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For the latest news and photos from the AP, click these:

Top AP news
Top AP photos

Colleagues,
 
Good Tuesday morning! And here's to the first day of September 2015!
 
I've received more than a dozen responses from Connecting colleagues who do a blog or
host a web site, and will share that information in the next couple days.
 
If you have not yet responded, please do so today so your work can be included. Send me
a paragraph describing what you produce and the link.
 
Meanwhile, Monday's edition that featured the AP News Test evoked lots of memories,
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shared in today's edition. One of my favorites, from Sally Hale, AP Philadelphia-based
director of regional media for Pennsylvania/New York/New Jersey, who recalled:
 
Remember the lemonade stand story on the later news test?
Two girls were forced to shut down their stand at a festival
because they didn't have a permit. I once had an applicant who
embellished the story, with the girls lacing the lemonade with
cyanide and people falling dead on the street. I called the
applicant and asked him, "What on earth were you thinking?"
He said, "Well, you told me to be creative." He went on to an
illustrious career as a Hollywood script writer.
 
Can anyone top that?
 
Paul
 
 

Memories of the AP News Writing Test
 
Joni Beall - I remember the AP test I took to be hired in Richmond. One vocabulary word
was crambo. I guessed it was the latest Conan-Rambo film.
 
-0-
 
Lew Ferguson - I took no test when I was recruited and hired by Oklahoma City COB
Wilbur Martin in June of 1960 as a vacation relief staffer. I never heard of any tests in
those days. I had worked 2 1/2 years at my hometown daily, an AP member, and AP hired
me at the two-year scale of $94.75 a week, plus I got $7 a week night differential. When I
went to Sioux Falls, S.D., my first permanent duty station that September. I lost the night
differential.
 
-0-
 
Mike Harris - The copy of the AP application test in Monday's Connecting ticked off a
favorite memory for me.
 
In late 1968, I was a raw rookie working as a sports writer at the Rockford (IL) Morning
Star and Register-Republic. I walked into work one day a few minutes early for my 5 p.m.
to 1 a.m. shift and was promptly summoned to the sports editor's office. I couldn't think
what I had done wrong, but it definitely made me nervous.
 
Instead of chewing me out, the sports editor informed me he was leaving for a new job
and suggested I do the same. ``You're the eighth man on an eight-man staff and you're
going to be better than anybody we've got. I was going to move you along, but I'm leaving
and I think you should think about it, too.''
 



He suggested getting some experience working for a wire
service. He had worked for UPI for several years and found it
a great learning platform.
 
After some thought and discussion with my newlywed wife, I
decided to call an old friend who worked at the AP and ask
him for some advice. He said UPI was facing financial
problems and a troubled future and suggested I contact the
AP.
 
I called NY and talked to someone in personnel, who said I
should call the bureau closest to me to arrange an interview
and to take the test. I had the choice of Milwaukee or
Chicago and decided to call Chicago. Bureau Chief Al Orton
greeted my call warmly and we set up an appointment.
 
The night before we stayed with my in-laws in the Chicago suburb of Skokie and, early the
next morning, I headed for the city. I grabbed a Sun Times on the platform of the Skokie
Swift train, sat down in a seat and was greeted by a story on the front page that was
surrounded by a thick black border.
 
``The AP Facing First Strike In Its Long History,'' it read.
 
What to do?
 
I decided to at least see what the situation was before aborting. I got to the office building
on the corner of Randolph and LaSalle in The Loop and saw the picket line set up by
Newspaper Guild members. Of course, nobody knew me and there were other offices in
the building, so I took a deep breath and went in.
 
The AP office was total chaos. I stood by the door for several minutes before a white-
haired gentleman approached me.
 
``Can I help you?'' he asked.
 
``I have an appointment to see Mr. Orton,'' I replied.
 
He grimaced. ``I'm Al Orton and I'm so sorry I forgot to call you and reschedule. We have
two choices: you can come back after the strike is settled or you can take the materials,
find a quiet corner and just leave the finished test on my desk. I can call you when the
strike is settled.''
 
