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Colleagues,
 
The 9/11 terrorist attacks were our generation's Pearl Harbor.
 
Although nothing of major news significance occurred Friday on the 14th anniversary of
the attacks that claimed nearly 3,000 lives and launched our country into a war that
continues to this day, that tragic day bears our remembrance.
 
So with that in mind, I asked our Connecting colleague Mark Mittelstadt (Email) to share
his memories of that day along with the story he wrote for the AP and APME Magazine on
how The Associated Press covered the attacks. Many of you who receive Connecting were
involved in that coverage, and many of you who are newer to the AP will no doubt
welcome seeing his account for the first time.
 
The photo above of The Tribute in Light was taken Friday night from the Brooklyn
apartment balcony of Brenda and Richard Pyle - and Brenda (Email) shared her photo
with their Connecting colleagues.
 
In his New York Times story on the Tribute in Light published Friday, David W. Dunlap
wrote:
 
What are we to feel?
 
How can we even know what to feel on the 14th anniversary?
 
Abiding grief, certainly. Two thousand, seven hundred and fifty three people were killed at
the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001.
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But there is joy, too. New York City did not merely bounce back. It roared back, seemingly
more vital than ever.
 
Yet the joy is tempered by regret. An ever‐growing security apparatus ‐ designed, we are
told, to prevent another Sept. 11 ‐ touches almost every aspect of our monitored, restricted
lives.
 
And the regret is softened by the pleasure of seeing a new World Trade Center, flaws and
all, working its way back as a lively, crowded downtown crossroads.
 
How can so much ambivalence be captured in a single memorial?
 
The Tribute in Light shows how, as it has since March 11, 2002, when the twin beams first
pierced the sky over Lower Manhattan, six months after the attack, and only three months
after the fires at the trade center were officially declared extinguished.
 
It succeeds because it offers no narrative, no interpretation, no mediation. At a distance, it
is not even clear whether the shafts are soaring upward or beaming down from the
heavens.
 
You can read them as a divine symbol or as abstract architecture or simply as an annual
public art project. The pinstripes created by 88 lamps may remind you of the striations in
the twin towers' facades, or the rivulets in the memorial waterfalls, which may in turn
suggest the passage of souls through space. Or not.
 
The point is: No one is telling you what to think. You are merely invited to do so.
 
Most people don't even know who created the Tribute in Light.
 
Independently and almost simultaneously, five artists and architects ‐ John Bennett,
Gustavo Bonevardi, Richard Nash Gould, Julian LaVerdiere and Paul Myoda ‐ came up with
roughly the same idea in the autumn of 2001. The Municipal Art Society helped harness
and meld their visions and make the project a reality, working with the lighting designer
Paul Marantz and with Michael Ahern, an events producer.
 
Since 2012, the display has been orchestrated by the National September 11 Memorial and
Museum. What hasn't changed is that the lights are scheduled to go on at dusk and
remain illuminated until darkness gives way to dawn.
 
Paul
 
 

The day broke beautiful...
 
Mark Mittelstadt - The day broke beautiful as we climbed into the clear blue sky out of



Newark.
 
Out the right side of the plane, we could see the sun just beginning to rise on a cool,
cloudless September morning, sparkling off the water of New York Harbor. The twin
towers of the World Trade Center gleamed, shining beacons on the southern tip of the
island.
 
"Beautiful. Just beautiful," said Jody Calendar, my traveling partner. A long-time reporter
and editor at the Asbury Park Press and then The Record of Hackensack, Jody was program
chairwoman for the 2001 convention of the Associated Press Managing Editors. APME,
now known as Associated Press Media Editors, is an association of newspaper and online
editors of the 1,700 Associated Press member and client organizations in the United States
and Canada.
 
The convention was scheduled Oct. 10-13 at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Milwaukee.
It was customary for the program chairman and AP representative to make one final
planning trip to the conference site approximately 30 days before its start.
 
Based on our schedules, we chose Tuesday, Sept. 11.
 
