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For the latest news and photos from the AP, click these:

Top AP news
Top AP photos

Colleagues,
 
Good Wednesday morning!
 
Leading off with:
 

Dave Goldberg honored in Canton
 
Connecting colleague Tom Jory shares:
 
Dave Goldberg's brother, Lenny, was in Canton, Ohio, last weekend to accept the Dick
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McCann Memorial Award for Lifetime
Achievement from the Pro Football Writers
Association, on behalf of Dave, who passed away
in February at the age of 73.
 
Dave covered pro football for AP for a quarter-
century until his retirement in 2009, and was a
member of the Hall of Fame Selection Committee
from 1993 to 2014. During the induction
ceremonies for the HOF class of 2015, Lenny, who
lives in Davis, California, spoke to many players
and coaches with whom Dave worked over the
years, including hall of famers Steve Young and
Marv Levy as well as guests Peyton Manning and
Tony Dungy and ESPN's Chris Berman, who was
emcee for the event. All spoke highly of Dave's
skill, integrity and knowledge of the game, and
recalled fondly their many conversations with him.
 

The presentation of the
McCann award was preceded by a video clip showing Dave at
work, at one point questioning former NFL commissioner Paul
Tagliabue on the effectiveness of league policy on the hiring of
African-American coaches and executives. At the invitation of
Lenny and Dave's sister, Myra, I was their guest at the HOF
enshrinement. I was Dave's colleague and close friend for more
than 40 years, after our transfer to the General Desk in 1974.
 

Paul
 

The AP's Mission to Save the Exit Poll
 
By SCOTT BLAND
National Journal
 
Exit pollsters do their work in a few short days, but the information they glean dominates
the political conversation for years.
 
That's because the surveys conducted outside voting precincts are the single-best tool for
understanding American politics. They generate a treasure trove of data-about who votes,
who they voted for, and why-that tell the story of how each election was won and lost.
 



But now, as more voters cast ballots early or by mail and polling those voters becomes
more costly and potentially less reliable, the exit polls are getting more expensive, too-and
might even be losing some of their predictive power. Rising costs already convinced the
National Election Pool, the media consortium that conducts U.S. exit polls, to abandon
some exit polls in nonbattleground states in 2012, leaving observers without a presidential
election's worth of data in rapidly changing states like Georgia and Texas.
 

In response, the Associated Press is trying
to build the exit poll of the future.
 
Last month, the media organization won a
$250,000 Knight News Challenge grant to
conduct experiments aimed at building a
poll that's both reliable and cost-effective
in 21st-century conditions.
 
Over the next 15 months, the news

organization and its polling partners will use the money to test online survey methods
during real campaigns, from the 2015 Kentucky governor's race through next year's
presidential elections. By the time it closes the books on the 2016 elections, AP hopes to
have identified survey methods that it can recommend to the NEP, which includes the
main broadcast and cable news networks, for use in the official exit poll in future
elections.
 
The exit poll's main challenge arises when voters avoid the traditional exit and don't
actually go to the polls on Election Day. (Instead, rising numbers vote by mail or cast a
ballot in person during an early voting period.) The NEP has to supplement its traditional
interviews outside voter precincts with telephone polling to reach them, and phone
polling is getting both more difficult and more expensive. Regulations governing calls to
cell phones have driven up pollsters' costs, and nosediving response rates to phone
surveys-often less than one-in-10 people called participate in a survey-threaten the
accuracy of the surveys at the same time by making it less likely to contact a truly random
sample of people.
 
"In the last decade or so, people have really changed the way they vote," said David Pace,
AP's Washington news editor. "It used to be everybody voted in their neighborhood
precinct and exit polls worked great. ... But one-third of voters voted absentee in 2012,
totally out of the reach of exit pollsters" standing outside precincts. "That's a trend that's
been growing for eight-to-10 years," Pace continued.
 
That led the NEP to conduct supplementary phone polls in 35 states in 2012, Pace said.
But that raises the cost issue of phones.
 
"It's really not financially sustainable," said Pace. "So we're looking ahead and
experimenting because, if this trend keeps going, it's going to make it harder and harder
and more and more expensive to adapt exit polls to the current environment."
 
That's where relatively cheap but less proven online polling comes in. A pollster can't



contact a random sample of Internet users the same way they can approach random
voters outside a precinct or dial random telephone numbers. But researchers are
investigating different ways to approximate the voting population online, where asking
them questions costs a fraction of conducting a phone poll.
 
