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Colleagues, 

  

Good Thursday morning! 
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In today's edition, we bid farewell to two former Associated Press colleagues and to a 

champion of diversity in journalism: 

  

Kent Flanagan - 25-year AP veteran and chief of bureau in Nashville who died Wednesday 

at the age of 69. 

  

Quane Kenyon - retired AP newsman who covered Idaho politics for 25 years, who died 

Tuesday at the age of 76. 

  

Dori Maynard - longtime champion of diversity in journalism and civic life who died 

Tuesday at the age of 56. 

  

Remembering happier times, the above photo was taken at Kent Flanagan's staff 

retirement party early in 2005. Kent is seated at center of the photo. Those in the photo: 

 

 Seated, from left: Amber McDowell, Karin Miller, Kent Flanagan, Teresa Walker. 

 

 First row, standing, from left: Mark Humphrey, John Shurr, Ed Staats, Nancy Shipley, Joe 

Edwards, Delila Vassar, Colin Fly, Todd Vessel, Vicki Brown, Michelle Williams, Chuck 

Harvey. 

 

 Back row, standing, from left: Rocky Rawlins, Chad Roedemeier, Add Seymour, Tom 

Sharp, Paul Randle Dickerson, Lucas Johnson, Jim Patterson, Marta Aldrich, Amy Green, 

unknown. 
  

Paul 

  

  

Longtime Tennessee journalist Kent Flanagan 

dies at 69 
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By MICHELLE WILLIAMS 

The Associated Press   

  

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - Kent Flanagan, a longtime journalist and open government 

advocate who spent 21 years as Tennessee's bureau chief for The Associated Press, died 

Wednesday. He was 69. 

  

Flanagan's wife, Janet, said he died at home after a long illness. He had been talking and 

joking with his brother just before he died, she said.  

  

The couple recently marked their 42nd wedding anniversary, she said. The two met while 

Flanagan was stationed in Germany with the Army as a public information officer. After a 

stint in Vietnam, Flanagan completed his four years of military service, and the couple 

married in 1972. They then began moving around the country with Flanagan's fledgling 

journalism career. 

  

Flanagan worked for the Fort Lauderdale News and Sun-Sentinel in Florida, and the San 

Antonio Express-News before he joined the AP in Pennsylvania in 1979 as a newsman. 

However, his love for reporting and writing started much earlier. 

  

"I've been a journalist since the age of 12," Flanagan told the Williamson Herald in 

Franklin., Tennessee, in April 2012. "I got drafted in middle school to write sports for the 

student newspaper, and kept going." 

  

Born in Ballinger, Texas, Flanagan began his career as a reporter for the San Angelo (Texas) 

Standard in 1967 while studying at Angelo State University, where he graduated with 

honors in 1968.  

  

He was an AP administrative correspondent in North Dakota and news editor in South 

Carolina before getting promoted in 1983 to bureau chief in Nashville, where he oversaw 

news and sales until he retired in 2004. 

  

As bureau chief, Flanagan directed news coverage of several major stories in Tennessee, 

including personally covering in 2000 the state's first execution in more than 40 years. He 

was known not only for his sharp editing, keen 

news sense and quick word play with puns, 

but also for spotting and encouraging young 

talent. 

  

On Wednesday, Flanagan's Facebook page 

quickly filled with sentiments from former 

interns, editorial assistants and reporters who 

remembered Flanagan as someone who saw 

their potential, offered them opportunities 

when others didn't, and mentored them. 
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"When I first met Kent, he was gruff and intimidating, but I would soon learn that behind 

that formidable exterior was a man with a huge heart who was an unrelenting champion 

for all those who worked alongside him," said Amber McDowell, a communications 

strategist for Washington, D.C.-based Blue Engine Message & Media, who was hired by 

Flanagan as an editorial assistant in 2001. "He was a teacher and an example for us all. He 

gave us the tools we needed to do our jobs, and then set us free to be our best selves." 

  

Add Seymour Jr., communications writer and social media manager at Morehouse College 

in Atlanta, said he was disillusioned with law school and eager to follow his dream to 

become a journalist when he met Flanagan at a Memphis job fair in 1995. While other 

editors dismissed him for his lack of experience, Seymour said Flanagan encouraged him 

to apply for jobs at the AP, and later hired him. 

  

"He offered me a job as an editorial assistant as a way into the newsroom to learn and 

grow. I stayed with AP for a few years and then knew I wanted to be in a traditional 

newspaper environment," said Seymour, who later won a national Excellence in Urban 

Journalism Award from the Freedom Forum in 1998. "I owe that to Kent, who believed in 

me." 

  

Flanagan was supportive not only of AP employees but others in the industry. Regina 

Burns, who was news director at WGKX -FM in Memphis from 1985 to 1994, was the first 

black woman to win the state's AP  

Broadcaster of the Year award and to serve as the Tennessee AP Broadcasters 

Association's president. 