It was not until we had exited the plane, walked through the unusually quiet and empty
terminals of Mitchell Airport and climbed into a taxi that we became aware of what had
happened. "A plane hit the World Trade Center," said the driver, listening to the car radio.
"It's on fire." As we rode downtown, word came of a second plane hitting the other tower.
Suddenly what has happening in southern Manhattan was no accident.
 
We were joined in Milwaukee by AP's Santos Chaparro, representing the AP Photo
Managers group with whom APME was meeting. Santos had taken a separate flight from
LaGuardia Airport. Amid the uncertainty about who was behind the attacks and what
other acts might be planned, we began talking about whether to proceed with the
conference. Many groups were canceling events around the country. Some members of
the APME board favored doing the same - what would have been only the second time
since it began convening AP member newspaper editors since 1933 that the group would
not meet. The other was in 1942 during World War II.
 
The association leadership decided to proceed, somewhat against the cautions of then-AP
President Lou Boccardi and Executive Editor Jon Wolman. The conference agenda was
revised to include sessions on terrorism, leading in times of crisis, international relations
and how to help journalists cope with the stresses of working and reporting from
dangerous locations.
 
All U.S. flights had been grounded shortly after the first plane hit the tower. On Thursday
afternoon, Sept. 13, the Federal Aviation Administration allowed a limited resumption of
traffic. New York's airspace including Newark Liberty Airport was still closed. Jody, Santos
and I managed to get a flight to Philadelphia - the only flight to the East Coast from
Milwaukee that night - where we could then take a car service to our homes across the
Delaware River in New Jersey. A short time before we were to board, our Midwest Express
pilot came up the walkway and asked passengers to gather around. "I would imagine some



of you are a little afraid to fly tonight," he said. "I'm a little afraid, too." He proceeded to
explain several changes we would encounter meant to improve safety and security,
including disappearance of the airline's signature china, wine glasses and silver for the
meal service. It would be replaced by plastic and paper.
 
We got to our homes early Friday, Sept. 14. Returning to my Rockefeller Center office
hours later, Wolman asked me to prepare a piece on how the worldwide news company
covered one of the biggest, most horrific events in its 155-year history. It was the story of
the day the sky fell.
 
Based on interviews and accounts shared by AP news people and photographers who had
rushed to the scene as well as with their editors, the company-wide roundup was updated
for days and weeks later as more information and stories were contributed by staff around
the country and the world.
 
A version appearing in the Winter issue of the quarterly APME News magazine is below.
 



  

Click on image above or here to view Mark Mittelstadt's story on how the AP covered
the attacks.

 

As journalist, my 9/11 memory still haunts me
 
David Briscoe  (Email) - As a journalist, my 9-11 memory still haunts me: I was on a
personal visit to Washington, where I was assigned for 15 years before becoming bureau
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chief in Hawaii. A few blocks from the Pentagon at a Midas Muffler shop, I was dealing
with a serious family problem and a broken-down car.
 
Live on TV in the waiting room, I saw the second plane smash into the World Trade Center.
 
That's a coordinated attack, I immediately thought.
 
Moments later, people began yelling outside the shop as a plane roared overhead,
following a patch straight over Columbia Pike to the Pentagon.  A cloud of smoke billowed
in the distance.
 
My second thought: This is connected to the World Trade Center. Flashes of a nation at
war or in chaos crossed my mind, something I had experienced in the Philippines and
hadn't feared for my own country since the Cuban missile blockade or my cold war
childhood.
 
People along the street were scurrying away from the smoke, some shouting out that it
was a passenger plane. If not for the World Trade Center, I might have thought it was a
crash-landing at National Airport.
 
I abandoned my ailing son (Sorry again. Raki!) in the Midas restroom, hitching a ride down
Columbia Pike with a guy in a convertible, calling the AP bureau on my Honolulu cell
phone from the Pentagon lawn and describing what I saw and heard as people poured out
of the flaming building. Light poles were snapped or bent on a path to the gaping hole in
the building, but there was no trace of the plane visible from outside. It had disintegrated
into the building, but it looked more like a bomb or missile strike.
 