One of AP's polling partners, GfK, has already been running experiments comparing online
polling with the regular exit polls. In 2014, the firm blended results from different online
panels (one built to look like a representative sample of the population and one in which
respondents simply volunteered to participate) to project the results of Senate and
gubernatorial races in Georgia and Illinois.
 
The online survey performed comparably to the regular exit poll in those states, with a
slightly smaller average error, according to slides AP and GfK presented at the American
Association for Public Opinion Research conference this spring.
 
"Like every industry, we're facing cost pressure," said GfK managing director Annie Weber.
"One of the big moves is to move away from some of the more traditional modes of
reaching respondents-in-person or even by telephone is increasingly challenging today. So
we're trying to explore how to do high-caliber, consistently accurate polling online."
 
Online polling was an anathema to many survey researchers in its infancy, but the various
pressures facing the industry has sparked intense interest in reliable online polling.
 
"The question is less clear than it used to be," said Steve Koczela, the president of Boston-
based MassINC Polling Group and a former president of the New England chapter of
AAPOR. "Online, you gain a number of things. People can respond whenever they want,
and there's various advantages to administering a poll like that. But you do lose that
relationship to the science that polling was built on. Yet that relationship is being frayed
by a lot of other things, too."
 
AP's research project is separate from the regular exit poll, according to Joe Lenski, who
supervises the NEP exit poll as an executive vice president at Edison Research. But Lenski
said he, too, recognizes the need to explore new methods and techniques. The NEP as a
whole has done its own research and experiments in recent years aimed at updating and
streamlining the exit poll, especially since rising costs convinced the pool to abandon some
states 2012.
 
Exit-polling "is becoming an issue not just in the United States but in countries around the
world," Lenski said. "Some of the particular issues the U.S. has are unique, but issues with
exit-polling in general is not unique."
 
Click here for a link to this story. Shared by Mike Holmes.

 

Richard Pyle's most unusual story
came on first day on the job
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Richard Pyle (Email) - In considering Connecting editor Paul Stevens' request for
``most unusual AP stories,'' I mulled over a number of candidates from a 49-year career,
only to realize that the best choice was the first AP story I ever wrote, on my first day on
the job, and earned me my first byline.
 
And if that's not "unusual" enough, the dateline was Hell.
 
---
 
In the summer of 1960, I had been working for three years at a medium-size newspaper,
the (Royal Oak) Daily Tribune, in Detroit's populous northern suburbs of Oakland County. I
was the lead police reporter on a news staff of about 20 people, guided by Grant Howell, a
dynamic, no-BS editor, well-known and respected in journalism well beyond his suburban
turf.
 
The Trib was an AP paper - as were the majority of Michigan's dailies - but that didn't keep
Howell from being frank and even caustic about what he saw as the limitations and
deficiencies of the world's largest news agency.    
      

mailto:richarpy29@gmail.com


 

Which was why, when AP Detroit bureau chief Clem Brossier called to offer me a job, I was
almost afraid to tell Howell. But he knew I was getting career-antsy, and gave me his
blessing.
 



Thus one morning in late August I reported for work at the AP's dayside office in the
Detroit News building on West Lafayette Street.  It was my first visit to a wire service
bureau, and although the frenetic soft hammering of teletype machines was familiar from
the Tribune, I wondered what all those people were doing, other than ignoring me. 
 
One guy was sitting at a typewriter, wearing earphones and shouting repeatedly, ``Go
ahead!'' at (not into)  one of those old-fashioned standup telephones.  Someone
eventually explained that he was the radio editor, taking news from AP member stations
from Alpena to Kalamazoo.
 
Other staffers became friendly to the new guy (maybe remembering their own first days
on the job) but I was much relieved when news editor Charlie Cain handed me a scrap of
paper and said, ``Here, young man. See if you can check this out.''
 
Finally! An assignment! Something to do!
 
It was a brief item from the AP Regional desk in Washington, saying a Michigan
Congressman, Charles Chamberlain, had proposed legislation to establish a U.S. Postal
substation in Hell, Michigan, a small village not far from Ann Arbor.
 
The point being that Hell, being on state highway maps, attracted a steady flow of tourists
and other folks wishing to send postcards to friends and families saying "Greetings from
Hells." Only to discover, to their dismay, that all such mail was postmarked in nearby
Pinckney, Mich.
 
I don't remember but it probably took an hour or two to arrange a phone interview with a
restaurant and store proprietor in Hell, Mich., choose the right cliches about Hell, and
write the story.
 
