
1

From: Paul Stevens [stevenspl@live.com]
Sent: Friday, March 06, 2015 9:01 AM
To: stevenspl@live.com
Subject: Connecting - March 6, 2015

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

   

     

   

   

   

  

       

  

Connecting 

March 6, 2015 

   
Click  here for sound 

 of the Teletype  
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Good Friday morning. 

  

A funeral service for longtime South Carolina AP bureau chief John Shurr was held 

Thursday, and Meg Kinnard of the Columbia bureau staff provided the following report for 

John's Connecting colleagues.  

 

 Meg was thankful for the opportunity to remember John in this way, noting, "I was his 

last hire at AP, in 2005, just a few months before he got sick. I always admired his tenacity 

and ability to see the big picture, and I'm lucky to have been influenced by him, even if 

only for a short while." 

 

 Her report: 

  

'Live your life like John Shurr' 
  

By MEG KINNARD 

  

Longtime journalist and Associated Press bureau chief John Shurr was remembered 

Thursday (3/5/15) both for his doggedness as an advocate for open records and a 

generous elder statesman of journalism in South Carolina. 

  

"No journalist has done more to promote open government in South Carolina than John 

Shurr," Bill Rogers, South Carolina Press Association executive director and longtime 

friend, said during a eulogy. "South Carolina was fortunate to have a journalist with John 

Shurr's dedication and drive." 

 

  

 
  

  

Before several hundred relatives, colleagues and friends at Incarnation Lutheran Church, 

Bill recalled several of John's career highlights during his decades at the helm of South 
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Carolina's AP operation, from renting a bulldozer to literally dig for missing documents to 

pushing the state's courts to allow cameras to document proceedings. Bill had also been 

brave enough to sail the seas with John, noting his competitive spirit also spilled over into 

his leisure time. 

  

"He was always focused on how to run another half-mile out on the boat," Bill said, with a 

smile. 

  

Bill also talked about John's devotion to helping young journalists get their feet wet, 

noting that all Associated Press reporters currently working in the Columbia bureau were 

hired during his tenure as bureau chief.  

  

As his final hire, in October 2005, I for one am glad he was willing to give a chance to those 

of us just starting out. I hope we've made him proud. Bill also referenced the importance 

John placed on his Cherokee heritage, noting his work for the Cherokee Phoenix and 

mentoring of Native American journalists. 

  

In all, at least 10 current and former AP staffers hired by John were in attendance 

Thursday, as were several former and current editors and publishers of newspapers across 

South Carolina. Jay Bender, media attorney and longtime friend, said John would be 

buried in Beaufort where he and his wife, Debbie, have a retirement home. 

  

"Live your life like John Shurr," Jay told the crowd, recalling John's hesitation to put 

anything off. Sound advice, indeed. 

 

 -0- 

 

 Gifts in John's memory can be made to the South Carolina Press Association Freedom of 

Information Fund, 106 Outlet Pointe Blvd., Columbia, S.C. 29210. 

  

  

AP Interactive: 50th anniversary of Selma march 

  

EDITOR'S NOTE: In 1965 Martin Luther King Jr. led several attempts to march from Selma 

to Montgomery as part of the Selma Voting Rights Movement. The protesters 

encountered violent opposition from authorities and segregationists. But with federal 

backing, the demonstrators successfully made the four-day walk, a 50-mile stretch. That 

year, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which gave African-Americans the right to 

vote. Using the style and language of journalists of the era, including a reference to blacks 

as "Negroes," AP reporters captured the tension of the marches. Fifty years after its 

original publication, the AP is making available excerpts from a series of stories about the 

marches' progress. 
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Plans for a march 

  

By Rex Thomas 

Selma, Ala., March 4, 1965 
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Negro leaders mobilized their forces today for a 50-mile march to Alabama's historic State 

Capitol at Montgomery to dramatize anew their demands for racial equality. 

  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. leaving Selma for another speaking trip after walking four miles 

in the rain for the burial of a slain Negro laborer, said the long march will start Sunday 

afternoon. 

  

The question immediately arose whether state troopers would allow the Negroes to walk 

in mass formation along the highway or would stop them at the outskirts of this west 

Alabama city. 

  

Click here for a link to the story. (Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

Connecting mailbox 

  

Remembering Wick Temple and his family 
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Paul Stevens (Email) - Assembling and writing the AP multigenerational story on the Wick 

Temple family was for me, like producing Connecting itself, a labor of love. 