  

"He encouraged me as a young African-American news director when there was no one 

else around me who looked like me," Burns said. "What I was able to achieve was a direct 

result of his support and encouragement." 

  

AP photographer Mark Humphrey said besides the grin Flanagan couldn't hide when he 

delivered one of his puns, one of the things he will remember most about Flanagan is "the 

satisfaction he would radiate" when he joined the staff to help cover breaking news. 

  

"He would sit down behind a terminal, and start to write and edit. He loved it. He was at 

home then," Humphrey said. 

  

And, often he came to work wearing Hawaiian shirts. He loved to travel, especially taking 

cruises, and to tell stories about his cherished cats, although he would sometimes pretend 

that all the doting was done by his wife. 

  

After AP, Flanagan served four years as journalist in residence at Middle Tennessee State 

University in Murfreesboro, and just over two years as editor of the Shelbyville Times-

Gazette. 

 

 Most recently, Flanagan served from 2012 to 2013 as executive director of the Tennessee 

Coalition for Open Government, a nonprofit alliance of media, citizen and professional 

groups that works to educate the public about open meetings and open records laws. 
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Frank Gibson, public policy director for the Tennessee Press Association, worked with 

Flanagan and others to start TCOG. He said Flanagan was instrumental in helping organize 

the first public records audit in Tennessee in 2004. 

  

"There was no greater champion of the First Amendment and the cause of open 

government than Kent," Gibson said. "He put the resources he commanded at AP squarely 

behind our efforts and made our statewide records audit possible. He was a true friend 

and will be missed." 

  

Flanagan requested that no services be held. A scholarship fund will be established in his 

memory. 

  

(Colleagues - if you would like to drop a note to Kent's wife Janet, her address is:   

 

Janet Flanagan  

613 Riverview Dr. 

Franklin  TN  37064 

  

  

Remembering Kent Flanagan 

   

Dave Tomlin (Email) - I got to know Kent well at the San Antonio Express-News when I was 

Sunday editor and Kent was the slot man on Saturday nights. I was nominally in charge, 

but it was really Kent who got the paper put together. The copy desk was like the bar 

scene from Star Wars. Kent alternately tolerated or ignored the frat-boy horseplay and 

subversive antics and made that crew of mouthy rascals act like editors. 

  

A few years later when I was Pittsburgh correspondent in 1979 and George Zucker needed 

a desker in Philadelphia I urged Kent to apply. When I took over the troubled South 

Carolina bureau a year later and needed a news editor who could raise the game of our 

rattled and inexperienced staff, I turned to Kent. 

  

When he had a minute to relax he had a wry, dry sense of humor and he disgorged some 

of the world's worst puns. But I always thought of him as the most reliable grownup in the 

room, sometimes the only one. 

  

-0- 

  

Peggy Walsh (Email) -  I was so saddened to hear of Kent's death. When I was in Atlanta, a 

hub for the South at the time, he was always a pleasure to work with.  In the last few years 

I've enjoyed keeping up with him on Facebook.  His determination and bravery in the face 

of his cancer was inspirational.  He never missed a chance to let others know of new 

developments that, while they may not have helped him, would help them.  He was, as 

Janet said, a fine man and an outstanding journalist.  

  

-0- 
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Lindel Hutson (Email) - Kent was a good guy and a good bureau chief. He loved the AP and 

he was well respected by his members in Tennessee. I inherited one of his publishers, who 

spent most of our first lunch praising Kent. I'll always have memories of Kent at COB 

meetings in New York taking snapshots as the unofficial photographer. He was a good 

newspaper man and a good AP man. 

 

 -0- 

 

 Adam Yeomans (Email), AP's regional director/South, who succeeded Kent as Nashville 

chief of bureau:  Kent was a consummate journalist and gentleman, a loyal friend and 

colleague to the many AP staffers he hired and trained in the Nashville bureau, and  an 

ardent defender of the First Amendment and open government. The first statewide open 

records audit he helped spearhead in 2004 with Tennessee newspapers stands as a 

noteworthy achievement in the fight for greater government transparency. 
  

   

  

Longtime AP reporter Quane Kenyon dies 
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BOISE -- Quane Kenyon, a retired Associated Press newsman who covered Idaho politics 

for 25 years, died of a heart attack at a Boise hospital on Tuesday. He was 76. 

  

Kenyon began his AP career as a copy boy in the Salt Lake City bureau. He then worked for 

the Idaho State Journal in Pocatello before rejoining AP in Salt Lake City and Grand Rapids, 

Michigan. He moved to the Boise bureau in the early 1970s. 

  

By the time he retired in 1999, Kenyon estimated he had covered more than 40 

organizational, special and regular legislative sessions. He was well-respected by 

lawmakers, and at his retirement the Legislature passed a concurrent resolution 

commending him for years of unbiased coverage. 

  

Shortly after, Kenyon was appointed by then-Gov. Dirk Kempthorne to the Idaho Board of 

Health and Welfare where he served for 11 years. 

