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Colleagues,
 
Good Monday morning!
 
Thumper and his master Lawrence Ross are now joyously reunited in the midst of the
wildfires in California.
 
And an Associated Press reporter, Brian Skoloff, a videojournalist based in Phoenix, is
responsible for their reunion. His first-person story on the rescue of the 70-pound
Labrador won wide play around the country and was viral on social media. 

Ye Olde Connecting Editor thinks the story is a great way to start the week!
 
The photo above shows Skoloff (right) with Thumper and the dog's owner Lawrence Ross.



Skoloff found the dog when it crawled out from beneath a crawl space of her owner's
home, covered in ash and soot in a wildfire evacuation zone near Middletown, California.
Officials had not let residents return since the fire erupted about 100 miles north of San
Francisco, scorching thousands of acres and reducing more than 800 homes to ash.
Thumper survived among homes burned to their foundations and the five days she had
been alone at the house that miraculously remained unscathed.
 
Pope Francis begins his first visit to the United States tomorrow, and Connecting
continues to present your memories of covering popes past - as well as more
remembrances of AP's special correspondent Hugh Mulligan, who took part in 28 papal
visits.

Among the remembrances are those of retired AP Rome chief of bureau Victor Simpson
and his wife Daniela Petroff.
 
Here's to a great week ahead and a very best to the current crop of AP journalists covering
the pope this week.
 
Paul
 
 

Days after wildfire, 
AP reporter reunites dog with her owner
 
By BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press
 
MIDDLETOWN, Calif. (AP) - Lawrence Ross looked beat, his head hanging and his eyes
bloodshot five days after fleeing his home in the path of a wall of flames.
 
Ross showed up at a high school in the
small Northern California town of Lower
Lake, where authorities were escorting
residents briefly into the evacuation zone
to inspect their homes and check on pets
and livestock. They had not let residents
return since the fire erupted Saturday
about 100 miles north of San Francisco,
scorching thousands of acres and
reducing more than 800 homes to ash.
 
When told officials were no longer letting
residents in at all, not even with escorts,
Ross sighed heavily, shook his head and
fought back tears. "I think my house is OK, but I don't know, and my dog is there, and my
goats and horses and alpacas," he told me. "My dog, my dog."



 
I had been covering the fire for much of the week and was planning to head back out to
scout for more stories. So I grabbed my map and said, "Show me where your house is. I'll
swing by while I'm out there."
 
Ross, 76, circled a spot off Big Canyon Road and tapped it twice with the pen.
 
After about 10 miles of navigating twisting roads and dodging downed power lines, I came
to his dirt driveway. It was another quarter-mile to his house. I didn't have a good feeling,
thinking of all the homes burned to their foundations and the five days his animals had
been alone.
 
Unbelievably, his home was unscathed, the earth charred all around it where firefighters
had beat back the flames.
 
Two horses grazed on hay in the yard. The alpacas stared at me from their pen. Goats
scurried about like nothing had happened.
 
But there was no sign of Thumper, Ross' elderly 70-pound Labrador.
 
I walked around clapping and whistling and calling out, "Thumper!? Come on, girl!"
 
Nothing. I feared the worst as I walked the property for another hour, eventually
crouching down and putting some crackers in my hand, whistling and calling out
Thumper's name.
 
Thumper emerged from a crawlspace, covered in ash and soot, darting toward me - her
tail wagging, her tongue flopping. She leaped into my lap, licked my face, then rolled over
on her back as I rubbed her belly and I cried.
 

"Good girl, Thumper!" I kept telling her. "You made it!"
 
I immediately called Ross.
 
"Your house is OK. Your animals are fine, and I've got
Thumper!" I shouted.
 
There was momentary silence on the line, and then Ross
began repeating: "I can't believe it. I can't believe it."
 
"I'm bringing her to you right now," I said. I hoisted her
into the back seat of my rental car and sped toward town
while she panted heavily and looked confused.

As I pulled into a gas station parking lot, Ross sat on a
curb smoking a cigarette. I yelled out the window,

"We're here!"
 



He looked up in a daze. I barely had the back door open when Thumper pushed her way
out and ran toward him, her entire body wagging now.
 
It was a moment of pure joy.
 
"I dreamed last night the house was burning down, and I could hear her screaming as she
burned," he told me after giving me a big hug.
 
"I can't believe it," Ross repeated, rubbing Thumper's belly. He looked at me, grateful
tears in his eyes.
 
For now, he remains a man without a home, living out of his car, but at least he has some
peace of mind knowing his house is still standing and Thumper is by his side.
 