I do recall that a few minutes after I gave the finished product to Charlie Cain, he walked
back with it in hand. I expected some criticism, maybe even a do-over order. But he said,
``What's your byline, young man?'' ``Richard,'' I replied (perhaps sealing myself off forever,
I could only hope, from the nickname ``Dick'').
 
The story went to the wire filer, and I was about to move with an editor to the AP
Nightside office at the Free Press, (this was AP, after all) when Charlie Cain handed me
another message.  It was from the AP World Service Desk, and said something like:
 
APW FOR DT
YR HELL MICH GETTING SMASH PLAY FRONT PAGES LONDON
LD
 
I never again wondered if I had made a mistake in signing on with the Associated Press.
And that was reinforced the next day when Clem Brossier called me into his office and
showed me another wire message. It was from New York. It said: ``A deep bow to Dick
Pyle,'' and was signed ``Sam Blackman.'' Naturally I had to ask who that was, and had to
concede that if the AP's General News Editor wanted to call me ``Dick,'' it was probably
OK.



 
---
 
As a postscript, I should mention that just as my choice of ``most unusual'' story came at
the start of my AP career, the only alternative I considered came a few months from the
end. That was the ``Miracle on the Hudson in January 2009, surely one of the most
amazing events any of us ever covered. Although at least one employee at AP
headquarters who saw the jetliner's forced splashdown, I was the first AP staffer to reach
the riverbank (ahead of the first FDNY crews) and walked the shoreline as it slowly drifted
downriver with passengers gathered on the wings. But there were several other AP
staffers on the story before it ended, and I don't know if the NYC desk included my name
in the credits.
 
EDITOR'S NOTE:  Share with Connecting the story of the most unusual story
you covered.
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Lesson learned, remembered 38 years later
 
Carole Feldman - Here's a boo-boo.
 
I was a newbie in the Newark bureau, when it was the control bureau for New Jersey, and
was assigned to do a story on a company (I have absolutely no recollection which one)
going under. I got the papers from bankruptcy court and wrote a story about Company X
filing for bankruptcy.  Except the company had filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.
I had no idea that there were different kind of bankruptcy filings. The company demanded
a correction, which we did. And, it's a lesson I still remember to this day, about 38 years
later.
 
-0-

AP team covering Ferguson 



 
David Carson of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch shares this photo of the AP team covering
the one-year anniversary of Ferguson this week and the violence that ensued Monday
night. From left: Jim Suhr, Jeff Roberson and Jim Salter.

-0-
 

Support of an AP spouse
 
Barry Sweet - I remember the old days when my wife Raleigh would help out.  In fact
she and I  once  photographed a Final  Four together.  Not like today's with big staffs.  Not
to mention all the years with phone calls from New York  at 5 am because of the time zone
difference.
 
-0-
 

On the feminicide discussion
 
Claude Erbsen - A sidebar to the "feminicide" discussion:
 
Hedy and I were in Brazil when you first broached the topic, while social media there were
having a field day at the expense of the country's poll-challenged and gaffe-prone
president, Dilma Rousseff.
 
The cause of their mirth? She had just delivered a speech in which she referred to "homo
sapiens and woman sapiens" in a misguided effort at political correctness or even
handedness.
 



And, speaking of Brazil, we were there when the Rio bureau's splendid and superbly
sourced blockbuster on water pollution at Olympic venues hit the wire.
 
For days on end, the local media referred to it, and to the follow-up stories, always
crediting AP as the source.  That was the good part.  On the other, darker side of the coin,
there were occasional undertones of suspicion about a foreign conspiracy to undermine
Brazil. It manifested itself in the form of questions about why AP -- a foreign news
organization -- would bother to do such a deep investigation in Brazil. It's not a new
phenomenon. Brazilians are deeply nationalistic, and while they feel free to criticize the
country and its leaders to a fare-thee-well, they bristle at anything even resembling
criticism by foreigners, seeing it as part of a plot against them.
 
-0-
 

The events of Ferguson
 
Sam Montello - For a year now we have read about the first episode that started the
events in Ferguson.  I wonder could another writer have said:  A veteran police officer in
trying to arrest a drugged, monstrous, 6'8" 268lb felon was resisted and assaulted and
could only protect himself by shooting this wild and uncontrolled teen-ager?
 