  

Kenyon is survived by his wife of 57 years, Geraldean Kenyon, and his four children: John 

Quane Kenyon, Tracy Kenyon Leavitt, Stephen Kenyon and Craig Kenyon. 

 

If you worked with or knew Quane and would like to share a memory, please send it to 

me. 
  

Dori Maynard, Diversity Champion, Dies at 56 

  

 

  

 

  

Dori J. Maynard, president of the Robert C. Maynard institute for Journalism Education 

and longtime champion of diversity in journalism and civic life, died Tuesday at her West 

Oakland, Calif., home, the Institute announced. She was 56. 

  

Maynard died of lung cancer and kept her illness closely held. "It was a gentle passing 
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surrounded by family and close friends," longtime friend Sally Lehrman said. 

  

Maynard became president of the Institute in 2001. In that role, she kept alive the 

memory and the goals of her father, Robert C. Maynard, a co-founder of the Institute and 

publisher of the Oakland Tribune, and Nancy Hicks Maynard, also an Institute co-founder, 

co-publisher of the Tribune and Dori Maynard's stepmother. (Dori and her father are 

pictured above.) 

  

Mark Trahant, chairman of the Institute, tweeted, "Sad that #DoriMaynard and her father, 

Bob, died at the same age. They both had so much to do and yet contributed so much." 

  

Bob Butler, president of the National Association of Black Journalists, said in a comment 

on this site, "You can hardly put into words how important the work Dori and the Maynard 

Institute did to train young people of color for careers in journalism and how the institute 

trained the media to write fair stories about communities of color." 

  

Click here to read more. 

   

Remembering Dori Maynard 

 

  

Connecting colleague Robert Naylor(Email) recalled his friend and colleague: 

  

I cannot, for the life of me, actually recall when I first met Dori Maynard, although I know 

it was during my time as Albany bureau chief. It was probably around 1999 or 2000. What 

I do know is that it wasn't very long before she felt like a trusted, long-time friend.  

  

Dori and I connected over our shared interests in journalism and newsroom diversity. Over 

the years I came to know her has someone who was on a mission to make the entire world 

- not just journalism - better for all of us. She succeeded.  

  

Dori was a passionate, forceful, and persuasive advocate for newsroom diversity and for 

the development of men and women from all backgrounds as newsroom leaders. I was 

inspired by her inventiveness, her resourcefulness, and her ability to bring life to the ideals 

her father Robert Maynard passed on to her. Dori knew the newsroom diversity for which 

she so powerfully advocated would make journalism stronger and more effective, with a 

broader reach and deeper impact. She knew it would make all journalists more aware of 

the world around them and, as a result, better story tellers. She knew it was the future of 

journalism, and she fought a courageous, steadfast battle until her very last day on earth.  

  

Perhaps the one thing most meaningful to me personally is that Dori was my friend. I 

respected her immensely, I loved her dearly, and I will miss her terribly. 

 

 -0- 

   

Connecting colleague Steve Buttry (Email) shared these memories: 
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I was on a diversity panel with Dori Maynard a couple years ago, and opened by saying it 

was like being on a watchdog journalism panel with I.F. Stone. I said if Dori and I happened 

to disagree during the discussion, people should follow what Dori said because she would 

be right. 

  

We lost Dori to lung cancer yesterday, and I am heartbroken. 

  

Dori was the conscience of journalism. She was a wonderful combination of fierce, gentle, 

patient and persistent, and an absolutely outstanding teacher. She constantly reminded 

and taught us that diversity is more than a social issue, it is a journalism value, a matter of 

accuracy. We need to reflect the diversity of our communities in our coverage to cover the 

community accurately, Dori would say. And reflecting the diversity of our communities in 

our staffs would help us achieve the goal of accurate, diverse coverage of the community. 

  

Whatever your excuse for failing to achieve diversity goals - and journalists and 

newsrooms always have excuses about diversity, because we nearly always fall short - Dori 

had an answer. Not a combative answer that called bullshit (though you knew she was 

calling bullshit), but an answer that explained why and how you needed to do more. An 

answer that made you want to do more. And an offer to help you do more. 

  

Click here to read more. 

  

   

Helping students learn, achieve citizenship 
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Andy Lippman (Email) (left) for the past five years has volunteered once a week or more 

at the PUENTE Learning Center in Boyle Heights, California, which hosts more than 2,500 

students from pre-schoolers to grandparents. Andy helps an ESL teacher with 

conversation and history lessons. He has also helped students achieve their citizenship 

after going through his class. 

 

 Instructor Michele Wolfe said the advanced-level, adult, English students in her ESL class 

at PUENTE Learning Center "enjoy having Andy as a volunteer in our classroom. He gives 

students one-on-one attention and is knowledgeable about so many things they are 

interested in: art, history, and politics. He gives them an opportunity to ask questions and 

speak from their own perspectives about life in their own countries and in the U.S. 

Students look forward to his visits each week." 
  