I chose the latter and spent most of the morning taking that test with nobody paying any
attention to me. I redid several of the sections, including writing a traffic fatality, several
times, ignoring the instructions about being timed. Then I put the test on Mr. Orton's desk
and went home.''
 
The strike lasted exactly seven days and the settlement was a landmark in the journalism



world, with salaries escalating considerably and other important improvements in working
conditions spelled out in the new contract.
 
Meanwhile, Judy and I went back to Rockford and I went back to work, figuring I might
hear from the AP sometime in the future. Two days after the strike was settled, I was
getting ready to leave for work and the phone rang. I answered and heard, ``This is Al
Orton. How soon can you start?''
 
Two weeks later, I left Rockford and began my wonderful 41-year sojourn at the AP,
working as a newsman in Chicago.
 
But that's not the end of the test story. Two years later, I had been transferred to
Indianapolis as the Indiana sports editor. I walked into the office one afternoon and
bureau chief Tom Dygard's secretary, Margaret Hull, called me over. ``Didn't you take the
AP test?'' she asked.
 
``Sure,'' I replied.
 
``Well, NY says you didn't finish it and they said you need to take it now,'' she explained.
 
Here I was more than two years into my AP career, having been taken off probation early,
gotten several raises, getting promoted and transferred and I was sitting there in the back
of the office taking the test again and wondering if they could decide I wasn't good
enough for the job.
 
Fortunately, I never heard anything more about it.
 
And, by the way, I was became a member of the Guild as soon as I was eligible and
remained a member in good standing to the last day of my career.
 
-0-
 
Gene Herrick - Giggle, giggle, "There weren't no test" for me.  In the beginning I applied
for a job when I was 16, in 1943.  Traffic Bureau chief John Pfadt said I could be an office
boy.  At the first meeting, he also asked me to provide a birth certificate because he didn't
think I was 16.
 
"Last time I saw you was in the arms of your father."  I went to work on second shift as an
office boy.  I noticed my check was a different color than the other members of the staff. 
Mr. Pfadt later said it was because he hired me just for the summer as part-time, which is
what he thought I wanted.  I told him no, "I want to work for The Associated Press, and
full-time."  Thus began my 28 year AP career; office boy, Wirephoto operator, Teletype
operator, and staff photographer (which started in 1946).
 
It was a decision I will never forget or regret.
 
-0-
 



Joe McGowan -   I was editor of the semi-weekly Torrington (WY) Telegram and was
unhappy with the publisher. I put out the word that I was looking and soon a friend told
me AP had an opening in Cheyenne. I contacted COB John Jameson in Denver and he said I
needed to come to Denver and take the test.
 
I asked to take it the following Saturday. (Poor John, he was willing to come to the bureau
on a Saturday to give a test). BUT, on Friday a real blizzard hit southeastern Wyoming. I
called John and said I would have to make it a week later.  He said to me: "Well, give two
weeks notice to your boss and report to the Cheyenne bureau to correspondent Bob
Leeright."
 
I went to work without taking the test.
 
-0-
 
Joe McKnight - No test was taken or required when I hired on in Atlanta in March, 1991.
But I did worry the helll outa Lew Hawkins, who was in the process of taking over the
Georgia/Alabama territory from legendary William C. "Bill" Caldwell, who was retiring.
 
I was working in Birmingham at the time for the weekly Alabama Baptist newspaper
supported by the Alabama Baptist Convention, a job I took as best available when I
graduated from college in June 1950. Leroy Simms, AP correspondent in Birmingham, was
one of a number of sources I approached about a job, and he eventually told me to write
to Hawkins. I got a polite response saying there were no openings available. At Simms'
suggestion, I responded with a request for an application, which Lew sent me and I
promptly completed and returned. A week or so later Simms told me he thought there
might be an opening coming up in Atlanta. And he revealed that Hawkins would be in
Mobile on the coming weekend for a meeting of Alabama newspaper editors. I found out
what hotel Hawkins would stay at and sent him a telegram reminding him of my interest.
 