  

Wick was a guiding force in my 36-year AP career, beginning in just its very first year when 
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system-wide staff cutbacks by the AP in 1974 resulted in a position being cut in the Albany 

bureau - and the junior member of the staff, me, was the person who would lose his job. 

This in a rugged economy - remember sitting in gas lines for hours? - that forced the 

cutbacks and my wife Linda and me with a month-old baby, our first child. Wick was New 

York sports editor at the time and liked some of the sports work I had done in upstate 

New York, so he collaborated with Ron Thompson in Personnel to find an opening 

somewhere in the country. 

  

It turned out that St. Louis had an opening and although I am sure there were more 

qualified, experienced people for the opening there, Wick and Ron pushed through a 

transfer and my job was secured, and my career launched with Wick playing a key role in 

every step of the way. When I got my first bureau chief job, in Albuquerque, he was 

managing editor and was my first New Mexico APME keynote speaker. Our relationship 

and his support continued through bureau chief assignments in Indianapolis and Kansas 

City, before he died suddenly in early 2003. 

  

The plaque in his honor shown above was presented to Wick's family and AP New York on 

behalf of the then-current chiefs of bureau who revered Wick - and it continues to have a 

place of honor in AP headquarters today. Most all the bureau chiefs listed on the plaque 

are no longer in their positions and two of them, Kent Flanagan and John Shurr, recently 

died.  Linda Stowell died in 2011. Many of those whose names are on the plaque are 

Connecting colleagues. 

  

So that's why it was a privilege for me to work with Wick's children and his wife, Margy 

McCay, on the story.  

  

Did you have a mentor, a guiding force, in your AP career. Tell your colleagues about it 

and send your story my way. 

  

-0- 

  

About deleting cliches 

  

George Bria (Email) - About deleting clichés, you'd better have something fresher to 

substitute. Back in New York Radio in the 1950s  I remember veteran editor Bill Phillips 

hunched over a rewrite that a staffer had turned in. I was filing the wire and, waiting for 

the story, asked,:"What's the trouble, Bill, What are you doing?" He gave me a sardonic 

look and said, "I'm putting the clichés back in." 

  

-0- 

  

New to the Connecting 80s Club 

  

Mike Feinsilber (Email) - I might as well join those confessing they are in their 80s, having 

been born on May 7, 1934. I accept it intellectually, but not chronologically. I'm not a 

denier, but an age agnostic. 
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Connecting boo-boo's - silly mistakes we make 

  

First night soloing on the desk 

  
Tom Cohen (Email) - It was my first night on my own in the St. Louis bureau, shortly after 

joining AP full-time in 1984 following two temporary stints in Jefferson City and a year at 

the Columbia Daily Tribune. 

  

My boss, Eric Newhouse, and colleagues Ed Schafer, Paul LeBar and Paul Nowell had done 

their best to prepare me, but I still struggled with the various filing codes in the header. 

  

Like every AP staffer, that first night proved extraordinary. A woman fell off the stand-up 

roller coaster at the local Six Flags amusement park, and I found myself scrambling to nail 

down the specifics. 

  

Calls to the police and Six Flags got me basic information that everyone was reporting. As 

a St. Louis native, I knew which hospital was closest, so I called the emergency room. The 

nurse who answered told me the woman had died. Now I had serious news to break. 

  

I can't even remember if I filed an urgent (I don't think I knew how at that point). 

Whatever I filed went to the Missouri-Kansas wire and New York. Or so I thought. After 

more updates in ensuing hours, I went home feeling elated and perhaps a bit smug over 

my scoop on my first night. 

  

When I got to the office the next afternoon, everyone looked at me kind of funny. Eric 

called me into his tiny glassed-in cubicle and began by complimenting me on getting the 

news of the death. Then he asked why I didn't file the story to New York. 

  

"But I did," I answered, noting I had included the ny14 code (I think it was ny14). He just 

looked at me without any change in his expression. The code I used only put the story on a 

regional loop, he explained. I also needed ny99 (I think) to get it to the General Desk, as he 

and others had told me. When Paul Nowell arrived for the morning shift, New York was 

screaming for the story. My scoop never made the aaa-wire. Instead of an early success, I 

had failed. 

  

My heart sank into a hollow stomach. Eric concluded with a balanced message - good 

instincts on the story, but don't screw up the filing again. I tried not to for the next 20 

years. 