Click here for a link to this story. Shared by Jeannine Yeomans, Valerie Komor, Richard
Chady, Paul Shane.
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About the author - and some reaction he received:
 
Brian Skoloff (Email) is a 15-year veteran of The
Associated Press with extensive experience covering some
of the nation's most newsworthy stories over the past
decade, including the 9/11 terror attacks, Hurricane Katrina,
the Scott Peterson murder trial, the Fort Hood shootings,
the BP Gulf of Mexico oil spill and numerous wildfires and
other natural disasters. He spent several weeks covering the
aftermath of the 9/11 attacks based out of AP's Trenton
bureau, chasing leads on where some of the terrorists lived
in the days leading up to the attacks and looking for anyone
who may have known them.
 
Skoloff began his journalism career at a small Tennessee newspaper in the Smoky
Mountains before spending six months traveling the country. He later worked at The
Desert Sun in Palm Springs, Calif., before heading overseas for six months to write weekly
travel columns for the newspaper, while also satisfying his wanderlust. Skoloff joined the
AP in 2000 in Little Rock, Ark., then moved on to become AP correspondent in Fresno,
Calif. He then became a supervisor in the AP's San Francisco bureau before becoming solo
correspondent in West Palm Beach, Fla. Skoloff then took on a special yearlong
assignment covering the Gulf oil spill, and was later promoted to administrative
correspondent in charge of AP's Utah operations based in Salt Lake City. He currently is a
videojournalist based in Phoenix. Skoloff grew up in Virginia and graduated from the
University of Tennessee in Knoxville in 1996.
 
He told Connecting that "the reaction has been unreal! No story I have ever written for AP
in nearly 15 years with the company has generated this much Twitter and Facebook
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interest and dozens and dozens of emails to me by total strangers praising the story and
the effort. It has been overwhelming. I am not used to being part of the stories I cover at
all, and I know we are not supposed to be, we are there to observe and report, but in this
one instance, one time in my career, for some reason, I felt compelled to do this for him,
and I was going to be in that area anyway scouting for more stories.
 
"Here are two. This first one I think is my favorite, I was interviewing this man when
Lawrence, the dog owner, walked up to us. When he mentions my "toys" he is referring to
my aerial photography drone I brought to the fire:"
 
Brian,
 
Bill Davis here, you interviewed me at Lower Lake High School the other day. 
 
I saw your story where you went and checked on the Lawrence's house and animals, just as
you promised him you would while the three of us talked in front of the school and I
wanted to personally say THANK YOU for bringing him so much relief and happiness during
this miserable time.
 
You work in an industry that has a long history of selfish and self aggrandizing behavior.
The man I met was not who I expected and I am proud to have made your acquaintance.
You are a credit to your industry and give me hope for news.
 
 The next time your wife gives you hassles for "playing with your toys" show her Lawrence's
story.
 
Thank you again and stay safe out there!
 
Bill
 
And this one:
 
Just read your heart warming account of how you reunited Thumper with his companion. I
live in Forestville, about 50 miles from Middletown. I became aware of the raging fire late
last Friday night. The stories, from horrendous to miraculous have continued to unfold. My
emotions have ranged from sadness and depression to unbelievable joy. Your story has
been one of the joyful of them all. You personally chose to help a fire victim, driving
through treacherous, burned out areas to assist a kind old man with his only wish. After
looking for an hour (who does that?) you were able to not only bring the man his beloved
companion but to also share the news that his house and the rest of his animals were
intact.
 
The old rule is that journalists should not be involved with the story they are covering. You
showed that a reporter can not only be involved but show he is an excellent human being.
Thank you.
 
 



Memories of covering the pope
 

Victor Simpson with John Paul II in 1988.

Victor Simpson - As an AP correspondent I made 92 trips aboard papal flights, spanning
John Paul II's entire papacy and some of Benedict XVI's abbreviated pontificate.
 
Only Mexican TV's Valentina Alazraki made more, and she's still flying!
 
For some good anecdotes  and photos. please go to my story on Papal Encounters filed
after Benedict's shock retirement announcement in 2013. Click on this link for the story
- http://news.yahoo.com/close-encounters-popes-over-3-decades-102242700.html
 
I am glad someone out there mentioned Hugh Mulligan, a great friend and traveling
companion.
 
He was perfect for the early days when security was lighter and nobody looked down on a
little fun.
 
I remember when the pope visited New Orleans Hugh helped arrange a dinner at
Antione's in the French Quarter for the visiting ``specials'' who included the two of us,
Lorin Jenkins of the WDC Post and Roberto Suro of the New York Times. Late into the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wXAvhv1WzM0tQJEqaLMZowaNoVPYl89UfFFeOqDJLdRcg9zkp6Iu84OSBKlCPRxLxvzSdr7rD-YEuMzjOKTgUFWK2ES4hGn4r6pLfLIS7d7GdfzlECZEgEz0xxcOVfANPssRoaF-XoU19ZaycH5jxA3X-rSlvpyomqvUegWf9YUuLtlZT2dI3F0EQZ_DDWIGDdZHRCyHSI_d28N7mRkWRthqFd_AD4t_FD5ISks5tsDHvob0ma0x5w==&c=cNRgJzZVQmwq51Y85OrmGM_LFVtDM1Q4wOjUko_r6b9xvV0dWF_Nyg==&ch=Eq1Ieng1ClB7MO3QzqtpbrGa04r_k14gpDnSZs6AediPnLX8gjBSxg==


dinner the waiter came over and informed us that the dinner was on Antione. We, of
course. protested but the waiter said we had no choice. To which Don Skanke of the LA
Times replied, ``Can we still get a receipt?''
 