I'm not sure what I reported was ever understood or used in the confusion. I volunteered
to work but was told I was not needed. No story, no AP byline for this near eyewitness
outside the Pentagon.
 
The story quickly exploded beyond my terrible moment.
 
The shocked bureau was still trying to determine if a plane had hit the Capitol and I went
back to deal remotely with my own now isolated AP bureau in Hawaii and the personal
problem that had brought me back to Washington. My scheduled Sept 12 flight back to
Honolulu, along with all flights in the country, was cancelled. It took four days to get back
to Honolulu, and the rest was mostly surreal.
 
My son, just out of the hospital, came out of the restroom to a world in chaos, seriously
thinking I had been abducted. I don't think the family has ever quite forgiven me.
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Women at the IAEA: Susanna Lööf, Press and Public



Information ...
 
Susanna Loof  (Email) - International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) "I really enjoy being part of an organization
that I think does good. I really like being able to share
what we do," said Susanna Lööf when telling us about
following her dream of being a journalist and how she
decided to work at the #IAEA as a Press and Public
Information Officer.
 
Hear more from Susanna about, what she calls, the
"fascinating work the IAEA does", and what advice she
has for young people who are interested in working here.
 
Click here for the video.
 
Susanna adds from her home in Vienna:  "I joined the AP
in St. Louis in 1997, right after graduating from the University of Kansas, and also worked
in the Kansas City, Mo., and Detroit bureaus before moving back to Europe in 1999. In
Sweden, I worked for the AP Stockholm bureau and the international desk of the local
news agency, Tidningarnas Telegrambyrå. I moved to the AP's Johannesburg, South Africa
bureau in January 2000 and to the Vienna, Austria, bureau in August 2001. At the end of
2005, I left the AP to join the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe as a
Press and Public Information Officer. I stayed in this position until August 2011, when I
moved to Cambridge, UK, to do a Master's degree in Development Studies. I joined the
IAEA as a Press and Public Information Officer in July 2012 - a few weeks before graduating
from Cambridge, so I had to take a few days off to be able to experience the unique,
largely unchanged 800-year-old graduation ceremony."
 
-0-
 

What about Hurley's?
 
Gerald LaBelle - In the matter of bars near 50 Rock, I'm surprised no one has mentioned
Hurley's, which was on the ground floor of a 19th-century, four-story building at the
corner of 49th Street and 6th Avenue, at the back of 30 Rock. The old-fashioned building
anchored the skyscraper above because the Hurley family refused to sell it when
Rockefeller Center was built in the 1930s; for balance a similar building was left intact at
50th and 6th.
 
When I was drinking there in the late 1960s and the '70s, the clientele was mostly a mix of
neighborhood workers, including those at AP, NBC and Radio City Music Hall. The place
was a bit shoddy but had a friendly, democratic spirit. For example, one regular was a
blind man who kept a newsstand near the bar's doorway. When he closed his kiosk about
7 or so, he would come in for a couple of drinks, and whoever was in his usual spot at the
end of bar would be shooed away, be it a surprised tourist or an NBC executive.
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The bar was open from about 8 a.m. until 2 or 3 a.m, and I went there at various hours
after working day, night and early shifts on the old NY broadcast desk and the general
desk. The hours were a bit loose, though. If you knocked at the back door on 49th Street
after closing, the night bartender Frank Skuse would let you in until he finished cleaning
up around 4. All the bartenders were Irish immigrants, and the cast changed as one or
another went home on vacation. Frank, however, never went to Ireland, and when
someone asked why, he said: "Oh no, can't go back there. Got a record as long as your
arm." Turns out our favorite bartender, gentle Frank, a man who never raised his voice or
showed the slightest anger, was a serious IRA man. 
 
A few among many Hurley's memories: One morning about 8 or 9, an elderly, very smelly
drunk wandered in and sat at the end of the bar. Someone suggested to the bartender
that he should get rid of the guy, and the bartender said something like, "I'd love to, but
unfortunately he owns the place." The drunk was the then-patriarch of the Hurley clan
who was known for occasional days-long jags.
 