Then, in mid-March, 1951, Simms called and told me Hawkins had said there was an
opening in Atlanta to start on Monday a week hence, if I wanted the job. I learned later
that I was the numerical replacement on the Atlanta staffer George McArthur, who
became a war correspondent in Korea. (Anybody know whatever happened to him?) I
gave my Baptist preacher/editor three-days notice in Birmingham and drove to Atlanta on
Sunday, got a room at a downtown YMCA that was within walking distance of the AP
office, and reported for work at 8 a.m. Monday.
 
It took about a week for me to realize I was in a job way over my head and working with a
bunch of pros who didn't joke about their work. But I was too dumb to quit.
 
It took about 30 years to realize I probably would not be fired or that my job would be
eliminated.
 
-0-
 
Walter Mears - No test in my long ago hiring - 1955. Boston COB Pat Yale had me



rewrite a story from the Boston Herald, checked my typing skill and writing at the same
time. Then said ok - $55 a week.
 
-0-
 
Peggy Walsh - I wasn't surprised that Larry Blasko had the test!  What a blast from the
past. I remember taking it in 1975 in Phoenix.  I obviously passed but I do remember I was
really nervous. I worked summer relief in Phoenix when Nixon resigned and then
probationary to full time in Atlanta.
 

AP's Jacquelyn Martin's Secret Service
Instagram Takeover

 
On Monday, August 24, Associated Press staff photographer Jacquelyn Martin
took over AP Images' Instagram feed with her photo essay offering a behind the
scenes look at the U.S. Secret Service.

Below, Martin explains her ongoing interest in the agency and provides insight
into her compelling photo essay.

The U.S. Secret Service is the agency charged with protecting the life of U.S.
President Barack Obama, and celebrated its 150th birthday this past July.

According to a recent AP article, the scandal-plagued agency has been in the
spotlight since 2012 when more than a dozen agents and officers were caught up



in a prostitution scandal in advance of a presidential trip to Colombia. Since then, a
series of embarrassing security incidents has left the agency on its third director in
less than three years.

Despite the agency's troubles, the men and women who serve as agents continue
to put themselves in harms way, willing to take a bullet for the President of the
United States. They serve long hours away from their families and homes,
dedicating their lives to serving the country in this unique way. No matter the party
in power, these agents put their lives on the line every day.

As one of the AP photographers covering the White House I have an inside view.
From within the traveling press corps, I became fascinated by the Secret Service
and its visual alphabet of dark suits, sunglasses, and earpieces. It's important for
me as a photographer to find personal projects to work on, and it was during this
coverage that I began to look for moments happening among the Secret Service
agents to form this essay. The agency has its own intricate choreography in place
as the agents stay vigilant against all threats.
These photos are a look at the Secret Service from inside the bubble.

Click here for a link to this AP Images site.
 
 

We Spleen:
What the AP Called Amal Clooney
 
By STEPHANIE HALLETT
Ms. Blog Magazine
 
Last week, three journalists-Egyptian Canadian Mohamed Fahmy,
Egyptian Baher Mohamed and Australian Peter Greste-were
sentenced in Egypt to three years behind bars for their work with
Al-Jazeera.

The sentence was shocking, another example of the erosion of
press freedom in Egypt, but the journalists are fighting back.
Representing Fahmy is Amal Clooney (shown in photo at right), an
esteemed human rights lawyer, whose roster of achievements is
long: She has represented WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange,
worked as a senior advisor to former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and coedited a book titled The Law and Practice of the
Special Tribunal for Lebanon.
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In announcing that Clooney had taken on Fahmy's case, however, the Associated Press
chose to focus not on the lawyer's qualifications, but on her marriage to actor George
Clooney:

 
 
Clooney hasn't responded directly to the tweet - though she has said she wishes
journalists would focus on the issue of press freedom in this case, and not on her marital
status - but she did reveal over the weekend that Canada has formally applied for a
pardon. Of the guilty verdict, she said, "It sends a message that journalists can be locked
up for simply doing their job, for telling the truth and reporting the news. And it sends a
dangerous message that there are judges in Egypt who will allow their courts to become
instruments of political repression and propaganda."
 