I remember how embarrassed Hugh was that at a  restaurant he chose for a Saturday
night AP dinner in Dublin, the waiter insisted that after two hours our time was up and we
had to vacate the table.
 
We had to buy two more bottles of wine to stay.
 
On the plane itself I remember pillow fights erupting when the troops in the back got
impatient waiting for food or betting pools on whose luggage came out first when the
plane returned to Rome.
 
Just a few memories of what can now be seen as the ``good old days.''
 
-0-

Daniela Petroff - Over 30 years as Italy fashion  writer for the AP and backstopper at the
Vatican, I became the perfect Vatican pool person -- to tell the full press corps how the
VIPs coming to see the pope were dressed.
 
So I got to cover visits to the Vatican by British royalty -- Queen Elizabeth II and Princess
Diana, US presidents from  Carter to Obama and their wives, plus a whole array of leaders
in ceremonial dress from caftans and headdresses to the most formal coat and tails.
 
But no one stirred as much whispering in the hallowed Vatican halls as well as more than a
few raised eyebrows than the late Raisa Gorbachev..
 
The Dec. 1, 1989, visit by Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and his wife was a truly
historic moment. It was the first time a Soviet ruler had been welcomed at the Vatican to
meet with Pope John Paul II. 
 
The fact that John Paul was Polish and that his support of the Solidarity labor movement in
his native country helped bring down communism across Europe put the meeting at the
highest emotional level both for the two protagonists and even those witnessing the
moment.
 
So it was almost a fortunate distraction that while Gorbachev was in a dark blue business
suit, Raisa  showed up in bright red suit with black trimming on the jacket lapel.
 
By tradition, women are expected to show up at formal papal audiences in black with their
head covered by a veil.
 
Days later the discussion was still going on. Did she do it on purpose? Did she not know
better?
 
The following Sunday, at a parish visit by John Paul, one of the pope's aides asked me



what I thought of her attire. I answered that in fact red was a popular color at the Vatican
-- worn by cardinals.
 
Not satisfied, he prodded further. ``Who do you think is the boss in the couple?''
 
I diplomatically answered that behind every great man stands a woman.
 
He then deftly posed the question: ``What about the pope.''
 
But I got in the last word on the subject: ``What about the Madonna?''

-0-
 
Joe Frazier - I guess this one falls under both popes and spousal support.
 
In 1983 John Paul II ("JP" to all his pals) took a trip through Central America, which was
then pretty much on fire with civil wars and revolutions in various stages of development.
He started in Panama and hit all the countries, I believe, heading north to Guatemala. We
hop-scotched, with an AP crew a stop ahead of him all the way.
 
One of my stops was Costa Rica where I was based as AP's Central American
correspondent, a position long eliminated. Security was tight as a tick. My wife Linda was
stringing for the religious news service or an outfit similarly named and had a dubious
vehicle credential. In the considerable fuss and confusion after JP got to San Jose, Hugh
Mulligan hopped into the AP vehicle, a cranky red Toyota Land Cruiser, which Linda was
driving. Lacking a reason not to Linda pulled right into the motorcade about three vehicles
behind JP, gloming onto the ancient AP edict " act like you belong there and never ask for
permission." They sailed into town with a papal view NOBODY had.
 
The photographer, whose name sadly eludes me, may have recorded all this from the
sturdy luggage carrier on top. Linda and Mulligan were in hog heaven. At the end JP visited
Guatemala where his boys handed off the transcript for his last stop, Haiti, where they
speak French, sort of. But the speech was in an archaic "Old French" not in general use for
centuries and it left people pretty much guessing. I had taken a course in it at the
University of Oregon, but had filed that away along with algebra as courses I would never
use in all my life. I was right about algebra. The remaining shards of the year of old French
allowed us to file a story. I recall it as an unremarkable speech but at least we had it. The
crashing of the papal motorcade was a story Linda recalled with unalloyed gusto.
 
Sadly she was killed the next year by a bomb in Nicaragua.
 
-0-
 
Barry Sweet - I remember covering the Pope in Denver.  Because of security we spent
hours behind coverage area. Couldn't leave.  However when hunger arrived we called a
pizza company. It was delivered with no problems.  Went right through security.
 



