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 Colleagues, 

  

Good Saturday morning! 

  

Leonard Nimoy's last tweet before he died Friday at the age of 83 was very poignant and 

worth sharing. 

  

A week ago, the actor best known as Mr. Spock tweeted,  

  

 "A life is like a garden. Perfect moments can be had, but not preserved, 

except in memory.  LLAP" 

 

 Nimoy signed all his tweets "LLAP" or "Live Long and Prosper," his character's catchphrase 

from the "Star Trek" series and films. 

  

AP national television writer Frazier Moore eulogized him nicely: 
 

 NEW YORK (AP) - It's no exaggeration to say Leonard Nimoy was perfect for the role that 

defined his career. His lean, almost sepulchral frame seemed otherworldly. His long, 

solemn face reflected wisdom summoned from somewhere deep within. 
 

 Calm reassurance, devotion to cool logic, a can-do guy who could cut through the clutter - 

that was Mr. Spock, the Vulcan half-breed Nimoy played so indelibly on "Star Trek." And it 

seemed to come naturally. The message Nimoy and his character delivered as one: 
 

 Anything is possible, or at least worth giving a shot. Just put your mind to it and believe. 

 

 That was the message Nimoy left his true believers with his death Friday at 83. 

 

 In its original run, "Star Trek" battled low ratings and was cancelled after just three 

seasons. But by then, Spock had taken firm root in the culture, and in no small part thanks 

to Nimoy. For him, the role of Spock remained the through-line in a varied career, as much 

a guiding force for him as it was for the millions of fans of his enduring character. "To 

boldly go...," declared the title sequence of each "Star Trek" episode. For Spock, the 

operative phrase would have been "to calmly go, still inner demons and get the job done." 

 

But if Nimoy was perfect for the job at hand 

on "Star Trek," his timing as he stepped into 

the role of his life was no less spot-on. The 

world, without knowing it, was waiting for 

Spock. 

 

 Spock posed a meaningful contrast to the 

era he was born into - which is to say, not 

the 23rd century, when "Star Trek" was set, 

but the hurly-burly of 1966, when it 

premiered. 
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 This was a time of high emotions, of grand dreams and raw outrage. Many people of that 

day drew inspiration from society's new full-throatedness. Even so, Spock stood as a 

cautionary note against rallying cries like "say you want a revolution" or "tune in, turn on, 

drop out." Spock was fully tuned in, but he would never drop out, never give up self-

control. 

 

 Spock, like "Star Trek," was born into an era before "modern" became an old-fashioned 

word, when the future seemed limitless in what it had to offer. Back then, people still 

respected science, not least for how it was putting American heroes into space. (The series 

ended its run just six weeks after man first walked on the moon.) 

 

 But soon enough, science would become suspect, increasingly regarded as an agent of 

destruction, not of glorious progress. 

 

 Computers, once seen as wondrous black boxes that could be trained to do anything, 

began to be thought of with mistrust. (HAL, the murderous computer that commandeered 

the spacecraft in the epic sci-fi film "2001: A Space Odyssey," came just two years after 

'Star Trek' first aired in 1968.) 

 

 Nearly five decades later, computers are everyone's constant companion, even as they're 

locked in a power struggle with their human masters. Emotions run amok in the current 

day, while science, in some quarters, is derided not as a product of reason but as bunk or 

propaganda. 

 

 This is a world Spock wouldn't recognize or, even with his logical supremacy, 

comprehend. 

And yet his popularity has never flagged, nor has the public's love for Nimoy, the human 

who brought Spock to life. 

 

 Until the end, Leonard Nimoy stayed true to the Vulcan credo "Live Long and Prosper." 

Thanks to him, who for so long did so much to keep the faith, Mr. Spock will live forever. 

 

-0- 

  
LLAP, friends, and with that, here are stories of interest as we start the weekend. 

 

Paul 
  

  

  

Kathy Gannon at AP HQ 
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 Susan Clark (Email) noted on her Facebook page Friday:  "An honor today in the office to 

say hello to Kathy Gannon, our correspondent in Afghanistan. Kathy and her colleague 

Anja Niedringhaus were attacked by a gunman in Afghanistan April 4,. Anja was killed and 

Kathy (at left in photo) is recovering from multiple gunshots." 