Try again, AP.
 
Click here for link to this story. Shared by Susana Hayward.
 
 

Jackson AP's Jack Elliott retires
after 31 years of service
 
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) - Longtime Mississippi journalist Jack Elliott Jr. is retiring after more
than three decades at The Associated Press.
 
The 66-year-old Elliott has covered politics, court cases, executions, natural disasters and a
wide variety of other news stories. His final day at the AP was Monday.
 
"Jack has been a strong, guiding hand in the Jackson bureau and served as a mentor to
countless journalists," said AP Deep South Editor Jim Van Anglen.
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"Jack epitomizes grace and class. His energy and good cheer
are legendary.
 
"Anyone who has ever had the pleasure to work with Jack will
tell you he is one of the finest gentleman and finest
journalists you will ever meet," Van Anglen said. "That
combination is hard to find and will be sorely missed."
 
Elliott, who lives in Forest, graduated from the University of
Southern Mississippi with a communications degree in May
1971.
 
He has been a reporter for the Meridian Star in Meridian,
Mississippi; The Clarion-Ledger in Jackson, Mississippi; the
now-defunct Alabama Journal in Montgomery, Alabama; and United Press International in
Jackson, Mississippi.
 
He also worked in public relations for the Mississippi Economic Council in the early 1970s
and as Washington press secretary for Democratic U.S. Rep. David Bowen of Mississippi in
1982. After Bowen chose not to seek re-election, Elliott returned to Mississippi and
worked at the Jackson Daily News.
 
Elliott joined AP in Oklahoma in 1984 and moved back to his native Mississippi to work for
the company four years later.
 
He covered three legislative sessions in Oklahoma and 25 in Mississippi. He also covered
seven Mississippi governors: Bill Waller, Cliff Finch, William Winter, Bill Allain, Ray Mabus,
Kirk Fordice and Ronnie Musgrove.
 
From retired Jackson News Editor Ron Harrist:
 
In the days after Hurricane Katrina delivered a near fatal blow to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast, our small Jackson staff, joined by a handful of reinforcements from other bureaus,
struggled to report on the human tragedy still unfolding on coastal communities battered
storm surge, brutal winds and killer tornadoes.
 
The Mississippi staff, while challenged like never before, was never overwhelmed _ in
large part because we were anchored by Jack Elliott, our ``Jack of all trades.'' I had worked
with Jack since 1988 and his professionalism and leadership during times of crisis came as
no surprise.
 
During those endless days and sleepless nights, Jack was our ROCK, fielding endless
challenges as day (and during this time also night) supervisor and working closely -and
patiently - with tired staffers trying to make sense of tragedy.
 
During Katrina and other trying times, I'd suddenly remember the other demands we
faced, like key rulings expected from the courts or breaking developments in state



government.
 
``Who's checking the court,'' I'd call out to the newsroom. ``Jack is'' came the reply. Who's
canvassing coast hospitals for injuries,'' I'd ask.
 
``Jack's doing that too. He'll file when he finishes taking dictation and knocks out a
broadcast urgent,'' came the answer.
 
I can't tell you the times Jack's initiative saved this old news editor's bacon over all the
years. He willingly shared institutional knowledge that gave the AP the lead in reporting
on  developing stories ranging from the Legislature to tight races on election day.
 
I could write pages bragging on this guy but this I know, Jack Elliott defines what it means
to be a true journalist and team player. And equally important to me, he's a great friend.
 
Shared by Adam Yeomans
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Regrets John Brewer was 'lost to management'

George Krimsky - Another word about John Brewer:
 
What a lot of colleagues may have forgotten and what anyone under 60 probably doesn't
know is that John Brewer was one of the most gifted writers of his generation.  Seriously. 
 
