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Good Tuesday morning,  

Many Connecting readers -- save for the vacationing 

Connecting editor -- woke up to more snow, ice and cold 

this morning as yet another winter storm moved across 

the upper half of the United States and through the 

Northeast. Just in time, the Associated Press Stylebook 

reminded on the definition of several winter terms, 

including blizzard: "A blizzard has wind speeds of 35 mph 

or more, considerable falling of snow with visibility of less 

than a quarter mile for three or more hours." Whether or not you experienced a blizzard 

in recent days, winter seems to have taken full hold in 

much of the country.  

Except in Florida, where Paul Stevens and his wife, Linda, 

seem to be having a lot of fun in the sun. Paul shared on 

Facebook a photo of his wife, his sister and himself in front 

of emerald green water on Captiva Island following lunch 

and smiling broadly in short sleeve shirts. Jim Gerberich, 

who noted it was 4 above in New Jersey, goaded Paul to 

"send more warm weather photos so that we all have 



2

something to complain about." Paul did, posting a photo of a dolphin jumping out of the 

water in a boat's wake. 

Today's Connecting includes the first batch of responses to the question asked last week 

whether retirees and current employees still have their service gifts. Associated Press staff 

almost universally prize and still use the mementos they were given for their years 

working for the news cooperative. Several Connecting readers also shared information 

and photos about other AP items, such as pins and pens. The next group of contributions 

will appear Wednesday. If you wish to share a description and a photo of an AP gift you 

received along the way, send to markmitt71@yahoo.com. 

Mark Mittelstadt 

News of AP 

Rebecca Santana named Deep South correspondent 

 

Rebecca Santana, a journalist who has excelled at reporting and leading 

The Associated Press' coverage from two of the most challenging places in 

the world, Iraq and Pakistan, has been hired as the news cooperative's 

correspondent for the Deep South. Santana will be based in New Orleans 

and will spend time reporting and writing throughout the Deep  

South states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. 

 

AP reporter gets the scene deep inside a coal mine 

 

One of the perks of being a reporter is that your beat can take you to some places that 

most people will never have the chance to experience. For AP reporter  

Dylan Lovan, one such place was deep inside a coal mine. Listen to him describe the 

obstacles facing a reporter who wants permission to see mining operations up close and 

the strict safety requirements, including the need to carry a 10-minute oxygen canister on 

his hip while down below. Once Lovan emerged from the depths of the earth, he wrote a 

report on five key things to know about underground coal mining. Lovan is a print/video 

reporter who covers religion, the coal industry and the environment in Kentucky.  

 

Rebecca 

Santana 
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Dylan Lovan, left, interviews U.S. Asst. Secretary of Labor 

Joseph Main, center, in southern Indiana's Gibson North 

coal mine. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley) 

 

AP Chairman Mary Junck to receive honorary degree from UNC 

 

Mary Junck, CEO of Lee Enterprises and a 1971 master's graduate from the 

University of North Carolina's School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication, is scheduled to receive an honorary degree during spring 

commencement ceremonies May 10 in Chapel Hill. Junck is chairman of 

the Associated Press Board of Directors. Her selection has been criticized 

on the school's web site with several posters commenting on what they 

feel are large annual bonuses Lee executives receive while the company 

cuts newsroom staff. Asked media blogger Jim Romenesko: ""How do you 

get an honorary degree from UNC journalism school? You gut newsrooms 

while pocketing huge raises and bonuses, and go years without giving your employees 

raises."  

Al Webb, ex-UPI reporter who thrived on AP competition, dies in England 

 

Al Webb, a jack-of-all-trades American reporter awarded the rare military Bronze Star for 

battlefield heroism as a Vietnam War correspondent, died Jan. 25 in Banbury, England. He 

was 79. The cause of death was listed as complications of pneumonia and diabetes, said 

his widow Elizabeth. In a half-century of distinguished reporting, Webb's bylined stories 

spanned the globe from the civil rights battlefields of the American South to the rice 

paddies of Southeast Asia to Cape Canaveral and the Houston Space Center for man's first 

tentative steps to the moon and beyond. He spent most of his career with United Press  

In appreciation of your service to AP 

Connecting recently asked readers what they recalled receiving from AP in honor of their 

service. Here are some of their responses. More will be included in Wednesday's issue. 