Another time, I took my then wife, Carol, to Hurley's for an after-theater drink and
introduced her to Frank. She ordered a bloody mary. About a year later, when we again
dropped in at Hurley's, Frank greeted my wife with, "Good evening, Carol, would you like
another bloody mary?" On a different visit, I'm sitting with fellow general desker, Marc
Charney (later of the NYTimes) at 2 a,m, or so, and we glanced into the kitchen adjacent to
the bar. Two or three mice were running around, and we pointed out to bartender Frank
that he seemed to have a rodent problem. "Oh yes," he said. "Health department came by
the other day and said he had to get rid of the cat. Said it was unsanitary."
 
Another feature of the old Hurley's was regulars could easily borrow money for a drink
when broke. A book of blank checks, known at "greenies" for their color, was kept in the
cash register, and one need only sign one to get $20 or $30. The bartenders never seemed
to bring up these debts, but I was told that when the Hurley family sold the bar in the late
'70s or early '80s, almost all the debtors showed up to clear their arrears. The bar's new
owner was a Swiss restaurateur, Adrien Barbey: he took it a bit upscale but retained the
Hurley name and kept the place going until 1999, when high rent forced him to move to a
spot on West 48th Street farther west. Perhaps others have memories of that later Rock
Center Hurley's.
 
 

Julie Wright Named AP News Editor for Missouri and
Kansas
 
CHICAGO (AP) - Julie Wright, an editor who has held senior newsroom management
positions in Kansas, Alaska, Minnesota and Tennessee over a three-decade journalism
career, has been named news editor for The Associated Press in Missouri and Kansas.
 
The appointment was announced Thursday by Tom Berman, the AP's Central regional
editor.



 
Based in Kansas City, Missouri, Wright will
oversee the AP's reporting efforts throughout
Kansas and Missouri, with an emphasis on
leading AP's reporters in breaking exclusive
stories across formats.
 
"Throughout her career, Julie has
demonstrated a commitment to accountability
and investigative journalism that is important to people's lives," Berman said. "I'm excited
that Julie will be working on behalf of all of the AP's customers."
 
Wright, 52, most recently worked as managing editor of the Lawrence Journal-World,
planning and editing news coverage for the print and digital editions as well as supervising
other print and digital publications owned by The World Company, based in Lawrence,
Kansas.
 
From 2006 to May 2013, Wright worked for The Anchorage Daily News in Alaska, first as
managing editor and then as online general manager. While she was managing editor, the
newspaper received five McClatchy Presidents Awards over three years for exemplary
public interest journalism.
 
At the Star Tribune in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Wright led a team that conceived and
created new weekly newspaper sections for underserved parts of the suburban Twin
Cities. At the Wichita Eagle in the mid-1990s, she covered the Kansas Legislature and later
led the team of reporters who covered local, state and national news about government
public policy. In the 1980s at The Jackson Sun, in Jackson, Tennessee, she covered state
government and politics before becoming the editorial page editor.
 
Wright was born and raised in Kansas City, Missouri, and has bachelor's degrees in
journalism and political science from the University of Missouri in Columbia.
 
Click here for a link to this story.
 

  
 
It became the defining image of Europe's drama _ a drowned 3-year-old boy washed up
on a Turkish beach. But the world wanted to know more: Who was this young refugee?
What happened to him and to his family? AP found the answers, thanks to aggressive,
closely coordinated efforts among Turkey staffers Ayse Wieting, Berza Simsek, Mehmet
Guzel, Suzan Fraser and Burhan Ozbilici and free-lance cameraman Selcuk Simsek.
They obtained the first global video interview with the boy's father.  Abdullah Kurdi
described his family's harrowing journey, how they fled violence in the city of Kobani, how
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they tried in desperation to take a boat from Turkey to Greece, how the small rubber boat
capsized, how his 3-year-old son Aylan, 5-year-old son Galip, and wife Rehan all drowned
on the journey.
 