When you picked up a Brewer story back in the 70s, you knew it was a gem before even
reading it.  It was like knowing that your favorite singer was pitch perfect and would
therefore not disappoint.   He never did.  I can count maybe five or six AP colleagues who
achieved that during my tenure in journalism.  These are the ones who didn't labor - They
just did, and the rest of us just had to stand back and wonder.  It was a gift you couldn't
teach, and since I trained journalists for 25 years, I know the difference between a skill and
a God-given talent.
 
In a way, I regret John was lost to management fairly early in his career.
 
Perhaps he doesn't.  But I would have loved to have read 40 more years of John Brewer.
 
-0-
 

Three journalists on courthouse steps



 
Marty Steinberg - Yesterday's death of former Md. Gov. Marvin Mandel brought to
mind this photo buried in my attic. It's not the FBI arresting someone.
 
It's three journalists fooling around on the steps of the federal courthouse in Baltimore,
heading to a hearing on one of Mandel's appeals, circa 1980.
 
The guy on the right is Jim Rowley, then a UPI reporter in Baltimore. The two guys on the
left are me (far left) and Steve Braun, both with the now-defunct Baltimore News-
American. All three of us eventually worked AP.
 
-0-
 

Praise for Salon story on modern-day news conferences

Peggy Walsh - The Salon piece (in Monday's Connecting) was excellent.  No one ever
said being a reporter involved not speaking until you were spoken to.  The Trump news
conference and much of the followup on TV was appalling.  There were individuals that
stood up and said something but the general coverage reminded me of a bunch of sheep.
 
I started out with AP helping cover Carter and vividly remember Sam Donaldson speaking



his mind.  One piece of coverage asked what would have happened if Lester Holt, David
Muir or any of the major outlet reporters had been ejected.  Point well taken.
 
P.S.:  Someone should print that article out and put it on everyone's chair for the next
press-news conference
 

Welcome to Connecting

  
Chuck Burton  (Email)

 
John Winn Miller  (Email)

 
Harold Waters  (Email)

 
 
 

Stories of interest
 
Bloomberg News to lay off about 80 journalists  (Washington Post)
 
Bloomberg News, the global media organization headed by former New York mayor
Michael Bloomberg, will lay off about 80 journalists this week in a rare retrenchment for
the high-flying company.
 
New York-based Bloomberg employs about 2,400 journalists in 150 bureaus worldwide,
and it generally has been in a growth mode in recent years as other news organizations
have pared back.
 
But the privately held company will announce this week that it is cutting about 3percent of
its editorial staff. The layoffs will be spread throughout the company and across bureaus,
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people familiar with the plans said. News of the layoffs was first reported by the New York
Post.
 
About a dozen positions will be cut in Bloomberg's 200-person Washington bureau, with a
larger, undetermined number in New York and elsewhere.
 
A company spokesman, Ty Trippet, declined to comment on Monday.
 
Click here to read more.

-0- 

D.C. principal says prior newspaper review keeps students 'safe and
protected' (Washington Post)
 
Kimberly Martin started her new job as principal of Woodrow Wilson High School in late
June, just in time to prepare for the 2015-16 school year.
 
Part of those preparations, however, hasn't gone down so well in the halls of the
Northwest D.C. school.
 
An editorial by the Wilson Beacon, the student newspaper, rips Martin for instituting a
policy of prior review for its content. "On the first day of school, Principal Kimberly Martin
told us that she was instituting a policy of prior review for The Beacon. Her reasoning:
that's how she's operated before," notes the piece, which is a staff editorial. Though the
editorial notes that prior review falls within Martin's legal purview, this is the "first time
that prior review has been required for The Beacon. And as committed journalists, we
staunchly oppose it."
 
The editorial is titled, "Prior Review is Indirect Censorship." If the Erik Wemple Blog had
prior review of the editorial, we'd change that to "direct censorship."
 