-0-
 
Lew Wheaton - Pope John Paul II's first papal visit outside Italy was to the Dominican
Republic in January, 1979. Dennis Redmont, the long-serving Rome COB, was among the
large press contingent that accompanied the pope; I had flown over from San Juan to join
Phil Sandlin and the Miami photo team on the ground for the arrival. We were about to
witness the inauguration of a John Paul II tradition, but we didn't know it when his Alitalia
jet touched down.

 A throng of photographers and reporters was feet away from the bottom of the stairs as
the pope descended. At the bottom, he suddenly bent forward and then went all the way
to the ground, kissing the tarmac on his first visit to the city where Columbus is buried. I
seem to remember a gasp from the assembled journalists, who surged forward in surprise,
cameras clicking and memories of President Ford's unintentional stumble getting off Air
Force One no doubt in mind. But this was no stumble; John Paul repeated the gesture at
his next stop, in Mexico, and on his arrival in every one of the more than 100 countries he
visited.
 
-0-
 
Joseph Benham - This Presbyterian and grandson of a lifelong Baptist deacon felt
something close to terror on being assigned to cover the visit of Pope Paul VI to Colombia,
a few months after I left the AP became South America Editor for U.S. News & World
Report.
 
Two reasons:
 
First, my knowledge of Catholicism ranged from A to A-Plus at best.   I remembered almost
none of my one semester of Latin in high school.
 
I had visions of confusing Very Reverends with Most Reverends -- and worse -- so
provoking USN&WR's Catholic readers that protests would lead to my being  unemployed
in short order.
 
Second, I discovered on checking into the Intercontinental Hotel (press center for the
papal visit) that most major news media had sent their religion editors or Rome bureau
chiefs -- or both -- to cover what some pundits predicted would be huge announcements
by the Pope.  I expected to be scooped on the hour and half-hour.
 
There were predictions that Pope Paul would lift the ban on artificial birth control,
legalizing The Pill for the world's Catholics.
 
Another prediction: the Pope would come down hard on the Liberation Theology
movement, which was strongest in South America.
 
There even was talk that he would announce the end of celibacy for priests and nuns,
leading to married clergy.



 
None of those things happened, and when the visit ended, I availed myself of a lot of free
booze in ITT'S hospitality suite for Americans covering the visit.  At 7,000 feet above sea
level, it didn't take long to get a buzz on.
 
Before leaving Bogota, the Pope agreed to meet with the foreign press.  We filled one end
of a good-sized room and things were more or less orderly until Paul appeared at the
other end.  At that point, dozens of Argentine, Brazilian, Mexican, etc., reporters and
photographers charged forward,, shouting "Viva el Papa!!" in Spanish and the equivalent
in Portuguese.
 
The Papal bodyguard, including a burly onetime Marquette football player named
Monsignor Marcinkus who was my best source, jumped in front of the Pope.  He hastily
made the Sign of the Cross in our direction and allowed himself to hustled out the back
door.
 
That led to very angry words between the European and American press on one side and
Latinos on the other, but it was all moot; we never got another chance to meet with the
Pope.
 
Later Father Marcinkus distributed prayer cards in English which he said had been blessed
by the Pope.
 
An interesting sidelight: the church had  the church began using its radio network, the
most powerful in Colombia, to denounce evil foreigners seeking to corrupt the nation's
Catholic women by promoting a nefarious pill that would keep them from getting
pregnant.
 
Those broadcasts ceased abruptly when women began lining up at pharmacies all over
Colombia -- wanting to buy that pill that they were hearing about on the radio.
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And memories of Hugh Mulligan
 
Tad Bartimus - Paul, thank you for the Mulligan
story, and that fabulous photo of you two together.
Hugh was an original, all right, and had an amazing,
generous heart.  It was Hugh, holding court in the
Poet's Corner as we sought refuge from the 7th floor,
who told us "always go see the priest first" right before
Dean and I set out on our $37-a-day Latin America
backpacking assignment in January 1979, traveling by
bus, boat and on foot. Out self-imposed mandate was
to cover remote guerrilla activity and politics outside



Hugh Mulligan  (AP Corporate
Archives)

the perimeter of local AP protection in countries in
upheaval in Central and South America. It was, in
hindsight, certainly a naive and probably stupid thing
to do. It certainly proved dangerous many times. But it
provided a great run of copy for more than seven
months, funneled through AP Newsfeatures thanks to
Keith Fuller's blessing and Jack Cappon's editing. The
multi-part, multi-month series of stories written from
Belize to Peru won us an Inter American Press
Association award, and set me on my course to be a
roving reporter for the rest of my career with AP. 
 