 

 

Mary Junck 



4

Gregory Nokes (E-mail)  - Look closely next to the typewriter at a pewter 

bud vase with the AP logo, my 25-year memento when I left AP in WX in 

1986. No big dinner came with it, but an appropriate memento for the City 

of Roses (i.e. Portland). 

Dan Day (E-mail) - The Waterford table lamp that I received for my 20th 

anniversary in 2001 sits between my telephone and Mac screen on my desk 

at Princeton University. For the seven years we lived in Modesto, California, 

it was atop my dresser at home. Since it originally shone in my office in the 

Newspaper Membership Department at 50 Rock, it has transitioned from incandescent to 

fluorescent to an LED bulb. Progress! 

 

Michael Weinfeld (E-mail) - This is the "silver" platter the AP gave me 

for my retirement just last August. It started discoloring soon after I got 

it and it's pretty much all brown now. Zoom in and you can see the 

botched inscription. A colleague tells me he got the same platter with 

the same mistake in the inscription when he retired.  

Larry Margasak (E-mail) - The best AP gift was a bicycle that weighed a 

ton. I had a question while putting it together, called the manufacturer and was told they 

didn't make that model anymore. Later, the gifts in the catalog became so cheap for those 

with 30+ years of service that I didn't bother ordering anything. That led to one e-mail 

after another reminding me that I hadn't picked out a gift. I finally caved in and chose a 

small suitcase that has never traveled past my closet. Other AP items including convention 

passes, impeachment and inauguration tickets, political buttons etc. had some historical 

value. I donated them to the Smithsonian American History Museum, where I'm a 

volunteer. 

Robert Glass (E-mail) - I also have a red Swiss army knife like Chris 

Connell's, but I can't remember when I got it. One of my favorite 

service mementos is this crystal paperweight, which lives on the desk 

in my study. Note the inscription "Since 1848." That may make it a 

collector's item since the AP now dates its founding to 1846. I believe I 

got it on my 30th anniversary. I retired last November after more than 40 years with the 

AP, in Philadelphia, the New York General Desk, London, San Juan as the Caribbean news 

editor, and finally, Washington, where I was the night supervisor for two 

decades.  

Charlie Monzella (E-mail) - Although not all of these are AP service 

mementos, they are among my collection of AP-related items: A tie-clasp 

marking my 25th anniversary, a wristwatch for my 40th, an AP tie and a cap 

honoring the AP on its 150th anniversary.  

 

 

Jim Carlson (E-mail) - I chose wrist watches for my AP mementos 

three times. The first was a beautiful Movado watch with an 

inscription on the back (something that the next two didn't have). 
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But I lost it somehow, so I then chose another Movado when my next AP anniversary 

came around. After several years, the battery died. Then I picked another expensive 

watch, a Tourneau, and the battery on that one lasted a few years before fading out. Now 

I have both watches in my cabinet, in their boxes, because I haven't found anyone to 

change the batteries at a reasonable price. And the watch I use when I need one is the 

Benrus "Sea Lord" that my family gave me when I graduated from the UW-Madison in 

1968. It's a self-winding model -- you just wind it partially and it winds itself as long as 

you're wearing it. So ... anyone want to buy a hardly used Movado or Tourneau? I'll stick 

with the old-timer.  

Paul Stevens (E-mail) - In August 2003, a few days before my 30th anniversary with the 

AP, a handsome 30-Year Service Recognition Certificate arrived in the mail from Human 

Resources in New York - for me, as Kansas City chief of bureau, to present to me. But I 

noticed something amiss as I examined the certificate prior to my self-presentation. The 

presidential signature on the certificate was that of Lou Boccardi ... who had retired two 

months earlier. Tom Curley had succeeded Lou as president and CEO, or so I thought. Did I 

miss the memo, had Lou returned to the top office? A bit of investigation revealed that 

the service anniversary certificates were signed at the beginning of the year. And whether 

mine carried Lou's name or Tom's, I was proud of the recognition. It remains in my AP 

scrapbook to this day. 

John Epperson (E-mail) - This is an AP pin from the 2000 Los Angeles 

Democratic National Convention. I was there shooting digitally for my 

paper, the Denver Post.  

Connecting readers write 

Dowling: Yelapa, Mexico: Exquisite, inexpensive dining way out of the way 

 

John Dowling, former AP director of news training, 

picked up his reporter's notebook and a camera 

again for a travel package on Yelapa, Mexico, 

carried by the Chicago Tribune. "My first byline in 

at least 10 years, and my first ever published 

photography," John wrote on his Facebook page. 