  

  

Profiling new Connecting members: 

Chuck Schoffner, AP Iowa sports editor 

  

Chuck Schoffner (Email) - I joined The AP in Des 

Moines after seven years with UPI and spent the 

rest of my career there as Iowa Sports Editor and, 

for the last 10 years of that stint, as AP's first 

national women's basketball writer.  

  

Since December of 2005, I've been in a state of 

semi-retirement, freelancing at times for AP and 

other organizations, goofing off, riding my John 

Deere lawn tractor around the yard and 

downloading thousands and thousands of '50s, '60s 

and '70s tunes. Also worked with the daughter of 

former major league pitcher Joe Black on a book 

about his life and his role as a single parent. The 

book, Joe Black: More Than A Dodger, was released 

Feb. 1.  

  

Now working with the former sports information 

director at Iowa State on a book about the ISU women's basketball program and its rise to 

national prominence under coach Bill Fennelly.  
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My wife, Pam, a longtime volunteer for several organizations, told me I had to volunteer 

once I quit working fulltime. I now serve on the Drake Relays Committee, chair the Relays 

Hall of Fame Committee and chair four Hall of Fame committees for the Iowa Girls High 

School Athletic Union. It's what you end up doing -- and doing happily -- when you stay in 

one place for a long time. 

 

(Photo above right shows Chuck, at left, with John McElrath, former lead singer of The 

Swingin' Medallions (Double Shot of My Baby's Love). 

  

Amazon description of the book: 

  

He was told that the color of his skin would keep him out of the big 

leagues, but Joe Black worked his way up through the Negro 

Leagues and the Cuban Winter League. He burst into the Majors in 

1952 when he signed with the Brooklyn Dodgers. In the face of 

segregation, verbal harassment, and even death threats, Joe Black 

rose to the top of his game; he earned National League Rookie of 

the Year and became the first African American pitcher to win a 

World Series game. With the same tenacity he showed in his 

baseball career, Black became the first African American vice 

president of a transportation corporation when he went to work for 

Greyhound. In this first-ever biography of Joe Black, his daughter 

Martha Jo Black tells the story not only of a baseball great who broke through the color 

line, but also of the father she knew and loved. 

    

  

AP Beat of the Week 

 

 Crafty planning, a savvy driver, a helping hand from some jubilant Cossacks and an 

American-themed pizza parlor in the midst of the Ukrainian countryside. 

  

These are not the makings of some offbeat movie trailer but the strange brew of elements 

that helped AP's Peter Leonard and Dalton Bennett  become the first foreign journalists 

into Debaltseve, Ukraine, after its capture by pro-Russian rebel forces. Their exclusive all-

formats coverage is the Beat of the Week. 
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Leonard, correspondent in Kiev, and Bennett, a Berlin-based video journalist and field 

producer, (pictured above), led a crowded field reporting on developments in Debaltseve, 

a key rail hub that had been the focus of fighting between Russia-backed separatists and 

government troops.  They literally left other media organizations in the dust, or stuck 

trying to find their own way into the city. 

  

The story began with smart planning. Most media, with only one team on the ground, had 

to make a choice between staying put along a north road out of town to catch fleeing 

Ukrainians, or to try to get into Debaltseve from the rebel side. The AP had two teams. 

That left Leonard and Bennett free to hunt for a route into town. 

  

On Feb. 18, it was already evident that Debaltseve had largely fallen. Leonard and Bennett 

tried then to reach the city from a western road. But they and other reporters were 

stopped at a checkpoint. When it became clear that they wouldn't get through, the pair 

cut their losses and headed back to a nearby town, Yenakievo, to recon for a good Internet 

connection. 

  

The next morning, they tried a different route - navigating through what had until then 

been government-held territory to approach Debaltseve from the east. Halfway into their 

trip, their driver, Alexei Shebanov, received a call from a colleague telling him an 

impromptu humanitarian convoy would head for Debaltseve, with media in tow. But 

knowing they likely couldn't make it back in time, Leonard and Bennett pushed ahead, 

trying to complete their eastern approach.  

  

Quizzing fighters at rebel checkpoints, Shebanov found them surprisingly helpful. One 

pointed the AP team to a shortcut, and others provided instructions for maneuvering 

through villages _ though they still had to evade post-battle wreckage, including power 

cables dangling across the road. 