The student journalists make the familiar points about how prior review impinges on their
creative freedom: "Student journalism is about questioning the way that our school and
our society operates. Not only does prior review take away our freedom to criticize, it
creates an atmosphere of censorship that will make students more reluctant to tell their
stories," notes the editorial. And, in breaking news situations, it'll all but halt the news
process; not only does Martin demand review of each issue of the Wilson Beacon, but also
Web pieces/updates. "The Beacon website was created to share news quickly and keep
our student body informed," notes the piece.
"Our web coverage of the resignation of former principal Pete Cahall, for instance, was
praised by DC Urban Moms and Forest Hills Connection for its prompt publication."
 
Click here to read more. Shared by Ron Johnson.
 
-0-
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Al Jazeera Condemns Verdict: 'Defies Logic, Common Sense'  (AdWeek)
 

 
Al Jazeera has condemned the verdict of an Egyptian court, which today sentenced three
Al Jazeera journalists to three years in prison in a retrial of a case that has outraged
supporters of press freedom. "Today's verdict defies logic and common sense," said Al
Jazeera acting director general Mostefa Souag. "Our colleagues Baher Mohamed and
Mohamed Fahmy will now have to return to prison, and Peter Greste is sentenced in
absentia."
 
The journalists were charged with aiding a terrorist organization. Al Jazeera has insisted
the journalists were doing their jobs and no evidence to support the charges was ever
presented in court.
 
Click here to read more.
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Here's How Passwords Could Disappear Forever  (Time)
 
So long, "jimmycupcakes617"
 
Everybody hates passwords. Between coming up with them, remembering them, and
finally resetting them when we sheepishly admit we can't remember them, they're a total
pain.
 
But technology known as biometrics is slowly but surely replacing memorized passwords.
With biometrics, your smartphone, computer, or even ATM could scan your fingerprint,
eyes or entire face to recognize you're who you say you are, granting you password-free
access to your devices or bank accounts.
 
Want to learn more about our possibly password-free future? Click here to watch the
video.
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Three elected to Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame
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The Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame will induct three award-winning
photographers during the Hall of Fame induction ceremony Thursday, Oct. 15 in Columbia.
This will be the 11th group of inductees since the founding of the Hall of Fame in 2005.
Inductees this year are Keith Myers, Dean Curtis and Larry Williams.
 
Photographs taken by the inductees will be displayed beginning 4 p.m. during an induction
ceremony and reception. The photographs will join the Hall of Fame's collection of work
by inductees.
 
The Photojournalism Hall of Fame began as a project of Bill Miller, Sr., publisher of the
Washington Missourian. The Hall was moved last year from Washington to a transitional
home at the University of Missouri School of Journalism in Columbia.
 
Keith Myers: Keith Myers was born in Kansas City, Mo. and grew up just to the north of
the metropolitan area in Platte City, where he first started taking photographs for his high
school yearbook, using a camera his stepbrother brought back from service in the U.S.
Navy during the Vietnam War. Throughout his undergraduate years at the University of
Missouri, Columbia, Keith kept photography as a hobby and graduated in 1975 with a
bachelor's degree in public administration. After a year or so of working for the Social
Security Administration, he realized photography was his first love and entered the
graduate journalism program at MU. Under the guidance of Angus McDougall, Art Terry,
Manuel Lopez and many outstanding fellow students, he developed the skills needed to
be a working photojournalist and received a master's degree in 1981. Beginning in the late
1970s, Myers was a stringer for United Press International where he covered general
assignments and the Kansas City Royals. He was part of UPI's World Series coverage in
1980 when the Royals lost to the Philadelphia Phillies. He later became a stringer for The
Kansas City Times and was hired full time in May 1983. He was part of the newspaper's
coverage of the Royals' victory in the 1985 World Series. In 1987, he won first place
feature in the 45th annual Pictures of the Year competition for a photograph of prisoners
with HIV/AIDS. In 1990, he was named assistant photo editor, a job he held until 1995. He
returned to shooting photos and continues in that role today. Through the years, Myers
has taken time off annually to photograph the Platte County Fair. He also has copied and
restored more than 200 old photographs from around Platte County which he displays at
each fair and has shared with the local historical society.
 