  

  

Big Holes In AP Report On Hillary's 'Homebrew' Email 

System 

  

Have you heard about that mysterious, vaguely sinister "homebrew" email server located 
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in the Clinton family's suburban New York home? That was yesterday's big revelation by 

the Associated Press, repeated everywhere, evidently without further reporting or 

checking by outlets both here and abroad. The headline: "Clinton Ran Own Computer 

System for Her Official Emails." 

  

Now that's a very hot story - but is it true? Several very large holes have now appeared in 

that tale - and the usually reliable AP seems to have quietly abandoned the most 

incriminating assertions in a rewritten version. 

  

Today's Daily Banter - an online publication I would recommend, by the way - carries a 

sharp post by Bob Cesca dismantling the AP story. As Cesca points out, the AP's original 

lede indicated that Clinton was "physically running her own email" via a "computer server" 

located in "her family's home" in Chappaqua, NY. But by the fourth graf, the AP story 

conceded: "It was not immediately clear exactly where Clinton ran that computer system." 

  

Moreover, Cesca reports, the AP seems to have misinterpreted the registration 

documents that formed the basis of its story - and the location of the Clinton email server 

is most likely to be found at Optimum Online, an Internet service provider owned by 

Cablevision in nearby Stamford, Connecticut. Not as sexy as that secretive basement setup 

in Chappaqua, but a lot more plausible. The Banter post names all the eager beavers, at 

outlets ranging from Gizmodo to Breitbart and the Washington Post, who broke out with 

indignant riffs on the AP's "scoop." 

  

Cesca's full post is well worth reading, and serves as fresh warning of what we ought to 

have learned from all the previous cycles of "Clinton scandal": Withhold judgment until all 

the facts are available, and don't immediately believe everything you read, even in news 

sources that normally appear trustworthy. The Clinton Rules are back - which in journalism 

means there are no rules at all. 

  

Click here for a link to the story. (Shared by Marc Humbert) 

  

  

AP Beat of the Week 

  

As senior U.S. and Iranian officials sat across a table last Sunday in Geneva, negotiating a 

nuclear deal with huge global implications, AP's Bradley Klapper and George Jahn went to 

top U.S. negotiators, telling them what they had learned. They were about to report that 

the two sides were homing in on a deal that would freeze Iran's nuclear program for at 

least 10 years and then slowly allow it to increase its production in exchange for sanctions 

relief.  

  

Wrong, U.S. officials told the reporters. All wrong. Clearly the Obama administration 

wasn't happy that Klapper and Jahn had ferreted out the news while negotiators were still 

at the table.  

  

The AP decided to hold the story overnight for further reporting _ which found that one 

small piece was indeed mistaken, but the rest was rock solid (and confirmed by officials 
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later.) After the story landed like a bombshell early Monday, a senator pressed Secretary 

of State John Kerry at a hearing: "So, are you saying the AP story is wrong?" Kerry replied, 

"Well, I guess I should say that's not how I would have written it." 

  

The story is the Beat of the Week. 

  

How did the reporters get their break? Jahn, based in Vienna, had had several exclusives 

over the past weeks on how the deal was shaping up and knew the talks were moving 

forward. A few days before leaving for Geneva, he checked with one of his key Vienna 

sources, who provided one of the first links. 

  

The US and Iran, the source said, were discussing an agreement that would allow Iran to 

ramp up its nuclear program during the last years of the deal,  if it honored its 

commitments during the initial parts of the agreement to keep limits on activities that 

could be used to make a bomb. He also said he had heard that the agreement would limit 

Iran to operating only uranium enriching centrifuges that are less efficient than more 

developed models Tehran had been testing. 

  

Meanwhile, Klapper, based in Washington but traveling with Kerry in Geneva, had heard 

similar details from officials on the deal's timespan _ 15 years in 2 phases _ and elements 

such as the number of permitted centrifuges and what types would be allowed for use in 

enrichment. 

  

In Geneva, the two shared notes and then conferred with a source. That official confirmed 

several aspects of what they had heard. 

  

Klapper and Jahn now had the details for an exclusive _ a deal that would clamp down on 

Iran's uranium enrichment program for at least 10 years but then reward compliance by 

allowing it to slowly expand it again for the remaning years of the agreement. They also 

had the confirmation  that Iran would be limited to its less efficient centrifuges for the 

duration of the deal. 