  

They were just five kilometers away when near disaster struck: Their van got stuck over a 

clump of earth hidden by snow. Ahead another vehicle slowed, and its passengers got out 

to offer a hand. The men turned out to be jubilant Cossacks, apparently eager for the AP 

team to observe their moment of victory. 
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In the end, AP beat CNN into the city by at least 30 minutes. They documented Cossacks 

celebrating, embracing and posing for photographs. The merriment was crowned by the 

arrival of a Russian Cossack commander in a Humvee-style vehicle captured from 

Ukrainian troops.  

  

Phone connections were terrible, so Leonard and Bennett texted Jim Heintz in Kiev with 

the details. Finally they headed out - driving past the checkpoint of the previous day, 

where fighters smiled with bemusement at the AP journalists having circumvented them. 

A kilometer down the road, a Reuters crew was deep in discussion with a motorized rebel 

patrol on how to reach Debaltseve. They looked exasperated, and were not to get in for 

another 24 hours. 

  

Leonard and Bennett drove on, back to the town of Yenakievo and the place they'd found 

the day before from which to file: A Chicago Pizza, right in the middle of town, complete 

with a statue of Al Capone. As Leonard put it: "The service was friendly, the pizzas were 

edible, only some of the customers were drunk and - most importantly - their free Internet 

was stunningly fast." 

  

For producing a world beat using ingenuity, perseverance and perhaps a small touch of 

good fortune, Leonard and Bennett win this week's $500 prize. 

  

  

AP Best of States 

  

As David Lieb joined AP's newly formed State Government Team, the veteran Missouri 

statehouse correspondent was handed a daunting assignment: Anchor the inaugural story 

of an in-depth look at the state of America's infrastructure. As if the specific assignment - 

an assessment of federal and state road and highway funding -- wasn't enough, Lieb would 

be under the spotlight of the entire AP membership. The infrastructure initiative is an 

ambitious collaboration between AP and APME that aims to use data and localization to 

examine a complex topic at a range of levels and from a 

variety of angles.  

  

The results, it is safe to say, exceeded the expectations 

of everyone involved and set the bar high for future 

installments of the yearlong AP/APME project. The play 

was off the charts, and the feedback from members and 

the APME leadership was excellent. "HOME RUN!" 

declared Alan Miller, the APME president and managing 

editor of The Columbus Dispatch. 

  

Dozens of newspaper front pages across the country 

featured either Lieb's national story on highway 

funding, member stories written using the data we 

distributed in advance, or the AP state sidebars that 

were produced in all 50 states - or some combination of 
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the three. His piece was also the No. 4 story on the AP's Mobile app Saturday. 

  

The project played in markets large and small, from Boston and Milwaukee to Grand 

Island, Nebraska, and Watertown, New York. Gatehouse enterprise editor Jean Hodges, 

who oversees enterprise projects at more than 100 newspapers, said the early release of 

Lieb's data to members made the project easy for them to use and greatly boosted play. 

Another major chain, Lee Enterprises, used the data supplied by Lieb to create a 50-state 

map that it subsequently agreed to share with the full AP membership. 

  

Lieb obtained a decade's worth of federal data and began using his strong database skills 

to tease out the news: Despite steady federal funding at the start of the decade, the share 

coming from Washington had tailed off significantly in recent years. On an inflation-

adjusted basis, federal highway funding had fallen in all but two states. That left states to 

either raise taxes themselves or spend precious infrastructure dollars on costly and 

temporary fixes rather than the full overhauls needed on many roads and highways. He 

then went beyond merely describing the problem and offered potential solutions from 

around the country. His reader-friendly, chunky-text sidebar was used nearly as much as 

the main story. 

  

Lieb's reporting didn't end with the traditional story and sidebar. As the package 

description and data were shared with members in advance, he also worked one-on-one 

with member newspaper reporters across the country, helping to explain the data and 

guiding them through issues unique to their states. And in direct response to member 

requests, he added a column to the spreadsheets showing the funding in inflation-

adjusted terms. Troy Thibodeaux and Dan Kempton on the interactives team migrated all 

the data to a site where it could be accessed easily by members. Photos by Jeff Roberson 

in Missouri and Molly Riley in Virginia of highways mentioned in the mainbar also saw 

wide use. 

  

Providing members with multiple ways to adapt the package for their own audiences, 

whether in print or online, proved to be a winning strategy. APME board member Tom 

Koetting, deputy managing editor of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and a leader of the 

joint initiative, said: "That's exactly what we were hoping for when this project launched." 

   

For his leadership on the inaugural installment of a project that is immensely important to 

AP and its members, Lieb wins this week's $300 Best of the States prize. 