-0-
 

Megyn Kelly did her homework
 
Bob Egelko - I've been reading commentators, including some in this forum, who
criticize Megyn Kelly of Fox News for not being sufficiently "objective" in her questioning
of Donald Trump, or of "going after" Trump. As far as I'm concerned, Kelly did just what a
journalist on a debate panel should do: She did her homework and found some things in
Trump's past that he would prefer not to talk about, like his labeling of disfavored women
as "fat pigs, dogs, slobs and disgusting animals." She then asked him -- not why he was
such a sexist -- but whether these remarks showed a presidential temperament, and how
he would answer Hillary Clinton's contention that he was part of a Republican war on
women. Trump's response, as we saw, was first to impugn Rosie O'Donnell and then to
attack Kelly, in terms that showed his previous verbiage was no aberration. And when he
got called on his obvious reference ("blood coming out of her wherever") to menstruation,
he said only a "deviant" could interpret his words that way.
 
Color me deviant, and a new admirer of Megyn Kelly.
 
 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday



 
To
 

Christine Yi  (Email)
 

Gordon Sakamoto  (Email) - Happy 80th!
 

Jim Clarke  (Email)
 

Brad Martin  (Email)
 
 

Welcome to Connecting

  
Carol Robinson  (Email)

 
 

Stories of interest
 
Newspaper corrects: The Pope was Catholic  (Poynter)
 
In its daily roundup of corrections and clarifications, The Times made an important
distinction about the religion of former Pope John Paul II (née Karol Wojtyla), whom it said
in an earlier column was not an acolyte of the church he led:
 
Karol Wojtyla was referred to in Saturday's Credo column as "the first non-Catholic pope
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for 450 years". This should, of course, have read "non-Italian". We apologise for the error.
In other scripture-related errors The New York Times earlier this year confused which sea
Moses parted. It was, of course, the Red Sea.
 
Click here to read more. Shared by Bob Daugherty.
 
-0-
 
Canadian TV journalist is charged in incident related to 2014 Ferguson
coverage  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch)
 
A Canadian TV journalist has become at least the third charged almost a year after being
detained while covering the protests in Ferguson, his employer reports.
 
CTV's Los Angeles Bureau Chief Tom Walters is facing a charge of interfering with a police
officer. Walters was detained on Aug. 20, 2014, after trying to ask Missouri Highway Patrol
Capt. Ron Johnson a question. His arrest was captured on video.
 
"CTV News strongly condemns the charges filed by St. Louis County against CTV News
correspondent Tom Walters while he reported on the protests in Ferguson, Missouri last
August," CTV News President Wendy Freeman said in a statement Tuesday.
 
Click here to read more.
 
-0-
 
Brian Williams' suspension is over  (CNN Money)
 
It's been six months since Williams was suspended without pay by NBC News for telling an
exaggerated story about a helicopter mission during the Iraq War. The network confirmed
to CNNMoney that the suspension is over.
 
NBC told CNNMoney on Tuesday that Williams will assume his new role as a breaking
news anchor for MSNBC in mid-September, but no date has been set.
The suspension began in February after Williams was forced to recant his claim to have
been aboard a helicopter that was struck by a rocket-propelled grenade in 2003. Soon,
Williams and NBC faced questions about other suspicious anecdotes he had shared
publicly over the years.
 
Click here to read more.
 
-0-
 
Nine Charged in Insider Trading Case Tied to Hackers  (New York Times)
 
It was a symbiotic relationship that brought together the underbelly of Wall Street and the
dark reaches of the online world.
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From their suburban homes in the United States, dozens of rogue stock traders would
send overseas hackers a shopping list of corporate news releases they wanted to get a
sneak peek at before they were made public. The hackers, working from Ukraine, would
then deliver how-to videos by email with instructions for gaining access to the pilfered
earnings releases.
 
In all, 32 traders and hackers reaped more than $100 million in illegal proceeds in a
sophisticated and brazen scheme that is the biggest to marry the wizardry of computer
hacking to old-fashioned insider trading, according to court filings made public on
Tuesday. One of the men, Vitaly Korchevsky, a hedge fund manager and former Morgan
Stanley employee living in a Philadelphia suburb, made $17 million in illegal profits, the
indictment said.
 
Click here to read more.
 
 

The Final Word
 
 

Drone Video Captures Bruising Mid-Air Encounter With
Eagle
 

 
An Australian drone user had an unexpected encounter with a feisty raptor when the
drone he was piloting was hit by an eagle flying at full speed.
 
