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Colleagues, 

  

Good Thursday morning. 

  

Our Connecting membership climbed over the 700 mark this week, and here's a reminder 

to those new to the newsletter, and to those not so new, of some of the topics we are 

looking for: 

  

- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- here's a chance to 'fess up with some of 

your more memorable mistakes in your journalistic career. 

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two or more 

generations. 

- Volunteering - many have told me they benefited from others' volunteer stories with 

ideas on such work they can do themselves. 

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism? 

- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what 

you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while. 

- Recollections of your most memorable saloon, bar, watering hole--and explain why - 

foreign and domestic. 

- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession. 
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- Most unusual place a story assignment took you. 

  

But don't let this list limit you. Send along any memory or story that you think your 

colleagues would enjoy. 

  

Paul 
  

  

AP Multigenerational:  Eddie and Gene Herrick  

  
Gene Herrick (Email) - In 1899, a baby boy was born to his parents in Columbus, Ohio.  

When that baby was 16 years old, he was a telegrapher for a railroad in Pittsburgh, PA.  A 

few years later, that young man was employed by The Associated Press in Columbus, his 

hometown. 
  

There he worked in communications with John Pfadt.  Pfadt later became Traffic Bureau 

Chief. The young man was later transferred to Cleveland as the Traffic Department 

Representative (a title later to become TBC).  

  

Teletype machines were rather new, and there 

were orders from the NY office that there was 

not to be any experimenting or tampering with 

these machines.  

  

The young man had an idea.  He made a rough 

hand-drawn blueprint of the circuitry.  On it he 

drew pencil lines to indicate a change in the 

wiring of the table.  He thought he had 

invented something new - the "Make and Break 

System."  In the middle of the night, about 3 

a.m., in 1928, or 1929, he turned a teletype 

table over, and proceeded to make the wiring 

change.   

  

Yes, he broke the adamant rules.  His assistant, 

John Kelly, watched and gave support.  The 

door opened and in walked Mr. MacCambridge, 

the head of AP communications for the AP in 

New York. His train back to New York, had a 

limited layover, so he went to the AP Cleveland 

office (which at that time was the main Ohio 

bureau).  Mr. "Mac," as he was known, 

reminded them of the home-office edict against 

tampering.  He asked the young man what he 

was doing.  The young man told him.  Mr. "Mac" reportedly asked him, "Does it work?"  

The response, according to the story, was, "It does on paper."  Mr. "Mac" threw the 

switch.  It worked.  Without saying a word, Mr. "Mac" made some notes and walked out.  
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It was reported that fear settled in. 

  

A few weeks later, the young man was transferred to NY in a responsible Traffic 

Department position. He died in 1934.  

  

In 1926, after he had returned to Columbus from Pittsburgh, he married and had a son.   

  

In 1943, when this little boy was 16 years of age, he needed a job to help support himself 

and his mother.  His mother suggested the AP might be a good place to start looking.  The 

16-year-old went to the Columbus AP office and met TBC John Pfadt, who asked him to 

bring in a birth certificate because the last time he had remembered seeing the applicant 

he was a babe in arms.  The teen-ager was hired, as a printer attendant (office boy), and 

apparently for the summer.  When the boy mentioned that his check for two weeks was a 

different color than the rest of the staff, he was told the color was for temporary 

employees.  The boy retorted that he had planned for a permanent job.  Next pay, the 

check was the correct color.  The boy rose through the ranks from office boy, to 

Wirephoto Operator, to teletype operator, and to AP Staff Photographer with a career 

span of 28 years. 

  

The father was Walter Edwin (Eddie) Herrick.  I am my father's son. 

  

The man's son, mentioned in the following story, seemed to know that when his check 

was the same color as the rest of the AP staff, that his life had a destiny.  Believing that 

one is born with certain skills and abilities, the boy put forth special enthusiasm to learn as 

much as he could, and put it to work, even though it wasn't necessarily his job description 

at the moment.   

  

Starting as a printer attendant (office boy), learning to be a Wirephoto operator, practicing 

being a teletype operator and making lunch reliefs (not completely legal), and finally 

bidding and getting a Wirephoto job in Cleveland.  He worked Wirephoto, where he also 

processed Photographer Jim Mahler's film and getting the print on Wirephoto, and 

spending free time carrying Mahler's camera bag and being a good gopher.  Some times, 

NY would send him out to cover a baseball game as a photographer.  The rest of the time 

he was a teletype operator, and learning teletype mechanics. 