The scoop - which earns the Beat of the Week - was but one shining moment in a week of
outstanding work by AP staff covering the fast-moving migrant story across Europe. AP
journalists were live from many border crossings and capitals to chronicle the
unprecedented movement of people, with standout work in all formats.
From Turkey, where the tragedy of the drowned child became the human story that has
most resonated in the migrant crisis, the grieving father's account gave viewers and
readers a unique inside perspective.
http://news.yahoo.com/father-drowned-syrian-boys-overloaded-boat-flipped-
144508201.html
 
Turkey chief producer Wieting described it as a "truly cross-format scoop." After images of
Aylan travelled around the world, Fraser and Ozbilici in Ankara and Berza Simsek and
Guzel in Istanbul worked the phones to find out what happened to the boy's body, who he
was and where his father was. They eventually tracked him down to a morgue in the town
of Mugla.
 
They realized that AP staff from Istanbul or Ankara couldn't make it there in time, and the
world's media was all pursuing the same thing, so the clock was ticking. Guzel had made
contacts with a local TV channel during a recent reporting trip, and Wieting tracked down
freelancer Selcuk Simsek and a photographer to get there quickly.
 
Selcuk Simsek, a Turkish speaker, questioned the father with the help of Arabic speakers
at the morgue. The Istanbul crew worked to overcome technical issues with transmitting
the video. Details from the father provided the backbone for a widely-used text story as
well, and stringer Mehmet Can Meral's photos from Mugla appeared in publications
around the globe.
 
It took Reuters 4½ hours to match the video, which was used by 130 clients monitored by
Teletrax. AP's video and text quotes led websites and filled up Twitter feeds.
For a beat that stands as a special reflection of exemplary AP work all across the sweeping
migrant story,  Ayse Wieting, Berza Simsek, Mehmet Guzel, Suzan Fraser, Burhan Ozbilici
and Selcuk Simsek win this week's $500 prize.
 

 
 
A federal judge's ruling in the NFL's "Deflategate" scandal was the most highly anticipated
judgment in sports this summer, an extremely competitive story through months of
hearings and settlement negotiations.
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Thanks to Larry Neumeister's strong sourcing,
thorough prep and years of experience covering New
York courts, the AP enjoyed a dominant scoop on the
latest and biggest development, as a judge nullified
the four-game suspension of New England Patriots
quarterback Tom Brady.
 
Neumeister's understanding of how communication
of the judgment would flow, was a key ingredient for the beat. Working closely with East
region sports editor Oskar Garcia, he prepared APNewsAlerts, APNewsNows and full
writethrus for each of three possible scenarios, all of which were edited and in publishable
form well in advance.
 
When the decision came, Neumeister emailed Garcia with the subject line "Brady wins"
and the message: "Four game suspension lifted." He quickly called to confirm and the
NewsAlert was on the wire moments later. Neumeister even prepped emails to lawyers
for each side to get quick reaction, pulling up his drafts and hitting send as soon as the
alert moved, allowing the lawyers to get first word of the judgment from the AP.
 
The beat was so definitive that most other news organizations were still crediting the AP
15-20 minutes later. ESPN called the newsroom asking how we got the story. The network
updated its ticker with the news, then went to Bob Ley on SportsCenter, who admitted he
had no details "other than what we have from The Associated Press."
 
Adam Schefter, a prolific ESPN tweeter who thrives on NFL scoops, tweeted: "AP reporting
Tom Brady has won his case." Several minutes later, Schefter announced on air he had
confirmed the judgment with the public release of the judgment. By then we had a 500-
word story out on the decision.
 
Sports Illustrated cited AP in its lead, while numerous outlets cited the AP in social media
posts and on websites, including Bloomberg, the Boston Globe, Boston Magazine,
Buzzfeed, NBC Sports and Yahoo.
 