  

Jahn turned to a source who was busy with the talks and tight-lipped, but Jahn managed 

to squeeze out enough through text messages to realize that he and Klapper were right 

with the basics. 

  

The first story Monday spelled out a deal bound to generate blowback  from those arguing 

that the agreement did not sufficiently restrict Iran's bomb-making capacity. Checking 

with other sources paid off, and full confirmation of the original details came when U.S. 

officials did a background briefing for all reporters.   

  

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/phased-us-iran-nuclear-deal-taking-

shape-29158137 

  

Rival news agencies like Bloomberg had to cite AP, and the Wall Street Journal and New 

York Times only matched it after the background briefing. Interest groups on both side of 

the issue cited the AP. 
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For their bold, determined work on a story with incalculable ramifications worldwide, Jahn 

and Klapper win this week's $500 prize. 

  

(Shared by Valerie Komor) 

  

  

Welcome to Connecting 

 

  

  
Dennis Montgomery  (Email)    

  

Bob Lewis  (Email) 
  

  

Judy Lin  (Email) - AP Sacramento newswoman 

  
   

Stories of interest 

  

  

New Pew report: In cities big and small, readers still rely on traditional media for local 

news 
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If you're looking for the latest information on local weather, crime, or education, the place 

you turn for news likely depends on the options around you. In a targeted look at how 

residents read and react to local news, a new study from the Pew Research Center finds 

that almost 9 in 10 people follow local news closely, and that many still rely on TV and 

their daily newspaper. 

  

To be certain, this study is an unusually targeted window into the lives of news 

consumers. Researchers studied the media habits of people in three geographically and 

demographically different areas: Denver; Macon, Georgia; and Sioux City, Iowa. It's a 

chance to look at local news ecosystems outside the often noisy environments of the east 

and west coasts, but generalization is difficult - particularly when looking at metro areas 

with populations ranging from 2 million to 125,000. 

  

In all three cities, a higher percentage of residents closely follow local and neighborhood 

news than do national or international news. But Pew found what counts as "local news" 

varies within each region. Weather was the most closely followed subject in all three 

cities; in Denver, traffic and crime rounded out the top three; in Macon and Sioux City, 

crime and education were the second and third most followed topics. 

  

-0- 

  

The New York Times Rebuilds Media Desk After Buyouts 

  

NEW YORK -- The New York Times made a series of internal moves Thursday to strengthen 

its media desk following several buyouts in late 2014 and the recent death of columnist 

David Carr. 

  

"Brian Williams. Bill O'Reilly. Sony. The Buzzfeed dress. Our media report is fast-paced and 

unrelenting, at once both cutting-edge and deeply thoughtful," wrote business editor 

Dean Murphy and deputy business editor Peter Lattman in a memo to staff. "And it has 

long been central to The Times's business and cultural coverage, a signature topic for us 
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that has attracted the best and the brightest." 

  

Both executive editor Dean Baquet and Lattman recently signaled to Times public editor 

Margaret Sullivan that the media desk, reduced to a third of its peak of 16 editors and 

reporters, would soon be replenished. On Thursday, Murphy and Lattman announced 

several moves. 

  

-0- 

  

Rieder: At 79, launching a digital news start-up 

  

Gregory Favre learned early that transformational change in 

journalism was a fact of life. 

  

When he was 8 years old, it was his mission to fold the 

newspapers at the paper his dad owned in Bay St. Louis, 

Miss. And, according to Favre, no one ever folded 

newspapers better. 

  

When he was 10, his dad bought a machine to take over the 

folding. Young Gregory was distraught. Then he had a 

revelation: The skills that made him the best folder also 

made him the best machine operator. 

  

"Change is inevitable," Favre says. "You have to embrace 

change." 

  

And so he has. Long a distinguished figure in print journalism, Favre is launching a digital 

news operation to cover California government. At age 79. 

  

-0- 

  

Study shows the value of copy editing 

  

Consider the following sentence:  Their may be some mistakes, but we are the ones to 

place you're trust with. 

  

No news organization would print this sentence, and even the least grammatically 

sensitive people will be taken aback that I'm starting a blog post with it. But in an age of 

increasing pressure to push news out and keep a fresh digital presence, how important are 

such mistakes? 