  

The God's smiled, and Executive Newsphoto Editor Al Resch asked the young man to 

become an AP staff photographer and assigned to Indianapolis.  Holy Mackerel, what an 

opportunity.  After two years he was transferred to Memphis, TN. One year later, he was 

sent to the Far East as a war correspondent-photographer in Korea, and moving from the 

southern tip of the peninsula at Pusan to the Yalu River boundary at Hyesanjin.  From 

there, and returning home,  he was pulled off the plane in Seattle to help handle all of the 

photo war copy from Korea, in addition to be the photographer there and covering the 

first returning troop ships.  Nine months later, he was transferred to Milwaukee, and 

covered the presidential primary before being transferred back to Memphis.  From 

Memphis, he covered the Emmitt Till trial, in Mississippi, and later the Montgomery, Ala., 

bus boycott, and, of course, Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King, and then the riots at 

Clinton, TN. 
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Al Resch called again and sent the young man to Minneapolis, MN., covering pro baseball, 

and football, the Fischer quintuplets in Aberdeen, S.D., Vice President Hubert Humphrey, 

balloon flights which were the beginning of the space age, and lots more.  After eight 

years, he was transferred to Chicago, as a photo editor.  Later, due to personal problems, 

NY was kind enough to transfer him to Columbus, Ohio, from whence he started.  After a 

career of 28 years, the young man took early retirement - retirement from the greatest 

news organization in the world, and retirement from the greatest opportunity a person 

could ever experience.  He continues to think of himself as an active member of the staff 

of The Associated Press. 
  

(The above photo of Eddie and Gene was taken in about 1927 in Columbus, Ohio) 

  

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

On the profile of the Temple family 

  
Bob Haring (Email) - Wick Temple items bring back lot of memories. 

  

I joined AP in Little Rock shortly after Temple and we shared night editor role until Al 

Dopking named me state editor, in those days sort of executive editor who ran news 

operation while COB focused on sales. When I was going to Tulsa as correspondent, 

Dopking wanted Wick to succeed me. Wick called me at my home one night to tell me he 

had turned job down. I told him that was a mistake for his career. He came by my house 

(with a case of beer) after he got off night shift. We talked all night (and demolished the 

beer) and by dawn I had persuaded him that his best move to eventually to get to NY 

Sports was to take the job. He did and the rest is history. We remained in contact for the 

rest of our careers. He was a gifted and delightful person. 

  

A side note - those LR days produced three other COBs - John R, Starr, Bob Shaw and Bill 

Simmons. Starr was in bureau when both Temple and I started -- in fact he was Guild 

organizer. Shaw and Simmons were high school part-timers in Gazette sports who spent 

lot of time in AP office. 

  

Peggy Walsh (Email) - What a treat to read the Temple dynasty story today!  Wick and 

Margy were such good friends and guiding lights in my AP life. it was wonderful to see the 

impact they had on his children.  Knowing both of them so well I wouldn't have expected 

anything less.  

  

Brent Kallestad (Email) -  Loved the Temple family piece. Wick and Margy were both so 

good at what they did at AP. Both talented and blessed with great people skills. 

  

-0- 

  

Here's a bit of 'sage advice' 
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Richard Pyle (Email) - In Connecting for March 2, Robert Naylor asked AP colleagues for 

``one bit of sage advice'' for college students prepping for a career in journalism - 

something essential to their success.  

  

Given the radical changes, technological and otherwise, in our profession over the past 

two decades, that's a much taller order than it used to be. But that's in itself a reason not 

to lose track of what still matters in reporting the news.   

  

I'm sure Robert's question will draw varied responses, but based on my own career 

experience, which included covering government from suburban city halls to the halls of 

Congress, the best opportunity for an aspiring journalist to understand the workings of 

American democracy is a year or  two reporting on a state administration and legislature.   

  

My own three years (1963-65) in Lansing, with a high-profile governor (named Romney) 

and a divided, combative legislature, provided an eye-level and sometimes intimate 

education on the miraculous mechanics of the two-party system - Capitol Hill in 

microcosm. Not that they always work, but that's part of the story too. 

  

I'd like to think most AP news veterans would agree. 

  

(As an aside, I also think AP deserves far more credit than received for recognizing the 

importance of continuing to staff the nation's state houses as other news outlets quietly 

fold their tents and try to pretend it's no big deal.)  

