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Colleagues, 

  

Good Friday morning! 

  

Super Bowl XILX (for the Roman-numeral challenged, that's 49) will be held Sunday night 

and I doubt there will be no security tighter at the University of Phoenix Stadium than that 

for the footballs used by the Patriots and the Seahawks. 

  

Connecting leads with a story by Brian Horton (Email), with fine assistance from Jim 

Gerberich (Email), recounting memories of the first Super Bowl covered by the AP with 

film-less cameras. That happened 19 years ago - that's XIX for the Roman-numeral 



3

advocates! 

  

And accompanying the story is an interesting blog post by Emily Leshner (Email) on the 

AP's coverage of every Super Bowl since the first one in 1967. Her blog offers a look at 

photographers and technicians at work covering football's biggest contest through the 

years. 

  

I will be taking time off from Connecting for a vacation to Florida starting today, and my 

colleague Mark Mittelstadt will take over the reins of Connecting starting with Saturday 

morning's edition and continuing through next week. So please send your submissions for 

the newsletter to Mark at markmitt71@yahoo.com  If you forget and send to me, I will 

forward them along to Mark. 

  

Paul 

  

Super Bowl XXX - a turning point for news 

photography 

  
By BRIAN HORTON 

  

We'd had been using the NC2000 digital cameras for a couple of years when Super Bowl 

XXX in Tempe rolled around in 1996, and had done many events with a mix of film and 

digital. 

  

Leading up to the game we had been feeling pretty confident.  After all, Oklahoma-based 

photographer David Longstreath had raced to the Oklahoma City bombing and shot it 

digitally,  Eric Draper was dispatched to Japan and covered the Kobe earthquake,  Stephan 

Savoia was in the mosh pit for the Woodstock reunion and Richard Drew covered Pope 

John Paul II and President Bill Clinton's visit to New York.   There were many more stories 

that we covered digitally and to be sure we had experiences where things didn't work 

quite as we had expected. 
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The early digital cameras were challenging at times - a natural lag in shooting, not much of 

a frame rate (number of photos you could shoot sequentially) and they had some tricky 

exposure issues - but they had the advantage of quicker access to important photos 

because there was no need for a portable darkroom and all that went with it. 

   

Even so it wasn't without trepidation that we approached that Super Bowl in Tempe back 

in 1996 with a game plan that included, for the first time, not having any film in the mix.   

  

Our normal coverage included 18-20 photographers each with at least two cameras if not 

three.  That meant we needed 60 digital cameras on hand for the game not to mention 

the computer hardware to process the images. 

  

The Super Bowl has been a coming-out event for new procedures and technologies as long 

as I've been around it but this was more than an incremental change or the introduction 

to some aspect of our operation of some new technology.  This was a 180-degree shift 

from the way we covered the game from pushing the shutter button to sending the photo 

to the network. 
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Over the years, we made changes that were important - 

switched to all-color neg and, along with that, using 

commercial film processors instead of traditional dip-and-

dunk tanks and reels in the mid 80s and completely switching 

to the Leafax scanner in the late 80s (no prints!). After the 

digital camera became our workhouse, we were the first to 

set up a wired network to ingest disks from along the 

sidelines, then later using a wireless network in the stadium 

to collect images on the fly. This was before you could buy 

that kind of gear at the corner store. 

  

When it all worked, it was a great showcase but there were 

times when it was not without pain. 

  

The Super Bowl game planning fell on my plate, and Director of Photography Vin Alabiso 

told me several weeks before the game that he wanted to make this an all-digital event. I'll 

admit that I balked at that idea because I didn't want to try something that new and 

unproven, on that scale, at one of the biggest events of the year. 

  

It was clear, though, that we would do it.  In early January we went to Tempe with the 

latest cameras and covered the Fiesta Bowl without film.  It was small but important 

rehearsal.  

  

In a short period of time there was much to do.  At that point, large segments of the AP 

staff hadn't even seen a digital camera, let alone shoot with one, so we had the entire 

Super Bowl staff come to Phoenix two days early for an intensive training program.    

  

It wasn't just the photographers who had to learn how operate the cameras, including 

changing the delicate disks in the hustle and bustle of the sidelines, keeping batteries 

charged on the notoriously power-hungry cameras and how to grapple with exposure 

issues, too. 