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Recollection of Ruth Sinai 

  
Mike Feinsilber (Email) - referring to Tuesday's takeout on Today in History:  That staffer 

named Ruth you (Eugene Kim, Today editor) mention was Ruth Sinai, a valuable member 

of the Washington bureau during the 1990s. At the outbreak of one of the Israel-Arab 

wars - I forget which one - information was scarce so, sitting in the Washington bureau, 

she called on of her sources in Israel and got some news which apparently was not 

available to either the Washington or Tel Aviv bureaus. 

  

-0- 
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Kudos to Eugene Kim and 31 years as Today in History editor 
                        

Andy Lippman (Email) - I've always enjoyed Today in History and wondered who put the 

fixture together. 

  

Now I know, and the story in Connecting really gave me a much better idea of how it is put 

together. Not only are you the man who has launched a thousand bar bets, but you also 

are a bona fide historian with the world as your field of expertise. 

  

As a former bureau chief in Los Angeles, Indianapolis, and Louisville, I can belatedly relay 

the thanks of many news editors who love to read Today in History before they put it in 

the newspaper. 

  

Thanks to a tour of your world. Long may you reign.  

  

-0-  

  

Angelo Natale - one of AP's unsung heroes 

  
George Krimsky (Email) - I  can't tell you how pleased I was to see Eugene Kim's generous 

nod to Angelo Natale of the World Services News department in recounting the Today in 

History story (Feb. 24).  As Eugene pointed out, Angelo was a 50-year veteran of the AP, 

who served in numerous posts at home and abroad.  

  

When I knew him in his later 50 Rock days, he was one of the unsung heroes of the day-to-

day stuff that made AP indispensable for generations of editors and readers.   

  

But to those who knew him personally (before he died in 1990), he was one of those 

people on the 4th floor who always made you smile.  He was invariably a "most happy 

fella," even when he was muttering in frustration about trying to pin down an elusive fact 

for the latest Today in History. He was also a true democrat, saying "hiya" in the same 

cheery way to everyone in the hallway, from the messenger to the big boss.    

  

Angelo was a New York-to-the core kind of guy and could soothe any anxiety from a 

newcomer about that intimidating metropolis.   I miss him to this day. 

  

One aspect of the recounted "history of the history" that eluded me was where World 

Services and Broadcast intersected in those early days of the fixture that even the most 

jaded among us regarded as a must read.  If that can be clarified,  I would be most 

grateful. 

  

(Full disclosure: Coming from the international side, I am prejudiced in favor of Angelo's 

role as a pioneer in creating the daily series.) 

  

-0- 

Courage reigns in the Win family 
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Linda Deutsch (Email) - Just thought you might want to note that Aye Aye Win, who wrote 

so beautifully of her father's courage, was herself awarded the IWMF Courage Award in 

2008, the same year that AP's Edie Lederer was also honored with its lifetime achievement 

award. Kathy Gannon received the courage award in 2002 and Anja Niederinghaus 

received it in 2005.  Women of valor.  

 

  

-0- 

  

Reminder of an absurd conflict 
  

Richard Pyle (Email) - Reading Joe Benham's interesting recollection of the 1982 Falklands 

War between the UK and Argentina (infinitely more credible than the O'Reilly version) 

reminded me of a largely ignored scrap of  history from what surely ranks as one of the 

20th century's most absurd armed conflicts. 

     

When London tabloids crowed about "our lads" torpedoing the Argentine cruiser General 

Belgrano on May 2, 1982, devoted students of naval history noted sadly that the ship was 

the former USS Phoenix, the last survivor of Pearl Harbor still afloat, and by some accounts 

the only one to escape the Japanese attack unscathed. It later earned nine battle stars in 

the Pacific war before it was decommissioned and sold to Argentina in 1951. 

   

  

Niedringhaus brought courage, commitment  

into view 

  

By Brian Morgan  

For Stars and Stripes 

  

It was almost three years ago that I found myself seated upon the couch of a former 

classmate and mentor in her apartment on the east side of Manhattan. A seasoned 

journalist who once worked for The Associated Press, she had traveled to more locales 

and navigated harsher political climates than I had in my four years in the Marine Corps. 

Her walls were adorned with ceremonial clothing, handcrafted keepsakes, and the kinds of 

objects that exude the depth of character and experience fitting of a woman who had 

spent years traveling the world in order to bring it closer to us. 

  

On her coffee table sat a book with a 

subdued gray cover and cloth binding, which 

upon closer examination revealed the faint 

outlines of a military convoy traveling across 

the desert. She said that a good friend of 

hers had given her that copy after recently 

having it published, and she was excited to 

see my immediate interest as I carefully 
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thumbed through the images contained therein. 

  

The pictures were black and white, but their subjects shone through clear as day. A Marine 

fire team clearing a building in Fallujah, Iraq, families fleeing Basra with dark plumes of 

smoke rising up behind them, and an Italian army soldier gazing into the destruction of a 

suicide bomber's attack in Nasariyah. 