The beat also showcased another score for Neumeister from earlier in the case: Getting an
exclusive photo of the judge in the case outside the courthouse. His photo was widely
used alongside several stories through the "Deflategate" saga.
 
For using his great sourcing and deep knowledge of his beat, and being exceptionally well
prepared to score a decisive beat on one of the biggest sports stories of the year,
Neumeister wins this week's $300 Best of the States prize.
 
(Both of above shared by Valerie Komor.)
 
 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday



  
To
 

Dale Leach  (Email)
 

Carol Riha  (Email)
 
 

Welcome to Connecting

  
Dave Fritz  (Email)

 
John Komen (Email)

 
Bill Menezes  (Email)

 
 

Stories of interest
 
What's the media obsession with Donald Trump? Ratings.  (Poynter)
 
The media keeps covering Trump because that's what people are watching said political
analyst Ana Navarro.
 
On Thursday night, Ana Navarro, the political commentator on CNN and ABC's "The View,"
joined Tampa Bay Times Political Editor Adam Smith for a community conversation at The

mailto:dleach@ap.org
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Poynter Institute. The discussion that was centered around the upcoming elections
touched on candidates ranging from Donald Trump to Bernie Sanders, immigration as an
agenda item in the elections and the importance of the millennial vote.
 
Navarro, who is a Republican political strategist, has been an advisor for Jeb Bush and is a
close friend of Marco Rubio.
 
"Donald Trump is very, very rich - as he has told us many, many times. But he is also very,
very cheap," said Navarro. "He hasn't spent one dime on paid media. But he is at it all the
time." It also has to do with availability, she mentions. No other person is that easily
available for a phone in on a Sunday. In addition, when he is on the air, "the ratings are
through the roof."
 
Click here to read more.
 
-0-
 
The Cable Industry Faces The Perfect Storm: Apps, App Stores and Apple 
(FlurryMobile)
 
Simon Khalaf, SVP, Product & Engineering, Publisher Products
 
On the 3rd of September, 2015, Benedict Evans, a veteran mobile industry analyst turned
venture capitalist, tweeted a chart showing how traditional TV is losing its share of screen
to smartphones and tablets. While Mr. Evans' chart was not the first chart to alarm the
cable industry, its timing was particularly interesting, as it came exactly a week before
Apple's major update of its Apple TV hardware. In fact, many financial and industry
analysts have predicted the demise of the cable industry since rumors of a new Apple TV
hardware or an Apple over-the-top streaming service emerged earlier this year.
 
After yesterday's announcement, it turns out fears surrounding the long-term prospects of
the cable industry were well warranted. We believe that the industry is facing a perfect
storm: Apps, App Stores and Apple.
 
Apps Are Gaining Ground
 
After putting the desktop web in their rear view mirror, apps now reign supreme as the
top media channel in the United States, even without the help of the mobile browser. For
the first time ever, time spent inside mobile applications by the average US consumer has
exceeded that of TV.
 
Click here to read more.
 
 

The Final Word
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From Poynter.org 



 
Today in History ‐ September 12, 2015
 
By The Associated Press
 
Today is Saturday, Sept. 12, the 255th day of 2015. There are 110 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Sept. 12, 1962, in a speech at Rice University in Houston, President John F. Kennedy
reaffirmed his support for the manned space program, declaring: "We choose to go to the
moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they
are hard."

On this date:

In 1814, the Battle of North Point took place in Maryland during the War of 1812 as
American forces slowed British troops advancing on Baltimore.

In 1846, Elizabeth Barrett secretly married Robert Browning at St. Marylebone Church in
London.

In 1914, during World War I, the First Battle of the Marne ended in an Allied victory
against Germany.



In 1938, Adolf Hitler demanded the right of self-determination for the Sudeten (soo-
DAYT'-un) Germans in Czechoslovakia.

In 1944, the Second Quebec Conference opened with President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill in attendance.

In 1953, Massachusetts Sen. John F. Kennedy married Jacqueline Lee Bouvier (boo-vee-
AY') in Newport, Rhode Island.