  

We also had to teach a team of photo editors a brand new workflow and come up with 

solutions to handle getting disks emptied, files matched with caption bags, pictures 

selected, then cropped and toned and transmitted. 

  

Like most of the photographers, few of the photo editors had handled digital coverage on 

this scale and it was a daunting task. While the photographers had classes on shooting 

with the cameras, the photo editors were sitting at Macs learning their part of the puzzle 

and coming up with creative solutions to a variety of problems we had never faced.    

  

In addition to the learning curve in the Photo Department, the communications folks had a 

whole range of technical issues to overcome.  The workroom was incredible.  Absent was 

the familiar aroma of film chemistry and the large lightboxes  that were used to edit 

hundreds of rolls of film.  Instead it was lined with more computers and large monitors in 

one trailer than we had ever had assembled in one place before. It was nicknamed the 
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Million Dollar Trailer.   

  

In meetings a few weeks before the game there was some nervous discussion - what's the 

back-up plan?  What if this, what if that?   So a second trailer was ordered and filled with 

commercial film processors, lightboxes, scanners and hundreds of rolls of film - just in 

case.     

  

As game time approached, one of the photographers who was assigned to shoot the 

military jet flyover at the start of the game mentioned that he was going to shoot a backup 

film camera because he didn't think the digital camera could catch the picture we wanted. 

I suggested that doing that might shorten his career and, with some grumbling, he shot it 

only on digital. As it turned out, he nailed it. Of course, after the game, he was quick to 

point out that image and was quite proud that he had made history by shooting it on a 

digital camera! 

  

Memory has faded with the years over any issues we had that night but, with the dawn 

and the arrival of play reports from across the country, we saw that we had done well. We 

delivered a solid report that had the important pictures. Not important digital pictures, 

but the important pictures of one of the biggest sporting events of the year.   And we 

didn't shoot a single roll of film.  

  

Many of the photographers who had been reluctant to shoot the digital cameras were 

sold on them at that point and it took some doing to get the loaners all picked up! From 

that point, everyone wanted one of the cameras. 

  

It was a turning point in photography for the news business and a turning point for the 

staff. 

  

  

Super Bowl through the 

years:  

Off the field with AP 

photographers 

  

By Emily Leshner 

The Associated Press 

  

The Associated Press has covered every Super 

Bowl since the first in 1967. Here's a look at AP 

photographers and technicians at work covering 

football's biggest contest through the years. 

  

As recently as the early 1990s, photographers 

were still "souping" film in makeshift darkrooms 

at the stadium. Transmitting a single color photo 
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over phone lines from the big game took about a half-hour per photo. But the introduction 

of digital cameras and transmitters in the mid-1990s changed that, saving time and 

eventually improving technical quality. 

  

Sometimes the Super Bowl presents AP staff, who are brought together from around the 

U.S. to cover the game, the opportunity for a reunion. Certain traditions, like the deep 

frying of a turkey by the late photographer Dave Martin, 

provide staff a moment of respite and a chance to reconvene. 
  

During 2013's Super Bowl XLVII in New Orleans, the Baltimore Ravens were leading the 

San Francisco 49ers 28-6 when most of the lights in the 73,000-seat Superdome went out 

in the third quarter. While fans and players waited for the stadium to regain power, AP 

reporters and editors relied on AP generators and jet packs with Wi-Fi hotspots to 

continue covering the night's events. 

  

In recognition of the game's rich history, AP is hosting a photo exhibit of its Super Bowl 

game coverage. "Super Moments, Superstars, Super Game-An Associated Press Exhibit" is 

on display at Gallery Glendale, 9830 W. Westgate Blvd., in Glendale, Arizona, until Feb. 1. 

  

(Click here to read the blog and view some great pictures.) 

  

In photo above, Technology specialist Jorge Nunez, far left, watches as Global Photo 

Operations Manager Tim Donnelly and Houston-based photographer David Phillip, right, 

install a robotic camera on the catwalk in preparation for the NFL Super Bowl XLIX football 

game, Saturday, Jan. 24, 2015. (AP Photo/Denis Paquin) 

  
   

Connecting Readers Weigh In... 