  

-0- 

  

Dave Martin's business card in Arabic 

  

 
  

 

 Gary Cosby Jr. - staff photographer for The Decatur (Alabama) Daily - shared on Facebook 

this remembrance of the late AP Montgomery photographer Dave Martin, with this 

caption: 

  

I was cleaning out a drawer today and came across this business card printed in Arabic. 
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Mullet gave me one after he returned from covering one iteration of the Gulf War/Iraq 

War. I held onto it because I remember asking would he be going back again. He said, 

"Nah, I would like to but Skip Mullet Jr Martin is scared to death I will get killed so I am 

going to stay in the states. Skip was just a little kid then, maybe 9 years old, but I 

remember that story so well and I remember because of Dave's love for his family. 

  

  

Profile of new Connecting member  

  
Teresa Walker (Email) - Teresa M. Walker just celebrated her 25th year with AP all in 

Nashville, Tennessee, in December.  

  

She started working nights and weekends writing college 

game stories taking stats by phone and took over as sports 

writer and state sports editor in the summer of 1992. Now 

she is one of AP's Pro Football Writers covering the 

Tennessee Titans. She also covers the NHL's Predators, 

NBA's Grizzlies in Memphis and the state's college teams in 

Middle and West Tennessee. She also has covered a Super 

Bowl, three Olympics and dozens of bowl games, along with 

dozens of conference and NCAA tournament games. Her 

first season on the beat in 92-93 included Vanderbilt's men 

winning the SEC regular season championship and the 

Commodore women's lone Final Four berth. 

  

A native of Homestead, Fla., she has lived in Tennessee since 

1976 graduating college at the University of Tennessee and started her career at The Daily 

Times newspaper in Maryville. She's also a happily married and a hockey mom to a teen 

son.  

  

Her birthday of Sept. 20 makes her a birthday club member with the late Kent Flanagan, 

who hired her at the Nashville bureau and another former AP colleague, Karin Miller - "all 

of us born on that day if not the same year." 

  
  

  

Four and-a-half months later, AP corrects Kasich 

story 

  

By: Darrel Rowland 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

 In an unusual move, The Associated Press conceded today that its story last October 

about Gov. John Kasich's stance on repealing Obamacare was not accurate. 
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 Here is the text of the AP repair job: 

 

 In some versions of a story published Oct. 20, 2014, The Associated Press reported that 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich said in an AP interview he did not believe lawmakers in Washington 

would repeal the health care law if Republicans won control of the U.S. Senate. 

 

 Kasich was responding to a question about the expansion of Medicaid. When he said he 

thought " it" would not be repealed, the AP initially understood him to be referring to the 

entire health care law, known formally as the Affordable Care Act, since Medicaid 

expansion is part of that law and not a separate piece of legislation. Kasich later told the 

AP he had been referring only to the expansion of Medicaid. The AP's initial story should 

have made this distinction. 

 

 The AP's story should have made clear that Kasich often discusses Medicaid expansion 

separately from the law as a whole, and that the governor did not backtrack from his 

earlier statement in the second interview. The AP's initial versions of the story should have 

said Kasich believes the health care law should be repealed 

 

 After the AP account his last fall, Kasich personally called the wire service, Politico, The 

Wall Street Journal, Washington Post and New York Times in an attempt to repair the 

botched story, which was represented by some as a flip-flop on an important issue.  

 

For the past couple of years, Kasich has distinguished between Obamacare as a whole, 

which he opposes, and the section of the health-care law that allows states to expand 

Medicaid to cover more poor and disabled, which he supports. Many of the nation's 

largest news outlets jumped on the AP story, proclaiming that a Republican governor and 

potential White House candidate now backed Obamacare.  

 

Kasich's team has been angry with AP for months because the wire service released only a 

partial transcript of the interview that didn't include its reporter's key first question, which 

was about Medicaid, not Obamacare.  

 

Last fall, when The Dispatch asked AP's senior media relations manager in New York City 

about obtaining a record of what immediately preceded the section in the provided 

transcript, the answer was that what was provided was "the relevant portion."  

 

Only when the governor's office later released an audio recording of the entire exchange 

of that part of the interview was the opening question revealed. 

 

 Today's AP account makes no mention of the inadequate transcript. 

 

 Click here for a link to the story.  (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 
   

  

Unsung TV Journalists in the Thick of Battle 
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Some war reporters stay in their hotels, relying on 'bang bang' footage provided by agencies 

  
By JOHN REVERAND 

  

Mr. Reverand is a former senior vice president of news at Worldwide Television News 

(WTN) in London, which is now AP Television News. 