 

 (Beat of Week and Best of States shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 
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Denis Searles (Email) -  Newsman in Denver AP for 22 years, retired in 1999.   

  

Bill Sikes  (Email) - News Editor/Photos for New England, AP Boston. 

  

Barbara Wallace Hughes (Email) - Managing Editor, The Messenger, Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

  

  

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday 

  

   

To 

  

George Hanna  (Email) 

  

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

  

What is net neutrality and what does it mean for me? 

  

The Federal Communications Commission on Thursday passed new net neutrality 

regulations designed to protect the free flow of content on the Internet. Here are the 

answers to some frequently asked questions: 

  

Q: What is net neutrality? 
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A: Net neutrality, or open Internet, is the principle that Internet service providers (ISPs) 

should give consumers access to all legal content and applications on an equal basis, 

without favoring some sources or blocking others. It prohibits ISPs from charging content 

providers for speedier delivery of their content on "fast lanes" and deliberately slowing 

the content from content providers that may compete with ISPs. 

  

Q: How will new net neutrality rules affect me? 

  

A: The regulations aim to ensure that all the Internet content you want to access - be it 

streaming video, audio or other material - will be treated equally by ISPs. Another goal: to 

give start-ups and entrepreneurs access to broadband networks without undue influence 

from the ISPs. 

  

-0- 

  

CBS News' Lara Logan Hospitalized With Internal Bleeding 

  

CBS News correspondent Lara Logan was admitted to a D.C.-area hospital Wednesday 

with internal bleeding, a CBS spokesperson confirmed to TheWrap. 

  

"We wish Lara a speedy recovery," a spokesperson for "60 Minutes" told TheWrap, 

declining to comment more specifically on the correspondent's condition. 

  

The New York Post reports Logan was admitted to the hospital with digestive disease 

diverticulitis and internal bleeding. Logan, 43, will remain in the hospital for a few days to 

recover. 

  

In 2014, Logan was quarantined in a South African hotel for three weeks after visiting an 

Ebola hospital. And in 2011, she was the victim of sexual assault after a mob attacked her 

while she reported from Tahrir Square. 

  

-0- 

  

A farewell to #content: Optimism, worries, and a belief in great work 

  

Editor's note: After two years here at Nieman Lab, Caroline O'Donovan is leaving us for 

BuzzFeed. We'll miss her! On the occasion of her departure, she looks back on her time 

making media about media. 

  

The other day, someone called me at work and asked me, What's the future of 

journalism? As calmly and politely as I could, I replied, I don't know what the future of 

journalism is. 

  

I've been asked to predict the future a couple of times. It comes with the territory I guess. 

What are the hot trends?, people want to know. Where do you see this all going? They 

want to hear about drones and wearables, lists and quizzes, social media reporting and 

viral content strategies. They want optimism - solutions journalism! 
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-0- 

  

Why aren't more news organizations protecting their e-mail with STARTTLS encryption? 

  

The Guardian published a shocking story a few weeks ago showing that in 2008 Britain's 

spy agency GCHQ collected and stored the e-mails of some of the world's biggest news 

organizations, including the New York Times, Washington Post, and BBC. We wanted to 

find out which news organizations are still vulnerable to this mass spying technique, so we 

conducted a survey of 65 major news organizations to see if they have implemented a 

common security protocol known as STARTTLS that can protect their e-mails from being 

intercepted as they travel across the Internet. 

  

We found that news organizations like the Associated Press, Le Monde, LA Times, CBS 

News, Forbes, Baltimore Sun, and Der Spiegel are still not protecting journalists and their 

sources from this type of surveillance, and are putting all of the people who communicate 

with them at risk of being spied on. You can see the full results of our survey below. 

  

-0- 

  

How one town's government brought the local paper back to life 

  

Around this time last year, a practically defunct newspaper in a suburb of Madison, WI, 

embarked on an experiment: With a one-year direct financial boost from city hall-about 

$30,000 to cover monthly postage, plus the shuttering of a city newsletter that competed 

for ad dollars-the paper would return to print. Then, it would see if it could stand on its 

own in 2015 without a government subsidy. 

  

The situation was a little odd, and not without controversy-one area columnist likened the 

deal to city leaders in Fitchburg buying their own Soviet-style Pravda. We wrote about the 

arrangement at the time in a piece about local governments supporting local journalism 

with taxpayer funds. 