          ...on the Charlie Hebdo Story 

  

David Briscoe (Email) - As a journalist, I'm leery of arguments that even hint at blaming 

Charlie Hebdo for the murderous, criminal attack against its offices, just as much as I 

condemn arguments that blame Islam in general. Saying the publication should have been 

less provocative may be valid from a pragmatic point of view, but in the end undermines 

freedom of the press in general. Blaming Islam is only valid if you also blame Christianity 

for two millennia of violent crime committed in its name. 

  

The most unexamined aspect of this story, though, is the contrast in the courageous global 

reaction to this atrocity with the fear-based reactions to 9/11. There was no Je Suis Charlie 

movement after 9/11. It's made me realize how much I've undervalued the French as 

global players. The best we did was recognize the heroics of the First Responders. The 

worst was a president who took several days even to go to the sites, invasion of two 

countries, thousands more deaths, unjust imprisonments at Guantanamo, widespread 

paranoia, a gutting of American freedoms with the Patriot Act and a lingering, irrational 

fear of everything Middle Eastern. 

  



8

And it all came with little resistance from and even the complicity of an American media 

that has rarely shown as much courage as Charlie Hebdo. 

  

  

Pete Yost - pillar of Washington bureau - to retire 

  
Washington CoB and Connecting colleague Sally Buzbee posted this to the Washington 

staff: 

  

I wanted to let you know that our colleague Pete Yost has decided to retire at the start of 

February. Pete has been a pillar of this bureau for decades: instrumental in the coverage 

of some of the biggest scandals and law enforcement and investigative stories to come 

down the path over those years. We will miss him deeply. 

  

We plan a reception for him on Friday Feb. 13 at 2 p.m. in the bureau - more details to 

come on that shortly. 

  

Pete came to Washington from the AP bureau in Detroit in 1983. Covering the labor beat, 

he chronicled struggles between unions and the Reagan administration. 

  

He went on to cover law enforcement and the Justice Department, developing deep 

sources in those areas. The beats overlapped when Teamsters President Jackie Presser 

was indicted on labor racketeering charges, and Pete's passion for pursuing bad guys 

blossomed -- drug lords, spies, sketchy lobbyists and corrupt officials, both in and out of 

government. He joined in coverage of the Wedtech defense contracting scandal and the 

Iran-Contra affair, and went to the federal courthouse as Oliver North and other scandal 

figures went on trial. 

  

There, he also followed the saga of Reagan assailant John Hinckley, plus a test of the 

federal law against flag-burning and the crack cocaine trial of DC Mayor Marion Barry. 

  

Later, he was named to the bureau's investigative team then headed by John Solomon, 

where he tracked Clinton administration scandals including Whitewater, the travel office, 

campaign fundraising and - how could we ever forget - Monica Lewinsky. He reported on 

the 9/11 attacks and anthrax at the Capitol, investigated the Enron meltdown, looked into 

the Abu Ghraib abuses and followed the cases of Lance Armstrong, David Petraeus and the 

Unabomber. 

  

Covering the problems at Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae, Pete revealed that they had built 

an impregnable lobbying fortress and spent $2 million to kill legislation that would have 

curbed their risky activities, just before they collapsed. He revealed that a promise by 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld to compensate Abu Ghraib victims had gone 

unfulfilled, five years later. He infiltrated a fundraiser held at the Army-Navy Country Club 

by the late Rep. John Murtha for a story on Murtha's ties to a corrupt lobbyist. 

  

And when he couldn't escape the Spelling Bee assignment, Pete rose to the occasion. In 
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1991, he wrote this lede: "The most nugacious mistake meant disaster on the scrobiculate 

path to success on the final day today of the 64th National Spelling Bee." 

  

Please join me in wishing him and his family all the best ahead. 

  

Sally 

  

  

AP's 'robot journalists' are writing their own stories 

now 

  

By ROSS MILLER 

The Verge 

  

Minutes after Apple released its record-breaking quarterly earnings this week, the 

Associated Press published (by way of CNBC, Yahoo, and others) "Apple tops Street 1Q 

forecasts." It's a story without a byline, or rather, without a human byline - a financial 

story written and published by an automated system well-versed in the AP Style Guide. 

