giuliani said on Fox that President Barack Obama has issued propaganda asking 

everybody to "hate the police." He hasn't. 

  

John Stossel said on Fox that there is "no good data" proving secondhand cigarette smoke 

kills nonsmokers. There is. 

  

So maybe you can see why serious people - a category excluding those who rely upon it 

for news and information - do not take Fox, well ... seriously, why they dub it Pox News 

and Fakes News, to name two of the printable variations.  

  

-0- 

  

'We Were Arrogant': Interview with New York Times Editor Baquet (Shared by Claude 

Erbsen) 

  

Dean Baquet, executive editor of the New York Times, is unusually self-critical.  

  

In an interview, he admits that it pained him to see Edward Snowden give his story to 

others and explains why his paper chose not to run Charlie Hebdo caricatures of 

Muhammad. 

  

-0- 

  

Five journalists killed when gunmen ambush convoy in South Sudan 

  

Nairobi, January 27, 2015--Five journalists were killed on Sunday when unidentified 

gunmen ambushed an official convoy in South Sudan's Western Bahr al Ghazal state, 
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according to local journalists and news reports. The Committee to Protect Journalists 

condemns the attack and calls on authorities to apprehend the perpetrators and hold 

them to account. 

  

The gunmen ambushed a two-car convoy and shot 11 dead, including the journalists, 

according to news reports and outgoing Information Minister Derrick Alfred, who spoke to 

CPJ. Some individuals survived the attack. The convoy, which included James Marodama 

Benjamin, commissioner of Raja county, was returning to Raja after visiting families of 

individuals killed in another attack by unidentified gunmen on January 22 in Sofo town, 

local journalists told CPJ. 

  

The journalists were Musa Mohamed, director of the state-run radio station Raja FM; 

Adam Juma, presenter and reporter for Raja FM; Raja FM reporters Dalia Marko and 

Randa George; and Boutros Martin, cameraman for the Western Bahr el Ghazal branch of 

South Sudan Television, or SSTV, according to Alfred, Deng Alor, representative of the 

Western Bahr el Ghazal journalists' union, and the local privately owned daily The Citizen. 

  

-0- 

  

Reporters Committee Partners With INN As A Media Law Resource For Nonprofit News 

Organizations 

  

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press has partnered with the Investigative 

News Network to provide its more than 100 non-profit news organization members with 

First Amendment, newsgathering, and other media law resources and guidance developed 

by Reporters Committee attorneys. 

  

"Our partnership with INN is a terrific opportunity for our staff attorneys to help non-

profit news organizations obtain answers to their legal questions and, if needed, referrals 

to local counsel," said Reporters Committee Executive Director Bruce D. Brown. "This 

should be especially helpful to many of the newer INN members who may not be as 

familiar with the Reporters Committee and its resources. I hope that our new role as INN's 

go-to partner for media law assistance will encourage its members to turn to us when they 

are confronting challenges in gathering and disseminating the news or are facing other 

legal issues in their businesses." 

  

-0- 

  

How the Houston Chronicle is catching up to a changing city 

  

HOUSTON, TX - The biggest city in Texas isn't just big. Houston is vast, growing, and 

changing-fast.  

  

The city proper is the fourth largest in the country, and the population of the sprawling 

metropolitan area is now greater than Philadelphia's. By at least one account, it's the most 

ethnically diverse city in America, too-the home of Urban Cowboy and Billy Bob's is now a 

place where over 90 languages are spoken and the kimchi taco is a hit. And while 
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downtown was once deserted when the sun went down, it is now alive with hotels, 

restaurants, and night life. 

  

Over on Texas Street, the Houston Chronicle is getting some new life breathed into it, too. 

After nearly a year and a half in Houston, the top editor, Nancy Barnes, is generally getting 

good marks for the direction of the Hearst-owned daily. Since coming to the Chronicle 

from the Minneapolis Star-Tribune in 2013, Barnes has focused on the blocking and 

tackling of a brawny, big-city paper. That has meant staffing up in core beats, like 

government coverage. It has meant stripping away many columns and lifestyle beats. And 

it has meant populating the outer suburbs of the Houston metro area with reporters. The 

work is far from complete, though, and Barnes herself wonders if she can change the 

paper as fast as the city around it changes. 

  

-0- 

  

The news website that's keeping press freedom alive in Egypt 

  

On the afternoon of 17 June 2013, a group of 

friends gathered in a fourth-floor apartment in 

downtown Cairo. They sat on the floor because 

there were no chairs; there were also no desks, 

no shelves, and no ashtrays. A sign on the door, 

written in black marker, read "Office of the 

Artists Formerly Known as Egypt Independent". 

What they had was a name - Mada, which 

means "span" or "range" in Arabic, had been 

chosen after much debate and many emails between 24 people - and a plan to set up an 

independent news outlet. Most of them had not seen each other since their former 

employer, a newspaper called Egypt Independent, closed two months before. 