  

There were also pictures of a Northern Alliance soldier stripping the boots off of dead 

Taliban prisoners in Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan, a Libyan rebel evacuating civilians in Bin 

Jawaad, and the blood-stained wall behind the lifeless bodies of executed Gadhafi soldiers 

in Benghazi. On page 51, a Marine is crouched with one hand over his eyes in front of the 

memorial for his 31 fellow warriors who were killed at Camp Korean Village in 2005, Ar 

Rutbah, Iraq. 

  

The photojournalist who had taken these pictures was Anja Niedringhaus, and the scope 

of her work was incredible. 

  

She had seen the faces of war and captured them from behind her lens, quite often 

placing herself at great personal risk. What struck me most was the candid depth of her 

pictures. She didn't shy away; she wasn't just another war-tourist seeking a quick high and 

a souvenir. She lived it: the stale sweat, the sand, the blood, the joy of a successful op 

when everyone comes home and the deep anguish of loss when someone you may have 

just been talking to moments ago doesn't. You can't fake that. She was the woman in the 

arena and she fought the best way that she knew how. 

  

All told, there are 180 pages in "At War," a body of work pieced together over almost a 

decade. Would you like to guess how many pictures Anja appears in? Not one. She isn't in 

any of the pictures because she chose to focus on what was happening right in front of 

her. She knew how important it was to honestly portray the wars and the people who 

fought them as they were. She also knew that if she wanted the story she had to go to the 

source - and if she wanted the source she had to be willing to endure whatever physical, 

mental and emotional obstacles that may be in her way. 

  

That was what led her to Afghanistan in April 2014. She was covering the presidential 

elections with Kathy Gannon, her long-time friend and fellow AP reporter. 

  

They were in the backseat of a nondescript sedan waiting inside a heavily fortified police 

compound in a remote district in eastern Afghanistan when an Afghan policeman walked 

up to their car and opened fire with an AK-47. Anja died instantly and Kathy was struck 

multiple times, leaving her severely wounded and clinging to life beside the body of her 

best friend, their shoulders pressed against each other. 

  

It was only a few months later that I sat across from Kathy in that same apartment on the 

east side of Manhattan. Kathy was surrounded by friends and family. Her arm was slung 

across her chest and pillows pressed along both sides of her body to help stabilize her 

torso. She spoke clearly and intently about how she had been medically evacuated, the 

bureaucracy involved in getting her treated, the surgeries that she was scheduled to have, 
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and the ballistics behind a 7.62 mm round striking and passing through portions of her 

body. 

  

Then she looked at me, someone whom she had just met, and asked how I was doing and 

what I thought about the present state of affairs in Iraq. It was unreal; she was a 

consummate professional. 

  

The reason I felt it was necessary to share this was to bring to light a simple fact: When 

you are committed to something, when you live it, breathe it, wrestle with it and allow it 

to sink deeply into your subconscious and vie for both your thoughts and emotions, it 

becomes something that you won't ever forget. As Nietzsche said, "if you gaze long 

enough into an abyss, the abyss will gaze back into you." 

  

Anja committed herself to her craft, and she never sought to misrepresent what she did or 

who she was. She remained true to herself, her colleagues, and her subjects. 

  

There are some journalists, such as NBC's Brian Williams, who would do well to revisit this 

concept. It is impossible to misspeak, misremember, or otherwise erroneously attribute a 

harrowing or valorous act to oneself in good conscience. In doing so he has violated the 

very ethic that the media is entrusted to preserve: integrity. In receiving praise and 

attention through fabrications of danger, he has done an immense disservice to people 

like Anja and Kathy, and I refuse to stand idly by and allow his actions to overshadow 

theirs. 

  

Brian Morgan served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 2004 to 2008, including as an airborne 

radio operator/loadmaster at al-Asad air base, Iraq. He is a 2013 graduate of Columbia 

University who works at Morgan Stanley in New York. 

  

Click here for a link to the story.  (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt)  

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  

  

   

To 

  

Julie March (Email) 
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Welcome to Connecting 

  

  

Rosalie Fox (Email) -  I was an entertainment correspondent for AP Radio from 1996 to 

2012. Based in my hometown of Los Angeles, I covered movies, TV and celebrities. For a 

few years, I also covered country music, which I came to adore. I still do. I'm basically 

retired, though I do some freelancing, mostly for ABC Radio covering entertainment 

stories and doing celebrity interviews. 

 

  

 
  

  

This photo, taken Feb. 7, the night before the Grammys, shows Rosalie in front. Behind her 

are Margie Szaroleta, who's based in Chicago and is AP Radio's rock music reporter, and Ed 

Donahue, who's a general assignment reporter and anchor for AP Radio. He's based at the 

BNC, Broadcast News Center, in Washington, D.C. They both came to Los Angeles to cover 

the Grammys and we visited the night before the awards show. 
  