The AP implemented the system six months ago and now publishes 3,000 such stories 

every quarter - and that number is poised to grow. 

  

Quarterly earnings are a necessity for business reporting - and it can be both monotonous 

and stressful, demanding a combination of accuracy and speed. That's one of the reasons 

why last summer the AP partnered with Automated Insights to begin automating quarterly 

earnings reports using their Wordsmith platform. 

  

You wouldn't necessarily know it at first blush. Sure, maybe reading it in the context of this 

story it's apparent, but otherwise it feels like a pretty standard, if a tad dry, AP news item. 

The obvious tell doesn't come until the end of an article: "This story was generated by 

Automated Insights." According to AI's public relations manager James Kotecki, the 

Wordsmith platform generates millions of articles per week; other partners include 

Allstate, Comcast, and Yahoo, whose fantasy football reports are automated. Kotecki 

estimates the company's system can produce 2,000 articles per second if need be. 

  

""I wouldn't expect a good journalist to not be skeptical."" 

  

Philana Patterson, an assistant business editor at the AP tasked with implementing the 

system, tells us there was some skepticism from the staff at first. "I wouldn't expect a 

good journalist to not be skeptical," she said. Patterson tells us that when the program 

first began in July, every automated story had a human touch, with errors logged and sent 

to Automated Insights to make the necessary tweaks. Full automation began in October, 

when stories "went out to the wire without human intervention." Both the AP and 

Automated Insights tell us that no jobs have been lost due to the new service. We're also 

told the automated system is now logging in fewer errors than the human-produced 

equivalents from years past. 
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"Ten times as many reports every quarter - and no jobs cut" 

  

Before this program was implemented, the AP estimates it was doing quarterly earnings 

coverage for about 300 companies. Now it automates 3,000 such reports each quarter. Of 

those, 120 will have an added human touch, either by updating the original story or doing 

a separate follow-up piece. Once such company is Apple; as Patterson notes, that 

automated Apple story freed up reporter Brandon Bailey to focus on this angled, more 

nuanced report contextualizing the company's earnings along with quotes from Apple 

executives. Others include Google, Coca-Cola, and American Airlines. 180 more are 

monitored to see if a follow-up is needed. 

  

Then there are ten companies that aren't automated at all due to the nuance of their 

reports - companies like Citigroup and Wells Fargo. Patterson says all these lists are re-

evaluated and updated every quarter. 

  

Since the partnership began, elements like business descriptions and forward-looking 

guidance has been added to the platform's skill list. The next step is expansion - more than 

1,000 Canadian companies plus a few elsewhere around the world. Patterson also told us 

the AP is starting to look at other uses outside of earnings reports. 

  

Robots should only be referred to by gender-neutral pronouns, no matter how sexy they 

may be. 

  

- Fake AP Stylebook (@FakeAPStylebook) October 27, 2009  

  

So no, computers are not taking journalists' jobs - not yet, at any rate. Instead, they're 

freeing up writers to think more critically about the bigger picture. "One of the things we 

really wanted reporters to be able to do was when earnings came out to not have to focus 

on the initial numbers," said Patterson. "That's the goal, to write smarter pieces and more 

interesting stories." 

  

This story was generated by a Homo sapiens who really wanted to use this Shutterstock 

photo as the lead image: 
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Click here for a link to the story. (Shared by Colleen Barry) 

  

  

Profile of Connecting members 
  

Andrew Selsky (Email)  is the AP's regional 

Africa editor. He previously was the 

Caribbean COB, Colombia COB, southern 

Africa correspondent, Madrid/Portugal 

COB, foreign desk/world desk editor, 

Kansas City newsman, Nicaragua 

correspondent/photographer, Honduras 

correspondent/photographer, and a relief 

staffer in Los Angeles and in Cheyenne, 

Wyo. He has been with AP full time since 

1985. 

  

Among memorable news coverage: the war in Nicaragua and the downing of a clandestine 

U.S. weapons supply flight that exposed the Iran-Contra scandal, Afghanistan soon after 

Kabul became the Taliban capital, the coup against President Hugo Chavez in Venezuela 

and the popular uprising that helped restore him to power, assignments in Haiti including 

the 1994 U.S. military intervention, exposes on the secretive U.S. prison at Guantanamo 

Bay, drug trafficking and insurgency in Colombia and features on Catalonia, Old 

Providence island and many other wonderful places. 