Before Dean and I left 50 Rock, Hugh and others in the
Poet's Corner gave us a crash course in "Staying Alive
for Dummies." If he told us once, he told us a dozen
times "always go to the priest first" and to hightail it
back to him anytime we thought we were in real
trouble (which, of course, happened). Reality proved Hugh right in several countries, and
perhaps saved our lives in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, where Oklahoma native Father
Stanley Francis Rother had been priest to thousands of parishioners scattered throughout
the Guatemalan highlands since 1968. 
 
Besides ministering spiritually to countless Tz'utujil peasants, he also had founded a
hospital in nearby Panabaj (where we also sent us to get some great stories). He had
completed a written version of the Tz'utujil language begun by a previous priest and
translated the Bible into the local language. He also was teaching people to read and
write, and supported a radio station on the mission grounds to spread information and
literacy. He was a "people's priest" who lived in constant danger of retaliation from a
powerful Guatemalan oligarchy and military establishment as his parishioners were being
"disappeared" and increasingly challenged the government about their whereabouts.
 
Father Rother was the most locally knowledgeable and "plugged-in" person we met on our
Latin American journey. He gave us great contacts and sources about what was really
happening on the ground throughout the southwest highlands.  He also told us who and
what to avoid and where not to go. His guidance was invaluable in reporting several
important stories about the local military and political situation. Father Rother was the
perfect example of Hugh's advice in action.
 
This brave activist priest who put himself in harm's way countless times was murdered on
July 28, 1981, by a death squad reportedly composed of members of the Guatemalan
army and right-wing extremists. His killers broke into the rectory and, apparently after a
brief struggle, he was shot twice in the head. He was one of 10 priests murdered in
Guatemala in 1981.
 
His body was returned to Okarche, OK., for burial but, at the request of his Guatemalan
parishoners, Father Rother's heart is buried under the altar of their church in Santiago
Atitlan. On June 23 of this year, this humble, kind priest of memory officially was
recognized by the Congregation of the Causes of Saints and the Holy See as a martyr, a



major step toward sainthood in the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
-0-
 
Jim Limbach - I had the privilege of spending time with Hugh while covering the 1979
visit of Pope John Paul II.
 
While the pope was at the Shrine of the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Hugh and I
were on the press bus as members of the pool covered the event.
 
For a good 45 minutes Hugh regaled me with stories as only he could with his leprechaun
sense of humor and that mischievous gleam in his eye.
 
It was a morning I'll remember always.
 
-0-
 
Brian Brumley - The mention of Hugh Mulligan's coverage of numerous papal visits
jolted my memory.
 
I had been with AP five years when I was assigned to martial law Poland in 1982, and by
then had seen Mulligan's byline many times and listened as AP veterans reverently
recounted his legacy. I was a little daunted to learn that he would be joining the AP pope
team in Poland in 1983. And very surprised when he contacted me beforehand to ask
whether we needed anything. Communications were by telex in those days, and after
consulting with my wife, I punched back a message that she had not seen an eggplant in
three years behind the Iron Curtain and would greatly appreciate one.
 
Hugh delivered big time, grinning hugely and carrying a small bag of  "aubergines" from
Paris. Over dinner, he also regaled us with AP lore of the flavor that typically does not
show up in company retiree newsletters, but which proved useful in subsequent dealings
with 50 Rock.
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Kevin Noblet - Your tribute to Hugh Mulligan and his coverage of popes reminded me of
an evening spent with him at the Floridita, one of Hemingway's favorite bars in Old
Havana, during JPII's 1998 tour of Cuba. Over several Mojitos at the well-worn bar, he told
me tales of his endless travels. These were inevitably humorous and self-effacing. And he
also made a point of graciously asking me about my much less storied career. He was a
classy character in that way.
 
I was deputy international editor at the time and my job was to direct coverage of the
pope's trip. That means I simply did whatever Vic Simpson and Charlie Hanley, who came
as a special writer, recommended. It also means I hardly ever got out of the hotel, which
made the night with Hugh even more memorable.
 



(One other highlight of that assignment was writing a short sidebar on JPII's meeting with
Castro. A link to it is here: http://www.christusrex.org/www2/fcf/twooldmen12398.html
 
-0-
 
Tim Harper -   I always liked the line -- and I'm pretty sure that Hugh Mulligan
wrote it in a profile of then-new Pope John Paul II, remarkable among pontiffs for
being an avid skier -- about the "schuss of the fisherman."
 
-0-
 
Dan Day - Hugh Mulligan was very much on my mind as drove to Philadelphia today
down Interstate 95, where the pope billboards outnumber Eagles billboards.
 
Hugh was a big draw at whatever member gathering he attended, and he got huge laughs
for papal travel stories. One involved a makeshift bureau in some exotic locale where our
photographers developed film in sink of a bordello bathroom.
 