  

It's a question taken up by Wayne State University Associate Professor Fred Vultee in an 

article forthcoming in the academic journal Digital Journalism. Copy editing, his results 

show, is good for business. Audiences can tell when an article isn't carefully edited, and it 

affects their perceptions about the news and their willingness to pay for it. 
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-0- 

  

A myth debunked: minorities may now be consuming more local news than whites, not 

less 

  

The Pew Research Center surveyed more than 3,600 news consumers in three cities last 

summer with a cluster of surprising results reported today. 

  

Top of that list: Minorities - African-Americans in Macon and Hispanics in metropolitan 

Denver - follow local news more intently than do whites.  Moreover they were twice as 

likely as whites to "feel they can have a big impact on the city." 

  

Past surveys, including Pew's own, have found minorities less educated, less wealthy and 

slightly less avid news consumers.  But those findings were for news generally rather than 

local matters. 

  

-0- 

  

My Year Ripping Off the Web With the Daily Mail Online  (Shared by Mark Mittelstadt) 

  

On July 11 of last year, the last day I arrived to work at the MailOnline newsroom in New 

York City and saw Keith Poole, our managing editor, standing outside smoking a cigarette. 

Even from a hundred yards away, it was clear that Poole-a generally pleasant Englishman 

who was the managing editor of the Daily Mail at the time-was agitated. It didn't take a 

detective to figure out why. 

  

Two days earlier, MailOnline, then the name of the online arm of London's Daily Mail 

tabloid newspaper, had issued a rare public apology, admitting it had published a bogus 

article about actor George Clooney's now mother-in-law, Baria Alamuddin. The story had 

claimed that Alamuddin, who is Lebanese, was telling "half of Beirut" that she opposed 

Clooney's then-upcoming marriage to her daughter for religious reasons. It had gone 

further to suggest that in the Druze religion-which the Mail falsely claimed Alamuddin 

practiced-marriages without family approval can result in the death of the bride. 

  

This anemic expression of regret was offered only after Clooney had written a scathing op-

ed for USA Today spotlighting the inaccuracies in the Mail's piece and trashing the 

publication's reporting. Clooney rejected the Mail's half-hearted apology with an even 

harsher essay, re-published by blogs and news sites around the web, in which he called 

the Mail "the worst kind of tabloid" and wrote that it had constructed a "premeditated lie" 

in an effort to create "religious tensions where there are none." 

  

-0- 

  

World Press Photo Strips Giovanni Troilo of His First Prize Win for Misrepresenting Photo 
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In a surprising turn of events, the World Press 

Photo organization has announced that it will 

be withdrawing the 1st prize award it had given 

photographer Giovanni Troilo for his 

Contemporary Issues series "The Dark Heart of 

Europe." This comes one day after a new claim 

surfaced that accused Troilo of misrepresenting 

where a photo was shot. 

  

Just to rewind a bit: last month, Troilo's photo 

series came under series scrutiny after the 

town he focused on accused him of staging his shots to paint it in a negative light. WPP 

investigated the claims but decided to stand by its award, saying that Troilo had not 

staged anything that would not have otherwise taken place. The photo world grumbled at 

the decision.  

  

Yesterday, photojournalist Bruno Stevens made a new claim that one of Troilo's photos 

hadn't been taken in the city he was documenting at all, but rather a city over 30 miles 

away. WPP reopened its investigation and, after doing so, has just announced that Troilo 

will be stripped of his award. 

  

It's conclusion "is that the story was not in compliance with the entry rules and therefore 

the award must be revoked." 

  

  

Today in History 

  

By The Associated Press 

  

Today is Friday, March 6, the 65th day of 2015. There are 300 days left in the year. 

  

Today's Highlight in History: 

  

On March 6, 1857, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Dred Scott v. Sandford that Scott, a 

slave, was not an American citizen and could not sue for his freedom in federal court. 

  

On this date: 

  

In 1834, the city of York in Upper Canada was incorporated as Toronto. 

  

In 1836, the Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, fell to Mexican forces after a 13-day siege. 

 

  

In 1853, Verdi's opera "La Traviata" premiered in Venice, Italy. 
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In 1933, a national bank holiday declared by President Franklin D. Roosevelt aimed at 

calming panicked depositors went into effect. Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak, wounded in 

an attempt on Roosevelt's life the previous month, died at a Miami hospital at age 59. 

  

In 1935, retired Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., died in Washington two 

days before his 94th birthday. 

  

In 1944, U.S. heavy bombers staged the first full-scale American raid on Berlin during 

World War II. 