  

Regardless of what you think of the recent upset in the television-news business 

involving Brian Williams and reporting from violent regions of the world, there is a cadre 

of journalists whose work close up to combat is undoubted-and largely unnoticed. I'm 

referring to the television journalists who work in anonymity for the international TV-news 

agencies. 

  

If you see actual combat footage in a 

televised news report, odds are it was shot 

by a TV news-agency cameraman. In all 

probability, the broadcast reporter who filed 

the story was nowhere near the fighting 

when it was filmed.  

Broadcast TV does have intrepid and 

committed war correspondents who report 

regularly from the thick of things. Bob 

Woodruff, who was wounded in Iraq in 2006, 

comes immediately to mind. Still, broadcast reporters are free to liberally edit TV-agency 

war footage into their stories without giving attribution or credit. The practice is allowed 

by a quirk in the subscription contracts that the broadcasters have with the international-

TV agencies.  

The policy stands in sharp contrast to the rules for the print and still-photo departments of 

the same agencies. A newspaper or website must give the agency full credit if it carries a 

story or photo from any of the wire services. You will see Reuters, AP, AFP and others 

credited every day in newspapers. The rule doesn't apply to agency video that is used by 

almost all of the world's broadcasters. Video is the exception. 

The resulting widespread and unattributed use of agency material can be misleading to 

the viewer in varying degrees. The best broadcast correspondents use agency war 

coverage only if, on the day, that footage is better or more dramatic than the video they 

were able to shoot on the ground themselves. Many acknowledge their debt to the 

agencies, as Peter Arnett did after his memorable coverage of the first Gulf War from 

Baghdad.  

Other TV journalists report conflicts from the relative safety of their hotel and rely heavily 

on agency "bang bang," as combat video is sometimes called in the field. The drama of the 

agency coverage often lends gravitas to a broadcast journalist's stand-up, or "piece to 

camera," which is sometimes delivered wearing a flak jacket within the hotel compound. 

(On occasion, not far from the bar.) The practice goes even further afield. Last month the 

battle for Debaltseve in eastern Ukraine was reported by correspondents in London. 
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Coverage of fighting in Iraq and Syria is sometimes filed from Israel. 

In fairness, there are good reasons the practice exists. The policy is an important selling 

point for the agencies. In addition to wars, they cover the full spectrum of news. Broadcast 

clients rightly claim that it would be cumbersome and costly to identify every time agency 

video is used. More important, in my 10 years working with them beginning in 1988 

throughout Asia and in the former Yugoslavia-the combat I saw was minor in comparison 

with many others-I never heard a single agency journalist complain about the lack of 

recognition. The goal is simply to have their coverage seen as widely as possible. Most 

hope that their coverage will make a difference. 

But when journalists undergo extraordinary danger, they should be credited, as should the 

organization that employs them. CNN International already does this with all agency 

material it airs. This should become the industrywide practice, as it is in print and online 

publications, particularly when the risks are substantial. 

These agency producers and cameramen are not celebrities. Self-promotion and 

arrogance are quickly dispatched, often with biting humor. They earn a fraction of what 

their network counterparts are paid. The personal sacrifices they make are daunting. All 

too many have lost their lives.  

So the next time you see a particularly harrowing piece of war footage, please give a warm 

thought to the unsung TV-agency journalist who most likely filmed it.  

Click here for a link to the story.  (Shared by Bill Handy) 

  

AP threatens legal action over request  

for Hillary Clinton information 

  

The Associated Press said Wednesday that it was considering legal action over unfulfilled 

Freedom of Information Act requests for government documents covering Hillary Rodham 

Clinton's tenure as secretary of state. 

  

In its requests, the AP asked for her full schedules and calendars and for details on the 

State Department's decision to grant a special position to a longtime Clinton aide, Huma 

Abedin, among other documents. The oldest request, the news organization said, was 

made in March 2010. 

  

"We believe it's critically important that government officials and agencies be held 

accountable to the voters," said AP's general counsel, Karen Kaiser. "In this instance, we've 

exhausted our administrative remedies in pursuit of important documents and are 

considering legal action." 

  

The statement comes after the revelation this week that Mrs. Clinton used a personal 

email account for her government business, an unusual practice that some have suggested 

insulated her correspondence from the eyes of investigators and the public. 
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In 2012, when Congressional investigators sought documents related to the attack on the 

United States diplomatic compound in Benghazi, Libya, they were initially not supplied 

with emails from Mrs. Clinton's private account. In 2013, Gawker submitted a Freedom of 

Information Act request seeking correspondence between Mrs. Clinton and a close 

adviser, Sidney Blumenthal. Though some of that correspondence had been made public 

already, the State Department told Gawker that it could find no records responsive to the 

request, Gawker reported. 