My favorite was about the pope visiting Mexico, where Hugh spotted a family that had
driven down from Hamtramck, Michigan, hoping to get a glimpse of the Holy Father.
Evidently they hoped the pope would get a glimpse of them, too, as they held up a sign in
Spanish that they thought meant "Long live the Pope!"
 
What it actually said was, "Long live the potato!"
 
Perhaps the family will bring the sign back for this pope. Francis likely would appreciate it.
 
-0-
 
Richard Pyle - The series of AP staffers' anecdotes in Saturday's Connecting about
covering past papal travels were pure journalistic gold, especially for someone (like me)
who never had that experience, but heard tales from colleagues who did, in particular the
late great Hugh Mulligan. 

I especially appreciated your memoir of working with Hugh on a pope visit, as he was the
closest I ever came to any pope. (We first met on a hotel elevator during the 1964
Democratic national convention in Atlantic City and much later became close friends.)
 
Noting that you quoted two brief grafs from the AP obit that it was my sad but singular
honor to write after Hugh's passing in November 2008, I presume you have access to the
entire obit and if possible I would like very much to offer it as a contribution to your papal
package.  

Click this link for the obituary -  http://www.washingtontimes.
com/news/2008/nov/26/ap-reporter-hugh-mulligan-dies-at-83-1/?page=all

(P.S. - One of the items that didn't make the obit was Hugh's report that a U.S. airline
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provided a special jetliner to fly the Vatican press corps back to Rome after John Paul II's
last visit, and discovered afterward that all the plane's silverware was missing.)
 
 

Connecting mailbox
 

Memories of chiefs of bureau
 
Ben Brown -  I went to New York Membership from Minneapolis for the first time in
January, 1976.  Membership was headed by Conrad Fink with Irv Frank as deputy.  I
replaced John Armstrong who had moved to Seattle.  We had Bill Barnard,  Carl Bell  and
Al Dopking, I believe, working in the field at the time. Membership had began to grow as
the battle started with UPI that Jim Mangan pretty much finished while heading the
department.  Others helped in those years, but I'd hate to try and recall names for fear of
missing some. 
  
Jim Lagier came on board from New England to among other things help with the high-
speed features wire before I left in 1978 for Los Angeles. Irv Frank, who was our markets
guru,  left for California for an AP field job about the same time I went to Los Angeles. He
later left the AP to write business news for a Dallas newspaper.  He lived in Temecula, CA.
for a while, but I have lost track of him.  Tom Brettingen (who I had hired in Minneapolis) 
joined membership about 1982; John Brewer and Paul Finch also worked in membership
for stints before moving on to the New York Times.  I am sure there were others during
that period.
 
By the way, Karren Mills had a good rundown of Minneapolis chiefs of bureau, but I
replaced George Moses when he took early retirement at the end of 1969 to teach
journalism at Macalester College in the Twin Cities.  We ended hiring several of his former
students over the years.  Joe Dill replaced me when I left Minneapolis for New York
membership in January, 1976, He stayed until accepting the job as editor of the Fargo
Forum.
 
Speaking of Minneapolis, I believe AP World had a story on the Minnesota and Dakotas
operations about 1970 or 1971 and someone put together a list of bureau chiefs before
the days of Al Orton.  I don't know if I still have it, but if I come across it I will pass along
the names.  It was an interesting setup in how it functioned in those days.   When I went
to Minneapolis, we still had an all caps wire in the Dakotas that members used to
exchange state news.  The CRT and computers put an end to that and it resulted in regular
TTS state wires for North and South Dakota.
 
-0-
 
Sue Price Johnson - Chiefs I worked for in Raleigh and Charlotte:
 
Joe Dill
John Lumpkin



Paul Freeman
Ambrose Dudley
 
A  remarkably short list given my 32+-year tenure!
 
-0-
 
Larry Laughlin -  Not sure of the timing on the brief list of Northern New England COBs
in Concord, NH.  Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont were split off from Boston in the
early '70s or late '60s.
 
Dave Swearingen
Jonathan Kellogg 1972 (?)- 1988
Larry Laughlin  1988-2009
 
-0-
 

Lipsey's aim to complete marathon in all 50 states
 
Chris Clark - While reading Ultrarunning magazine, I saw that Dick Lipsey finished No. 27
in a 50K (about 31 miles) race in Montana, I believe. This is rather inspiring to me, as I'm
training for a 50K. Dick is getting it done, at age 70. Pretty impressive.
 
Lipsey, retired from AP work in Kansas City and Topeka, noted:  "This was officially a 50K
but actually 33 1/2 miles, about 25 miles on loose gravel that was very difficult to run on.
Here's a link to my photos from the race, and more: http://www.kumaddogs.org/
races/montana15.html
 
"It was the fourth marathon or longer race I've done this year (from February to June),
along with 6-hour races in South Carolina and Idaho and a marathon in Minnesota. I'm
trying to complete a marathon or longer race in all 50 states and still have seven to go. I've
completed 14 states and 18 marathons or longer since getting a cardiac pacemaker in
2009. The highlight was two 50-mile races in 2012, including the famous JFK 50-mile,
which was my goal race when I returned to running after getting the pacemaker. I don't
know how long it will take to complete the remaining seven states (North Dakota and six
in the east and northeast). I avoid big-city races and prefer smaller trail runs now, so there
are fewer to choose from."
 