  

So, a year later, how's it working out? Pretty well, say the locals. 

  

The Fitchburg Star is now printing a monthly edition and mailing it to the more than 

12,000 residences and businesses in town. All of the paper's revenue these days comes 

from advertising, though it is still getting some city support: local officials committed 

$16,800 in 2015 to buy a full-page ad in every issue. 

  

-0- 

  

Lives on the line: how to help protect freelancers in dangerous places 

  

Since its 12 February launch, 39 news organizations and journalist advocacy groups - 

including the Associated Press, Reuters, the Committee to Protect Journalists, Mashable 

and the Guardian - have signed the Global Safety Principles and Practices, a new code of 
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conduct aimed at better protecting freelancers on dangerous assignments. 

  

As news organizations' staffs shrink, they are increasingly relying on freelancers - and 

those freelancers are in danger. Terrorist groups are online and no longer depend on 

reporters to deliver messages to the wider world, so have less incentive to guarantee their 

safe passage. 

  

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, an increasing proportion of journalists 

killed in the line of duty are freelancers: 27% in 2010-2014, compared to 14% in 2000-

2004.  

  

Protecting freelancers is just as important as protecting staff journalists - and just as 

important as strengthening worker safety in every other kind of business. This effort is 

desperately needed. 

  

-0- 

  

John Cody signing off after 50 years in Chicago news 

  

 
  

The incomparable John Cody, regarded by many of his peers as the best radio reporter in 

Chicago, is retiring after 50 years in the business. 

  

Cody, 71, told colleagues Friday his last day as a general assignment reporter at CBS Radio 

all-news WBBM AM 780/WCFS FM 105.9 will be March 13. He joined WBBM Newsradio in 

1967 after two years at City News Bureau of Chicago. 

  

"Those of us who joined the station after John - and that would be every single person 

here - owe him a debt of gratitude for helping build WBBM Newsradio into an incredible 

powerhouse of news and information," Ron Gleason, director of news and programming, 

told staffers in a memo. "We've got an amazing group of talented journalists who will keep 

the tradition alive, but there's only one John Cody." 

  

Equally adept at handling breaking news, investigative reports and features, Cody was 
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honored in 2013 with a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Chicago Headline Club, which 

noted: "His ability to condense a story - either breaking news or a press conference - into 

its simplest form creates outstanding radio journalism." 

  

-0- 

  

Amazon Hires Ex-White House Spokesman Jay Carney 

  

Amazon has fortified its executive ranks with the addition of Jay Carney, former White 

House press secretary, who reports to work on Monday as senior vice president for 

Worldwide Corporate Affairs, including public relations and public policy. 

  

The practice of corporate America hiring elite politicos is not new. But the world of public 

relations for an e-commerce goliath is a new frontier comprised of consumers growing 

increasingly skittish about how, when, and with whom the information they innocuously 

share with retailers for a better shopping experience can be used against them. 

  

-0- 

  

Journal Sentinel Jumps on Sinking Ship 

  

March 11 is Decision Day for stockholders of Journal Communications Inc. 

  

That's when they'll attend a "Special Meeting," as its called, to vote on whether to 

approve its proposed deal with the E. W. Scripps Co. The meeting is largely pro forma, as 

approval is expected, but some will vote no, and you can understand why. While a sale of 

the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel was probably inevitable, the deal its CEO Steve Smith 

chose will have a huge - and probably negative - impact on the state's largest newspaper. 

The details are all there to see in the prospectus sent to shareholders. 

  

As I've previously written, the "merger" trumpeted by the Journal Sentinel is really a 

buyout by Scripps: it will absorb all the Journal broadcast companies and Scripps' 

shareholders will also own 59 percent of the stock in the new company being formed, 

Journal Media Group, which will own the Journal Sentinel and 13 longtime Scripps 

newspapers. 

  

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Saturday, Feb. 28, the 59th day of 2015. There are 306 days left in the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On Feb. 28, 1940, the first televised college basketball games were broadcast by New York 

City station W2XBS as Pittsburgh defeated Fordham, 57-37, and New York University beat 
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Georgetown, 50-27, at Madison Square Garden. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1844, a 12-inch gun aboard the USS Princeton exploded as the ship was sailing on the 

Potomac River, killing Secretary of State Abel P. Upshur, Navy Secretary Thomas W. Gilmer 

and several others. 

  

In 1861, the Territory of Colorado was organized. 