  

The conservative group Citizens United is expecting a ruling this week on a lawsuit filed 

last year after the State Department would not disclose flight records showing who 

accompanied Mrs. Clinton on overseas trips. 

  

Click here for link to The New York Times story. (Shared by Sibby Christensen) 

  

  

Robots Are About To Write Your Sports Coverage 

  

Huffington Post: 

  

There's a South Carolina vs. Clemson baseball game on. You check for score updates 

online. You click on a story from The Associated Press. 

  

In a few months, there's a good chance that story will have been written by a robot. 

  

The Associated Press is once again teaming up with technology company Automated 

Insights to bring its "robot" journalism to NCAA college sports, AI announced Wednesday. 

Starting this spring, the AP will crank out automated sports stories on Division I baseball, 

and will gradually begin to include Division I women's basketball, Division II and III men's 

basketball and Division II and III football within the next two years. 

  

AP and AI joined forces in July to produce quarterly earnings reports for business stories 

faster and more efficiently. The new focus on college sports will allow the AP to use game 

statistics provided by the NCAA to produce thousands of college sports stories, bringing 

coverage to "every college sports town." 

  

"Our goal is to be fully live with stories generated automatically when a game is over and 

onto AP wires and, in this case, NCAA sites," AP's Vice President and Managing Editor Lou 

Ferrara told The Huffington Post in an email. 

  

Ferrara said the decision to bring robot journalism to its sports coverage comes from the 

high quantity of data involved in sports reports, as well as the general lack of certain types 

of sports coverage available online. 

  

"At AP, we have been looking at automation with anything involving data, as we did with 

corporate earnings reports," he said. "Sports have been in our DNA for a long time and 

automation for certain sports seems like a logical move, particularly for sports not 
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receiving much widespread coverage yet in demand in certain markets." 

  

AP has used automated technology to report sports stats before. Most of the company's 

sports agate uses automation, and has for several years. Ferrara told HuffPost that AP has 

worked a bit with AI on football rankings online, but this is the first time, however, that 

full-text game stories would be produced. 

  

Furthermore, AI's James Kotecki told HuffPost that the company looks forward to growing 

their relationship with AP, adding that their tools are also used in areas outside of 

journalism including finance, personal fitness and marketing analytics. The Associated 

Press also recently hired an automation editor as it explores new ways to use the 

technology. 

  

That's because it's paying off. After partnering with AI to write breaking business stories 

and earnings reports last summer, AP has been able to go from writing 300 reports to 

3,000 reports each quarter, and many of those without any human intervention at all. 

  

Of course, critics continue to question whether or not the use of such technology will one 

day replace real-life journalists. In the past, both AP and Automated Insights have assured 

readers that no jobs have been lost or threatened due to the introduction of automated 

articles. Still, AI said in January that the stories written by robots "contain far fewer errors" 

than those that had been written by humans. 

  

Ferrara echoed this idea to HuffPost, adding that the only potential for error comes from 

humans. 

  

"We are always concerned about accuracy," Ferrara said. "But for automation the only 

error potential, in general, is the result of data being entered incorrectly upstream in the 

process. And that would be by a human." 

  

Click here for a link to the story.  (Shared by Alan Sayre) 

  

  

Update on Ed Kennedy Pulitzer Project 

  
Ray March (Email) provides this update on the Ed Kennedy Pulitzer Prize Project: 

  

We had a total of 116 journalists nationwide, both active and retired, sign on in support of 

the Ed Kennedy Pulitzer Project. Our application, which includes a number of strong 

arguments for a special Pulitzer, is with the Pulitzer Board and we expect an 

announcement in April. It's not too late to add your name to the list. All you have to do is 

send an e-mail to Mike Pride at cmp2208@columbia.edu and copy me at 

ramarch@frontiernet.net.  Additional contact information for Pride is: 

  

Mike Pride, administrator 

Pulitzer Prizes 
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Graduate School of Journalism 

Columbia University 

2950 Broadway, Suite 709 

New York, NY  10027 

Phone: 212-854-7327  Fax: 212-854-3342  Cell: 603-848-7010 

  

In the meantime the "Ed Kennedy Story" is about to break in France. A documentary about 

Kennedy's "scoop" and the controversy it created is being made by a French film maker for 

release over there in recognition of the 70th anniversary of Germany's World War II 

surrender. Kennedy's daughter, Julia Kennedy Cochran, worked the crew as their guest in 

France, and then they went to NYC in February for more shooting at the AP offices. 