"At least four good meals were involved, plus 

margaritas, cold Pacifico beer and Bloody Marys. I 

could get used to this." John's lead: "The water taxi ground gently onto the beach, and we 

hopped over the side into warm, knee-deep surf. It was an appropriate way to arrive in 

Yelapa, a sunny, secluded oceanfront enclave about 15 miles south of Puerto Vallarta by 

water. It's a tiny, slightly threadbare fishing village with a broad, open crescent of beach, 

drawing day-trippers who sun, swim and drink, and a few tourists who stay longer." 

(Logging on to the Tribune site requires registration. A free account allows access to four 

articles a month.) 

 

Steinberg: Pablo Casals' 1733 Goffriller cello  
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Former AP supervising editor Marty Steinberg recently wrote a 

story for Strings magazine on the "crown jewel" of cellos, the 1733 

Goffriller cello. Steinberg is a former supervising editor and senior 

journalist at AP's New York headquarters. Now chief copy editor 

for CNBC.com, he is also a cellist and founder of the award-winner 

Romanza Music, which recently performed at the Brooklyn 

Academy of Music. 

 

Connecting readers weigh in ... 

       ... on Groundhog Day 

Kelly Kissel (E-mail) - I recall being miffed at Pennsylvania state editor Don Beman after 

being passed over for Groundhog Day duty early in my State College, Pa., days. The job 

typically fell to someone from the Pittsburgh staff, but I argued that it was just as close to 

State College.  

In a story that moved the day before Groundhog Day 1992, I wrote that these things are 

glorified rats generally hated everywhere except central Pennsylvania:  

DOTT, Pa. (AP) _ While others fuss over a groundhog called Phil and Sunday's annual 

winter rite, the harried owners of a vegetable farm say "Bah humbug" to the rodents. 

  

Beman apparently liked the initiative because I won the assignment the next year. It 

turned out to probably be my coldest task ever. It was 6 below and a bit of a hike to the 

nearest house. (Gobbler's Knob is really a bare outcropping southeast of town. Festivities 

are not on the town square, like in the movie.) I gave the nice couple there $50 to let me 

come by and warm up from time to time, then use their phone line when we were done. 

  

And, unlike the movie, it was never Groundhog Day for me again. 

  

There ought to be a list of Groundhog alumni. 

Introducing new Connecting members 

Vijay Joshi (E-mail) - I am a native of India, and began my AP career in New Delhi in March 

1989, when teleprinters were still in vogue and even a Tandy computer (with the power 

that's probably one-tenth of an iphone) was considered the pinnacle of technological 

marvel among journalists. Five years later, I left India for good as the AP provided me 

overseas opportunities in Singapore (three years), Cairo (three years),  Bangkok (four 

years) and Kuala Lumpur, where I was posted for six years as Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei 

bureau chief. That brings us to 2011, when I moved back to Bangkok as the Assistant Asia-

Pacific Editor. 
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As you know, Bangkok hosts two AP operations - the bureau that handles Thailand and the 

Asia Desk, which runs the Asia-Pacific operations. I head the desk, and am Ted Anthony's 

deputy. (The bureau and the desk are two different offices connected by a door that runs 

through Ted's office, much to his chagrin. It's a legacy of his predecessor, who had the wall 

partly torn to make way for the door in order to facilitate cross pollination between the 

bureau and the desk. But I digress. : ) 

  

I am married. My wife is also a journalist and we have one son, who is in the first year of 

his working career at a consulting firm in Washington DC. My date of birth is Feb. 23, 

1962. 

 

I do have a journalism degree but I learned more in the first two months I was with the AP 

in New Delhi under the tutelage of then-COB Earleen Fisher than I did in two years of 

school. You might be familiar with Earleen's name. As you can imagine, I worship her. She 

is responsible for where I am today. In those days, it was unheard of for a non-American 

local hire to grow and become a foreign correspondent. But she made sure I did, and 

along the way I was helped by other luminaries such as Claude Erbsen, Tom Kent, Art 

Max,  Debbie Seward, Denis Gray, Kathleen Carroll and now Ted. 