Dean Curtis: Dean Curtis lives in Springfield, Mo., where he worked from 1992 to 2014 for
the Springfield News-Leader as photo editor and then multimedia editor. He graduated in
1982 with a Bachelor of Science degree with an emphasis in Mass Communications from
Moorhead State University in Moorhead, Minn.  Curtis' first newspaper job was from 1982
to 1984 at the Williston Daily Herald in Williston, N.D. He then joined the Argus-Leader in
Sioux Falls, S.D. as a staff photographer, working until 1987. He then held a staff
photographer position at the Courier-News in Bridgewater, N.J., where he worked until
being hired by the News-Leader in 1992. During his time at the News-Leader, Curtis led
the visual coverage of four of the worst natural disasters to hit southwest Missouri: the
2003 tornados that destroyed Pierce City and Stockton; the 2006 tornados that damaged
much of the same areas; the 2007 January ice storm that crippled Springfield and
southwest Missouri; and the devastating 2011 Joplin tornado. Curtis has been a



contributing photographer to three books: Branson Backstage; Pope John Paul II, An
American Celebration; and Powerless and Cold, a photographic look at the 2007 ice storm,
which he also edited. He owns and operates Curtis Photography LLC in Springfield. During
his career as a photojournalist, he has had support from wife, Cindy, and children, Andrew
and William.
 
Larry S. Williams:  Larry S. Williams was a photographer with the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
for nearly 40 years.  Born in 1943, his first job at age 15 was working at Krummenacher's
Camera Shop.  He still remembers his mother say, "Are you sure you want to do this?" 
After high school, his next job was at Sievers Studio where he worked while attending
night school at St. Louis University. He learned photography at Sievers and, during
summers in the early 1960s, he attended the Winona School of Photography in Winona,
Ind., where he studies commercial photography, advanced photography, small camera
technique, and negative retouching. In 1963, he was hired by Bruno Torres of United Press
International as a bureau assistant in St. Louis. His duties included attending the wire
machines and covering certain assignments. He also received his degree in marketing from
St. Louis University. In 1966, he received an offer as a staff photographer to move to
Austin, Texas. Instead, he went to work for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, hired by Jack
January, the Post-Dispatch's chief photographer. Williams was a photographer for the
newspaper from September 1966 until November 2005. His photography subjects
included Mother Teresa, the Dahli Lama, Richard Rogers and many other dignitaries. He
accompanied Joe Pulitzer, the son of Joseph Pulitzer, Sr., on an international assignment
covering refugee camps throughout Africa. While at the Post-Dispatch, Williams taught
photography from 1977 to 1979 at Maryville University. He and his wife, Stephanie, have
five children, five grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
 
 

The Final Word
 

Larry King Is Preparing for the Final Cancellation
 



 
By MARK LEIBOVICH
New York Times Magazine
 
"Bring me a plate of radishes.''
 
''Yes, Mr. King.''
 
''I don't eat radishes, except when I'm at the Palm. It's one of my rituals.
Rituals are important.''
 
We sat at Larry King's table at the Palm steakhouse in Washington, a city the cable talk
impresario has not lived in since 1997. Yet King, now 81, remained central to the
restaurant's scenery. Caricatures of him hung on the walls, depicting various stages of his
perpetual middle age. People walked by and said hello and told him they always watched
his show, even though King left CNN four and a half years ago. ''It's the ageless Larry King,''
said one well-wisher, shaking his hand. Every celebrity over 80 gets to be called ''ageless.''
 
Click here to read more.
 
 

Today in History - September 1, 2015
 
By The Associated Press 
 
Today is Tuesday, September 1, the 244th day of 2015. There are 121 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:
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On September 1, 1715, following a reign of 72 years, King Louis XIV of France died four
days before his 77th birthday.

On this date:

In 1807, former Vice President Aaron Burr was found not guilty of treason. (Burr was then
tried on a misdemeanor charge, but was again acquitted.)