  

I was also asked to contribute to the film and that video was shot in the remote corner of 

California called Surprise Valley where I live. My role was to talk about the issues involved 

in Kennedy's breaking the embargo, my memories of working for him when I was a rookie 

reporter at the Monterey Peninsula Herald and the Ed Kennedy Pulitzer Project. 

  

I want to give particular thanks to Eric Brazil, my co-chair; Ward Bushee, retired editor of 

the S.F. Francisco Chronicle; and Warren Lerude, former Reno newspapers Pulitzer 

editorial writer, for their belief and devotion to this effort on behalf on Ed Kennedy--and 

to all of you for putting your name on the line! 

  

New members of Connecting's '80s Club' 

  
Gene Herrick (Email) - I would like to apply for membership in the 80 and over birthdays.  

Is there a category for over 80, but feeling 60? I am 88 and 5/12ths, just a niblick shot 

away from 89.  born July 26, 1926. 
  

Paul Webster (Email) -  Please add me to the 80's club. I'm 83. 

  

  

Stories of interest 

  

Andrew Lack's return to NBC could signal return of Brian Williams 

 

 Former NBC News President Andrew Lack's return to 30 Rock -- he is currently in talks 

about a "top job" in the news division -- would catalyze a major shakeup among the 

executive leadership and would likely signal Brian Williams' return to the network, current 

and former high-level NBC News staff told the On Media blog on Monday. 

 

 Lack, who served as NBC News president from 1993 to 2001, is a close friend and adviser 

to Williams and the man responsible for making him anchor of the "NBC Nightly News" 10 

years ago. High-level sources who spoke to On Media on Tuesday said Lack's return to NBC 

News should be taken as a near-guarantee that NBC would move to reinstate Williams as 

anchor of the "Nightly News." Williams was given a six-month suspension in February for 

making false claims about his experience during the Iraq War, leading many industry 
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insiders to believe that he would not return to "Nightly." 

 

  

-0- 

  

David Gregory, off the record 

  

Former 'Meet The Press' moderator David 

Gregory gave a talk at a bankers conference 

on Wednesday that was deemed "off the 

record" for reporters, despite the fact that 

almost every other event at the conference 

was on the record. 

  

Gregory was a featured guest at the 

Independent Community Bankers of America 

conference in Florida, which attracts roughly 3,000 attendees and is open to members of 

the press. But a placard outside Gregory's event instructed the press that the newsman's 

remarks were "off the record." 

  

Rob Blackwell, the Washington Bureau Chief of American Banker, which had a reporter at 

the conference, called the stipulation "ridiculous." 

  

-0- 

 

 Bernie Sanders Calls Out Media For Not Covering Obama's Trade Deal 

  

Adding to the chorus of protest over President Barack Obama's push for a controversial 

new trade pact with Asia, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) sounded off on the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership, and accused mainstream media of not covering what could be one of the 

biggest trade agreements in history. 

  

"The major television networks are not covering the TPP. Incredible as it may sound, this 

trade agreement-the largest trade agreement in the history of the United States of 

America-has received virtually no coverage, no coverage, on the major networks," Sanders 

said from the Senate floor on Thursday. 

  

TPP is a trade deal being negotiated between the U.S., Canada and ten other Asia-Pacific 

nations, covering about 40 percent of the global economy. Supporters of the treaty argue 

that it would boost economic growth in participating countries by reducing tariffs, 

increasing investments and bringing the member nations closer together. 

  

-0- 

  

AEJMC Past President Dwight Teeter Has Died  (Shared by Ray Newton) 

  



14

Dwight L. Teeter, Jr., 80, a journalism educator for half a 

century, expert and author on media law and journalism 

history, died Feb. 27 in Knoxville, Tennessee, following a long 

illness. Arrangements for a celebration of life will be 

announced soon. 

  

Teeter was president of the Association for Education in 

Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) from 1986-

1987. In 1973, he was a co-founder of the Law Division (with 

the late Prof. Donald M. Gillmor of the University of 

Minnesota) and as clerk of the division, started the newsletter 

now known as Media Law Notes. In 1968, he started the 

History Division newsletter, Clio Among the Media.  