Welcome to Connecting 

 

 

Markus Kreutz (E-mail)  

Retired, Bangkok 

Elliot Spagat (E-mail)  

Correspondent, San Diego 

Rita Beamish (E-mail)  

Washington 

 

Stories of interest 

 

New York Times Co. profit falls as company makes strides in digital ads 

 

he New York Times Company said on Tuesday that its annual operating profit 

declined in 2014 because of investments in digital journalism and severance costs 

from a round of job reductions. Revenue was flat as growth in digital advertising 

and circulation offset declines in its print business. Last year, the company posted an 



8

operating profit of $92 million, down from $156 million in 2013. During the fourth quarter 

of 2014, operating profit was $62 million, compared with $69 million during the final three 

months of 2013. 

 

 

Michael Bloomberg wants to be king of the business media world 

 

Michael Bloomberg's return in January to running the company he founded, and the long-

awaited launch last week of a flagship website for his sprawling news organization, finally 

answers the question surrounding his postmayoral ambitions: He wants to be the king of 

business media. Rebranded as Bloomberg Business, the new Bloomberg.com puts into one 

digitally deft package the company's round-the-clock Bloomberg News operation; its three 

magazines, including Bloomberg Businessweek; lots of video; various sites devoted to 

opinion, politics, technology, finance and culture; and cable channel Bloomberg TV. 

 

Wall Street Journal introduces new blog for expatriates, 'global nomads' 

 

The Wall Street Journal on Monday formally unveiled a 

blog aimed at expatriates and "global nomads." "Whether 

you're living and working abroad for one assignment or 

your whole career, WSJ Expat was created just for you," 

the Journal said. "It's a new source for tips and information on living overseas -- everything 

from housing and childcare to jobs and personal finance. Best of all, WSJ Expat is written 

by the Journal's own expatriates and experts." Readers are invited to share their expat 

stories at expat@wsj.com, to join the Expat Facebook group, and follow the blog on 

Twitter at @WSJexpat. 

 

The original July 30, 1973 cover is at left and 

its replacement is on the right. (Contributed 

photos) 

 

 

Now it can be told: TIME's cover switch in midst of Watergate scandal (Shared by Bob 

Daugherty) 
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Westport, Conn., artist Miggs Burroughs provided a bit of Time Magazine history he says 

has not been told before -- the last minute switch of a 1973 Watergate cover he did 

depicting Bob Haldeman and John Ehrlichman. "It was to be the fifth cover I did for Time 

Magazine in the early 70s, most of which portrayed aspects of the Watergate scandal," he 

wrote in a Facebook posting. 

 

Rust Communications teams with Southeast Missouri State, broadcast station to create 

student media lab 

 

Rust Communications, which owns the Southeast Missourian, has teamed with Southeast 

Missouri State University and KFVS12 to create a hands-on laboratory for students in the 

university's media programs. The 12,000-square-foot Center for Excellence in Mass Media 

will house the university's student newspaper, The Arrow, and its television and video 

production program.  

Why PR people should NEVER ask the media for a retraction (shared by Jesse Holland on 

Facebook) 

 

You do your best to pull all the important facts together. You lay them out neatly for the 

reporter. You make sure he has your contact information in case he has any more 

questions. And yet, when you see the story- the story you worked so hard to facilitate for 

your client or company- you see a mistake. To you it's a glaring error. Maybe it is, maybe it 

isn't. But it's there, so what do you do now? 

The state of journalism is -- strong 

 

I do not think there's a problem with the institution of journalism. The only journalism 

problems we have in this country (and world) is that there isn't enough of it and that 

careers building those skills are becoming more rare. We don't recognize how vital and 

difficult and time consuming and valuable journalism is, but journalism itself does not 

have a problem. Even if foreign offices have closed, there is excellent research and 

reporting going on all over the world. 

The life of Kenji Goto (shared by Joseph Coleman on Facebook) 

 

A video released by the Islamic State on Saturday appeared to show the beheading of 

Kenji Goto, a Japanese journalist whom militants had captured in Syria and held hostage. 

The death of Goto came one week after ISIS executed Haruna Yukawa, a fellow Japanese 

citizen who had traveled to Syria as a private security contractor. The two murders 

followed ISIS demands for $200 million in ransom from the Japanese government, as well 

as for the release of Sajida Mubarak al-Rishawi, a woman imprisoned in Jordan for her 

role in a 2005 failed suicide bombing. 

 

Finally... 
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Today in History 

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 3, the 34th day of 2015. There are 331 days left in the year. 

Today's Highlight in History: 

On Feb. 3, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln and Confederate Vice President Alexander H. 