-0-  

 

 Del Brinkman  (Email) - Retired in 2002 after a career of 48 years in journalism and 

university teaching and administration. He began his career in 1954 on the staff of The 

Emporia (Kansas) Daily Gazette and was dean of the School of Journalism and Mass 

Communication at the University of Colorado in Boulder when he retired on March 15, 

2002.  In between he taught English and journalism at Leavenworth (Kansas) High School 

(1959-1962) and was on the journalism faculty at Kansas State University in Manhattan 

(1965-1968), taught journalism at Indiana University in Bloomington (1962-1965 and 

1968-2000), was a tenured faculty member in journalism at the University of Kansas in 

Lawrence (1970-1993) and was director of journalism programs for the John S. and James 

L. Knight Foundation in Miami, Fla. (1993-2000).  

 

  



16

Brinkman was on the faculty of the University of Kansas for 23 

years starting in 1970 and served as dean of the William Allen 

White School of Journalism for 11 years and as vice chancellor 

for academic affairs for seven years.  While at the University of 

Kansas, he served as faculty representative to the Big Eight 

Conference and the National Collegiate Athletic Association for 

15 years.  He twice served as chairman of the Big Eight 

conference and was chair of the search committee when Carl 

James was hired as commissioner of the conference.  He also 

served on search committees at Kansas, including the committee 

that recommended Roy Williams to be the head basketball 

coach.  He left Kansas in 1993 and served seven years with the Knight Foundation before 

finishing his career at the University of Colorado. Brinkman and his wife, Carolyn, make 

their retirement home in Bloomington, Ind. 

 

  
  

Stories of interest  

Young Adults Using Traditional Media Feel Most Informed 

  

Digital sites continue to be the primary source of news for young adults, but users of 

online-only news sites don't feel as informed as those using sites affiliated with traditional 

media. 

  

More than half of young adults who prefer traditional news sites said they were "very 

informed," a rating chosen by only four out of every 10 who prefer online-only news sites. 

Yet online-only news is the primary source of news for nearly 35 percent, compared to 22 

percent for traditional news sites. 

  

These results come from an online survey conducted among readers and followers of Elite 

Daily, a major destination site for Millennials, and analyzed by the Millennial Research 

Core (MRC), the research arm of The Agency (a unit of the University of Florida College of 

Journalism and Communications), in partnership with Elite Daily. The results are not 

generalizable to all young adults, but do provide insights on news preferences of a 

segment of that generation. The analysis here focuses on 18 to 24 year olds. 

  

-0- 

  

How She Did It: Maria Bartiromo On Building A Career 

As A Broadcast Journalist And Entrepreneur 

  

Maria Bartiromo is a pioneer within the world of 

broadcast journalism who is not only paving the way 

for young women that wish to pursue the vocation, but 

is also serving as an inspiration when it comes to being 
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an entrepreneur balancing multiple ventures.  

  

In addition to working as Global Markets Editor at Fox Business Network, she is the anchor 

of Opening Bell with Maria Bartiromo  and hosts Sunday Morning Futures with Maria 

Bartiromo on FOX News Channel (FNC). 

  

A true veteran in the industry, she has covered business and the economy for over 25 

years and was a major building block of the business cable network CNBC. Within the 20 

years of working at the network, she launched the morning program, Squawk Box, 

anchored The Closing Bell with Maria Bartiromo, and was the anchor/managing editor of 

the nationally syndicated program, On the Money with Maria Bartiromo, which was 

formerly The Wall Street Journal Report with Maria Bartiromo. She joined the network 

following working at CNN Business News, where she held the titles of producer, writer, 

and assignment editor. 

  

-0- 

  

Fox and O'Reilly: In It Together 

  

Hours after the news broke that Brian Williams had misrepresented his account of a 

helicopter trip in Iraq, he issued an on-air apology. NBC News started an investigation, and 

within days had suspended Mr. Williams, calling his actions "wrong and completely 

inappropriate." 

  

When the magazine Mother Jones reported that Bill O'Reilly had engaged in self-

aggrandizing rhetoric about his coverage of the Falklands war, he called one of the authors 

of the article "an irresponsible guttersnipe" and used his nightly show to fight back against 

his accusers. His bosses at Fox News, including the chief executive, Roger Ailes, rallied to 

his defense. 

  

Fox's handling of the controversy says a lot about the network. It also says a lot about its 

most visible star, a man who perhaps more than any other has defined the parameters 

and tenor of Fox News, in the process ushering in a new era of no-holds-barred, 

intentionally divisive news coverage. 

  

Since dethroning CNN's Larry King as the king of cable news almost 14 years ago, Mr. 

O'Reilly has helped transform a start-up news channel into a financial juggernaut, with 

estimated annual profits of more than $1 billion. He and Fox News have risen not on the 

back of big interviews or high-impact investigations but on the pugnacious brand of 

conservatism personified by Mr. O'Reilly. 

  

"Bill's credibility with his audience is not based on his record as a traditional journalist," 

said Jonathan Klein, a former president of CNN/U.S. "His credibility, in the view of his fans, 

is based on his trenchant analysis of the events of the day, his pulling no punches, his 

willingness to call it like it is." 