  

He retired from the University of Tennessee at the end of 2014 after completing 50 years 

of university teaching at seven American universities. Teeter was dean of the College of 

Communications at the University of Tennessee from 1991 to 2002 and returned to full-

time teaching in 2003. Prior to that, he was a professor at the University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee; the William P. Hobby Centennial Professor of Communication and chair of the 

Department of Journalism at the University of Texas at Austin; professor and acting chair 

of the School of Journalism at the University of Kentucky; associate professor at the 

University of Wisconsin; visiting associate professor at the University of Washington; and 

assistant professor at Iowa State University. 

  

He began his journalism career as a reporter with the Waterloo (Iowa) Daily Courier with 

occasional stints as editor for the city, wire and state desks. 

  

A legal scholar and historian, Teeter co-authored 13 editions of the Law of Mass 

Communication, a widely used college textbook.  First published in 1969, his preface to 

the 13th edition reflects the impact in the United States "of what seems to be a perpetual 

state of war" and of technological changes, new media and social media on 

communications law. "Citizens and communication law issues multiply as government and 

law enforcement agencies use 'national security' as a blanket excuse for increasing official 

secrecy. Privacy interests continue to collide with intrusive media activities, governmental 

snooping and private businesses' quest to strip privacy from individuals in the name of 

better marketing strategies." 

  

-0- 

  

In Praise of Fox News's Greg Gutfeld (Shared by Marcus Eliason) 

  

Last month, Jon Stewart declared that he would be leaving "The Daily Show," after sixteen 

years. One of many writers who paid him tribute was Oliver Morrison, in The Atlantic, who 

used the opportunity to consider the relationship between comedy and ideology. 

Stewart's former colleague, Stephen Colbert, once joked that "reality has a well-known 

liberal bias." Morrison wondered whether political satire, too, might have a liberal bias. He 

noted that liberal humor would live on, thanks to programs such as "Last Week Tonight 
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With John Oliver," on HBO. But he couldn't identify an equivalent tradition on the other 

side of the political spectrum. "Why," he asked, "hasn't a conservative Daily Show found 

its own place on Fox?" 

  

It wasn't clear whether Morrison meant to refer to the Fox Broadcasting Company, which 

isn't known for politics, or to Fox News, which isn't known for comedy. (Why couldn't a 

conservative comedy show air on Comedy Central, the ostensibly nonpartisan network 

that broadcasts "The Daily Show"?) But for more than eight years, Fox News has been 

broadcasting a 3 A.M. program called "Red Eye," an odd and often funny late-night show 

that is not exactly satire, and not exactly anything else, either. Its sensibility is snarky and 

surreal, thanks to its host, Greg Gutfeld, a former magazine editor who adopts a tone of 

half-sarcastic alarm, as if he can't decide which is more annoying: the politician he is 

talking about, or the fact that he has to talk about politicians. It sounds like faint praise to 

call "Red Eye" the funniest and most unpredictable program on cable news, but that's 

what it is-or, rather, that's what it was. 

  

The Final Word 

  

15 political clichés journalists should avoid 

  

Politico's Mike Allen, founder of the influential Beltway tipsheet "Playbook,"once 

wrote that those who write in clichés are probably thinking in clichés, too. As news 

organizations prepare to cover the 2016 election, here are some hackneyed words and 

phrases they should consider leaving off the campaign bus: 
 

  

New York Times standards editor Philip Corbett weighed in Tuesday with a list of well-

worn words that sneak into The Times' coverage: 

 

"I can project with confidence that we will see far too many uses 

of "optics,""narrative," "pivot," "war chest" and "coffers"  

in the months between now and November 2016." 

  

A 2012 election style guide from The Associated Press offers a litany of stale verbiage. The 

biggest cringers: 

• pressing the flesh ("shaking hands is preferred.") 

• rainbow colors: ("Instead, use "Democratic-leaning, Republican-tilting or swing-

voting, etc.") 

• hat in the ring: ("a candidate decided to run for an office") 

• veepstakes: ("the competition to be a candidate's running mate.") 

• horse race: ("closely contested political contest.") 

Meanwhile, The Washington Post has this index of 200-plus journalism clichés to avoid. 

The most egregious offenders: 

• A favorite Washington parlor game 
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• Game-changer 

• Hotly contested 

• Political football 

• Partisans on both sides 

In September, Poynter conducted a minuscule, non-scientific poll to see which words 

journalists couldn't stand. The worst stinker? Ballyhoo, with 56 percent of the vote. Other 

contenders were lambaste, opine, salvo and pontiff. 
  

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Thursday, March 5, the 64th day of 2015. There are 301 days left in the year. 