Stephens held a shipboard peace conference off the Virginia coast; the talks deadlocked 

over the issue of Southern autonomy. 

On this date: 

In 1783, Spain formally recognized American independence. 

In 1913, the 16th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, providing for a federal income tax, 

was ratified. 

In 1924, the 28th president of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, died in Washington, 

D.C., at age 67. 

In 1930, the chief justice of the United States, William Howard Taft, resigned for health 

reasons. (He died just over a month later.) 

In 1943, during World War II, the U.S. transport ship Dorchester, which was carrying 

troops to Greenland, sank after being hit by a German torpedo; of the more than 900 men 

aboard, only some 230 survived. 

In 1959, rock-and-roll stars Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P. "The Big Bopper" 

Richardson died in a small plane crash near Clear Lake, Iowa. An American Airlines 

Lockheed Electra crashed into New York's East River, killing 65 of the 73 people on board. 

In 1966, the Soviet probe Luna 9 became the first manmade object to make a soft landing 
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on the moon. 

In 1969, "Candid Camera" creator Allen Funt and his family were aboard an Eastern 

Airlines flight that was hijacked to Cuba. (Fellow passengers who recognized Funt thought 

the whole thing was a stunt for his TV show; in an article written for The Associated Press, 

Funt said the whole episode "looked like a bad movie.") 

In 1972, the XI Olympic Winter Games opened in Sapporo, Japan. 

In 1989, Alfredo Stroessner, president of Paraguay for more than three decades, was 

overthrown in a military coup. 

In 1994, the space shuttle Discovery lifted off, carrying Sergei Krikalev, the first Russian 

cosmonaut to fly aboard a U.S. spacecraft. 

In 1998, Texas executed Karla Faye Tucker, 38, for the pickax killings of two people in 

1983; she was the first woman executed in the United States since  

1984. A U.S. Marine plane sliced through the cable of a ski gondola in Italy, sending the car 

plunging hundreds of feet, killing all 20 people inside. 

Ten years ago: Alberto Gonzales won Senate confirmation as attorney general. An interim 

report detailed conflicts of interest and flawed management in the  

U.N. oil-for-food program. An Afghan passenger jet carrying 104 people crashed east of 

Kabul, killing all on board. 

Five years ago: A suicide bomber killed seven people in northwestern Pakistan, including 

three U.S. soldiers. Motivational speaker James Arthur Ray was arrested on manslaughter 

charges after three people died following a northern Arizona sweat lodge ceremony he'd 

led in Oct. 2009. (Ray was convicted of three counts of negligent homicide and spent 

nearly two years in prison.) Actress Frances Reid, 95, died in Los Angeles.  

One year ago: U.S. stocks tumbled, pushing the Dow Jones industrial average down more 

than 320 points after reports of sluggish U.S growth added to investor worries about the 

global economy. Former Vice President Walter Mondale's wife, Joan, died in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, at age 83. 

Today's Birthdays: Comedian Shelley Berman is 90. Former Sen. Paul Sarbanes, D-Md., is 

82. Football Hall-of-Famer Fran Tarkenton is 75. Actress Bridget Hanley is 74. Actress 

Blythe Danner is 72. Singer Dennis Edwards is 72. Football Hall-of-Famer Bob Griese is 70. 

Singer-guitarist Dave Davies (The Kinks) is 68. Singer Melanie is 68. Actress Morgan 

Fairchild is 65. Actress Pamela Franklin is 65. Actor Nathan Lane is 59. Rock musician Lee 

Ranaldo (Sonic Youth) is 59. Actor Thomas Calabro is 56. Actor-director Keith Gordon is 54. 

Actress Michele Greene is 53. Country singer Matraca (muh-TRAY'-suh) Berg is 51. Actress 

Maura Tierney is 50. Actor Warwick Davis is 45. Actress Elisa Donovan is 44. Reggaeton 

singer Daddy Yankee is 39. Musician Grant Barry is 38. Human rights activist Amal 

Alamuddin Clooney is 37. Singer-songwriter Jessica Harp is 33. Actor Matthew Moy is 31. 

Actress Rebel Wilson is 29. Rapper Sean Kingston is 25. 



12

Thought for Today: "Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident, and riches take wings. Only 

one thing endures and that is character." - Horace Greeley, American newspaper editor 

(born this date in 1811, died in 1872).  
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