  

Andrew and his wife Zoe (shown in photo above taken in Barcelona) are the parents of 

Sam and Blaine, who are attending universities in Washington state. Andrew enjoys 

tennis, microbrews, hiking and biking. Andrew and Zoe have a place near Bend, Oregon, 

and visit there every year. 
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Welcome to Connecting 

  

 
  

  

Ted Duncombe  (Email) 

  

  

Vijay Joshi  (Email) - assistant Asia-Pacific editor, AP Bangkok 

  

  

Robert Walsh  (Email) 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

Indiana governor cancels controversial news site 

  

Indiana Gov. Mike Pence has told the Indiana press corps that he plans to cancel "Just IN," 

a proposed state-run news source that some feared would be used as an end-around the 

press. 

  

Maureen Hayden, Indiana statehouse bureau chief for Community Newspaper Holdings 

Inc., tweeted that Pence ordered the website shut down. 

  

-0- 

  

Mark Patinkin: I blew it on the Patriots column, and I'm feeling seriously deflated 

  

Part of a columnist's job is to take a stand on events that are unfolding, except there's this 

problem. Sometimes, after you've gone to press, events change and you end up looking 

like an idiot. 

  

I just did that. 
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This past Sunday, I called out the Patriots as a team for intentionally breaking rules by 

messing with those footballs. 

  

At best, that was a rush to judgment. 

  

So today, I'm writing a second column to add something: I blew it. 

  

-0- 

  

The ethics of saying 'sorry' - Should journalists apologize when their stories take off 

without them? 

  

Last month, Slate published a Year in Outrage calendar, which chronicled the stories that 

enraged the general public each day of last year. 

  

Eric Meyer never meant to be Dec. 28. 

  

The Ohio-based Web developer meant only to tell his audience of industry insiders how a 

Facebook algorithm that brought him grief on Christmas Eve illustrated a big problem with 

the way many online tools are designed.  

  

But as any online writer should know, what we intend for our stories to say can have very 

little bearing on how people choose to read them. 

  

There is a small but significant lesson for journalists in how Meyer chose to respond to his 

story's reception. That lesson is tough to articulate, because journalists tend to look to 

only one place for models of ethical behavior--the work of other journalists--when 

everyone who shares information online faces the dilemmas that come when they 

understand that information has power.  

  

This is a lesson about responsibility. 

  

-0- 

  

What Can a Pregnant Photojournalist Cover? Everything (Shared by Sibby Christensen) 
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You have two options when you approach a hostile checkpoint in a war zone, and each is a 

gamble. The first is to stop and identify yourself as a journalist and hope that you are 

respected as a neutral observer. The second is to blow past the checkpoint and hope the 

soldiers guarding it don't open fire on you. 

  

In 2011, three weeks into the Libyan uprising, I was in a car with three of my colleagues 

from The New York Times when we approached a checkpoint near Ajdabiya, a small city 

near Libya's northern coast, more than 500 miles east of Tripoli. By then, as a 

photojournalist documenting conflict zones in the post-9/11 wars, I had been in dozens of 

risky situations. I was kidnapped by Sunni insurgents near Fallujah, in Iraq, ambushed by 

the Taliban in the Korengal Valley in Afghanistan and injured in a car accident that killed 

my driver while covering the Taliban occupation of the Swat Valley in Pakistan. 

  

As we approached the checkpoint, I sensed that something wasn't right. My colleagues - 

Tyler Hicks, Anthony Shadid and Stephen Farrell - and I had been covering the revolt by 

ordinary Libyan men against the brutal regime of Muammar el-Qaddafi, who saw 

journalists as the enemy. We were about to run directly into a military checkpoint 

maintained by his troops. 