  

The Final Word 
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Today in History 
 

By The Associated Press 

 

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 28, the 28th day of 2015. There are 337 days left in the year. 

 

 Today's Highlights in History: 

 

 On Jan. 28, 1915, the United States Coast Guard was created as President Woodrow 

Wilson signed a bill merging the Life-Saving Service and Revenue Cutter Service. The 

American merchant vessel SS William P. Frye, en route to England with a cargo of wheat, 

became the first U.S. ship to be sunk during World War I by a German cruiser, the SS Prinz 

Eitel Friedrich, even though the United States was not at war. 

 

 On this date: 

 

 In 1547, England's King Henry VIII died; he was succeeded by his 9-year-old son, Edward 

VI. 

 

 In 1813, the novel "Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen was first published anonymously 
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in London. 

 

 In 1909, the United States withdrew its forces from Cuba as Jose Miguel Gomez became 

president. 

 

 In 1939, Irish poet-dramatist William Butler Yeats died in Menton, France. 

 

 In 1945, during World War II, Allied supplies began reaching China over the newly 

reopened Burma Road. 

 

 In 1956, Elvis Presley made his first national TV appearance on "Stage Show," a CBS 

program hosted by Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey. 

 

 In 1962, the last of Washington, D.C.'s original streetcars made its final run. 

 

 In 1973, a cease-fire officially went into effect in the Vietnam War. 

 

 In 1977, actor-comedian Freddie Prinze, 22, co-star of the NBC-TV show "Chico and the 

Man," shot and mortally wounded himself at the Beverly Comstock Hotel (he died the 

following day). 

 

 In 1980, six U.S. diplomats who had avoided being taken hostage at their embassy in 

Tehran flew out of Iran with the help of Canadian diplomats. 

 

 In 1985, the charity supergroup USA for Africa recorded the Michael Jackson-Lionel Richie 

song "We Are the World" at A&M Studios in Los Angeles. 

 

 In 1986, the space shuttle Challenger exploded 73 seconds after liftoff from Cape 

Canaveral, killing all seven crew members, including schoolteacher Christa McAuliffe. 

 

 Ten years ago: Iraqis overseas began three days of voting in 14 nations. Senate Democrats 

criticized President George W. Bush's plan to add personal accounts to Social Security and 

accused his administration of improperly using the Social Security Administration to 

promote the idea. Consumer products giant Procter & Gamble Co. and Gillette Co. 

announced a $57 billion merger. 

 

 Five years ago: Major world powers opened talks in London seeking an end to the conflict 

in Afghanistan. President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden announced $8 

billion in federal grants for high-speed rail projects nationwide during a visit to Tampa, 

Florida. Embattled Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke won Senate confirmation for a 

second term. 

 

 One year ago: Seeking to energize his second term, President Barack Obama vowed in his 

State of the Union address to sidestep Congress "whenever and wherever" necessary to 

narrow economic disparities between rich and poor. Ukraine's prime minister, Mykola 

Azarov, resigned and the Ukrainian parliament repealed anti-protest laws in back-to-back 
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moves designed to defuse the country's political crisis. 

 

 Today's Birthdays: Actor Nicholas Pryor is 80. Actor Alan Alda is 79. Actress Susan Howard 

is 73. Actress Marthe (cq) Keller is 70. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., is 68. Actress-singer 

Barbi Benton is 65. Evangelical pastor Rick Warren is 61. Former French President Nicolas 

Sarkozy (sahr-koh-ZEE') is 60. Actress Harley Jane Kozak is 58. Movie director Frank 

Darabont is 56. Rock musician Dave Sharp is 56. Rock singer Sam Phillips is 53. Rock 

musician Dan Spitz is 52. Country musician Greg Cook (Ricochet) is 50. Gospel singer 

Marvin Sapp is 48. Singer Sarah McLachlan is 47. Rapper Rakim is 47. DJ Muggs (Cypress 

Hill) is 47. Actress Kathryn Morris is 46. Rock/soul musician Jeremy Ruzumna (Fitz and the 

Tantrums) is 45. Rhythm-and-blues singer Anthony Hamilton is 44. Rock musician Brandon 

Bush is 42. Retired MLB All-Star Jermaine Dye is 41. Singer Joey Fatone Jr. ('N Sync) is 38. 

Rapper Rick Ross is 38. Actress Rosamund Pike is 36. Singer Nick Carter (Backstreet Boys) is 

35. Actor Elijah Wood is 34. Rapper J. Cole is 30. Actress Alexandra Krosney is 27. Actress 

Ariel Winter (TV: "Modern Family") is 17. 

 

 Thought for Today: "A self-taught man usually has a poor teacher and a worse student." 

- Henny Youngman, British-born American comedian (1906-1998). 
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