  

In 1915, actor-comedian Zero Mostel was born in Brooklyn, New York. 

  

In 1942, the heavy cruiser USS Houston and the Australian light cruiser HMAS Perth were 

attacked by Japanese forces during the World War II Battle of Sunda Strait; both were 

sunk shortly after midnight. 

  

In 1953, scientists James D. Watson and Francis H.C. Crick announced they had discovered 

the double-helix structure of DNA. 

  

In 1960, a day after defeating the Soviets at the Winter Games in Squaw Valley, California, 

the United States won its first Olympic hockey gold medal by defeating Czechoslovakia, 9-

4. 

  

In 1972, President Richard M. Nixon and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai issued the Shanghai 

Communique, which called for normalizing relations between their countries, at the 

conclusion of Nixon's historic visit to China. 

  

In 1975, 42 people were killed in London's Underground when a train smashed into the 

end of a tunnel. 

  

In 1986, Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme (PAHL'-meh) was shot to death in central 

Stockholm. (The killing remains unsolved.) 

  

In 1993, a gun battle erupted at a religious compound near Waco, Texas, when Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms agents tried to arrest Branch Davidian leader David Koresh 

on weapons charges; four agents and six Davidians were killed as a 51-day standoff began. 

  

In 1995, Denver International Airport opened after 16 months of delays and $3.2 billion in 

budget overruns. 

  

In 2013, Benedict XVI became the first pope in 600 years to resign, ending an eight-year 

pontificate. (Benedict was succeeded the following month by Pope Francis.) 

  

Ten years ago: In Santa Maria, California, the prosecution and defense gave opening 

statements in the sexual molestation trial of Michael Jackson, who was later acquitted. A 

U.S. District Judge, Joan Humphrey Lefkow, discovered the bodies of her husband and 

mother inside her Chicago home. (An unemployed electrician confessed to the murders in 
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a suicide note.) A suicide car bombing targeted at security recruits killed 125 people in 

Hillah, Iraq. Lebanon's pro-Syrian prime minister, Omar Karami, resigned amid large anti-

Syria street demonstrations in Beirut. 

  

Five years ago: Sidney Crosby scored the winning goal in overtime to give Canada a 3-2 

victory over the United States in the final event of the Vancouver Olympics. Canada 

earned its 14th gold medal, the most by any country at any Winter Olympics. The 

American silver was the 37th medal won by the United States at these games, also the 

most by any country at any Winter Olympics. (The U.S. won the medals race for the first 

time since 1932.) 

  

One year ago: Delivering a blunt warning to Moscow, President Barack Obama expressed 

deep concern over reported military activity inside Ukraine by Russia and warned "there 

will be costs" for any intervention. 

  

(Stations: "Bobb'e J. Thompson" is correct) 

Today's Birthdays: Architect Frank Gehry is 86. Actor Gavin MacLeod is 84. Actor Don 

Francks is 83. Singer Sam the Sham is 78. Actor-director-dancer Tommy Tune is 76. Hall of 

Fame auto racer Mario Andretti is 75. Actor Frank Bonner is 73. Actress Kelly Bishop is 71. 

Actress Stephanie Beacham is 68. Writer-director Mike Figgis is 67. Actress Mercedes 

Ruehl is 67. Actress Bernadette Peters is 67. Former Energy Secretary Steven Chu is 67. 

Actress Ilene Graff is 66. Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman is 62. Comedian 

Gilbert Gottfried is 60. Basketball Hall-of-Famer Adrian Dantley is 60. Actor John Turturro 

is 58. Rock singer Cindy Wilson is 58. Actress Rae Dawn Chong is 54. Actress Maxine Bahns 

is 46. Actor Robert Sean Leonard is 46. Rock singer Pat Monahan is 46. Author Daniel 

Handler (AKA "Lemony Snicket") is 45. Actress Tasha Smith is 44. Actor Rory Cochrane is 

43. Actress Ali Larter is 39. Country singer Jason Aldean is 38. Actor Geoffrey Arend is 37. 

Actress Michelle Horn is 28. Actress Madisen Beaty (TV: "The Fosters") is 20. Actress Quinn 

Shephard is 20. Actor Bobb'e J. Thompson is 19. 

  

Thought for Today: "Who will give me back those days when life had wings and flew just 

like a skylark in the sky." - Marceline Desbordes-Valmore, French actress and poet (1786-

1859). 
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