  

-0- 

  

Newsonomics: From national, Politico expands into global - and local 

  

Twenty years ago, Jim VandeHei took an unassuming job that would later shape the global 

news empire he's still building. Fresh out of the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh with 

degrees in journalism and political science - numerous job rejections in hand - he joined a 

weekly newsletter called New Fuels Report in Washington. Ethanol and methanol were all 

the rage, and he covered that emerging alternative energy field. While he w0uld go on to 

Roll Call, The Wall Street Journal, and The Washington Post, the experience of that 

targeted newsletter stayed with him. 

  

Today, Politico, which he cofounded in 2007, has taken that newsletter metaphor and 

inflated it into one of the most successful digital news startups in the U.S., now employing 

244 journalists and 431 people in total. At the start of 2015, Politico is at a turning point, 

as cofounders VandeHei (now CEO) and John Harris (now editor-in-chief) focus on 

company growth and increasingly turn over the daily operating reins to others - prompting 

organizational change and some turmoil. 

  

-0- 

  

New Yorker Cover Story: Bruce McCall's "Moving Day" 
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"Last week, the staff of The New Yorker made its final preparations to leave 4 Times 

Square, its headquarters for the past fifteen years, to join the rest of Condé Nast, the 

parent company, down at 1 World Trade Center, the new megatower in lower 

Manhattan," writes Nick Paumgarten in a Comment titled "Here." The artist Bruce McCall 

pictures what it felt like to pack boxes while we were finishing the last issue in our old 

building. 

  

  

AP Best of the States 

  

It started with a local television report about a motorist who reported an unknown device 

under his car, perhaps a bomb. Responding police found a container with 13 pounds of 

heroin. San Diego reporter Elliot Spagat had a hunch there was more to the unknown 

device, so he started calling sources. 

  

Soon, he had detailed accounts of three similar 

incidents of people unwittingly carrying drugs across 

the border into the U.S., but not enough for a bigger 

story. Using the details from his anonymous sources, he 

went back to officials and pushed them to go on the 

record. 

  

Before day's end, he had the exclusive story he was 

looking for: The latest drug smuggling technique from 

south of the border involves hiding drugs in magnetic 

containers that are affixed to the under-carriage of cars 
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driven by "trusted travelers" -- people already vetted by U.S. officials and allowed to cross 

the border with less oversight. They drive across, not knowing they have drugs under their 

cars, and then the smugglers pull the devices off on the U.S. side, when the drivers aren't 

looking. 

  

The story ranked No. 5 on AP Mobile, and newspapers that used it in print editions 

included The Dallas Morning News, The Arizona Republic, San Francisco Chronicle and 

Tampa Tribune. U-T San Diego credited AP in its own story. 

  

Spagat pulled the story together in a day, getting comment from a trusted traveler and 

interviews with U.S. officials. One press officer who called him back after he confirmed the 

story said, "You obviously have very good sources. You're learning about these cases 

before I do." 

  

For his strong source work and ability to get the bigger picture behind a one-off news 

story, Spagat wins this week's $300 Best of the States prize. 

  

(Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

Today in History 
  

By The Associated Press 

  

  

Today is Friday, Jan. 30, the 30th day of 2015. There are 335 days left in the year. 

Today's Highlights in History: 

On Jan. 30, 1945, during World War II, more than 500 Allied captives held at the Japanese 

prison camp in Cabanatuan (kah-bah-nah-TOO'-ahn) in the Philippines were liberated by 

U.S. Army Rangers, Alamo Scouts and Filipino guerrilla fighters. Adolf Hitler marked the 

12th anniversary of his appointment as Germany's chancellor with his last public speech in 

which he called on Germans to keep resisting until victory. 

On this date: 

In 1615, Thomas Rolfe, the only child of John Rolfe and his wife, Rebecca (the former 

Pocahontas), was born in Jamestown in the Virginia Colony. 

In 1649, England's King Charles I was executed for treason. 

In 1815, the U.S. House of Representatives joined the Senate in agreeing to purchase the 

personal book collection of former President Thomas Jefferson to replace volumes lost 

when the British burned the U.S. Capitol and its congressional library during the War of 

1812. 
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In 1882, the 32nd president of the United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was born in 

Hyde Park, New York. 

In 1911, James White, an intellectually disabled black man who'd been convicted of rape 

for having sex with a 14-year-old white girl when he was 16, was publicly hanged in Bell 

County, Kentucky. 