"It survived," Adam Lancaster said about his drone, "but I need $100 in parts to get it
going again."
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The Wedge-Tailed Eagle also survived the impact, according to Lancaster, who said she
"hovered over to make sure we had learned our lesson."
 
Click here to read more and view the video.

Today in History - August 12, 2015
 
By The Associated Press
 
Today is Wednesday, August 12, the 224th day of 2015. There are 141 days left in the
year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On August 12, 1985, the world's worst single-aircraft disaster occurred as a crippled Japan
Airlines Boeing 747 on a domestic flight crashed into a mountain, killing 520 people. (Four
people survived.)

On this date:

In 1867, President Andrew Johnson sparked a move to impeach him as he defied Congress
by suspending Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton.

In 1898, fighting in the Spanish-American War came to an end.

In 1902, International Harvester Co. was formed by a merger of McCormick Harvesting
Machine Co., Deering Harvester Co. and several other manufacturers.

In 1915, the novel "Of Human Bondage," by William Somerset Maugham, was first
published in the United States, a day before it was released in England.

In 1939, the MGM movie musical "The Wizard of Oz," starring Judy Garland, had its
world premiere at the Strand Theater in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, three days before
opening in Hollywood.

In 1944, during World War II, Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., eldest son of Joseph and Rose
Fitzgerald Kennedy, was killed with his co-pilot when their explosives-laden Navy plane
blew up over England.

In 1953, the Soviet Union conducted a secret test of its first hydrogen bomb.

In 1960, the first balloon communications satellite - the Echo 1 - was launched by the
United States from Cape Canaveral.

In 1962, one day after launching Andrian Nikolayev into orbit, the Soviet Union also sent
up cosmonaut Pavel Popovich; both men landed safely August 15.
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In 1978, Pope Paul VI, who had died August 6 at age 80, was buried in St. Peter's Basilica.

In 1981, IBM introduced its first personal computer, the model 5150, at a press
conference in New York.

In 1994, Woodstock '94 opened in Saugerties, New York.

Ten years ago: A NASA spacecraft, the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, began a seven-
month voyage to the Red Planet. Sri Lanka's foreign minister (Lakshman Kadirgamar), an
ethnic Tamil, was shot to death by snipers in Colombo.

Five years ago: General Motors Co. chief Ed Whitacre announced he was stepping down as
CEO on September 1, 2010, saying his mission was accomplished as the company reported
its second straight quarterly profit. (Whitacre was succeeded as CEO by GM board
member Daniel Akerson.)

One year ago: Steve Ballmer officially became the new owner of the Los Angeles Clippers;
the sale closed after a California court confirmed the authority of Shelly Sterling, on behalf
of the Sterling Family Trust, to sell the franchise. (Her husband, Donald Sterling, had
unsuccessfully fought the sale of the team he owned since 1981 in court.) Lauren
Bacall, 89, the slinky, sultry-voiced actress who created on-screen magic with Humphrey
Bogart in "To Have and Have Not" and "The Big Sleep" and off-screen magic in one of
Hollywood's most storied marriages, died in New York.

Today's Birthdays: Former Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark., is 90. Actor George Hamilton is
76. Actress Dana Ivey is 74. Actress Jennifer Warren is 74. Rock singer-musician Mark
Knopfler (Dire Straits) is 66. Actor Jim Beaver is 65. Singer Kid Creole is 65. Jazz musician
Pat Metheny is 61. Actor Sam J. Jones is 61. Actor Bruce Greenwood is 59. Country singer
Danny Shirley is 59. Pop musician Roy Hay (Culture Club) is 54. Rapper Sir Mix-A-Lot is 52.
Actor Peter Krause (KROW'-zuh) is 50. Actor Brent Sexton is 48. International Tennis Hall
of Famer Pete Sampras is 44. Actor-comedian Michael Ian Black is 44. Actress Yvette
Nicole Brown is 44. Actress Rebecca Gayheart is 44. Actor Casey Affleck is 40. Rock
musician Bill Uechi (Save Ferris) is 40. Actress Maggie Lawson is 35. Actress Dominique
Swain is 35. Actress Leah Pipes (TV: "The Originals") is 27. Actress Imani Hakim is 22.

Thought for Today: "The secret to life is meaningless unless you discover it yourself." -
From "Of Human Bondage" by W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965).

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!

Here are some suggestions:
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- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service
spanned two or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories
- with ideas on such work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and

your career, and what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have
been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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