In 1960, Democratic presidential candidate John F. Kennedy addressed questions about his
Roman Catholic faith, telling a Southern Baptist group, "I do not speak for my church on
public matters, and the church does not speak for me."

In 1974, Emperor Haile Selassie (HY'-lee sehl-AH'-see) was deposed by Ethiopia's military
after ruling for 58 years.

In 1977, South African black student leader Steve Biko (BEE'-koh) died while in police
custody, triggering an international outcry.

In 1986, Joseph Cicippio (sih-SIHP'-ee-oh), the acting comptroller at the American
University in Beirut, was kidnapped (he was released in December 1991).

In 1995, the Belarusian military shot down a hydrogen balloon during an international
race, killing its two American pilots, John Stuart-Jervis and Alan Fraenckel.

In 2000, Hillary Rodham Clinton became the first first lady to win an election as she
claimed victory in the New York Democratic Senate primary, defeating little-known
opponent Dr. Mark McMahon.

Ten years ago: Federal Emergency Management Agency director Mike Brown resigned,
three days after losing his onsite command of the Hurricane Katrina relief effort. At the
start of his confirmation hearing, Supreme Court nominee John Roberts pledged to judge
with humility and "without fear or favor" if approved as the nation's 17th chief justice.

Five years ago: The United States won its first world basketball championship since 1994,
beating Turkey 81-64 in Istanbul behind a sensational performance from tournament MVP
Kevin Durant, who scored 28 points. Lady Gaga swept the MTV Video Music Awards with
eight wins, wearing a dress made of meat as she accepted the video of the year award for
"Bad Romance." Movie director Claude Chabrol, one of the founders of the French New
Wave movement, died in Paris at age 80.

One year ago: A South African judge found Oscar Pistorius guilty of culpable homicide, or
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negligent killing, in the shooting death of girlfriend Reeva Steenkamp and declared the
double-amputee Olympian not guilty of murder. Ian Paisley, 88, the divisive Protestant
firebrand preacher who had devoted his life to thwarting compromise with Catholics in
Northern Ireland only to became a pivotal peacemaker in his twilight years, died in Belfast.

Today's Birthdays: Actor Dickie Moore ("Our Gang") is 90. Actor Freddie Jones is 88. Actor
Ian Holm is 84. U.S. Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., is 76. Actress Linda Gray is 75. Singer
Maria Muldaur is 73. Actor Joe Pantoliano is 64. Singer-musician Gerry Beckley (America)
is 63. Original MTV VJ Nina Blackwood is 63. Rock musician Neil Peart (Rush) is 63. Actor
Peter Scolari is 60. Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback is 59. Actress Rachel Ward is 58. Actress
Amy Yasbeck is 53. Rock musician Norwood Fisher (Fishbone) is 50. Actor Darren E.
Burrows is 49. Rock singer-musician Ben Folds (Ben Folds Five) is 49. Actor-comedian Louis
(loo-ee) C.K. is 48. Rock musician Larry LaLonde (Primus) is 47. Golfer Angel Cabrera is 46.
Actor-singer Will Chase is 45. Actor Josh Hopkins is 45. Country singer Jennifer Nettles is
41. Actress Lauren Stamile (stuh'-MEE'-lay) (TV: "Complications") is 39. Rapper 2 Chainz is
38. Actor Ben McKenzie is 37. Singer Ruben Studdard is 37. Basketball player Yao Ming is
35. Singer-actress Jennifer Hudson is 34. Actor Alfie Allen (TV: "Game of Thrones") is 29.
Actress Emmy Rossum is 29. Country singer Kelsea Ballerini is 22. Actor Colin Ford is 19.

Thought for Today: "Hope, like faith, is nothing if it is not courageous; it is nothing if it is
not ridiculous." ‐ Thornton Wilder, American playwright (1897‐1975). 

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't
keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

‐ Spousal support ‐ How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
‐ My most unusual story ‐ tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
‐ "My boo boos ‐ A silly mistake that you make"‐ a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
‐ Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
‐ Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
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‐ First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
‐ Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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