 

The rise of live
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By PAUL SHANLEY
AP Director of International Business
 

From as early as 1953, when millions of people around the
world watched the live coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in
Westminster Abbey in London, the need to watch an event as
it unfolds has been there.
 
These days, live video is on the rise with news consumers
increasingly expecting to see events as they actually happen.
They are still looking for breaking and key news events but
now they also want to see political, cultural and religious
events, red carpet coverage, product launches, technology

shows, sports news and more. However the television platform is far from the only place
people are consuming video. Today's digital publishers are responding to increased
demand, integrating video into their websites and thereby bringing richer storytelling to
their audiences.
 
Never before, though, has there been such experimentation in live video content.
Improvements in streaming technologies and increased Internet speeds have made it
easier than ever to stream live content across digital platforms, and digital publishers,
approaching live video from a fresh perspective, have been quick to adapt.
 
Click here to read more.
 
 

Arriving to Europe
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Photos by Petros Giannakouris
 
It's a small step in a long and uncertain escape from civil war and the Islamic State in Syria
and difficult circumstances in other nations - but perhaps one of the most emotional.
 
The beaches of Sikamia (pronounced si-kam-YAH) on the eastern Greek island of Lesbos
are Europe's busiest landing point for people desperate to reach the continent.
 
On a typical day, more than 20 dinghies and boats arrive here, packed mostly with people
who cannot swim.
 
New arrivals face a three-day mountainous trek to island's main town before the start-
stop journey begins in earnest across countries that do little to make them feel welcome.
 
But before it all begins again, there's a brief moment to celebrate on the beaches of
Lesbos.
 
Parents hug their young children, many showing an outburst of relief and emotion, a sight
that leaves few who scramble over rocks to record it unaffected.
 
Here is a gallery of images by Associated Press Photographer Petros Giannakouris
capturing scenes of people arriving in Europe.
 
Click here for link to this story and photos.
 
 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday
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Stories of interest
 
Adrian Frutiger Dies at 87; His Type Designs Show You the Way  (New York
Times)
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For more than 50 years, Adrian Frutiger made the world legible.
 
A type designer who died on Sept. 10 at 87 in his native Switzerland, Mr. Frutiger created
some of the most widely used fonts of the 20th century, seen daily in airports, on street
signs and in subway stations around the world.
 
Mr. Frutiger, whose career spanned the era of hot lead and the age of silicon, created
some 40 fonts, a vast number for one lifetime. Praised for an elegant readability that
belied their rigorous engineering, his typefaces over the years have graced signs in the
Paris Métro and many international airports, and on Swiss highways and some London
streets.
 
His best-known fonts include Univers, employed throughout the design of the 1972
Olympic Games in Munich, and Frutiger, ubiquitous on airport signage, including that of
John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York and Charles de Gaulle Airport in Paris.
 
Click here to read more. Shared by Carol Riha.
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A Firing at The Los Angeles Times Focuses Discontent  (New York Times)
 
LOS ANGELES - In January, Jack Griffin, the chief
executive of Tribune Publishing Company, took his
senior management team to visit The Los Angeles
Times, the jewel in his company's portfolio of
newspapers.
 
At a reception at the newspaper, and a dinner
downtown, there was one notable absentee - The
Times's new publisher, Austin Beutner. At meetings
the next day, he showed up for just an hour, to make a presentation on his strategy for the
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paper - one squarely at odds with that of its corporate parent.
 
Tribune has long pushed to centralize virtually all operations and direct them from
headquarters in Chicago, running its newspapers as a group.
 
Mr. Beutner, 55, a prominent Angeleno who made a fortune in finance and who once
served as deputy mayor, was outlining an independent path for The Times that was
relentlessly local and focused on better technology, new sections and events.
 
Click here to read more.
 
 

Today in History - September 21, 2015
 
By The Associated Press
 
Today is Monday, September 21, the 264th day of 2015. There are 101 days left in the
year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On September 21, 1897, the New York Sun ran its famous editorial, written anonymously
by Francis P. Church, which declared, "Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus."

On this date:

In 1792, the French National Convention voted to abolish the monarchy.

In 1893, one of America's first horseless carriages was taken for a short test drive in
Springfield, Massachusetts, by Frank Duryea, who had designed the vehicle with his
brother, Charles.

In 1912, magician Harry Houdini first publicly performed his "Water Torture Cell" trick at
the Circus Busch in Berlin.