Today's Highlight in History: 

On March 5, 1770, the Boston Massacre took place as British soldiers who'd been taunted 

by a crowd of colonists opened fire, killing five people. 

On this date: 

In 1766, Antonio de Ulloa arrived in New Orleans to assume his duties as the first Spanish 

governor of the Louisiana Territory, where he encountered resistance from the French 

residents. 

In 1868, the Senate was organized into a Court of Impeachment to decide charges against 

President Andrew Johnson, who was later acquitted. 

In 1933, in German parliamentary elections, the Nazi Party won 44 percent of the vote; 

the Nazis joined with a conservative nationalist party to gain a slender majority in the 

Reichstag. 

In 1946, Winston Churchill delivered his "Iron Curtain" speech at Westminster College in 

Fulton, Missouri. 

In 1953, Soviet dictator Josef Stalin died after three decades in power. Composer Sergei 

Prokofiev died in Moscow at age 61. 

In 1955, Elvis Presley made his television debut on "Louisiana Hayride" carried by KSLA-TV 

Shreveport (although audio recordings exist, there is no known video footage of this 

appearance). 

In 1960, Cuban newspaper photographer Alberto Korda took the now-famous picture of 

guerrilla leader Ernesto "Che" Guevara during a memorial service in Havana for victims of 
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a ship explosion. Elvis Presley was discharged from the U.S. Army. 

In 1963, country music performers Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas and Hawkshaw Hawkins 

died in the crash of their plane, a Piper Comanche, near Camden, Tennessee, along with 

pilot Randy Hughes (Cline's manager). 

In 1970, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons went into effect after 43 

nations ratified it. 

In 1979, NASA's Voyager 1 space probe flew past Jupiter, sending back photographs of the 

planet and its moons. 

In 1982, comedian John Belushi was found dead of a drug overdose in a rented bungalow 

in Hollywood; he was 33. 

In 1994, a jury in Pensacola, Florida, convicted anti-abortion activist Michael F. Griffin of 

first-degree murder in the shooting death of Dr. David Gunn; Griffin was immediately 

sentenced to life in prison. 

Ten years ago: Syrian President Bashar Assad announced a two-stage pullback of his 

country's forces from Lebanon. 

Five years ago: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, visiting Guatemala, told 

reporters that demand for narcotics in the United States was fueling drug violence in 

Central America as she acknowledged a measure of U.S. responsibility for what she called 

"a terrible criminal scourge." New York Democratic Rep. Eric Massa, facing a harassment 

complaint by a male staffer, said he was stepping down from his seat with "a profound 

sense of failure." Andree Peel, 105, a member of the World War II Resistance, died in 

Bristol, England. 

One year ago: President Barack Obama's choice to lead the Justice Department's Civil 

Rights Division, Debo Adegbile (DAY'-boh uh-DAYG'-bih-lay), was blocked by bipartisan 

Senate opposition over his legal work at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund on behalf of 

Mumia Abu-Jamal, who's serving life in prison in the 1981 shooting death of Philadelphia 

police officer Daniel Faulkner. The former Internal Revenue Service official at the heart of 

the controversy over the agency's targeting of conservative groups, Lois Lerner, once again 

refused to answer questions at a House hearing. 

Today's Birthdays: Actor James Noble is 93. Actor Paul Sand is 83. Actor James B. Sikking is 

81. Actor Dean Stockwell is 79. Actor Fred Williamson is 77. Actress Samantha Eggar is 76. 

Actor Michael Warren is 69. Actor Eddie Hodges is 68. Singer Eddy Grant is 67. Rock 

musician Alan Clark (Dire Straits) is 63. Actress-comedian Marsha Warfield is 61. Magician 

Penn Jillette is 60. Actress Adriana Barraza is 59. Rock singers Craig and Charlie Reid (The 

Proclaimers) are 53. Rock musician John Frusciante (froo-SHAN'-tee) is 45. Singer Rome is 

45. Actor Kevin Connolly is 41. Actress Jill Ritchie is 41. Actress Jolene Blalock is 40. Actress 
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Eva Mendes is 40. Model Niki Taylor is 40. Actress Kimberly McCullough is 37. Actress 

Dominique McElligott (TV: "Astronaut Wives Club" ex-"Hell on Wheels") is 29. Actor 

Sterling Knight is 26. Actor Jake Lloyd is 26. 

Thought for Today: "More tears have been shed over men's lack of manners than their 

lack of morals." - Helen Hathaway, American writer (1893-1932). 
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