  

In 1953, Georgy Malenkov was named premier of the Soviet Union a day after the death of 

Josef Stalin. 

  

In 1965, actress Margaret Dumont, perhaps best remembered for playing the foil in Marx 

Brothers comedies, died in Hollywood at age 82. 

  

In 1967, the daughter of Josef Stalin, Svetlana Alliluyeva (ah-lee-loo-YAY'-vah), appeared at 

the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi and declared her intention to defect to the West. 

  

In 1970, a bomb being built inside a Greenwich Village townhouse by the radical 

Weathermen accidentally went off, destroying the house and killing three group 

members. 

  

In 1983, in a case that drew much notoriety, a woman was gang-raped atop a pool table in 

a tavern in New Bedford, Massachusetts, called Big Dan's; four men were later convicted 

of the attack. 

  

In 1995, "The Jenny Jones Show" taped an episode on same-sex crushes during which 

Jonathan Schmitz learned his secret admirer was an acquaintance, Scott Amedure; three 

days later, Schmitz fatally shot Amedure. (Schmitz is serving a 25- to 50-year prison 

sentence for second-degree murder; the episode was never included in the "Jenny Jones" 

syndication package, but did air on Court TV.) 

  

Ten years ago: Italian journalist Giuliana Sgrena (zhoo-lee-AH'-nah ZGRAY'-nah) said 

American soldiers gave no warning before they opened fire on the car carrying her to the 

Baghdad airport, killing the Italian agent who'd just won her freedom after a month in 

captivity. The White House called the shooting a "horrific accident" and restated its 

promise to investigate fully. Actress Teresa Wright died in New Haven, Connecticut, at age 

86. Hans Bethe, the winner of the 1967 Nobel Prize in physics who'd played a central role 

in the building of the atomic bomb, died in Ithaca, New York, at age 98. 

  

Five years ago: Voters in Iceland resoundingly rejected a $5.3 billion plan to repay Britain 

and the Netherlands for debts spawned by the collapse of an Icelandic bank. The Louisville 

Cardinals gave Freedom Hall a memorable send-off by upsetting No. 1 Syracuse 78-68. 

  

One year ago: Ukraine lurched toward breakup as lawmakers unanimously declared they 
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wanted to join Russia and planned to put the decision to voters; President Barack Obama 

condemned the move and the West imposed the first real sanctions against Russia. 

Actress-singer Sheila MacRae, 92, died in Englewood, New Jersey. 

  

Today's Birthdays: Former FBI and CIA director William Webster is 91. Former Federal 

Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan is 89. Former Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova 

is 78. Former Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond, R-Mo., is 76. Actress-writer Joanna Miles is 75. 

Actor Ben Murphy is 73. Opera singer Dame Kiri Te Kanawa is 71. Singer Mary Wilson (The 

Supremes) is 71. Rock musician Hugh Grundy (The Zombies) is 70. Rock singer-musician 

David Gilmour (Pink Floyd) is 69. Actress Anna Maria Horsford is 68. Actor-director Rob 

Reiner is 68. Singer Kiki Dee is 68. Fox News reporter John Stossel is 68. Composer-lyricist 

Stephen Schwartz is 67. Rock singer-musician Phil Alvin (The Blasters) is 62. Sports 

correspondent Armen Keteyian is 62. Actor Tom Arnold is 56. Former child actress 

Suzanne Crough (kroh) is 52. Actor D.L. Hughley is 51. Country songwriter Skip Ewing is 51. 

Actor Shuler Hensley is 48. Actress Connie Britton is 48. Actress Moira Kelly is 47. Actress 

Amy Pietz is 46. Rock musician Chris Broderick (Megadeth) is 45. Former NBA player and 

College Basketball Hall of Famer Shaquille O'Neal is 43. Country singer Trent Willmon is 42. 

Country musician Shan Farmer (Ricochet) is 41. Rapper Beanie Sigel is 41. Rapper Bubba 

Sparxxx is 38. Rock musician Chris Tomson (Vampire Weekend) is 31. Actor Eli Marienthal 

is 29. Actor Jimmy Galeota is 29. Rapper/producer Tyler, the Creator is 24. Actor Dillon 

Freasier (Film: "There Will Be Blood") is 19. Actress Savannah Stehlin is 19. 

  

Thought for Today: "Le sens commun n'est pas si commun." (Common sense is not so 

common.) - Voltaire, French author and philosopher (1694-1778). 
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