In 1933, Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany. The first episode of the "Lone 

Ranger" radio program was broadcast on station WXYZ in Detroit. 

In 1948, Indian political and spiritual leader Mohandas K. Gandhi, 78, was shot and killed 

in New Delhi by Nathuram Godse (neh-too-RAHM' gahd-SAY'), a Hindu extremist. (Godse 

and a co-conspirator were later executed.) Aviation pioneer Orville Wright, 76, died in 

Dayton, Ohio. 

In 1962, two members of "The Flying Wallendas" high-wire act were killed when their 

seven-person pyramid collapsed during a performance at the State Fair Coliseum in 

Detroit. 

In 1968, the Tet Offensive began during the Vietnam War as Communist forces launched 

surprise attacks against South Vietnamese provincial capitals. 

In 1969, The Beatles staged an impromptu concert atop Apple headquarters in London; it 

was the group's last public performance. 

In 1972, 13 Roman Catholic civil rights marchers were shot to death by British soldiers in 

Northern Ireland on what became known as "Bloody Sunday." 

In 1981, an estimated 2 million New Yorkers turned out for a ticker-tape parade honoring 

the freed American hostages from Iran. 

Ten years ago: Iraqis voted in their country's first free election in a half-century; President 

George W. Bush called the balloting a resounding success. The downing of a C-130 military 

transport plane north of Baghdad killed all 10 British servicemen on board; the militant 

group Ansar al-Islam claimed responsibility. In Northern Ireland, Robert McCartney, 33, 

was fatally stabbed in a fight at a Belfast pub by members of the Irish Republican Army. 

Marat Safin defeated Lleyton Hewitt 1-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 to win the Australian Open. 

Five years ago: China suspended military exchange visits with the United States in protest 

over $6.4 billion in planned U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. (Those exchanges were reinstated 

in Jan. 2011.) Thousands of demonstrators from across Japan marched in central Tokyo to 

protest the U.S. military presence on Okinawa. Serena Williams ended Justine Henin's 

(EH'-nenz) hopes of a Grand Slam title in her return from retirement with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 

victory in the Australian Open final. 
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One year ago: An appeals court in Florence, Italy, reinstated the guilty verdict against U.S. 

student Amanda Knox and her ex-boyfriend for the 2007 murder of her British roommate, 

Meredith Kercher. (Knox was sentenced to 28 1/2 years in prison, raising the specter of a 

long legal battle over her extradition from the U.S. should the conviction be upheld.) 

Federal prosecutors announced they would seek the death penalty against Dzhokhar 

Tsarnaev (joh-HAHR' tsahr-NEYE'-ehv) in the Boston Marathon bombing. Animation 

producer Arthur Rankin Jr. ("Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer") died in Bermuda at age 

89. 

Today's Birthdays: Actress Dorothy Malone is 90. Producer-director Harold Prince is 87. 

Actor Gene Hackman is 85. Actress Tammy Grimes is 81. Actress Vanessa Redgrave is 78. 

Chess grandmaster Boris Spassky is 78. Country singer Jeanne Pruett is 78. Country singer 

Norma Jean is 77. Former Vice President Dick Cheney is 74. Rock singer Marty Balin is 73. 

Rhythm-and-blues musician William King (The Commodores) is 66. Singer Phil Collins is 64. 

Actor Charles S. Dutton is 64. World Golf Hall of Famer Curtis Strange is 60. Actress-

comedian Brett Butler is 57. Singer Jody Watley is 56. Actor-filmmaker Dexter Scott King is 

54. The King of Jordan, Abdullah II, is 53. Actor Norbert Leo Butz is 48. Country singer 

Tammy Cochran is 43. Actor Christian Bale is 41. Rock musician Carl Broemel (My Morning 

Jacket) is 41. Actress-singer Lena Hall is 35. Pop-country singer-songwriter Josh Kelley is 

35. Actor Wilmer Valderrama is 35. Actor Jake Thomas is 25. Actress Danielle Campbell 

(TV: "The Originals") is 20. 

Thought for Today: "Only when we are no longer afraid do we begin to live." - Dorothy 

Thompson, American author, journalist and radio commentator (born 1893, died this 

date in 1961). 
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