  

-0- 
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James Warren will be Poynter's chief media correspondent 

  

James Warren will join Poynter's digital team as chief media 

correspondent starting in April. Warren is currently the 

Washington bureau chief for the New York Daily News and a 

former managing editor and Washington bureau chief of the 

Chicago Tribune. 

  

Warren was also a media columnist for the Tribune and a 

television analyst on MSNBC, Fox News, CNN and Al Jazeera 

America. 

  

"Jim Warren will add personality and perspective to our already outstanding digital team," 

said Poynter President Tim Franklin. "He brings with him a reporting background and 

contacts in three of the nation's largest media markets - Washington, Chicago and New 

York - and he's worked across media platforms in print, television and digital. Jim is 

someone who understands how the media business works, and he has the ability to bring 

original, unique insight to our coverage of the industry." 

  

CLOSE TO THE NEWS 

  
 "Close to the News" is a newsletter about the news report, worldwide and in all media. 

We focus on balance, taste, clarity, standards and fairness, with occasional digressions on 

style and mechanics. Suggestions, contributions and pushback are welcome at 

tkent@ap.org. 

  

In this issue, we write about clear and effective headlines. 

  

HEADLINE TRAPS AND TIPS 

  

We ask a lot of our headlines.  

  

They need to tell the story, yet still make people click for more. They need be creative, but 

contain key words that search engines look for. They need to work well with the lead 

photo attached to the story, and be regularly updated with new developments. 

  

Fortunately we have a lot of experience in writing fast, effective headlines. Even better, 

our new short-headline length of 60 characters gives us more room to stretch out (the 

length once was 40!).  

  

But headlines can still be an afterthought, slapped on a story just before we send it. That 

costs us directly in terms of how many people choose to read our work. 

  

You could argue quite effectively that headlines should be the first thing we write, that we 

should never embark on a substantive story without thinking first of what the headline 
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might be. At Quartz, the online financial magazine, writers have to come up with a 

headline when they first pitch a story to the editors. 

  

Thinking of a headline as soon as we know where a story is going is a great test of the 

story's coherence. If we can't think of a compelling 60-character way to sum up the story, 

our concept of the story itself may be too fuzzy. Once we get a solid headline, keeping it in 

mind as we write forces us to focus on the message. 

  

So how to make our headlines effective in all the ways they have to be? Some dos and 

don'ts from the Standards Center and Paula Froke, who has been very active in improving 

our headlines: 

  

Dos: 

  

● Get someone else to read it. It's the best defense against heds that can be read two 

ways. For instance, "Expelled Nazis paid millions in Social Security" (did they pay or were 

they paid?) or "Two states conduct executions using single drug" (the two states used the 

same drug, or each state used only one drug?). Or "Questions about underage sex for 

Kentucky's Supreme Court" (enough said). 

  

● Look at the hed alongside the photo we've put in first position. If we don't pay attention, 

the effect can be comical or tasteless. In this photo, the three men we see probably aren't 

going to be making a baby ... 

... and the photo here doesn't go very well with "clean-shaven": 

  

● Try for a casual, conversational tone. A nice hed on a business story: "The CEO got a 

huge raise. You didn't. Here's why." An effective headline the other day said "Every day 

we're shoveling: New storm, new misery in the East." (There was a song reference in 

there, but it makes sense even if you don't catch it.) 

  

● Think about search engines. Particularly on breaking stories that readers are likely to be 

searching for, aim for headlines that include the key words you would type in a search 

box.  

  

● Know our style on abbreviations, quotes and punctuation in headlines. They're in the 

Stylebook. 

  

● Update vigilantly. Be aggressive about updating or at least tweaking the headline on 

ongoing stories. Readers won't click a second time if the headline looks exactly the same. 

If a story spills over into the next cycle, give it a new headline. 

  

● Watch the beginnings.  Be sure your headline makes sense and conveys key elements at 

the front end. Usually this happens naturally when you lead with the action and the key 

subjects.  

  

Some don'ts: 
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● Avoid obvious clickbait. There's too much of it out there and it has a phony, huckster-

like feel. Though we want our heds to be inviting, we don't want to oversell stories or ape 

the cheap come-ons that riddle the online world. (In that spirit, we restrained ourselves 

from titling this newsletter "10 weird tricks that will force people to click your headlines.") 

  

● Don't use unnecessary locators. A headline about an earthquake needs to identify the 

country where it happened; a hed about a dog walking 300 miles to find its way back 

home can leave the location for the story itself. 

  

● Avoid process. Go for action. Comings and goings, briefings and formalities make for dull 

headlines. Focus on the significance of what's happening. Instead of "Canadian PM 

shuffles cabinet to welcome 8 new members," make it "Canadian cabinet shuffled after 

money scandal, 4 women added" (59 characters). Rather than "Merkel to brief Obama on 

four-party talks on Ukraine crisis," try "Obama, Merkel seek unity on Ukraine in White 

House talks" (56). 