In 1925, the Rudolf Friml operetta "The Vagabond King" opened on Broadway.

In 1938, a hurricane struck parts of New York and New England, causing widespread
damage and claiming some 700 lives.

In 1948, Milton Berle made his debut as permanent host of "The Texaco Star Theater" on
NBC-TV.
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In 1957, Norway's King Haakon VII died in Oslo at age 85. The legal mystery-drama "Perry
Mason," starring Raymond Burr, premiered on CBS-TV.

In 1964, Malta gained independence from Britain.

In 1970, "NFL Monday Night Football" made its debut on ABC-TV as the Cleveland Browns
defeated the visiting New York Jets, 31-21.

In 1975, the Warner Bros. motion picture "Dog Day Afternoon," starring Al Pacino,
opened in New York.

In 1989, Hurricane Hugo crashed into Charleston, South Carolina (the storm was blamed
for 56 deaths in the Caribbean and 29 in the United States). Twenty-one students in Alton,
Texas, died when their school bus, hit by a soft-drink delivery truck, careened into a water-
filled pit.

In 1996, John F. Kennedy Jr. married Carolyn Bessette in a secret ceremony on
Cumberland Island, Georgia.

Ten years ago: Hurricane Rita swirled toward the Gulf Coast as a Category 5, 165-mph
monster as more than 1.3 million people in Texas and Louisiana were evacuated. A JetBlue
Airbus circled Southern California for hours, crippled by a faulty landing gear, while the
passengers were able to watch the drama unfold on live television; the plane landed safely
at Los Angeles International Airport. Japan's Parliament re-elected Junichiro Koizumi
(joon-ee-chee-roh koh-ee-zoo-mee) prime minister. Former National Organization for
Women president Molly Yard died in Pittsburgh at age 93.

Five years ago: The mayor and ex-city manager of the Los Angeles suburb of Bell were
among eight current and former city officials arrested in a corruption scandal that
authorities said cost the blue-collar city more than $5.5 million in excessive salaries and
illegal personal loans. Two men filed a lawsuit accusing Atlanta megachurch pastor Bishop
Eddie Long of coercing them into sexual relationships when they were teenage members
of his congregation. (Long, who denied the allegations, later reached out-of-court
settlements with them and two other men.)

One year ago: Thousands of demonstrators filled the streets of Manhattan and cities
around the world to urge policy makers to take action on climate change. A SpaceX cargo
ship rocketed toward the International Space Station, carrying the first 3-D printer for
astronauts in orbit. NASA's Maven spacecraft arrived at Mars after a 442 million-mile
journey that began nearly a year earlier. Pope Francis briefly visited Albania, where he
called for Muslims and all religious leaders to condemn Islamic extremists who
"perverted" religion to justify violence. Ending months of vote-related tension,
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Afghanistan's election commission named Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai (ahsh-RAHF' gah-NEE'
ah-mahd-ZEYE') the country's new president.

Today's Birthdays: Poet-songwriter Leonard Cohen is 81. Author-comedian Fannie Flagg is
74. Producer Jerry Bruckheimer is 72. Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear is 71. Musician Don
Felder is 68. Author Stephen King is 68. Basketball Hall of Famer Artis Gilmore is 66. Actor-
comedianBill Murray is 65. Hall of Fame jockey Eddie Delahoussaye is 64. Rock musician
Philthy Animal is 61. Former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd is 58. Movie producer-
writer Ethan Coen is 58. Actor-comedian Dave Coulier is 56. Actor David James Elliott is 55.
Actress Serena Scott-Thomas is 54. Actress Nancy Travis is 54. Actor Rob Morrow is 53.
Retired MLB All-Star Cecil Fielder is 52. Actress Cheryl Hines is 50. Country singer Faith Hill
is 48. Rock musician Tyler Stewart (Barenaked Ladies) is 48. Country singer Ronna Reeves
is 47. Actress-talk show host Ricki Lake is 47. Rapper Dave (De La Soul) is 47. Actor Rob
Benedict is 45. Actor James Lesure is 44. Actor Alfonso Ribeiro is 44. Actor Luke Wilson is
44. Actor Paulo Costanzo is 37. Actor Bradford Anderson is 36. Actress Autumn Reeser is
35. TV personality Nicole Richie is 34. Actress Maggie Grace is 32. Actor Joseph Mazzello
is 32. Actress Ahna O'Reilly is 31. Rapper Wale (WAH'-lay) is 31. Actors Nikolas and
Lorenzo Brino are 17.

Thought for Today: "The only true measure of success is the ratio between what we
might have done and what we might have been on the one hand, and the thing we have
made and the things we have made of ourselves on the other." - H.G. Wells, English
author (born this date in 1866, died 1946.)

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't
keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
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- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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