In 1905, Alberta and Saskatchewan entered Confederation as the eighth and ninth
provinces of Canada.

In 1914, the last passenger pigeon in captivity, "Martha," died at the Cincinnati Zoo.

In 1923, the Japanese cities of Tokyo and Yokohama were devastated by an earthquake
that claimed some 140,000 lives.

In 1939, World War II began as Nazi Germany invaded Poland.

In 1945, Americans received word of Japan's formal surrender that ended World War II.
(Because of the time difference, it was September 2 in Tokyo Bay, where the ceremony
took place.)

In 1951, the United States, Australia and New Zealand signed a mutual defense pact, the
ANZUS treaty.

In 1969, a coup in Libya brought Moammar Gadhafi to power.

In 1976, U.S. Rep. Wayne L. Hays, D-Ohio, resigned in the wake of a scandal in which he
admitted having an affair with "secretary" Elizabeth Ray.

In 1983, 269 people were killed when a Korean Air Lines Boeing 747 was shot down by a
Soviet jet fighter after the airliner entered Soviet airspace.

In 1985, a U.S.-French expedition located the wreckage of the Titanic on the floor of the
Atlantic Ocean roughly 400 miles off Newfoundland.

In 1995, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum in Cleveland. (The hall opened to the public the next day.)

Ten years ago: New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin issued a "desperate SOS" as his city
descended into anarchy amid the flooding left by Hurricane Katrina. Al-Qaida's number-
two made the terror group's first direct claim of responsibility for the July 7 bombings in
London in a videotape.

Five years ago: President Barack Obama convened a new round of ambitious Mideast
peace talks at the White House as he hosted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in the first face-to-face negotiations in nearly
two years. A man upset with the Discovery Channel's programming took two employees
and a security officer hostage at the network's headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland;
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police shot and killed the gunman, James Jae Lee, and all three hostages escaped safely.
Cammie King Conlon, 76, the former child actress who'd played the doomed Bonnie Blue
Butler in "Gone with the Wind," died in Fort Bragg, California.

One year ago: President Barack Obama, addressing a union crowd in Milwaukee, renewed
his push for Congress to raise the minimum wage in a buoyant accounting of the
economy's "revving" performance. The U.N.'s top human rights body overwhelmingly
approved the Iraqi government's request for an investigation into alleged crimes against
civilians committed by the Islamic State group in its rampage across northeastern Syria
and parts of Iraq. Cole Hamels and three Philadelphia Phillies relievers combined to pitch a
no-hitter, the fourth of the season, beating the Atlanta Braves 7-0.

Today's Birthdays: Former Defense Secretary Melvin R. Laird is 93. Actor George Maharis is
87. Conductor Seiji Ozawa (SAY'-jee oh-ZAH'-wah) is 80. Attorney and law professor Alan
Dershowitz is 77. Comedian-actress Lily Tomlin is 76. Actor Don Stroud is 72. Conductor
Leonard Slatkin is 71. Singer Archie Bell is 71. Singer Barry Gibb is 69. Rock musician Greg
Errico is 67. Talk show host Dr. Phil McGraw is 65. Singer Gloria Estefan is 58. Former
White House Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers is 54. Jazz musician Boney James is 54.
Singer-musician Grant Lee Phillips (Grant Lee Buffalo) is 52. Country singer-songwriter
Charlie Robison is 51. Retired NBA All-Star Tim Hardaway is 49. Rap DJ Spigg Nice (Lost
Boyz) is 45. Actor Ricardo Antonio Chavira is 44. Actor Maury Sterling is 44. Rock singer JD
Fortune is 42. Actor Scott Speedman is 40. Country singer Angaleena Presley (Pistol
Annies) is 39. Actor Boyd Holbrook is 34. Actress Zoe Lister-Jones is 33. Rock musician Joe
Trohman is 31. Actress Aisling (ASH'-ling) Loftus is 25.

Thought for Today: "There is little that can withstand a man who can conquer himself." -
King Louis XIV (1638-1715).

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't
keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
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- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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