  

Nothing may be as critical to our online visibility as our headlines. They deserve a level of 

attention that reflects their importance. 

  

Tom Kent 

  

(Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

   

Today is Thursday, Feb. 26, the 57th day of 2015. There are 308 days left in the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Feb. 26, 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte escaped from exile on the Island of Elba and 

headed back to France in a bid to regain power. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1829, Levi Strauss, whose company manufactured the first blue jeans, was born in 

Buttenheim, Bavaria, Germany. 

  

In 1904, the United States and Panama proclaimed a treaty under which the U.S. agreed to 

undertake efforts to build a ship canal across the Panama isthmus. 

  

In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson signed a congressional act establishing Grand Canyon 

National Park in Arizona. 

  

In 1929, President Calvin Coolidge signed a measure establishing Grand Teton National 

Park in Wyoming. 
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In 1940, the United States Air Defense Command was created. 

  

In 1945, authorities ordered a midnight curfew at nightclubs, bars and other places of 

entertainment across the nation. 

  

In 1952, Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced that Britain had developed its own 

atomic bomb. 

  

In 1962, after becoming the first American to orbit the Earth, astronaut John Glenn told a 

joint meeting of Congress, "Exploration and the pursuit of knowledge have always paid 

dividends in the long run." 

  

In 1970, National Public Radio was incorporated. 

  

In 1987, the Tower Commission, which had probed the Iran-Contra affair, issued its report, 

which rebuked President Ronald Reagan for failing to control his national security staff. 

  

In 1993, a truck bomb built by terrorists exploded in the parking garage of New York's 

World Trade Center, killing six people and injuring more than 1,000 others. 

  

In 1995, Barings PLC, Britain's oldest investment banking firm, collapsed after Nick Leeson, 

a 28-year-old securities dealer, lost over $1.4 billion by gambling on Tokyo stock prices. 

  

In 2012, Trayvon Martin, 17, was shot to death in Sanford, Florida, during an altercation 

with neighborhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman, who said he'd acted in self-

defense. (Zimmerman was subsequently acquitted of second-degree murder.) 

  

Ten years ago: Fifteen months after Japan's last liftoff ended in a spectacular fireball, an 

orange and white H-2A rocket blasted off from a remote southern island, carrying a 

weather and navigation satellite into orbit. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak ordered his 

country's constitution changed to allow presidential challengers in an upcoming fall 

election. A fragment of granite bearing the name "John" - all that remained of a memorial 

to the six people killed in the 1993 terror attack on the World Trade Center - was installed 

as the central piece of a new post-9/11 memorial. Former Time magazine editor and U.S. 

ambassador to Austria, Henry A. Grunwald, died in New York at age 82. 

  

Five years ago: New York Gov. David Paterson announced he wouldn't seek re-election 

amid a criminal investigation over his handling of a domestic violence complaint against a 

top aide. (Investigators found no evidence of witness tampering.) At the Vancouver 

Olympics, the Americans reached 34 medals with a silver and a bronze in short-track 

speedskating. 

  

One year ago: President Barack Obama, speaking in St. Paul, Minnesota, said he would ask 

Congress for $300 billion to update aging roads and railways. Republican Arizona Gov. Jan 

Brewer vetoed a bill pushed by social conservatives that would have allowed people with 

sincerely held religious beliefs to refuse to serve gays. 
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Today's Birthdays: Game show host Tom Kennedy is 88. Singer Fats Domino is 87. Country-

rock musician Paul Cotton (Poco) is 72. Actor-director Bill Duke is 72. Singer Mitch Ryder is 

70. Actress Marta Kristen (TV: "Lost in Space") is 70. Rock musician Jonathan Cain 

(Journey) is 65. Singer Michael Bolton is 62. The president of Turkey, Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan, is 61. Actor Greg Germann is 57. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., is 57. Bandleader John 

McDaniel is 54. Actress Jennifer Grant is 49. Rock musician Tim Commerford (Audioslave) 

is 47. Singer Erykah Badu (EHR'-ih-kah bah-DOO') is 44. Rhythm-and-blues singer Rico 

Wade (Society of Soul) is 43. Olympic gold medal swimmer Jenny Thompson is 42. 

Rhythm-and-blues singer Kyle Norman (Jagged Edge) is 40. Actor Greg Rikaart is 38. Rock 

musician Chris Culos (O.A.R.) is 36. Rhythm-and-blues singer Corinne Bailey Rae is 36. 

Country singer Rodney Hayden is 35. Pop singer Nate Ruess (roos) (fun.) is 33. Tennis 

player Li Na is 33. Actor Alex Heartman is 25. Actress Taylor Dooley is 22. 

  

Thought for Today: "Only the mediocrities of life hide behind the alibi 'in conference.' 

The great of this earth are not only simple but accessible." - Isaac Frederick Marcosson, 

American journalist (1876-1961). 
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